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 F.V rgilins Ceparins ( whome I reuerencs 

for his piety, & can ſooner admire then 
imitate for his Eloquence ) neuer ſatiſ- 
hed humſelfe, in drawing this Blefſed 
Modell to the life;what may hope for, 
being but a fedly Interpreter of his har- 
monious Pen Ho wſoerer , if out of 
the for wardneſſe of my defire to dg 
good, I haue offered violẽce to my iudg- 
ment, I cannot hut ex pect pardon from 
your Hoxoys,; & from my Country 
npt Holy pardon but euen thanks, tar 
ſo much as they may plainely ſee, that 
in relpect of their profit, haue vnder- 
valued my owne credit. 

Happily would I eſteeme my ſelfe 
beggered of my reputation, if by m 
meanes this Bleſſed Cittize of Heauen, 
{peaking Engliſh to my Countreymen, 
might enrich either them, or me with 
any of his Vertues. And how better to 
accomodate him to ſpeake vnto them, 
then vnder your Honourable Prote- 
ction, I cannot well imagine. For wher- 
as it hath bene vſually the art of skill- 
Full Grafters, in thoſe trees that th 
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would haue to proſper fairely in themes” 
ſelues, and yield their fruite plend?- 
fully to their owners, to 2 8 
ſtocks of their owne kind ( & for ſu 
I cake your Ladiſhip to be, in your Aff. Ly 
nity to Bleſſed 4/oy/awr, for Honour,and * 
the proſecutiõ of vertue; )moſt worthis 
ly may I ſuppoſe, that both the humble 
* rs I owe vato You in parriculefy 

nd the reſpeR that I ought to haue to 

y whole Countrey in genexall, ex, 

t my handes that I dedicate this Books, 

nto your Ho NO VR hoping that it g 
doth encourage and inſtrud you in th 

appy courſe of Vertue, which ſo proſ⸗ 
perouſly you haue begun; and vnfo g- 

hers your Inferiours yield thoſe ſug- 

flefull fruits, which ſertouſly I whit - 

hould; who will alwayes reſt, * 


7 our I onourr humble ſca * 
10 be comtmaunded'. © | 
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{MOST HOLY 
LORD, PAVL 
' THE FIFTH, 

| Supreme Biſhop. 


Francis Gomgags Prince of the S. R, Empire, 
| Marques of (athilion , Cc. 


Wheras Aloys Com- my 
ev der Brother (ot which Honour 
ru Ichink my ſelfe vnworthy) 
in reſpect of that holy liſe which he lead v- 
pon earth & in reſpect of thoſe things which 
aſtet his death, by the interceſſion of his 
ptayers, are effected aboue the force of Na- 
ture, is ſo much tenow ned, that not only in 
Italy, but in toraine Countries alſo, there is 
exhibired veneraticn and honour to his Pi- 
Auure,exprefſed eit her in Tables, or Braſſe, as 
r us for ſo much as 
tis the c of Families, to propagate 
1 the memory & Honour of their Anceftourt 
. ous Fame, by preſeruing their Pi- 
3 tu's;] had likewiſe determined to 
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poſterity, t Hit 2s a | of m. 
duty, and obſcruance towards bim, being: 
repreſentation not only of his body; buted. © 
ſo of his mind: which parte ot 3 ts ſo 
much the more admirable , for that 
keth admirable all other parts, and ſo far 
the more worthy, becauſt it is the Authour * 
of all dignity and worth. | 
Bur afterward being exhorted 1 
Cement the eight, a man moſt worthy of E- 
ternall Memory, who for ſo much as he did 
0 both remember with what ſanctimony he 
: had lead his life, and had heard the fame of 
his miracles,thoughtir fir to be diuulged for 
the publike good, changing my reſolution 
determined to put it in print. This truly du- 
ny nag his life, was not in my power to pen. 
forme ; ſince, he departed our of this world 
at the time when was called by my Soue- 
raigne Lord the Emperour', into 7. 
ch But nom, ſeing You ( moſt holy Father) hade 
bis with — — 2— —— of all ſorts at 
, 8 pcopkr ſucceeded him and haue 3 
15 proued of this his will , but alſo, after You ©: 
were certified by cerraine Illuſtrio us Cards 
pi- falls of the ſacted Senate (von whome you 
impoſed that charge) of his excellent exam 
ple of vettue, and ſanctity of „ have 
vouchſafed ſome few dayes lince , by your 
letters ſent vnto me, co honour him the 
title of Bisss D, I now come with all the 


kumilicy I can, to conſecrate v 
lineſſe, his Lis aud ed dt 
— 4 
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thoſe mira cles which were wrought euen vn- 
till chat time, but with others , that alſo fol- 
lowed afterward. 

The which thing I thought good to do, 
both for other cauſes , and eſpecially, that 
when Eternall Honours arc wont to be 
* *depured to Saints, by that ſupreme (onn. 

cell of the world, ouer which You ( moſt 

Holy Father) are the chice; and that con- 

ſultation is had in the ſame , of confer- 

ring them vpon him; you may take know. 

ledge , by how good deſert of his, and v- 

von how iuſt cauſes , you may beſtow them 

vpon him. Which way , that you will do, 
your Benignity perſwadeth me to be confis 
hdent, (and I befeech you ipcedily to con- 
deſcend therunto ) and that you wjzll giue 
care not only tothe peritics of all the Prin- 
ces of our Family of Gomgags, but alſo to 
thoſe many others, a ho are moſt humble & 
earneſt ſuppliants vnto you for his Canoni- 
ration. And if you pleaſe to permit this to be 
obtained at your hands, they profeſſe that it 
would become a thing very gratefull both 
to them, and to the people of their Domi- 

nions. To conclude ,after the cuſtome of m 

Auceſtours, humbly kiſſing your Holine 
feet, [earneſtly begge your Bleſſing, 
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TO r IL: 
luſtrious & Excellent Lord 
Francis Gonzaga, Prince of 
J. R. Empire, eMarques 
of Caſtilion, C De 
and Counſellour of wy 
the 11. Emperour , and hi 
Embaſſador vvith our Ha- 0- 


ly Lord, Pope Paul the . 


. ——— 


Virgilius Ceparius of the Societ) "of 
lEsYS, wiſheth health. 


ost lee, and Excellent Prince, 


952 B. Aloyſius Gonzaga | 
grober, 5 hos his rn fr Chi. # Child. 
«we bimſclfe wi fo great ar ＋ 

Han 2 Piety 75 thet bout the cig 


nth yeare of hit age, — | 
alan I eee 
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fity, 48 aſter w Al God ds 
miracles that were or med 7 his in- 
after her death. I berfore by the confer 


4, he is to be «cconnted among ft abo, whoſe 
$45 4common,and ho(/ome documents for (ri. 
ſtiaꝝ men arc committed to wg upos Which 


;,, , this tarks — ed you me g 
Twperionrs, to compoſe this books of his life 
ä The 2 haning now fn A 
K , do feud the ſame vnto you moſt 

llent Prince) and my requeft is, that you 
would pine we to underfiand whether you would 
baxc it pablizhed or no. 

For «though | mais no doubt, but that it will 
much anaile to the increaſing of yeale in men, and 
lows wd God, wotrwithii I thought it 
7 ar 80 do fo mach , — tuo we- 

your wii food offe ed therwnto. V her fort 
F and preſent it unto ye, vnto whome of 
ght I ought, not only in rejpc# of your propine 
yaitic with him is L wheris you are meare 
lird, and the lowe wherwith be did awayes mols 
[1 2 75 on; bat alſo( which truly 1 
a of) for that at in this degree of tif 
in which you remaine , you may ſteme f imit ets 
the innocency and vertac of bis mind: ſo far as the 
Þrihop of Breſcia dowbted not vpon dias #0 
* War n0 Canſe Why he thoald be 
ſtitonr of that p err of bis ( Moſt Exce- 
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xm ed vnto yow,with ſo much ob 

9/4 woron toward God , that cen he made fre 
ri. geeſion, vhether he was able to firaine them vp 
ich to an higher pitch. 

e by Therfore ( Moſt Excellent Prince] arp 
& this ſmall gift bat ſuch as according to my ſiag ar 
ods #fjeGion tow ard: yow, ir gimen With = very Widing 
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mind, andin this reed , and recreate 
yoar /elfe; to the end you may kno\v , that men of 
your kindred do flour: th, not only vpon carth im 
Military UA , and Amplitude of Dominion 
ſaluedl to their power; but caen in Heanen , 
With the glory of per Vertar ,and Sandlinony. 
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THE AVTHOVR OF THIS WORKE: 
| to the Piows Reader . 


O one euer was conacrſant amongſt 
Hiſtories,and the liues of men, who art 
divers times haue flouriſhed for ſanctity in 
the Catholick Church, but by reading might 
diſcouer, that the Diuine Prouidence, ſo of- 
ten as it vouchſafed to the world any Saint, 
or man of vpright example, did for the moſt 
Part prouide ſome one of his acquaintance, 
& familiar friends who, moucd out of ſome 
heauenly inſtint,ſhould ſet forth his life & 
manners. To wir, ſeaſt that, wheras their liues 
being as a rule to direct ours, and point out 
vnto vs the ſtrait way to Beatitude (much 
more certaincly then either bookes or ſer- 
mons)the fame ot them might end togea- 
ther with their death; but rather to the com- 
mon good & document of poſterity, ſhould 
Nouriſt euen in ſucceeding ages. Now for ſo 
much as the monumentall actes of thoſe an- 


cent men famous for ſanctity of life, al- 


though repleniſhed with all exemplar ver- 
tues (as being further remote from our pra- 
VE. ynderſtanding)are not, in the minds 

men, of that validity, as of right 
they ſhould be, and moue tor the moſt part 
rather admiration then deſire of imitation; 
whereupon ſome haue not feared now and 
then ro affirme, that it is impoſſible for any 


ne, now to arriue to that degree of abſo- 


lure 
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lute vertue, which the © ancient wen tab” © 
ned fo happily vnto, as if, forſ by pro © 
ceſſe of time, the vigour of mindes,and 
ſtiall aſſiſtance ſhould be rebated, For t 
cauſe thertore, not without the ſpeciall pro. 
uidence of Goddo there daily Coins vp in 
the Church ( which is adorned like a faire 
garden) ſome men like ſo many freſh plants 
and lowers, who aſpire towards heauen with 
a certaine cxact manner of life; queitionletle 
to the intent that we may clearly vaderſtand, 
that the hand of our Lord is not ſhortned,& 
that we may as well now, as in times paſt be 
conuerſant in worſhipping God with offices 
| of perfect ſanctity. 

Amongſt theſe was B. Aloyines Gongage, i 

| our memory, a young man neuer celebrat 

| with prayſes anſwerable to his excellency, 

who inthar ſpace of 23.ycares and * 
which he liued, ſuined in ſo much innocency 
of life, and proceeded fo far in the practice of 
vertue, that into as many as knew him he 
ſtrooke admiration, into diuers that 
were his familiar friendes, a loue to imitate 
his example, To the intent that they whor 
knew him not whilſt he was liuing, ſhould 
not be deſtitute of his ſo — preſi- 
dents, God in his behalſe as he is wont c 
doe, moued the mindes of many, to note 
ſer downe in writing thoſe thinges which 
they were giuen to vnderſtand of his \lite, 

For to omit, that his comming to religion i 

compendiouſly ſer downe- in the 
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Tas antes 
eee e of Ini v's of the yeard 
1585. committed co print, where diſcourſe is 
made of the Roman Houſe of probation: & 
that in the life of Elconors cArchdacheſſe of 
, & Duchefic of Man 2 moſt eminent 
woman, which is likewiſe publiſhed in print, 
octaſion, his ſaid entrance into reli. 
gion, and d ure out of this life, is ye. 
commendably made mention of. He that 
principally ſet forth in wricing the ver- 
we of Aloys, was Hicronymas Plata, the 
authour of that worke intituled, de Dignitate 
Cardinalis, ad Fratrem, and in like manner of 
that other, De bono flats Religioſi , a man of 
rare guifres both nat urall and diuine, bur eſ- 
— endued with an excellent iudgment 
and prudence , and with ſingular picty and 
n.He,when as at that time he gouer- 
ned the Nouices at Rome in the Houſe of the 
Proteſſed of the Society of Insvs, who 
3 — affiſt at 1 3 which 
being as yet but a Nouice, 
repaired , on 4 tyme required of him, that he 
would orderly recount vnto him the whole 
courſe of his life ——_ of — 

religion, and finally | thoſe benefits hic 

he receaued from Almighty God, whilſt he 
12 as yet , inthe liberty of the world. 
hich truly, for ſo much as they ſeemed 
vnto him to proceed after a fingular and al- 
to an vnuſuall manner, and no other- 
then from a certaine pecullar grace and 
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from him, he briefly ſer downeall thoſt hal. 


zin writing, 

Next vnto this man, 1 N 

write his life at Rome, whilſt he yet 
For wheras in the Romane Colledge I was 
daily familiar, and in a manner inward with 
him, and perccaucd thatall who both heard 
and beheld his words,and manners, were ex- 
cited to iery', no 8 80 men are 
wont to be who with a mind rightly prepa- 
ted, and adefire to profit , read the * of 
Saints, I was of an opinion, that the examples 
of his ſanity, would worke the ſame effec. 
__ operation with ſtrangers, if —— 
ut once entertaine a knowledge of bim. 
Therfore out of a peculiar inſtinct ( as op 

poſe)ot God, out of a deſire to render a c 

modity to very many, I determined to come 
mit to writing his life, And this my _refolus 
tion F. Hierowymar Plates, with whome I did 
communicate the ſame , did not only ap- 
proue, but alſo that he might encourage me 
therunto, deliucred me that his — — 
which hitherto he had concealed. Therfors 
making vſe of this help, and thoſe 
my g or 


things which Icither 0 | 
— his 


heard from athers,almoaſt two 
he departed out of this life, I fo 


affaires, that norwi kate Be 
might come to his gate, 1 
being 
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that ormer part of his lite, was in- 
ſtat hr me,to adde tberũto Mane 
were done in the two laſt yeares ot his life, 
which were yet wanting. But tor ſo much as 
ar that — was butice with other employ- 
ments, having gathered great plenty of thin. 
ges togeather , Ldelivercd all ro F. John Val- 
in, who about that time had come out of 
Sicily to write the Annales ot the Society 
that ar leaſt he might hniſh chat which I had 
brgun, or might vie them as ſhould ſecme 
del vnto him. He, although he had neuer 
knowne «Aloyſias, notwithſtanding ſo ſoone 
as he vnderiiood, that he ſhined with ſo ſin- 
gular fame of ſanctity in the Romane Col- 

Age, thinkin; it a thing not to be deferred, 
til he had ordered the matters in his Annales, 
did in a particular volume write his lite. And 
that other lite of Aloyiws hath bene frequent 
in the hands of men. 

Bur becauſe tor the moſt part , thoſe 
things vpon which we inliſted in our wri- 
ting, were a great part ot them, by a certaine 
holy ſubtilty, extracted frõ the young mans 
ow ne mouth, who out ot his loue to humili- 
ty ſo related [us one affaires, that many of 
them he curoff , many he exrenuared , very 
many he goncealed, we entertained a deſire 
more exactly to infor me our ſelues „adding 
the cextaine notes, of times, places, & per- 
ſons: Therfore wheras we had laid for intel - 
— —— ES many at eManutss, (ftilion, and 
other placcs, ſo great plenty and variety of 


matter 


. ew at ets = an. if cos A 


matter was giuen in, that we thought good 


courſe, In the meane while Va/trizo before 
this bufineſſe was diſpatched, departed our 
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to begin, and write againe , rhe whole dif. 


of this life. But our moſt Reverend F. (law. 
dius Ag, the Genergll of the Society of 
Izsv s, for ſo much as he had an carneſt de- 
fire , that the life of a young man of ſo re- 
markable ſanctity, adorned with the docu. 
ments of ſuch ſingular example ſhould come 
to light, he commaunded me a new to ſet- 
ypon the compoſing and finiſhing of this hi. 
ſtory. Verily I rooke vnto me this raske, as 
impoſed ypon me from heauen , and to the 
intent that I might more fully inforgze my 

ſelte of all things, I firſt rooke my 10WMny to 

Florence, where for the ſpace of diuers dayes 

I particularly enquired after rhis youg mans 
whole courſe of ife, of French Tarcics, who 

at this day gouerneth the family of lohn Me- 
dice t a moſt illuſtrious man. For he when A< 
loyſias was borne, liued in the Court of Mar- 
ques Ferdinand, by home he was afterward 
made tutour of his childhood, and ouerſter 
of his manners, and belonped vnto him for 
the ſpace of eight yeares, til he entred into 
the Nouiſſhip of the Society, wherupon he 
accompanied him in all his iournies, and ne. 
uer departing from him, was very well ac. 
quainted with the whole life of the you 

man. From Florence into Leaburdy 
and after I came to ; the d 


eftition a 
wherof belonged vm ge, 1 


"24 Tur Phepact 2 
all things of the young mans ing 

ther, a moſt Illuſtrious woman, and in like 
manner of all his kindred,and of as many as 
in his former courſe of life had ſerued him; 
and to the intent that they might be of ia 
much the mort authority, by permiſſion 
from the Biſhop, 1 gaue order that thers 
ſhould be a legall Inquiſition made into hit 
life an manners, and therof two very ſubs 
ſtanciall inſtruments ro be drawne . Morea. 
uer I receaued many monuments written 
him out of Spayzue and Francy , teſtimoniet 
like wiſe and authorities after a ſolemne mã- 
ner regiſtred in the preſence of diuers Ee- 
della Tribunals both in Polonia, and 
Italy, to wit, before the Patriarch of Yeuice, 


before the Biſhops of N pics, Millen, Florence 
Fologna, Jm, and Tarineo ; before the Bis 
ſhops of Mantas Pad. Vicenza, Breſcia, Foro 
a, us, 7 Parms , Piacenza, Mouth 


reg ale. Ancona, Ricanate and Tisoli. Furtherd 
more I my ſelte did more then once trauallt 
vp and downe to thoſe Citties and Towns 
where I might conceaue any hope tg be cer 
tificd of theſe things, And finally I berooks 
my ſelfe to write at Bert, where I ag 


baue commodity ſpecdi be 
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bleſſed ſeruant of God , which may not be 
aue witneſſes, 
wherof thoſe Reuerend and Religious meu 
herafrer cited, give reftimony. The inward 
vertues of his mind I had vnderſtanding of, 
from that Illuſtrious Cardinal Bellarmine, 
from that wriring of Hicronymu Plat, from 
the 2 of divers ot his Sureriours, 
from his Gho ty Farhers; ro conclude from 
thoſe that familiarly, eit her &iucd into, or 
otherwiſe directed the inward diſpoſitions 
of his mind. 

Thoſe which are more manifeſt, & which 
fell out before his entrance into Religion, I 
learned from the relation of Francis 5.4 

the Biſhop of Manta a moſt Reucrend 

and Niuſtrious man, and alſo by that his 
owne hand. writing, which he likewiſe con- 
firmed by oath z from "Proſperus Co a 
moſt Illuſtrious man, who was his God-fa- 
her in Bapriſme, and conuerling afterward 
much with him, knew many things; and in 
particuler from his mother, Tutour, Cham- 
laine, and Scruants who from his firſt 
hild hood were in his ſeruice, and accom. 
ranted him in his iourntes which he tooke 
into many Countries, the teſtimonies of all 
hich are regiſtred in authentical! Records, 
Ot rhefe rhinges, getle Reader, I would 
jor haue ther ignorat,not to f my di- 
ligence, but to pine thee to vndetſſand, that 

thinget which I would haue co fg 
redi thee ; are written faythfully, ag 
wy beſt 


Tun Pazracs 
beſt becomerh a Hiſtory. x 1.70 

I have made vſe ot a plaine and familiar 
ſtile, ſer forth with noarte, cr Rhetoricall 
amplification. My narration is not tied to 
certaine heads, but that you may cafily diſ- 
cry, where, and at what age, he did euety 
thing. It orderly ſetteth dow ne the yong 
mans yeares, and the places of his aboad, in 
which reſect, although ſometimes it was 
xt quiſite to iterate ſome of them, in which 
he vſed to converſe , notwithſtanding I am 
Of an opinion that many will be delighted 
therewithall. 

My Hiſtory is deuided into three Boo- 
kes. The Fins T comprehendeth his 
life which he lead in the worid,til he rooke 
vron him the Inſtirure of religion. The ſe. 
cond his religious life cucn til 2 death. Tbe 
third, thoſe things which by him were dont 
after his happy departure out of this world. 
It may ſeeme vnto ſome, not to ſtand with 
the decoram of a Hiſtory , for me to deſcend 
to the relation of certaine ſmall matters, as 
of ſer-purpoſe Ido, in my (ſecond booke, 
But for ſo much as my intention was to help 
by theſe my cndeauours, mens piety and re- 
ligion, and that I did not — to re- 
count the lite and manners of any magnani- 
mous Emperour , or excellent Statiſt , but 
thoſe of a Religious man, which ma ſceme 
worthy of imitation, the prayſe wherot is 
either obſcured, or increaſed with the leaſt 
mutation of any addition; induced by the 
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example of many, who haue obſerued the 
ſame in relating the ads of Saints, and eſpe- 
cially by the aquiſe of ſome graue and lear- 
ned men; Iwill of purpoſe profecute thoſe 
thinges , which although vnto many they 
may ſeeme ſmall, yet therin will ap care a 
certayne excellency , and pertection of his 
ſanctity, 

This aduertiſment I thought good to giue, 
leaſt any one might impute it to raſhnefſe. If 
there ſhall be found any errour in my relatio 
I would haue it attributed vnto my ſelfe. If 
any thing rightly pertormed , that it ſhould 
be aſcribed to God , whom I humbly be. 
ſeech , that he would vouchſafe vs his grace, 
to imitate the admirable actes of this Bleſ- 
fed young man, and to obraine that felicity 
which we belicuc he doth now enioy in 
heauen . 

And thou, moſt holy and moſt B. Aloyſſat, 
ho in thoſe fortunate manſions of heauen 
reapeſt the rewards of thy labours, and in 
that bright mirrour of the Diuinity , (in 
which thou beholdeſt that ot our affaires, 
which it is his pleaſure thou ſhouldeſt) ſeeſt 
my imperfection, vouchſafe me thy pardon, 
tor ſo much as with my pgoore ſtile I haue 
vilihed thy almoſt diuine vertues: & callin 
to mind that thy propenſe charity her it 
whilſt thou liue dſt, thou didſt imbrace me 
pray for me to our Lord, that I ma in ſuck 
religious ſort order my life heere, that rely- 


ing vpon thy help and patro 2, it may 2 
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fall me at the laſt, w hen it ſhall ſo ſeeme good. 
vnto Almighty God, to n_y rogeather 
with thee , that cucrlaſting Bliſſe, and Beati- 
rude. Aus. 


BLE 
teſtimonies cocerning B. Aloy ſius 
and this Hiſtory , given by foxre 
Rewerend, and Religions Fathers, 
who had read the [ame , and come 
pared it with the publike Inilra- 
ments at Breſcia. 


— „ 
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Tus TESTIMONY OF THE 
VICAR OF THE INQVE 
ſition, of the Order of 8. 
Dominicke. 


Fr. Silueſter Vgolotus, es- 
der of Diuiniiy — order of 
the Friars Preachers , & V icar 
| Generall of the holy Office of 
the Inquijitzon , in the Citty and _ 0 
Breſcia, do teftsfy, and under my oath A. 
» that I haue read the life of that J. 
Prince Lord Aloyſius Gonzaga, Marques 
of Caſtilion, and of the Religions Socie- 
. 9 
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4 of It's Vs, written by the mom Reveren 
Father Virgilius Ceparius 4 Denine, and 
Preacher of the ſame Society , Which I bane 
copared with the publike intiruments, out 
Which it was drawne , and I find that What- 
ſoexer is recounted of the vertne and ſantti- 
ty of this B. young man, is all taken from te- 
Himonics confirmed by 04th , and fi th: 
Hlruments made by the Patriarchall, Archie- 
piſcopall, and E piſcopall authority of many 
Cuties: Moreoner, | do vt rily belicue, the 
not only that wich is related in this hittory, 
but euen much more is very true. For When! 
knewtihis B.Prince being as yet but of tenda 
age, and that I connerſed vith him, I found 
by goodexpericnce, that from his very child- 


hood he vas accounted 4 Saint, & comme 


ded by all, as one 4 an Angelicall life, a 


conucrſation; of Which thing I my ſelfe co 
4.b adge many examples. And nov in thi 
bh: Rory there is not only any thing repugmas 
either to fayth or good mancrs, but it is eues 
Þritten Prudently and ith 1 religious [prri 
and aboundcth with examples of ſantiity 
Verily, I am moit confident that it vill bring 
ven much ſpirituall profit, not only to rel 
[7 
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men, out cen 18 thoſe that art ſceulæ, 


4s —— to Princes and Lords, vnto all 
which this B. Father, hath bine both a Guide 
ani Example. In tefirmony wherof I haur 
written, and ſubſ ribed theſe letters. Cm 
at Breſcia, in our Coucnt of S. Domi- 
nicke 
I THE ABOVE NAMED Fr. 
Silueſter, whatſocuer I haue aboue 
teſtified , affirme it vpon my oath. 


THE READER OF r 
nedictine Monkes of Caſſino 
oel Cattanens Monke of the 
order of S.Benedi, of the con- 
OBS zregation of une, or of S. [n- 
at Dada, Reader of Philoſophy, & 
Caſcs of Conſcience in the Monaſtery 
of the SS. Fanitinus, and leuts at Bre ſ- 
11, being ſworne do teſtify. that I haus 
read the life of that Bleiled Prince A- 
Lors IVS GONzAGa Marques of 


Caitilion,and — Religious of the 
* 4 Society 
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Society of TIES vs, Written by tha 
moſt Reverend F.Y 1nGIL1tvs CY 
PAK1VS a Deuine & Preacher of the 
{ame order;and chat I haue compared it 
with all thoſe authenticall inſtruments 
and Regiſters, from whence it was 
drawne; and tha: 1 haue found what, 
ſoeuer tt inges arc ſaid ctherin, to beap- 
pr oued by ſworne witneiles, and thoſe 
worthy of credit; And that it is fofar 
from conteining any thing contrary to 
good manners , that it 15 repleniſhed 
with holy examples, and mo work 
to be publiſhed for the generall profit 
of the faythfull. For out of that very 
motion of mind, and fruit which I my 
felfe rooke therin, I do eaſily perſwade 
my ſelfe, that it will take no leſſe effed 
with whomeſoeuer ſhall read it. And 
alſo I my ſelfe, wha knewe him many 

cares in the world before he gaue him- 
elfe to religion, am able to eftify, that 
he was by the common conſeat of all 
eſteemed a holy yong man; that he was 
commended; and that many of his ad- 
mirable ates, were ordinarily in the 
mouthes 
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mouthes of men, as of one remarkable 
for >antity. And when he departed to 
enter into Religion, all the people that 
were ſubiect to his domimon ſtrucken 
with the loſſe of fo great a Prince, gaue 
themſelues ouer to — In te- 
ſtimony of which thinges | haue writs 
ten, and ſubſcribed theſe letters wir 
my owne hand. Guen in the Monaſtery 


of F. Faust. 


{ THE FORSATD 
D. Paul , confirme all theſe 


thinges vnder my oath . 


VINCIA 

the Capuchins- 

H E life of the B. Prince LA 

loyſius Gonzaga, Marques 

Caſtilion adorned with all were 

Ines and merits, * — of 1he 
holy Society of | x 5 v $ , Which beevafier #4 
ſet dawne by that very Renerend F. Win. 

U 
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Lus Ceparius Octo 'of Diurnity , and 
acher of the ſame Society, and With great 
diligence collecled out of the tettnmonies C- 
authorities of ſworne witneſſes ( as my ſcife 
hane found nm particular » COMPArIng the IG 
withthe ſame , and under my oath affirme 
&, ) is altogeather vortiꝶ to be publiched, 
for the glory of God, who jhewerh himſcif- [0 
admirable in his Saints , for the example of 
Chrittian Princes, for the edifiyng of rei- 
giows and fayt Full people. This Prince wor- 
thy of all glory, was borne (45 I may ſay ) he. 
lily ; and buli he liued, was adorned from 
Gol with ſuch, and ſo great giftes and le ne- 
fis, that traly I am of an opimon that three 
ſonenlar thinges may be recoted of him. The 
friſt, that, as once was ſaid of Saint Bona» 
uenture, by his Maiitey Alexander Ha- 
lenhs, Adam ſeemed not to haue ſin- 
ned in him: ſo remote from all ſuſpition 
— — he retaine his itate of innocency. 
t other, that in his manners he rather 
ſremed to be like an _Anoell then 4 man: '+ 
much did the ſpirit in him ouercome t 
erh, the mind the ſenſe. The third, ha 
after a fongular kind of manner , that ſame 


ſaying 


* 
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ſeying of the Wiſeman agreeth unte him 
Conſummatus in breui, expleuit tem- 
hora multa: Bring conſummate in hort 
Her, he fulfilled much time. For in 4 thort 
e ſpace of time, that he lined in this mortal 
we & life, he attained unte that, Which in many 
4, „ums for the moit part, many Saints ſcarcely 
/o | wrinedwnto, and mounted vnto that degree 
f of perfeitio, hich many others haue in tine 
'- | «temptedto obtaine. For if that common pro- 
* werbe be true, that, Com munis vox popu- 
* li, vox Dei: the common voyce of the praple 
a is the veyce of God : for ſo mach as this . 
Prince is thought in the opinion of all, and ce- 
brate by the voyce of all, as 4 Saint, bythe 
Princes, by the Prelates of the Church, by his 
Confiſſours, Maifters,T utours , Parents the 
people of his Dominion ; it mali of neceſsity 
fallov that he vas 4 great Saint, aud that 

be may very wyorthily, 4s in hcauen , ſo alſd 

vpon earth, be canonized for 4 Saint, 

V1 home 1 viah an inte recſſour and aduocate 
for me, to the Dinine Maichiy. Ginen at 
Breſcia, in our Houſe of the SS.Peter and 
Marcellinus . | 


1 


— 
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Fr. Ioba Francis of Breſcia, Prown. . 
dial of the Friars Captchins in the N. 
Prownce of Breſcia, Preacher, 
Reader of Diumity, haue written 
and ſu ſcribed with my owne band 
all theſe things , and with my oath 
do ratify the ſame. 


FATHERRECTOVR 
the Society of IEsvs. 


. IO HN Baptifia Peruſchu of t 
Rome , Rectour of the Colledgs fl 1 
| f the Society of I ns viaat ll, 
1 
| 
| 


Breſcia , after the Reuerend Fa. V irgilius 
Ceparius of our Society, came to this our 
Colledge of Breſcia, to the intent that 
he might commit to writing the life of 
our bleſſed Brother Aleſus Gonzaea, 
of the ſame Society , haue „ 0 

ms 
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ame life written by him, with re- 
giſtred Tables and Monuments , out of 
which with great labour and induſtry 
it was taken; and being ſworne pro- 
ſeſſe, that whatſocuer 10 did therin , is 
found in Authorities and Teſtimonies 
confirmed by oath. 1 do alſo teſtify, 
that the ſelfeſame Father, to the intent 
that he might procure thoſe Inſtru- 
ments, and frame an authenticall hiſto- 
- MW ry,travailed to all theſe cownes of Len- 
ech. And fo much the more willin 
| do I ſubſcribe to theſe things „for that 
I was familiarly acquainted with Z. 
| Alepſius, both before he forſooke the 
world, and alſo when he was ioyned 
vnto vs 1n religion at Millan, and Ram 
; and many ſignes of his ſanctity, which 
the ſame Father recounteth in this 
| booke, I my ſelfe knew. And Iam well 
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aſſured, that in the opinion of all them 
that knew. him and hued with him, he 
was reputed a Saint. And after tis death 
che fame of his ſanctity daily increaſed, 
Ex in many townes of Lombauy, wher- 
Jun 1 hadetliuved now many yeares , "= 


” - 
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far forth ſpread it lelfe, that it cannot 


be imagined how it ſhould do more. In 
teſtimony wh-rof I haue giuen this vn 
der my one hand writing, 


loannes Baptiſta Peruſchus, v ho 
do confirme vnder my oath al 
the things aboue related. 


e 


CLAVDIVS AXAQVA VIVA 
Generall of the Society of ES vs. 


E haue granted lcaue, that this 
Booke of the life of B. loy ſius 
Gonzaga of our Soc tety , com- 
poſed by F. Virgilius Ceparius 
ine of the ſame Soc ic ty, and by our ſelues, 
and yy other our Denines read and ap- 
proned, be committed to print , if it may ſo 
ſeeme goog to the moſt Reverend Father the 
Maiſier of the Sacred Pallact. For. vr hope 
_ tha 


us Arterton. 
that it Will bring u mall ſiru ua.. fruite, ts 

men both religious and ſecular , bo hall 
read it. And for this reſpett we do more Vit 

lnrly graunt it, for ſo mac li as it appeareth 
unto Vs vpon certaine notice, and our one 
proper knowledge, that this holy and Bleſſed 
ung man,as molt accompliched im all ind 
of vertuc, & of much edificaticn in his exams» 

ple. For he did not only ſo alwayes line in the 
world that he gaue documents of Verine Vn- 

to All. hut alſo after he v by v adioyned ts 
the Society, he Was enermore 4 perfect Idea 

of Sanutlity, and ſo commonly reputed of all 
Who vere acquainted with him,thoſe few yea= 

Fes that he lined among it vie AM which ume 

ve 5 , that Almigliy God vai wery 

much delighted with that pure ſoule, & thas 
be enriched her with many excellent natarall 
gifts ,ont of which there thined forth moit ho- 
ly borkes, and Angchicall manners. 50 he li- 
wed,and ſo continually perſcuered,till de par 
ting out of this life he paſicd to Hcauen hi- 
ther, relying wpon firme grounds, vr do veris 
ly beliewe * this holy ſoule, for the enicying 
of cternall glory, and imploring the grace of 
God for us, did immediately fly. Of al _ 


- 


Tur Arrrobartrion. 
thinges vc mo villin ey eine teuimony, 
2 aps that we may teſtify the truth, io the 

— our Lord , from Thom all ſan; 
vet & wnto Where be es: rlalling — 
and honour. At Rome this 14. of Indy 1605, 


Claudius Aquauiua, 


FIRST BOOKE 
OF THE LIFE OF 


B.eALOTSIUVS 
Gonzaga. 


CHAP. I. 


Of his Lage. 


and of eMarths T ans 3 aureus 
rico, being both of them moſt 
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of Manta , was 24 three degrees 


remoued, & bare rule in that foreſayd coaſt 
deſcending to him by inheritance from his 
anceſtors,which is ſcituated betwcene Vero- 
ns; Mantua, & Breſcia , not far from the lake 
Benaco. And his wyte Martha being deſcen- 
ded from the principall familyes amongſt 
thoſe of Tarino, had tor her Father Bata 
Tana extracted from the Lord Santencs;and 
for her Mother one Aune, from the auncient 
bloud of the Lords Roborei , being aneere 
kinſwomã of HieromeRpboreus the Cardinall, 
and that moſt reuerend Arch-biſhop of Te- 
FIN. 

The marriage betweene theſe parents of 
B. Aloyſizs was celebrated in Spayne ina man- 
ner atter this ſort. There liued in the Court 
of Philip the ſecond , the Catholike King, 
this Marques Ferdinand, & in the ſame place 
Martha preuailed much in grace and autho- 
* amongſt the principall women with I. 
bel Valnis the — daughter to Henry the 
ſecond the French King, wife to the ſaid Phi- 
lip. Vpon this occaſion the Marques diſco- 
ucringthoſe her excellent ornaments & ſin- 

endowments of mind, became defirous 

to gaine her for his wife. Which when with 
mature deliberation he had determined, he 
ſo brought to paſſe, that both the King and 
eſhould be certified of this his pur- 
Their conſent therfore being had, & a 
conuenient dowrie aſſigned, with addi- 
tion likewiſe of Iewells , and other mar- 
; | riago 


ply herſelfe to actes 7 piety. 
8 2 
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riage gaitres, which the Queene in teſtimo- 
ny of her affetio towards Martha be 
vpon her, the — eſpouſed her. But 
whilſt theſe eſpouſalls are accompliſhed & 
this whoſe buſines of the marriage con- 
triued, there fel out certayne things of ſuch 
remarkable ſanctity, that it ſufficiently a 
pun what fruite in tyme they ſhou 
ring forth. For Martha, ſo ſoone as ſhe 
knew from the Qucene , that there was held 
a treaty. of this match, to the end that it 
would pleaſe God to bleſſe the ſucceſſe ther- 
of, cauſed often to be offered a great num- 
ber of Maſſes, to the moſt holy Trinity to 
the holy Ghoſt , to Chriſt , interpᷣoſing the 
recitation of his bitter Paſſion , imploring 
the aſſiſtance of the Virgin Mother , of the 
Angells, and ot her Saintes. Afterward when 
they had written into Italy ro both their 
friends, that they would be pleaſed to con- 
deſcend vnto this match, anſwere was opor- 
tunely returned to the letters, at that time 
when all were imploy ed in procuring the ce- 
rimonies of the Iabily, lately _—— at 
Nome. T herfore vpon the day of the Natiui- 
ty of F. John Baptift, this marriage was ſitiy 
ſanctifyed betweene them both , with the 
myſteries of the bleſſed Euchariſt ,and the 
religious participation of the Inbily. V 
which day Martha (as ſhe her ſelfe after re- 
counted vnto me) determined with all her 
endeauours, from that ty me forward to ay- 


* 
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Furthermore the e when as at that 
time ſhe was newly with child, & could not 
as then forgo the copany of Martha, home 
euen from her comming out of France, ſhe 
had vied as a companion for her ſolace, re- 
ſting conhdent in her loue, ſhe forbad her 
ublique conuerſation with her hus band, 
before her delivery. It was done as ſhe com- 
maunded. The day therfore being ferdow- 
ne by the Qucene, whereupon there fell out 
commodiouſly the celebration of a certaine 
other Iubily , or plenary Indulgence , they 
itcrating the ſac raments of Pennance & the 
Euchard, were piouſly (as becometh Chri- 
ſtians ) all ſacred rires beingducly perfour- 
med, ioyned in marriage, when as God was 
varo them moſt appealed „and propitious. 
And now this is no leſſe worthy by * 
that amongſt the nupriall rites, and feſti- 
uall pompe , the Decrecs of the Tridentine 
Councell , which accidentally at that ryme 
were promulgated throughout Spaywe , be- 
gan firſt at this marriage to be pur in cxecu. 
tion. 

After the marriage, the Marques be ing li- 
cenced both from = King and —— to 
returne with his wife into It, & to the cõ- 
fines of his owne dominion , was firſt before 

de departed from the court denounced the 
Kings moſt honourable Chamberlaine, and 
with all endowed with y reucnewes 


- out of : and dy , during the 
Iytc mee fn of his Soancs. — 
1 | 100g 
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enerall oucr certayne Italian forces which 
degree of honour the moſt Noble of the 
Princes and Dukes of Ita, would take to 
be vato them a great aduaunceme nt. 


Of his N atimity. 


CHAP. 1. 


A ETER they werearriued at (filion 
the Marques his wife, ſo ſoone as ſh e 
perceaued herſelſ to be disburdened of the 
2 & incumbrances of the Court, 
and had gotten leaſure, and commodity to 
apply herſelfe more ſeriouſly to matter of 
deuotion, according to her accuſtomed affe- 
ction therũto, & according vnto that which 
ſhe lately re ſolued with herſelfe in Spayne , 
ſhe bent herſelfe more carefully vnto the 
ſame then euer heretofore. But her princi- 
pall defire was to obtayne a Sonne, who in 
time to come might dedicate himſelfe vnto 
cod, in ſome ſociety of religions me. Which 
deſire ſhe did, not only afterwagd, not 
done, but to the intent ſhe might be 0 
partaker therof, ſhe did inceſſantly adore 
inuocate Allmighty God. That her E 
were not in vaiac, the ſueceſſe it ſelfe may 
giue vs to vnderſtãd, ſeeing that ſhe firſt ba- 
came Mother to this ſonne, who 
being ioyned to the Society of leſus, 


lead. and finiſhed his life theria with 
lar ſanctity. 


Ax Nei- 
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Neither truly ought it to ſeeme ſtrange to 
any one, that a ſonne of fo great ſanctity, & 
with ſo holy an intention defired, ſhould be 
giuen by God at the requeſt of his Mother. 
For often we read, in the lines and actes of 
Saints, that God hath concurred with ſuch 
like defires. As namely when ar the ſuite of 
Anna ,the Mother of Same the Prophet, 
(wn was before voyd of all iſſue) he gauę a 
ſonne, who afterward might be deuoted to 
his God. head. The ſame we rcad of S. Nico- 
las Tolentine , who in lyke manner was gi- 
uen at the ſupplication of his barraine mo- 
ther. Likewiſe of S. Francis of Paula, whoin 
himſelfe , made both his fruitleſſe parents 
rtakers of their deſires: and ſo of others. 
erily Iam ofthis opinion, that the ſelfe- 
ſame God who ſuggeſted to the mind of this 
Noble Lady to beg of him this boone, was 
both willing , according to his accuſtomed 
clemency,to be preuailed withall,& to cha- 
lenge likewiſe as his proper due, this her 
firſt fruite. Coformable vnto this, it ſeemeth 
that it was the pleaſure of Allmighty God 
to make Bleſl. « Aloyſius firſt his, before he 
had fully iffued out of his Mothers wombe: 
for nether came it to paſſe without the ſpe- 
ciall conſent, and prouidence of Allmighty 
God, that when he was not yet wholy gen. 
uered into this world , he ſhould be waſhed 
with — — & that alſo the moſt Bleſſed 
Virgin ene of Heauen, to whome euen 
from his child-hood he was ſo much deuo- 


a ted 
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ted, out of her eſpecial fauour rowards him 
ſhould be aſſiſting at his birth. For the Mar- 
ques his wife herſelf was wont to recount it 
in this manner, that when ſhe drew neareto 
* Gus of * was vpon the 
uddaine oppreſſed with ſuch ſharpe — 
that — all hope of deliuery, ſhe cemed 
to be brought to the laſt period of her life: 
when the Marques ſending for diuers Phi- 
ſitiãs, gaue them in charge, that it they were 
diffid ent of the life of the child, they ſhould 
at leaſt by baptiſme beſtow erernall ſaluatio 
on it, and endeauour to preſerue the life of 
the mother. They hauing in vaine attempted 
all arts and remedies, for the facilitating o 
the birth, gaue ouer the ſafety both of mo- 
ther and child, as deſperate and fore lorne. 
This when the mother vnderſtood, in the 
middeſt of all deſpaire of humane helpe, 
determined to flic for refuge vnto God, & 
his Virgin-mother. Therfore 2 for 
her husband into the Chamber, ſhe deſireth 
him to giue her leaue in this extremity to 
make a yow vnto the Virgin- mother: when 
he had giuen his conſent, ſhe voweth, that if 
ſhe eſcape this danger, ſhe would 70 in pil- 
grimage to our Ladies Houſe of Loreto, 
with her little Infant if life befell 
it. Her vow being made, ſhe ſcemeth to be 
our of all preſent 2 beginneth to 
yield birth to the childe . Yet ſeing that it 
appeared vnto the Phiſitians that ſhe could 
not eſcape death, and the Marques inſiſted 
A 4 pon 


vpon it — , that they ſhould at lea 
provide for the ſafery of the childs ſoule, the 
mid-wife ſo foone as ſhe perceaued the child 
fo far forth diſcouered, as that it might be I war 
ble of Baptiſme, falls firſt to chriltning I} fro 

2 before it was wholy deliuered. So the li. I tho 
ues of them both were ſaved , & in the child tes 
the grace of Ood, and that better, & Diuine I An 
birth, out- ſtript this mortal one, not with- I m1 
out the ſingular fauour of God, who would ue 
— — him to himſclfe , from the very I © 
bowells of his mother, witha ſtrict kind of I r 
vaſallage. In which teſpect he was twin-bro- i ® 
ther to Mechtildes that holy Virgin, as itis I th 
written in her life Almighty God declaring, 1 
that it was bis pleaſure, that to the intent he IN Vi 
might at the very firſt ſanctify her (oule as a tl 
temple to himſelte, and prevetit it with his t 
e from the very firſt inſtat of her birth h 
feare of like danger her Baptiſme ſhould j 
be haſtened . k 
B. Aiqyſlu was born in the caſtle of (a- [ 
Pilion, which is the head of that Territory in | 
| 


The Life ef 
? 


which his Fathers dominion is placed, in 
the Dioteſſe of Bre/tis, Pia V. being Pope, 
the yeare from Chriſts Natiuity 1568 . the 
ſcauenth of the Ides of March (to wit, the 
ninth of the moneth) vpon a Tucſday, three 
quarters of an houre after the three & twen- 
tith,which is about ſun- ſet. The mother pre- 
ſently takes him into her armes, ſignes him 
with the ſigne of the croſſe, & beſtoweth vpd 
him a thouland happy welcomes. After thi 
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forthe (pace of an houre , he lay ſtill wich- 
out any mouing, that no one could diſcerne 
whether he were living or dead. And after- 
ward hauing giuen but one 2 crye, he 
from that time forward reſted, & tempered 
thoſe babiſh cries, vnto which other infan- 
tes, for the moſt part, are ſo much inclined, 
And I belieue, that this was a preſage of the 
mildenelle of mind, and ſuauity of con- 
uerſation, which he ſhewed in the whole 
courſe of his life aftetward. In the ſame year 
pon 12. of the Kalends of May, and in like 
manacr ypon a Tuciday,in the Church of 
the Saints Nazarius and (l/s, he was by 
lohn Baptifta Doftorin Archprieſt of (ali 
lion , with as much pompe as might be, ini- 
tiated with the ſacred rites which are wont 
to be vſed in Baptiſme, and in memory of 
his Fathers Grandfather was called Aleꝝ- 
ſius, ot (which is all one) Lewir, He had Goda 
father VVilliam Duke of Ant who ſent 
Proſherus Gongags ( a very Noble Gentlems 
and LE to the Marques) who might 
lupply his place by prong at the Chriſtning. 

t was chtred into the Tables of the curate 
of that Church in which I obſerued, that 
wWheras the 8 of others ofthe ſame 
age, are rehearſed in Italian, to this his name 
alone ( whether it was as an attribute to his 
noble deſcent, or that it fell our by ſome di- 
uine inſtinct) there were adioyned certaine 
latin wor des, ſuch as arc not added to ay 
of his brothers, and the cuent it ſclfe 2 

8 - 
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ſhew / that they did well agree vnto him. The 
writing was in this manner: Sit felix, carnſy; 
Deo ter optimo , terq; maximo , & homiuibus in 
æteruam vinat. That is to ſay; Happy and 
deare be he vnto the thrice good, and thrice 
mighty God, and to men, of eternall me- 
mory. 


Of his Education till the ſeanenth 
yeare of bis Age. 


CHAP. III. 


Ow, with what care and induſtry he 

was bred vp from his very childhood, 

it may eaſily be gathered by this, for ſo 
much as he Bad the head of his houſe, was 
trayned vp, not only in hope of his Fathers 
inheritance , but of two vncles likewiſe, na- 
mely of Alphon ſus who was Lord ouer (aftle 
Godfrey, and of Horatizs alſo , Lord of Sal- 
R_ For wheras they held their liuing 
y Fee-farme from the Emperour, and the 
one of them had none, the other no Male 
iſſue, their eſtates were of neceffiry to de- 
uolue roeAloyſtus , as heyre generall,and ne- 
phewro them both. It was the ſpeciall care 
of the mother, as ſhe was herſelf of ſingular 
piery , that her ſonne ſhould be inured from 
a very little one, to haue God and his Saints 
in great reuerence. Therfore when he could 
ſcarcely ſpeake,ſhe wold teach him to make 
the ſigne of the croſſe, to prononce the moſt 
holy names of Is vs and MARIA, to learn 
with- 
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abn. Bal our Lords Prayer, the An- 
go ſalutation, and other prayers . And 
c commaunded rhe nurſe, and others who 
were imployed about him eyther for ſer- 
nice, or ſolace, alſo to do the like. By which 
meanes he conceaued ſo much reuerence & 
feare towards Almighty God , that cuen by 
the cleare dawning of this his morning. we 
might preſage what the future ſplendour of 
his noone-tyde would be. This in like-ma- 
ner did the mayds teſtify (who when ar ſuch 
ty me, as they attended vpon the mother, 
had alſo in charge to dreſſe and vndreſſe the 
child) that they found in him, being but 
then an infant, a ſingular, and religious teare 
ot God. They recount two things very wel- 
worthy of memory, to be noted euen then 
in his diſpoſition , The one was, that in 
ſceing the need of poore people , he was 
moued with mercy to ſh:w himſelfe boun- 
tifullrowards them. The other was , that as 
ſoone as he could with-draw himlelte to his 
home, he vſed often to hide himſelf in cor- 
ners, and after long ſearch they ſhould find 
him in ſome ſolitary place cloſe at his pray- 
ers. By which circumſtance they gaue a cõ- 
iefture euen then what the future ſanctity of 
his life would be. Neyther want there thoſe 
that affirtne vp6 oath , that they by the on 
imbracing of him, haue from thence-fort 
beene affected with ſuch an intrigſecal ſenſe 
of Piety, as if they had entertayned inrg 
their at ines, ſome celeſtiall Ange 5 


rr 
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This his lo ue, & a beben 
and ce leſtiall thinges dayly increaſing, did 
very much delight his Mother. But his Fa- 
ther being a Martialiſt, who had vnder gone 
many martiall affayres ynder the Catholike 
King, did rather deſire to haue him inſtry. 
Qed in his artes. Wherfore he being not as 

et aboue foure yeares of age, he prouideth 

or him little dagges, gunnes, and ſuch other 
ſmall weapons appropriated to that age. Ac. 
cording vnto this, when by the deſignes of 
the ſame King, being to lead vnder his cali. 
gnes three thouſand Italian foot to Tonis he 
maſtered them in the field of (e , at 
the Greater (fall , Which is a rowne with. 
in the Dukedome of Millane, he tooke him 
thicher with him , being but a child raken 
out ofthe womens hands, and the tuition 
of his mother, when he was not paſſing foum 
or hue yeares of age. There thoſe dayes that 
the Companyes were muſtered , ke com- 
maunds him to go before the ranckes , at- 
med with a Ught Brigantine , and carrying 
vpon his ſhoulder alictle ſpeare , after a mi 
litary manner. And he was merucilouſly te- 
created, when he ſaw the boy delighted in 
this Kind of exerciſe. He hauing ſtayed cer. 
tayne moneths at (, as that age is apt 
to imitate all things which it ſecs done, 
whilſt he dayly playerh , and talketh with 


the ſouldiers promiſcuouſly , by little and 


little he takes vnto him military affectiom, 
and he ſhewed by very pregnat ſignes to be 
x affectio- 
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— — towards that glory, 
whither his F. athers incourageinent, and e- 
zample called him. The tetore it often fell 
out, that medling both with other weapons, 
and eſpecially with peeces of ordinance, he 
did much indanger himſcite , had not God 
who reſerued him to a more holy Kind of 
life, in a manner aboue the courſe ot nature 
diverted him. Surely of this a teſtimony was 
giuen , when once in ſhooting off a ſmall 
ae he fouly beſmeared all his face with 
the hoat-burning ſteame of the powder 
Another tyme , when in the ſummer the 
Marques about noone-tyde tooke his te- 
poſe , & he (which you would wonder at in 
one of ſo {mall age) hauing no ones helpe 
thereunto , caſting certaine powder which 
hc had gathered out of the ſouldiers purſes 
whilſt they tooke their none-ſleepe , into a 
litle peece of ordinance, which ſtood before 
the Caftle.walls, and putting fre therto, ei- 
caped — — ro being overthrown 
with the violent recoyling of the | 
whecles flying backward, The Marques be- 
ing rouſed with the ſuddaine noi ſe, | 
leaſt ſome mutiny had bya riſca 
the ſouldiers , ſent one to 
vawonrted inſolency this was. W hen be had 
vnderſtood the wholt matter, he would 
haue corrected his ſonne , had not the foul. 


pe who were very much — 2 
the great vndertakm chu 
begged hu — and other 
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uations of the like kind, he was wont after 
when he hued amongſt religious perſons of- 
ten to recount , as teſtimonies ot the ſingu- 
lar goodneſſe of Almighty God — 
him, by whoſe aſſiſtance he had eſcaped fo 
great dangers, Neyther as then was he quite 
voyd of ſcruple tor that litle powder which 
he had ſo purloyned trom the Souldiers , 
had he not extenuated it with that comfor. 
table opinion , that the Souldicrs would 
moſt willingly hauc beſtowed it vpon him, 
if he had asked it of them | 
The Marques being to go with his forces 

to Tens, ſendeth back «Aloyſius to Caſtilion, 
where he continued the ſame courſe of lyfe 
which he vndertooke at Caſall . And as tor 
the moſt part, proſe common ſouldiers are 
* to licentibus, and diſhoneſt ſpeaches, 

e likewiſe by conforting with them had 
learned ſome ſuch like kind of talke , which 
he not knowing the meaning thereof .did | 
ſomerymes vtrer ; as attcrward he gaue ac- 
count to F. Hicrome Platus, u hen he inqui- 
red of him his whole courſe of lite which he 
lead inthe world, being now conſecrated to 
Religion. This, when vyon a certaine ty me 
Peter. Francs. Twrcius had vnderſtanding of, 

who as we haue ſaid be fore was Tutour to 

im in his child hood) he did ſo vehemently | 
inueigh agaynſtit, that as the ſelteſame Tu- 
tour after affirmed vnto me , he ncuer af- 
ter was obſerued to vtter any other, then 
- honeſt and decent ſpeaches . Yea, and more 


then 


ß 
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then that, hen afterward he heard any one 
ſpeak ing debauſly, he would ſtraight wa 
with a modeſt coùtenance, with his eyes ca 
downe to the ground, or turned ſome other 
way, eyther ſeeme to diuert his mynd , or 
ſignify that the words were troubleſome to 
him to heare. Wherby we may vnderſtand 
that he would neuer haue vſed theſe kind o 
ſpeaches, if he had firſt knowne what their 
meaning had beene. But in the whole courſe 
ef -Aloyſius his life, I find no ſinne commit- 
ted by him, which was more culpable, then 
were theſe wordes pronouced by him be in 
a very child, and ignorant what the things 
ſignifyed by the ſhould be, Which ſo ſoone 
as he vnderſtood-that they were vitious, and 
diſgracefull to his degree & calling, ſo great 
a ſhametaſtnes ceaſed vpon him, ( as he af. 
terward acknowledged) that he could ſcar- 
cely perſuade himſelfe to vnfould them to 
the Prieſt that was inquiſitour ot his Con- 
ſcience. Neyther truly did the penitency of 
this fault which ſeemed fo great vnto him, 
euer forſake him during his life. And as he 
had committed nothing worſe , that his c6. 
ſcience accuſed him of, ſo after he came in- 
to Religion, to the intent that for the ouer- 
coming and vilifying of himſelfe, he might 
ſhew himſelſe guilty of frailty from his 
child-hood , he would often recount to cer- 
taine of his iliar fricndes, theſe kind of 
paſſages, It is not vnlike, that God vpon ſet 
purpoſe ſuffered this Kind of blemiſh to 


— 
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him, that whilſt he chought 
that to be a fault in himſclte , which in ref. 
ped of the ignorance of his childiſh agc,and 
of the thing it ſelte , is more probable was 
none , inthe middeſ} of ſo many heauenly 
guifrs , and vertues with the which his mind 
wasafterward enriched from God, he might 
haue ſome matter of humiliation ; and that, 
as F. Gregory wrot of J. Bencd d, quem in in- 
„ poſuerat , retraheret pedem ; That 
might pull back that foote which he had 
newly ſet into the world. 


How be bchancd himfelfe from the ſt auc uth, till 
the eight yeare of his ag: 


CHAP. IV. 


Vt when he artained the ſcauenth yeare 

of his age( which ſeemeth vnto Arifto- 
ie, & the holy octours, to be ripe for rea- 
ſonable diſcourſe , and cuen for vertue, or 
vice ) hc conuerted himſelfe with ſo much 
fernour to the ſeruice of God, and did ſo 
holy conſecrate himſclte vnto him, that 
he was wont afterward to call that the time 
of his conuerſion. He tould therfore to thoſe 
fathers who were the reformers of his life, 
wato whome he vnfoulded the feerer of bis 
bart, that be eſlecmed this amongſt one of 
the maſtcſpecial benefits of Alarghty God 
towards him, that from the very ſeauenth 


| of his age, he was connerted to God 
— louc of the world . Now with | 


ba an afſiſtance of celcftial{ guifts, even 


from 
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now from che y ms that he vegan L 
haue the eof reatpn , Almighty God 4 
eyther preuent or ſecond al] his endeagoury 
may be manifeſt hecrby, in ſo much as foure 
Prieſts, who in diners places and at diners 
ty mes tooke his Confeſsions , euen thoſe 
which.cantained the diſcouery of his whole 
life, both before and after his entrance in- 
to the Society, and amongſt theſe Robert Bei- 
larmine that moſt illuſtrious Cardinalll who 
at his death heard the confeſsion of his 
whole life, all of them, allthougb ignorant 
of ech others teſtimony, did with one con- 
ſent ſer downe in writing, that he neuer 
committed ſo much as one deadly finne , or 
loſt the grace of God which he o tayned in 
Baptiſme. The which thing is ſo much the 
more to be admired, for that he paſled the 
moſt vnſtable part ot his age, not inMonaſte 4 
rics and facred Cloiſters of Religious men, 
in which,in teſpect of the ſmall occaſions of. 
inne, or the ſupply of ſo great company of 
men deuoted to God, both for holy con- 
uerſation and the help of ones mind, it is a 
great dcale eaſier to preſerue the grace. ob 
>od then in a vulgar courſe of liberty bus 
he euen from his very cradle beganne to cos 
uerſe in Princes courts. For boſides that time 
in which he was borne & bred vp in his Fas 
thers houſe he ſpent 7 
the Duke of Floreucr, the Duke of Mentns; 
and the King of Spayne , being alwayes-ftriz 
Aly ryed Nn conuerſation of Prin- 
ccs 
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ces and great Noble ney to the promi· 
ſcuous commerce of all men of what condi- 
tion ſocuer ,as occaſion ſerued. And yet in 
the middeſt of the delicacies of his fathers 
Houſe, and the prouocations of the Court, 
he preſcrued that integrity of ly fe, which he 


put on as a white garment in his Bapriſme , ' 


pure from all blemiſh and ynſporred. Wher- 
fore moſt worthily did Cardinal! Bell armine 
vpon a certaine time, when in a ſpeach which 
he had with me, and diners others, of the 


ſingular vertues of: Aloyſins cut then living, | 


by many arguments teach, that there neuer 


Wanted in this our Church (although di. 


ſtreſſed with a doubtfull conflict) certaine 
men of excellent ſanctity of life, who cuen 
whilſt they liued, were conf rmd in a ſtedfaſt 
degree of grace, in the fight of Allmight 

God, & namely adioyned theſe wordes : Is 
horwm numero, qui tam arts ath; indiſſoſ abili ne- 
ceſſu dine Deo fant adiuncti, equidem, quem mi- 
nim ſagit quid in cins mente avatur , Al oyſian 
woftrum — — collocandam cenſeo. In the 

* 


number of theſe which are adioyned vnto | 
God with ſo ſtrict and indiſſoluble a bond 
of friedſhip, ſurely I(as one that is very well 

acquainred with the affaires of his mind) 


thinke our «<Aloyfins Comag to be placed. 
Furthermore the ſame Cardinall in that re- 
markable teſtimony authentically ſigned & 
ſealed, added rear he certaine thing, which 
with thoſe that are not altogether ignorant 


lite, 
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pf the leading of a holy & retired courſe of 
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life, and that do prize the authority of N 
witneſſe, will moue far greater ad miration. 
For he affirmeth that B.«Aloyſinr euen from 
the very ſeauẽth yeare of his age, led a per- 
fe courſe of life, euery way accompliſhed 
with the exact rules of ſanctity. The dignity 


Jof which prerogatiue I leaue to the eſtima- 


tion ot the wiſe. 
And it ſeemeth to haue bene the pleaſure 


of allmighty God, that euen the wicked * 
J rits themſeſues, ſhould proclaime his ſancti 


ty of conuerſation, and the glory allready 
— for him in Heauen, when he was 
ut yet a child. For when as a certaine reli. 
gious man, of that order of S. Francis which 
they call Friars Obſcruants, be ing of excel- 
lent fame wherſocuer he trauailed comming 
to (aſtilion , reſted ina Monaſtery of his Or» 
der called S. Mariet, one mile from the row « 
ne, there was made great recourſe vnto him 
to ſee him, and requeſt his prayers. And tor 
ſo much, as the report went that he did ſome 
thinges aboue humane power, many poſſeſ- 
ſed and vexed with diuels were brought to 
him, that they might be helped by his exor- 
ciſmes. There, when this ptieſt, in the ſighi 
of a great aſſembly of people, together with 
diuers noble- men amongſt theſe, the 
child Aloyſſat, and his ot her younger bro. 
ther, according to his cuſtome caſt tÞrth di- 
uerſe execratios againſt theidiuel ; thoſe vn. 
cleane ſpirits cry out witha loud rarer, and 
yu 

WS; 


7 with a hand ſttretched forth rowa 
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fins: 999 eft quem cglam 
& mults inibi manct gloria. Do you ſee that 
boy? be it is for home heauen at the laſt,& 
much glory there, is prouided. That voyce 
was carried in memory & diuulged throgh. 
out all(aſtilon. Neither are there wanting 
thoſe at this day, who teſtify that they were 
preſcnrat the hearing of that ſpeach. And | 
although there be no credit to be giuen to 
the words of Diuells who are the Fathers 
of lyes, notwithſtanding I could caſily be 
periwaded, that they, to the intent th 
might be more aſhanied of their owne — 
nefte, were compelled by diuine force(as of. 
ten at other rimes )rodeclare the truth. 
For ſo ſingular was the opinion of men, 
euen at that time of this holy young man, 
| that in his life and manners, thay did ſeeme 
to be houid the forme of fome Angell del. 
| ceded from heauen. For daily at home vpon 
| his knees he recited thoſe prayers that are 
| | called che Dayly Exerciſe, the ſeauen pfal. 
mes, the ofhcc of rhe Bleſſed Virgin, eithet 
alone, or rogeather with ſome other com- 
panion, and performed other offices of 
iety. He was ſo gecuſtomed in that fort to 
| Laccle ypvn the bare ground at his prayers, 
| that he would mor futfer a cuſhion, or an 
ſuch like thing to be put vnder his knees; 
this afferward did he folemnty obſerue in 
the whole courſr of his life, as I xhall after 
declare. 03: - 
About thattiine he as velemeacly hi: 
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led witha gens euer, for the ſpace of 
eighteene whole moneths, alrhogh, becauſe 
at the firſt it was more extreme, afterward it 
held him leſſe in his bed. In the meane while 
¶ he patiently endured this infirmity, acithes 
did he euer omit, but that he would daily 
ng Jay the Graduall, & the penitentiall Pſalmes 
& other ſcr-prayers. Notwirhſtading ſome. 
times when as he was more weake then or- 
be Ydinary, he (ent for ſome of the maides that 
waited vpon his Mother that fo they might 
w4 help ro ay with him for hiscaſe. Theſe art 
of, Irbe foundations whichrhe g. Alon laid 
of Chriſtian vertue, when he was but ſcaucn 
n NVeares of age, that it ought not much ro be 
” Fncruciled at, t atrerward it brought him to 
s great a height, as we ſhal declare herafter, 


el. He is lroag bt by bis Father to Florence, to 
don apply his ladies. 

oh CHAP, V. 

* H the Marques Ferdinand ha- 


uing ſtaid more then two yeares 
of the Spanich Court after the voyage to 
a, returned into the territorics of his 

erg. Nrne Domiaion, as ſoone as he food «Aloy- 
, the head of his houſe, full of modeſty & 
iety, hauing laid downe his accuſtomed 
lilitaryardour; he did both admire that his 
toward line ſſe, & prudence beyond his 
ze, and in like manner reioyced _ * 
t he was provided of an heyte, ſo f ro 
vuerue the people, tharwere in his ſubie- 
| B 3 | tions 
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Aion. But he being now eight yeares of ag 
had far different deſignes in his mind, & had 
taken vnto him thoughts of a certaine hig. 
her degree of vertue . Neither did he doubt 
vpona certaine time to make the knownyn.! 
to his mother, whom whe he had often heard 
{ay , that if ſhe ſhold be bleſſed with diver 
children, it wold be a moſt acceptable thin 
vnto her, to {ce ſome one of them addiaet 
to religion, he in ſecret ſpeaketh vnto her ia 
this manner: Mother, ſayth he, you haue af. 
firmed, that it would be a thing acceptabł 
vnto you, if you might haue ſome one of 
our ſonnes, who might ſort himſelſe in 
ome religions family: ſurely I am confidtt, 
that God willteward you tor this gratious 
diſpoſition. And another day, when he had 
iterated the ſame wordes, he added, that he 
hoped alſo that he ſhould be that ſonne. H 
mother — for ſo much as he was | 
eldeſt, as one diſliking this ſpeach, brakei 
off, and commaunded her ſonne, togeathd 
with this his diſcourſc out of her preſence 
notwithſtanding ſhe laide them vp in he 
mind, & for that ſhe ſaw him much conue: 
ſit inthe exerciſe of picty, ſhe belieued th 
it would come to paſſe, as he had ſaid: all 
though ( as he afterward confeſſed when! 
was entered into Religion) he had at th 
time no certaine refolution of one fide orc 
ther, but only followed his owne cuſto 
of lous life. 
Whilſt theſe thinges paſſe,itis much b 
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ted abroad that the plage increaſerhe 
out all I:aly. For feare therof it ſeemed good 
ynto the Marques, to remoue himſelte to- 
— , with his whole family ro Monte- 
crrato. M hilſt he refideth there, he began to 
be afflicted with grieuous torments of the 
goute. Wherfore by the aduiſe of the Phiſs. 
tian he determineth to go the Bathes of Lu. 
ca, and to carry with him Rodai phat another 
of his ſonnes 2 the cure of a certaine infir- 
mity which he had, and in like manner his 
ſonne «Aloyſius, With an intent, that at his re- 
turne he might take Florence in his way, and 
there leaue — both in the Court of Fran- 
cis Medicet the great Duke of Taſc any, ether 
to the intent, that he might continue that 
friendſhip which he had begun with him in 
the Court of the Catholicke King, or for 
that they might be the better accommoda- 
ted for learning the Tat ane tongue. Ther- 
fore in the beginning of the Sommer the 
yeare 1577. he vt᷑t directly towards the ba- 
thes, when he departed from his wife ”_ 
much complaining , that her children of fo 
tender yeares ſhold be ſo far ſeparated from 
her. From thece, after that he had made ſuf- 
ficient vſe of the waters, he went towards 
Florence, whither when he neere approched, 
and vnderſtood that the gates therof were 
diligetly guarded with vate h- men for feare 
of the plague, he betooke himſelfe to Fieſali 
the place where his famibar fried lemes Ter- 
fin kept his nn. the meane 9 
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he commaunded notice to be giuen to the 
Great Duke, that he came with intention to 
falute him. Hauing receaued an anſwere, he 
entereth the citty, and is intcrtaimed by the 
Duke, wich remonſtrance of ſingular affe. 
Aion. This Duke when the Marques preſen. 
ted ynro him his ſones, was ſo much de ligh. 
ted with that prefent, that he would haue 
them lodged in no other place, but in his 
one pallace. But for that he was dehrous 
to haue his children inſtructed, not only in 
Courtlike deporte ment, but likewile in the 
libe rall ſtudies not long after by the Dukes 
good leaue, he bringing them home, be. 
oweth them ina towne called Ane At. 
tetward betorc his departure, he appointcth 
as Goueraour ouer them, and all that fami- 
ly , Frangis Twrcius, who now gouerneth the 
houſe of lohu Medices, aprincigall man, who 
was one of many yeares experience, and of 
Ha fidelity, and prudence whilſt he ferued 
im both in Speyze and Italy. He ordained 
for Chamberlain, (lement Ghijonrus now Go- 
uernour ouer the Marques his houſe who 
this day is Lord of (ftiliow. There was ad- 
ioyned vnto theſe, beſides the reſt of the fa- 
mily worthy of their renowne, Ialtuc Brixia. 
aus of (remone, being a prieſt of ſingular de- 
notiõ, who might informe them both in the 
atin tongue and in honeſt manners. Aloy- 
was now complete nine yeares of age, 
when he was left by his Father at Florence, 
wherc he ſpent two yearcs in learning the 
it 
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Li Tat an language. Vpon feſti 
dayes he reſorted tothe Court, and that. he 
might be obedient to the Gouernour of his 
child - hood, he did ſometimes diſpoſe him. 
{clfe ro ſome recreation. But he was (0 far 
from being gtuen to diſports, that as 
uors Medices the Duches of Mantua recoun- 
ted he being inuited for recreations fake to 
the gardens by her, and her liſter Mary, who 
at this day is the Queene of France, being 
then both of them ina manner children, was 
wort to deny, t hat he was delighted in paſſe- 
times; & that he had rather buſy himdelte in 
erecting lic le Altars, and in ſuch like exer- 
ciſes ot piety. 
He voweth to God hit wireinity in his childhood, 
aud fly:th the company of women. 
CHAP. VI. 

E had not long remained at Florence, 

when he made excelleat progreſſe in 
the practiſe of heauenly thinges, in io much 
as atterward he was wont to call Florenee the 
mother af his piety. And eſpecially he con- 
ccaued in his mind fo much obſeruance to- 
wards our Lady, the malt B. Vit gin- Mother 
that as often as he entred inte {peach of 
her, and reuglued in his mind the — 
myltcries of her lite, he ſeemed euon to melt 
with celeſtial iay, He was very much iaci- 
ted herunto hoth by the ſingular reverence 
which the commũ people of Florence do e- 
hihite to the Image at This B. v 
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in that Citty is — 194} the name ot 
Annantiata,and in like manner by the rea- 
ding of that litle booke which Ger Lor. 
ter, a Prieſt of the Society of IE S vs, wrote 
of the myſteries of the Roſary. In the rea- 
dingofthis booke,when he perceaued him- 
ſelte to be inflamed with a deſire to do ſom- 
thing that might be gratefull, and accepta- 
ble tothe Queene of Heauen , it came into 
his mind, that nothing could be perfour. 
med, more pleating, or better accommoda- 
ted vnto her, then if out of a deſire to imi- 
tate her chaſtity (as far forth as lyeth in hu- 
mane power) he ſhould by vow oblige, and 
conſecrate his virginity vnto her. Therfore 
when ypon a certaiue time he prayed before 
that Image which I ſpake off before, to the 
intent that he might likewiſe turne it to the 
honour of B. Uirgin, he voweth vnto God 
that he will for euer preſerue his virgini 

entyre and inuiolable; which vow he 15 if. 
waies after ſo religiouſly, and exactly per- 
forme, that euen therby it is manifeſt, how 
much it was ratifyed with God, and with 
how eſpeciall loue the Virgin-· mot her toke 
him into her charge and tuition. For they 
vpon whome he relyed as ghoſtly fathers, & 
namely Cardinall Bellarminc, in that teſtimo- 
ny, which he confirmed by oath, and much 
more at large Hicronwymus Platus in thoſe pa- 
pers written in latin, do affirme , that both 
the body of «Al whilſt he lined, was 
free from all ſenſe and motion of luſt pw 
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his mind of all obſcene ————— re- 
preſentations , which might in the leaſt mã- 
ner impuge this his vow, and purpoſe. 
Whichthing being beyond the com 
of all humane ſtrengrh and induſtry, it 
ciently appearcth to haue beene giuen x 
God as a certaine peculiar guift, at the te- 
queſt of his moſt Dearce Mother; which of 
how high a nature it is, he may eſtimate, 
who ſhall call to mind, that S. Pa ( whe- 
ther he ſpake of himſelfe or ſome other) did 
thrice beſeech our Lord that he would rake. 
from him, the ſtinge of the fleſh : That . 
Hicrome in the wildernes ſeeking to re 
the ſame, did often ſtrike his naked 
with ſtones : That S. Benedi# caſting away 
his garments, wallowed himſcife all in the 
briars: and in like manner, that S. Francs 
tumbled himſe!fnaked in the winter- oom: 
That S. Bernardplunging himſelte vp to the 
neck inan ycy poole extingniſhed this im- 
petuous ardour: That certayne few Saints 
which almighty God pleaſed to endow with 
this ſingular guift, haue obtained a reſcue 
from this ryranny . And if there haue bene 
any, they haue arriued vnto it by daily prai- 
ers and teares, Such did S. Gregory that 
in his Dialogues, recount E that ho- 
ly Abbot to be, who when in his youth he 
perceaued ſuch kind of fires to be enkindled 
in him, did not ceaſe to petition — 
God with long and frequent prayers, 
ſcading an Angell, deliue red him e 
| uch 
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fach kind of n 
as if he had bene but a new · borne infant. In 
like manner ( aſiauus relateth, that the Ab. 
bot Serenus when by frequent faſtes, prayers 
and trares, he had obtayned of God clean. 
neſſe of mind, did vadergo another as great 
a buſines, that he might alſo procure cleanes 
of body ; and that it was at laſt effected by 
the miniſtery of an Angell, fo that after that 
— neyther ſleeping nor — he was 
irred with any the leaſt motion. Io con- 
clude S. Thomas a man neerer to our memory, 
who obtayned the name of Angelica Do- 
How , when he had with a burning fire-brad 
driuen from him a certain laſciuious woma, 
& that an Angell afterward had girded him 
with a certayne girdle , was himſelfe alſo 
_ partaker of this truly Angelicall be- 
neſit 
Neyther was it out of any naturall frigi- 
dity, or ſtupidneſſe of ſenſes that B e 
all his members ſo peaceable, and obe- 
dient, and the ſecret cogitations of his hart 
ſd pure, whome they who were familiarly 
uainted with him, do all ioyntly affirme 
to haue bene of a ſanguine complexion , full 
of ſpirit, ſharpe, and induſtrious inthe ma- 
naging of his affayres. Let vs therfore con- 
feſle it to haue bene a diuine, and vnuſuall 
| guifr, — from the ſingular fauour 
irgin mother of God towards him, 
Vhom from that ryme forward in the whole 
courſte of his life he entertayned for his _ 
a6 r 


«Aloyſut Gomgage: TL ., 29 
ther with a certaine tender kind of loue, and 
piety, and repoſed in her a great hope in the 
proſecution of all his affaires. Not wit hſtan- 
ding the fingular vigilancy which himſelfe 
vſed in the — mode tat ion of his ſenſes 
was ot no ſmall moment for the maintain 
of this ſo excellent a benefit. For althou 
nothing of this Kind did very much trouble 
him, notwithſtanding out of his loue of vir- 
. and holy chaſtity , he began cuenfrs 
that day to ſtand vpon his guard cucr more, 
and to ſuruey, & obſetue all his ſenſes with 
a certayne exquiſite care: And — 
to reſtraine his eyes alwayes from all vicious 
allurements, and, chic fly tor that cauſe to go 
in publike with them continually fixed vp. 
on the groũi: but he did ſo much. throghout 
the whole courſe of his life, auoyd ta- 
miliarity , and company of women where. 
ſocuer he conuerſed, chat you would thinke 
he had with them a Rind of naturall anti 
thy. In fo much, as that he could not {1 
himſelfe to behould them. 

At ( aſtilios he receaued his mothers com- 
maunds, and returned an anſwere in 
tew wordes, to thoſe Noble women whic 
ſomerimes ſhe ſent from her company to his 
chamber to deliver ſome meſſage vnto 
and he would ralke with them no 
then through the doote halte-ſhur , with his 
eyes caſt ypon the groũd, leaſt he Could be- 
hould them. But that is not a thing much to 
be marucylcd at; For be y ould not ſo much 
* 
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as indure to ſpeake to his mother her ſelſe 
without witneſſes. Therfore if at any tyme, 
whilſt he was conuerſant with her, in the 
Chamber, or in the Parlour , others in the 
meane while ſhould chaunce ro with-draw 
theſelues, he would likewiſe preſently take 
ſome occaſion to dcpart ; and if he found 
none, he would bluſh with a modeſt kind of 
baſhfullneſlc. So ſingular was his ſolicitude 
and carcfulneſlc.He being asked vpon a cer- 
rayne tyme, by a certaine learned man who 
obſerued it, why he had this auerſion trom 
behoulding any woman, and cucn his mo- 
ther hericite ? lead he ſhould make Knowne 


his verrue , hc rather aſcribed it to his natu- 
rall baſhfulneſle , 


Beſides other things which were agreed 


on betweene hum & his father this was one; 
that he ſhou d commaund him in all things, 
but only in the viſits of women . That in o- 
ther things he would be, as is duty was, at 
his diſpoſing. Therctore the Marques after 
that he perccaucd him fo conſtant in this 
purpotc , not totroubic him, he was allwais 
obſeruing to his will heerin, He himſelfe in 
like manner would affirme, that he had ne- 
uer beheld certay ne noble women who were 
very necre of kin voto him. And this his cu- 

me was ſo well knowne , that in icſt he 
was oftentymes. by his familiar friends cal- 
ed, the W omen-hater, 
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At Florence he makgth great progreſſe in 6. 
more holy courſe of life . 


CHAP, VII. h 


OnxzovEr,when he was at Florence 
he began more often to purge his cõ- 
ſcience by cõfeſſion, then he had as yer done 
at (aftilion, with a certaine prieſt of the So. 
ciety of Izs vs; deſigned vnto him by his 
Gouernor , whoat that time gouerned the 
college in chat Cirty. When he came firſt vn. 
to him to confeſſion, hauing much and long 
before, both meditated and prepared him 
ſelfe at home, he conceaued in the preſence 
of him ſo much reuerence, baſbfulneſſe, and 
ſubmiſſion of himſelfe,as if he had exceeded 
all mortall men in the multitude of his fin- 
nes. He is ſcarcely kneeled at his feet, bur he 
falls into a ſound, and of neceſſit y being ta- 
ken vp by his gouernor is carried home. A. 
terward returning thither he diſcouercd all 
the ſinnes of his life paſt: of which thing we 
haue _ heard him — after he was 
ioyned to the Com ot religious men, 
that he reſted atiohed: in that confeſſion 
which he made at Florence of his whole life, 
Forſo much as this was the beginning of 
knowing himſelfe , and vndertaking- the 
courſe of a more ſtrict kind of life. For then 


he began carefully to diſcuſſe euery one of 
A — 
ther in, he would wholy impioy 
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ſearching out, & pulling vp the very rootes 
therof. Firſt ofalt herfore he obſcrucd him. 
ſelfe, to be ſome what of a cholerick nature, 
to be ſomerimes caſily tranſported with 
certaine kind of ſtorhnake , which thoughir 
did not breake forth, not vit hſtandinig it ve. 
xed his mind with ſome gricte and indiſpo. 
ſition. He gaue himfelfe therfore to conlider 
of the toulc deformity of anger, which he 
faid, did manifeſtly appearc and diſcouer it 
ſelfe, when the mind being recalled to his 
former tranquility he might perceaue that a 
man whilſt be was poſſe ſſed with anger, was 
in ſome fort beſides his ſenſes. W hen he had 
diſcoucred” t hat, he determined in time, to 
tome to bead himſelte to the repteſſing & 
ſupplanting of that corrupt diſpoſition of 
his mind. At t he laſt; by the aſſiſtãce of God 
and his owne great induſtry, he did io abſo- 
lacey ouercome it that he ſcemed after. 
ward to be vod ot all motion of anger. 
Furthermore he perceaued that ottenti- 
mes in company , tome one word or other 
fell from him tharmight tend to the deta- 
ming of others. Anctalithough, as he hun. 
ſelfe afterward co nfeſſed, of what qualicy 
foeuer tat ane was, it was fearcely at any 
tine ſo great, that it might be numbred a 
mot thote, whick for their flenderneilc 
are accounted venull; norwn hſtamding tor 
this eauſe he was d with hymtelte, 
& to the mntent that he might hot any morc 
De comapalled to arcyte- ham ſehe, ot any cb 
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like fault co the Prieft , he» did eſe! 

company and diſcourſe , not only of other 
friends, but euen of thoſe which were moſt 
familiar vnto him, and began very much to 
Adict himſelſe to retirement and ſolitude, 
where he might neither ſpeake, nor heare 
any thing that might caſt ypon his comſcien- 
ce any the leaſt ſpor. Some did aſcribe that 
ro-t00 much ſcrupuloſity and ſeuerity: Bur 
he doubtleſſe made but ſmall account of 
v hat others thought. And from that time, 
all the courſe ol. his life after, he did perpe- 
tually abſtame from all Kind of ſport. Fut. 
thermore he was fo much affected to the 
obedience of his ſuperiours, that his Gauer. 
nor denied, that euer he omitted any com. 
maund of his, how litt le ſocuer it was, And 
which is more, iſ at any tum he ſa his you- 
ger brother Nb taken ill part the re- 
pre henſi ons of his maiſte e ither of mani 
or learning; he would with a check exbort 
him to ſubmit himſelſe to gouernement 
He had ſuch reſpect ouer his ſetuanta, & 
in ſuch fort commaunded them, that he 
made them aſhamed not to obey him. Fur ſo 
much as they deny, that euer he commaun.. 
ded them imperiouſly, but euen in cheſe 
formes of fpeach : Vit #61. ,] eff. licet 
boc facias: #161 c , boc abs te vr 
Amabo te — — 4. That is to ſay: 


It it be not trob vnto you, you ma 

do this: if cõmodiouily you ma 2 

haue you doe: 1 {patch ths 
[# or 
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. bes g 5 there euer. 
ſo much ſweetneſſe in him che 
ewed himſelfe much to be moued with 
ommiſeration ouer his ſeruants. By this 
hauiour he did much oblige the mindes 
of them vnto him 
He was of ſo fingular modeſty , that he 
blubedineuen behoulding his chaberlaine 
whe he apparelled him in the morning , and 
in putting on his bree ches, he would ſcar. 
cely thruſt his toes out of the bed. cloathet, 
ſo tearful he was to diſcouer any naked part. 


He was preſent euery day at Maſſe, and vpon 
Feſtiuall, dayes at Furnſon g. All that time he 


had knowne not hing as yet of the contẽ pla. 
tion and meditation of celeſtiall hinge 


plying himſelfe only to the reciting o 
vocall prayers. Therfore euery morningby 
breake of day, he recited thoſe which art 
contained in the daily Exerciſe ,& the othet 
which I ſpake of before, humbly and atten- 
2 otwithſtanding alſthough in very 
deed he had not ks then determined in hi 
mind to abandone all the goods of Fortune 
neuertheleſſe he was fully reſolned, that i 
he did retaine thẽ, he would betake himſelfe 
to a moſt innocent, and exact courſe of life, 
And with this grauity of manners was B. 
eAloyſuu endowed being but of that age, & 
had attained to thoſe degrees of diuine P- 
lofophy, which thoſe often times are far ſnot 
of who haue ſpent many yeares in the diſci- 
line ofa more ſcuere life: hy 
eis 
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Bring recalled backs to Mantua, be dereFlninerh 


to renownce the Marqueſate , and to lead an 
Eceleſiafticall life, | 


CHAP. VIII. 


B L = ﬆ#x «Aloyſius had now liucd at Flo- 
rexce for two yeares, when by his father 
(vnto whome Milian the Duke of AM an 
had then giuen the gouerument of Mense 
Ferr «t0 ) he was commanded togeather with 
Ryamiph his y onger brother to liue at Ada. 
Thither therfore, by the great Dukes good 
leaue, he betooke himſelſe, in the monerh 
of Nouember the yeare 457 9.when he was 
u. years of age, and 8, moneths. There w 
he proſecuteth his cuſtome, which he 
gan at Florence of exerciſing a pious life,with 
no leſſe graue aduiſe then he had before be- 
gun it, he determineth to renounce the tits 
e and commodities of the Marques of (ai. 
low, with the which he was now by the Im- 
periall authority adorned and to reſigne thẽ 
ouer to 9 his yonget brother . And 
although he did now of late certainely fe- 
on to abſtaine rn pr7 ne e 2 
ing at that time, his indilpo calth, 
by reaſon of che Reaightaeſls of his water, 
gaue no ſmall confirmation to this his new 


. reſalution . For when he feared leaſt that 


malady ſhould increaſe, itſeemed good vnto 

him by the adviſe of the Phiſitians to 

uour to.conſume hog bad humours by 
2 
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Brace which were the matter of his diſeaſe: 
wato which abſlinence he gaue himſelf with 
do much tigour, that it is range , how he 
could eſcape death. For if ſometimes at ſux- 
r he did cate but one whole egge ( which 
eldome rymics he did) then he ſeemed to 
Auimſelſe to haue feaſted very roy ally. 
This ſeuere abſtinence he obſerued, both 
all chat wioter which he remained at Man» 
ue, and all che ſũmer following at Catilios, 
though dilluaded now by the Phiſitians & 
all athers ,not fo much for his health, as i 
was generally thought, but (as he, after he 
; 4 x pt ths to the religious Socicty con- 
ed to Hierame Platus tor deuonon fake, 
For akhough the love of his health did as 
the ſitſt driue him to that ſo r igida courſeof 
Ay et, by degrees notu ichſtanding he turned 
At into 8 cuſtome and out of that loue which 
hebarcro Almighty God , it be gan to be a 
Pleaſure to him . But as it ft in dri- 
Uingaway that diſeaſe which was growing 
vpo him oy ho al his 2 was mw 
it id it very much impayte t 

whole late of his health bes for with 
that ſlenderneſſe of dyecr he did fo far forth 
2 his Romac ke, that afterward when 
be moſt would , he could not take meate, æ 
agaynſt his appetite he tonke it, could he 
- Oy any mcanes retaine it. Ther fore where 
totore he had beenc ſom hat corpulent 
wesalways afterward of a leane hahit of 
7 his formec ſuength * 
e. 
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decayed 27 lace of that natural | 
there ſucceeded @ ve at weakenefſe; | 
chat vtterly corfupred rhe Whole fare of | 
his body , which notwithſtanding broughe 
this fruite to his mind, that for this reſpecł 
he was deſtirute of many ſpor tes which if he 
had bene of entire health he could nor haus 
auoyded. 

Therfote he did ſeldome go forth in pus 
blike, vnlefſe he went ro ſome Church, of 
religious houſe, where he did oft# diſcourſe 
of celeſtiall things. It fell our alſo once whe 
he went ro ſee Feet Gong his Coſen, 
= a prime man, t Hat in „ 

ouſe, going into a priuate (pre, he ape 
plied onſet for 2 — fer to his de- 
uotiogs, but afterward he ſo diſcouritd with 
him, and with the reſt of his familiar frien- 
des, with ſo much feruour , and ſubtility of 
divine thifiges , that euen then all of them 
ſttcmed him to be a holy man, The reſt of 
his time for the moſt part he ſpent alone and 
at home, ſequeſtfed from the company of 
men, ſometimes reading thoſe hiſtories of 
Saints which Su collected, with which he 
was very much. delighred ſometimes recis. 
ting his ſer-prayers, & in frequenting other 
actes of pi We which actes he did fa 
daily — char horas out of his affey 


Qion to that quiet Kintt of liſe, he grew! 
litrle and lire , ofall oo. obs. 
ä — that 


vp the 


amd riches J 
C 3 brot hq 


The Bleed A 
| 3 1 olle euote himſelfe 


to the Church not out of any hope to ob- 
taine Honours therein (which, being 
many often offered him, he had alu ais m 
con — for that he might in 
that Kind of life beſtow himſelfe wholy, 
more frely & quietly in the ſcruice of God, 
— he — this in his _ he 
began earneſtly ro importune the ues 
That he wold -. him leaue, being 5 
of Court imployments, to apply him- 
elfe vnto the fudy of learning, Naked 
ſanding he concealed fro him in the meane 
while ,- his determination of following an 
Eccleſtaſticall courſe of life. 
Returning to Caſtilion he obtayncs from God an 
excellent hability in nen prayer, 


CHAP. IX. 


Hat which for the moſt part the Prip- 

ces Gg do cuery yeare, to wit ue 
winter being ended they retire themſclues 
from Manta into divers places, till the ſũ- 
mer - heates be paſt ; the ſame doth the Mar- 
ues commaund ¶Aloyſus by letters, & that 
ſhould with his younger brother re- 
turne to Caſtilion , as thinking indeed that 
his naturall climate would be more holſome 
to him, then that of Man. Neyther did 
his hope deceaue him, for he was much a- 
mended with the pleaſantneſſe of that place, 
tuated-ypon a faire hill, moſt pleaſant to 
and Ido not doùbt, bur,eſpecially 
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that cure which his mother would haue 
applied to him, he might haue bene wholy 
tecoue red, if he could haue perſwaded him- 
ſelfe to haue remitted any thing of that ri. 
gor of life +vnto which he beg to giue him- 
ſelfe at Mantua. But he doubtleſſe being 
more ſolicitous of the health of his mind, 
then of his body, was ſo fat from any relaxa- 
tis ofthoſe endeauours of piety, vnto which 
he had accuſtomed himſelfe, as that he did 
rather ſtraighten them. For he added vnto 
that ſtrictneſſe of diet which he had impo- 
ſed vpon himiſelfe, with great rigour, conti- 
huall ſolitarines, in which he ſhrowded him. 
ſelfe for the loue ofdiuine thinges, auoiding 
all humane ſociety. 

Wheras therfore he daily ſeparated, and 
eſtranged himſelf from the common ſort of 
men, who are only drawne with theſe mor- 
tall reſpectesi God according to his ſin 
goodneſſe in rewarding thoſe who tf — 
ully ſerue him, did vouchſafe to declare, 
how gratefully he accepted this mynd , fo 
pious and ſo defirous of his honour , with 
which a youth but of tweſue yeares of 
did with ſo much innocency of manners 
ſecrate himſelfe vnto him. Therfore for ſa 
much as to that very day he was inſtructed 
by no 3 of m. 7 
pon celeſtiall marrers, nor had any vie ther- 
of;it was the pleaſure of God that without 
— lp, he would — + inſtructe 

im wi own? With 
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once 
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once moſt fit ly p his mind, in reſped 
of the excellent purity therot , for the re 
ceauingot heaucnly riches, he brought him 
to the moſt hidden treaſures of his guiftes, 
and powred. vpon him with a full hand (as 
they lay ) his endow ments. For when as be 
had calghrned his mind with a certaine ct. 
Ieſtiall light which exceeded im clcarneſſe all 
human capacity, he taught him a way of me. 
dicating , & pondering vpon the Almighty 
kower and greatneſſe of God, far more cu» 
riousand high, chen it could haue bene done 
by the precepts of any mortall man. M he he 
perccaued, that this ſo caſy an entrance asit 
wcre.ththe plentifull paſture, and cheerful! 
food of his ſoule, was1ſo boũtifully laid opt 
vato him, by way of ſeruiceable gratirude, 
tor this his loue ed. towards Mr 
mained whale daycs traſported in think! 
lomctimes ot thote admiable things which 
fell out iatheworkiagot our faluation; o- 
ther ſometimes in meditating vpon the ti. 
tles and attributes of Almighty God, when 
inthe meane,while*he was-iyrpriſcd. with ſo 
— that he could by no meanes mo- 
erate his tcares.. So as with them he of- 
ten maiſtned not only, the garments. which 
he wore, but euen the oog of his chamber. 
Therforc for the mg 2 all rhe day he 
was cloſe ſhut if he hold haue gone 
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from proſecuting the ſame, Thi when lus 
ſeruants obſerued, they would oſten throgh 
the chinkes of the doore deſery what he wa 
doing. For oftentimes they ſaw him Knee. 
ling before a crucifix for digers houres ta- 
gether, with his eyes fixed von it, with his 
armes ſometimes ſtretched out, ſumetimes 
placed before his breſt in the forme of 2 
croſſe, when he ſhed ſo many tears, t hat the 
very ſobs & grones might be heard throgh . 
the doores. And fomerimes they pereeaued » 
him to remaine unmooued, with his. mine. 
abſtracted from his ſenſus xuen like aRacue,, : 
with his eyes not lo much as once caſt dawn, 
At which time his Gouernour, & othetsthat 
were of his chamber, do aſſirme, that he was 
therin fo alienated from all ſenſe, that nei- 
ther with paſſing through his chamber, nor- 
with making any other noiſe, bey could di- 
vert his mind. When the fame. of theſo thin 
ges had ſpred it ſelie abroad, not now his fa. 
miliar acquaintance only, bus they alſo v ho 
were none of the Court, being ad mittod ta 
the ſame chinkes, and made oye- uit neſſes 
of the ſame thinges, could never fufficicnthy 
admire them. ntimes- alſo did the do. 
* ſeruitours heare him, in going 
the ſtaires, ſay v cuery ſtairo a a. \ 
ta. But 22 home, and abroad, * 
ther he was carried in coach, or went on 
foot, he heuer caſt off his mind from ch 
meditation of heauenly myſteries. In which . 
exerciſe ot picty ,as I ſaid before, he made = 
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of no Maiſter but Hayy; Brod, ho en. 

dued his mind with this diuine guifte, 28 it 

were witha pretious ointmẽt. And although 

he now obſerued acertaine manner of me- 

ditating , notwithſtanding he had not as yet 
| 
| 
0 
! 
] 
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learned to petforme it in methode & order, 
neither did he ſufficiently vnderſtand, what 
laces he ſhould eſpecially chooſe for it. 
Therfore at that time he fitly light vpon 4 
certayhe little Booke of Peter (niſin , 2 
Deuine of the Society of Izsvs, in which 
certaine heads of meditation, were after a 
certaine methodical] manner, ſer downe, 
Therby he was not only more vehemently 
enkindled rowards the low: of Diuine con- 
uerſation, bur alſo vnderſtood what courſe 
he ſhould infiſt ypon in meditation, & what 
times he ſhould obferue. Although then 
truly he confined his meditations within no 
certaine limits of time, but according to the 
copiouſheſle of the ſubiect, & according as 
his mind was put on forward with divine 
impulſions, he eyther made them longer or 
ortet: but in ſuch ſort as that he neuer de- 
ed from them, but eyther with his mind 
uminated with new lightes from heauen, 
er with his will inflamed with new ardour, 


or with his whole hart ſteepe d in new ſweet- 
nelle. 
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The beginning of his lowe to warde the Society of 
= * er of his xe ale of ſoutes . 
CHAP. X 


E was wont afterward to recount that 
this ſelfe-ſame litle Booke, of which 
made mention, togeather with the Indian 

Epiſtles did very much win his mind to the 
Society of Izsvs. The Booke truly, for that 
he ſayd, he did very much apprgue, and re- 
liſh rhe order of thingstherin,& much more 
the ſpirit by the impulſion whereof it was 
writren. And the Epiſtles, for that by them 
be vaderſtood how much God cao 
with the fathers of the Society of IV in 
reducing nations to Chriſt in thoſe climars. 
Therfore he ſtirred yp his mind to tho imi- 
rating of theſe excellent enterpriſes for the 
ſauing of ſoules which*coſt God ſo deare , 
though it ſhould be with the expenſe of his 
owne life, Neither did he ceaſe, euen in that 
his ſo tender age to indeauour to he the 
according to his power. For that cauſe alſo 
he went every feſtiuall day to the ſchooles 
of Chriſtian Doctrine, and laboured with 
infinite feruour himſelf alſo to inſtruct ehil. 
dren jn the rudiments of our 9s (49 and 
to giue them precepts of fayth 
manners. The which = di —— = 
mode loue © umili ty, auoi 
— 1 any boy though 
he were vnder his o charge, and leaſt of 


— 


44 The Life of Blefed 
Sabo that were —. — did moſt ear; 
neſtly excite the mindes of all rhe behoul. 
ders to the loue and worſhip of God. Fur. 
thermore if he ynderſtood of any diſcord a- 
mongſt the ſeruaars of the Court, he endesa 
uoured ro make them friends. In like man. 
ner, if he heard any, eyther curſing or ſpea- 
King againſt God, or his Saints, he repre hen- 
ded the. Thoſe which he Knew in the tou ne 
ro be of depratied manners, he did with 
great clemency exhiorr, & ſeriouſly ſolicit 
that they would correct and reforme them- 
ſrlues. He could in no ſort endure that Al- 
migen God ſhould be offended. 
obſefued'ir ac a ſolemne cuſtome, that 
he would intertaine no other diſcourſe but 
of diuine matters, & that with ſo great gra- 
uity of wordes and ſentences, that when a- 
bour that ty me he went with his mother to 
Dertons,to ſalute the Duches of Loratne , a 
very noble Lady, who rogearher with het 
daughrer rhe Duches of Branſwike rooke het 
journey thither, he did with ſpeaking aſto- 
nifty afl that Princes pages. Therefore they 
ioint ly aſfirmed, that u hoſocuer bad heard 
bis voyce diſcourfing fo excellenthy, and fo 
wiſely of God , and had nor alfo frene his 
face, that he would haue ſeemed vnto him 2 
man rige wi age and viſedome, nor 4 child. 


By 
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By the exhort ation of Cardynall Bort omeus bs 
beriuneth to frequent the ſacred myitevies. 

CHAP. XI. 


T* x 5 x things were done inthe yeare of 
our $aluation 1580.wherin Charics Bar- 
rama, Cardinall and Archbiſhop of Milene, 
« man of excellent Sanctity „was b 3 ke 
Grey9vy the thirteenth created Apoſtolickt 
Vilitour, ouer all thoſe Dioceſes which were 
in his prouince, and came to (aſtilion, whilſt 
he vilited the Dominio ot Bre/c/a, with on- 
ly ſeauen men, which he had choſen out of 
all his reginue, leaſt he might become trou- 
blelome to the Eccleſiaſticall men which he 
came to viſit. Then , u heras he performed 
many other thinges, excellentiy, and alta, 
gether with an Apoſtolike ſpirit, he in like 
manner in the yeare aforeſaid, the 11. of the 
Calends of Auguſt,which.is S.4ary M; 

lens day, being velled in his Poatificall ro. 
bes, in the Church of the Saints Vrin 
& Clas, which is the chiefe of that tone, 
made a yery fruitfullſermon to the people ; 
6nd alrbough the, ＋ ſend Ae 
melle $s vnto lu Avery much impor- 
tune bibs. cher he would be pleaſed to take 
his intertainemeat with them in the caſtle $ 
notwithſtanding he could ncucr be perſua- 
ded to reſt in any place, otherwiſe then 
with the Archprieſt, Whole houle was neare 
adioining to that holy Church. When B 4 
u being no but of che age of 42 
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and foure — reſorted thit her vatg 
him for the rendering of his duty, it is in- 
credible how much ioy he conceaucd by the 
only behoulding of this child, being eue 
like one of the Bleſled celeſtiall Angells, 
gratious in the Ae of God; & he ſpent ſo . 
much time with him, in long diſcourſes of vr 
Diuine matters priuately in his cloſet, that 
it moued great ad miration to all them that 3 
waited before the doores, Queſtionleſſe * 
it was an infinite contentment to this good © 
Cardinall, ro behould this tender plant, in 7 
the middeſt of the thornes of diuers ſecular f 
„without the induſtry of any mor- t 
-rall husband man, by the only inſpiration of 
« 
| 


heauenly breath, louriſhing with ſo comely 
vigour,and brought vp to ſuch an height of 
Chriſtian vertue. The holy child in like mã. 
ner very much reioyced, that he had gorten 
a a ma, vnto whome he might confidently de- 
clare himſelfe, and of whome he might te- 

ueſt an etplication of thoſe t hinges which 
cemed obſcure in the purſuite of true ver- 
tue. For wheras he heard much of the 
— of this Cardinall, which was very 
much ſpoken of, he did earneſtly ingroſle(as 
it were deliuered by the oracle of God) all 
his words and . which he deliuered 
of the keeping, following of a ſetled 
forme of liuing. 

B. Charles asked of him, whether he had 
euer receaued rhe bleſſed Euchariſt or no: 
which whe hedenied,the Cardinall who had 
now. 
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now perceaued the integrity of his mind, 
his maturity of wiſedome,together with his 
EY of heauenly marters drawne 
from God, did very ſeriouſly exhort him 
not only to receaue it, but alſo to frequẽt it. 
Furthermore in a ſhort diſcours he ſer down 
vnto him an eaſy forme, both rightly to pre- 
pare himſelfe , and piouſly to receaue this 
fountaine of all Bube bbunty. Beſides this, 
be did ſeriouſly exhort him, that he ſhould 
often, and diligently peruſe the Roman Ca- 
techiſme, ſer forth by decree of the Triden- 
fine Councell, at the commaund of Prius U. 
the Pope ,which booke inreſpe of the ele. 
ganc of the Latin tongue, this Cardinall 
id ſo mucheſteeme of, r hay wy. be 
& other profane Latin authors, he thought. 
it only fit to be explicated ro youths in the 
Schooles, to the intent that therby they 
might both reape piery, and a copious Lets 
_ Neither did he doubt to pur th is in 
ractiſe in the Seminaryar Millanc. But when 
y vic it ſelfe he found, that it fell not out 
according to his deſire, he did by commaũd 
as it were , reuiue the old authours againe . 
To conclude when he had giuen his benedi- 
Qion to eMloyſfiar, and had ſhewed other te- 
ſtimonies of his great good will rowards 
him, he him ro depart. ] 
This Bleſſed child omitted not to com- 
mit to memory the admonitions of ſo holy 
a Cardinall. Therfore he began 


wich greatcontentment to-perule fr r. 
—— 


8 G both for that it was reple niſhed 
with excellent learning for all mancr of (an. 
ctity, and Chriſtian inſtructions; & alſo be. 
＋ he was inuited to the reading therof 
dy the counſoll ot ſo excellẽt a man, home 
according as he well deſcrued , he did with 
all. dutitull reſpect honour. And like u iſe he 
was very import unate by the authority of ſo 
worthy a perſwader, to inde others to the 
trading oft he ſame booke. He allo be gan to 
enioy the diuine Euchariſt, to which betore 
he came it is incredible how diligent prepa- 
ration he yicd. For firſt of all lea(t he ould 
ſuficc — vaſcergely thing to reſt in his 
mind, which might be offenſiue to the eyes 
at God, home he expected as a gueſt, verily 
he made a capetull & exact diſcuſſion of the 
colurſc at all bis lite paſt. Afterward he come 
meth to accuſe himſelſe to the Prieſt, whom 
he did edify ich fo excellent teſtimonies of 
a penitent and bumble mind itneſſed with 
his xcares, that hę ſee med rather to come vn- 
to him as 4 maiſter, then as a guilty perſon. 
And doubtleſſe, it he were < able of any 
thing. that was nothing of fact, but of omiſ- 
ſion Only,. as 2 ot his duty. For 
w perſuaded himielfe that he neuer 
DNN that immortall light which 
God had ſet before ye — * 
bigher degrees of vertuc. queſtionles he 
— vnto hiauelte a loyteret and 
# ruant. Furthermore, during all thoſe 


* 


days, which went betore he arena avec 
| (1 


way 


P STI YT 


SPP 


4 o yſĩ Fenn . 

this his heauenly banquet, the memory d 
45 only tooke ech in his mind and- 
ſpeach. He made ſearch what others haue 
excellently titten therof,he did with him. 
ſelfe meditate therof, that he might be made 
partaker therof: he did ny ſo offer vp his 
praye rs, t hat his familiar friends would ſay, 
that he ſeemed euen to expoſtulate with the 
very walls, ſo often did he, now in this, now 
in that corner of the houſe , ſer himſelſe 
downe ypon his knees to pray. 

But what the feruorous piety of his in. 
ward mind was, when he was firſt receaued 
to the diuine banquet, & how much his will 
was inflamed with loue, was only know ne to 
God, who beheld the hidden ſecrets of his 
heart. Surely I could neuer find any mortal 
man, who was euer able to te late any thin 
of them ynto me. I only remember, — 
hake read this one relation in his publiks 
actes, that he in receauing the Euchariſt, had 
all the powers of his ſoule recollected, and 
very attentiue, that he was wont to be reple- 
niſhed with plentifull delicacies, and that he 
was openly a notable exãple of piety to all. 
Hauing taken this diuine repaſt, remaining 
vpon his knees in the ſight of all the people 
he continued in the holy Church-Afﬀterthat 
time he did not ceaſe often to receaue the 


holy communion . 

oreouer, this isathing of — 1 * me- 
mory,which I haue heard both fro his mo- 
ther, & from others who — often r 
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it; that truly — ehe had in ſo et- 
ceeding great veneration the Bleſſed Sacra. 
ment, chat daily when he was preſent at hol 
Maſle, after that the Prieſt had in ex cell 
wordes conſectated the body of Chrik, de. 
ing with infinite force of piety, diſſolued ins 
_ roteares, he would moiſfen the very groũd 
vnder him. In the ſame manner he ſtood affe. 
Qed, all the courſe of his life after, ſauing 
that only vpon feſtiuall dayes,when he him- 
ſelfe was retreſhed with that ſacred biquet, 
he powred out teares more abundantly. 
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Going to Monte-Ferraro,he vndergocth a preat 
Nd of bis life: there he conmer ſeth wit 
Religious men. 


CHAP. XII. 


178 told vento the Marques Frrdis and, 
who at that time liued at («/all of S. Eu. 
ſans, where the pallace of the Gouernour of 
Monte Ferrato is, t hat Aloyſius truly ſeemed 
to be ſome w hat —, ol his former in- 
firmity, but chat he was ſo broken with fre- 
quent faſts, and thoſe ſcarcely to be ſuppor- 
ted by any mortall man, which he vnder- 
tooke of hisowae accord, that his ſtomake 
being deſtroyed, he cold ſcarcely cither take 
or tetaine his meat nor concoct it, and that it 
was not likely to go any better with him, 
for ſo much as his owne courſes were o 
te to his health. The Marques who 

his chicteſt conteatment in the life & health 


of 


oAl _ Ti. z. 
Ofthis his i . dee 7 ee 
that if he had him in his owne power, 
might hnd ſore remedy for his d ,orat 
2 that ſome prouidenee might be v. 
ed. that it might grow no further, he ſen- 
deth for: Alea, togeather with his mother 
and Nou ph, to come vnto him. They ther- 
fore in the end of the ſomtmer of that yeare 
1580, betooke themſelues to their ioùrne 
from 245 towards Morte - Ferrato, wherin 
Alon d id vnder go a maniteſt n of 
his life. For wheras the river Ticino being 
very much increaſed with often ſhewers,was 
ypo neceſſity ro be paſſed at one of rhe foar- 
des, in the middeſt ofthe very ſtreame of rhe 
water, the coach wherin«Aloyſha rogearher 
with Vp H and their Governour went, 
was broken in the middeſt. The 

theteof wherein Rodaiphus was , being roy» 
ned to the horſts, although not w 
ſome labour & danger, was drawne by them, 
to the furcher baticke , whether the other 
evaches had now arriucd * the hinder pare, 
which carried ¶Aioyſim and his Gonrrnour 
being by the violence of rhe current carried 
far off, had brought borh theit Hues hes 
doubt, for whether the ſtrrame had ouer- 
throwne, or ſwallowed it vp, Alcyſu muſt 
of geceffity have periſhed in che waters, Hut 


verily it was the pleaſure of God aecording 
to the ſingular Se which he had of 


chiſd to proutde,that rhis part of the 
ſhould by 2 great —_ u tree, 
0 pl 
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bee of the waters had brought into the, 
mjddeſt of the riuer, be a little while ſuppor- 
ted, whilſtrhey that were landed vpon the 

other banke, ſas a man skilfull both in the 

Country,and the water,who riding into the 

riuer ypon a horſe, btought forth «Aloyſius 

behind him, and thither atterward returned 

to fetch, and tranſport his Gouernour. Ha. 

uing eſcaped this danger , aſſembling their 

company togeather, they went to the next 

holy Church, humbly ro thanke Almighty 

God, by whoſe bencticiall fauour they had 

auoyded this ſo diſtreſſe full accident. In the 

meane time, the fame went that they were 

drowned. His mother being gone before in 

the formoſt coach, hearing this meſſage, full 

of * and feare, came backs a great part 

of the way. Furthermore this rumour had. 
{pred it ſelfe euen ro Caſall, io the Marques 
his owne cares. He ſends away a man in poſt 
haſt to diſcouer the buſineſſe, neither after- 
ward tooke any reſt till he knew the truth 
of the matter. Bur ſhortly after, the arriuall 
of his wife and children disburthened him 
ofall carc and griefe. 

B. «Al remained at (ſal in Monte- 
Ferrato abouc halfe a yeare. During which 
time he both diligentſy applied himſelfe to 
the learning of the Latin tongue, wherin he 
profred indifferently well, and, moreouer 
aduanced himſelte further towards perfect 
vertue, by the moſt innocent and Saint- like 
conuerſation of thoſe holy Fathers, wha 

aa firſt 
WY 
- 
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feſt tooke their denomination from S. I. 
beheaded, or according to the more vul 
report, from S. Barnaby, in whoſe Churchat 
Millane, they firſt had their Origen. Where 
as he vied the, familiar company of theſe 
men, and accuſtomed in their Church to tre- 
_ the. Sacred myſteries of pennance and 
the Euchariſt , he did daily enkindle vnto 
him ſelfe a new light, to more firme procee- 
dings in celeſtial] di cipline. And as by his 
excellent indeauours he did euery day more 
then otherdeſerue at Gods handes new or. 
naments ; ſo did hediſcloſe vnto his mind 
new lightes of eternall learning, and ęueg- 
more with new inſtinct, as it were with'cet- 
taine ſpurs driving him away from tranſito- 
ry thinges,cxcire him by degrees to the de- 
ire of greater,and greater lanctity. 
Therforealthough his Father endeauou- 
red to offer him diuers occaſions of recrea- 
tingand delighting his mind , to the intent 
that he might remit ſome hat of that his ſo 
earneſt purſuire of picrys notwithſtanding 
he neuer ſuffered himſelſe to be any whit at 
all withdrawne from that duty, which he 
had vndertaken towards God. It was his 
chiefeſt recreation,for deuotion ſake to fre- 
quent the Churchof our Lady the Virgin- 
mother, ſurnamed de (res , which'neere to 
thar place is held in great veneration, forthe 
great Freu peo 7 ber oye 2 
o to the Mo of r ur, 
R to thay of the Blutes, and to 
D 3 confer 
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fer with the 6914 courſes of piety; 
from u hom in ſo much as he found > at 


agreement in their opinions, it ſeemed im. 
goſhble to withdraw him. Ne did chiefly ad- 
mire that cheerfullneſſe of countenance , 
which for the moſt part he obſerued in the 
all; that contempt of mortal] things, thoſe 
ſet · times both for prayer and the quires bat 
quiet throughout all their houſes voyd of 
ll noiſe that equality of mind, either liuing 
or dying. 
He giueth bis mind to Rgligian. 
CHAP. XHI, 


Axt c theſe obſcruations, he by 

litelc and little addicted his mind to 
the like kind of life. Then eſpecially, whey 
entring the houſe of the Bargabiter, he at 
Jealure conſidered with himfelfc the happy 


for ſo much as abandoning all the goods 
Fortan, to the intent that they might the 
more readily ſerue God, they did as it were 
neceſlarily ſubmit themſelues to his gare. 
Whertore, (as he himſelfe afterward related 
to me gad others at Rame he argucd thus 
with _ is. An * 

Dei not thos ſoc 8 Reli. 
Deu conrſe of life vw? Theſe 22 al 
Aale ſuare s, art placed far Fay porta 
Nes of puning, All that time which the comms ſort 
of wen ſpeng in the hunting aſter caſual riches, 
dci de, they beffop ig treaſaring vp 
| mo- 


eſtate of Religious men, cuen in that ref] beds 
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immortal riches, 5 
222 with be; 
* 


wither haue they any cauſe to feare , that t 
prous labomrs which the oo 
van. To conciade, Pgligious min arc they (- 
aner el ſe are) who in the leading of their life fol- 
v reaſun 46 their guide; neither arc they ſuluoct 
tothe dominion of tu ſuall deſires. The yſasc for ws 
bonogrs ,th:y maks uo eſtecme of terrene, & tran- 
ſtory goods they are uot fired vp With the inci- 
tew:utcs of emu! ation, they 1. wot after au - 
ther meu fortune, being in that ouly ſernice of 


wander u it] prey you ,that they bring Aw 


— 
2 
Aan Vhat wonder i it, that they 
oy p 2 prom ſeine 77 ing . 
W/E 1 then in «tics of piety, they ei- 
th —— W Cad, or a T he te- 
Hoy therfors of innoconcy Which their can- 
ſcience is ſeſſe gizeth thow doth hegat in tbem au 
In bard peage & tranquility of mind: from whece 
proecedeth the ſerenity which we may obſerac it 
their comntenauce an ol ſo, that their confident 
bope of cle richer.e Aud what ping can le 
—— Wbo/t baud they lead their (ime: 
tr) fans, & in 744 1 
whe kno frm ck, rw dot 
t t 0 
Vis ne lei in thy mad, Wat rr off 
| | 4 
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A e ee wh 
ue infinitely meritorious in the 
of C, do tye bimeternatly vuto themſel aas; 
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y vndertakg can euer bo in 


happy, v to ere is to rage. And What 


aud merry, ſcare neither death, mor the Tri- 
of Go 


God, was the panichm: utes of hell, 
« they 2 mindes git LIP 
2 £& wight 


yall, chen when they 641 to wind Whoue 


Propomne 
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1 unto N 225 Cod. C 
much lc aſure ( commodity thow mn 
freely to 4 ply thy Vlſe to piety. If ( according 4 
thou haft determined) tr ausfe rring the dignity of 
Marqmes vito Rodulgh, thow Wit not depart Þ | 
fro it, thos mayit perhaps ſce many thinges which [ 
thonraxſt not approne of. VViitthou ſec me note 
fee it but then the conſcience ofthy negleted amt 
will not ceaſe to prick thee. VOut thowreprehend 
it bit thenthou wilt be troble ſt me, or ſurt i ſpend 
thy ſpeach in vaine. hats when ar being tui 
Hatedin Pricfihood, thow thalt line amoneit Ec 

cleſi. aſticall men, doit thou then at laft con 
belicme that them thalt be able to keepe thee wth 
vowe No, rather hani profeſſed a certatne more 
exquiſite kjnd of vertue then men of the world art 
ſmbic# to, thow nhalt be perplexed with the ſame 
kind of digers that they are. C Vith the ſame ſaid 
I ? yea verily the aliurements to finne will more 
vehemently intice thee, then thoſe that are bound 
in wedlock, It is ———_ thee altogether to 4- 
void, but that thow chalt flatter profan men in 
a their opinion, and toit conſorme thy manners, 00. 
fo thing them vp in their corrupt de ſire t. For if thou 
5 ſaſer thy ſilfe to be detained in the world , thon 
muſt of nece/iity ſor the diſcharge of thy duty haxt 
recomrſe unto, obiive unto hy ſ-lfe one Prince 
after another. Now if thow aworde the familiarity 
of Noble women , who are by kindred ſomewhat 
allied vnto thee, thow thalt incer the cenſure of 
men, And if thou apply thy ſelfe theranto, thou 
Wilt queftionles breaks that thy principell vow. 
By the admittance of Pietthood, ( Ry — 
- g | noni, 
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bonomrs, — — felfe — | 
ter implotments, then now tho art tied vnto | 
thoſe more eſtranged piety. If thomrefmſe. 
them, thou thath thy oawne kinercd , and allies 
be tc armed an idle fruow and the reproach 7 thy 
family : neither wid they emer ceaſe; to perſecuts 
thee ,tull they hauc thruit thee forward to the un 
dertaking of honomrs . 
But tray if thus imbrace 4 R;ligious comrſe of 
life, thow nhalt 4s it were With one firots cut in 
ſuuder a! theſe bonds which hoald thee. Furtber- 
more thow 1halt thut thy ſciſe ont ſrom all dan. 
gers ; then nhalt thoulay downe the careful and 
earneft purſmit of all vaine and 332 hamanc 
inde awonrs. To conclude thou nhalt place thy ſtife 


in that hate ,wher: nothing may violate the peace 
of thy mind, or hinder thy de ſire of ſerwing God 


Wh all virtwons in , 

Theſe,and other ſuch like conſiderations 
did «Aloyſius reuolue with himſelfe at that 
time, as appeared by his owne relatio, which 
had ſo eſtabliſhed his mind, and tranſported 
it trom the ſenſes, that his familiar friendes 
mi ght caſily vnderſtand, that he a ho had his 
co gitatioa ſo bulily ſet a worke, did proiect 
ſome great matter with himſelte. No man 
notwithſtanding was ſo bould, as to aske 
him u hat his de batement was. To conclude, 
after he had often humbly petitioned Al 
mighty God, after he had refreſhed himſelte 
often with the Bleſſed Euchariſt , that it 
would pleaſe him to vouchſate him his lighs 
for the: diſcuſſing of deliberations. of that a 


conſe,” 
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— — ſuppohng r is — to be od 
mſpired into him by God, bidding farewell hie 
to the world with all ſecular affaires, he de- ¶ bout 
termined to betake himſelfe ro ſome Reli. ¶ ti 

jous family , where he would by vow ob. Nod 
— Virginity which before he had vert 
deuored ro Almighty God, alſo Obedience * 

d Euangelicall pouertx. But for fo much eo 
I havia not as yet paſſed the thirteenth — 
yeare of his age,it was not expedient for him 


to put his thoughts in execution; he neither bez 

vnto himſe lſe any family, nor dif. 
cloſed vnto any one that which he bad in his lit 
mind. But notwithſtanding, thoſe Fathers de 
— — ſomeu hat of his inten- his 
tions 


, became hope tull that he would at laſt {a1 
adioyne himſelte to their company. oy 
In = meane while, he, le — 248 mn 
might difagree from the purpoſe of his C 
mind, began more ſtrictly and vigilantly to — 
order the whole courſe of his life, and a- 10 


{ſecular and Court. delicacies, to ex- he 
pert in all vertue, the conuerſation of Re. 

gious men; to retire himſelſe longer to his 

chamber; not to haue any fire in the winter 
feaſon kindled, or brought into the ſame, 
where hitherto he was wont to haue ſome in 
reſpect of the tenderneſſe of his handes, 
which were accuſtomed to ſwell and breake 
withcold : in like manner abroad neuer to 


come neerethe fire, and if for company of 
others it was requiſite to do r 
of 


Duke that place wherjn he might be 


Alen Gomrpags., CLI. 5 
of na warmeneſſe ; to take with lignifica. 
tion of a gratefull mind, thoſe remedies 
which were brought him by thoſe of the 
houſe to allay the (wellipgot his hades, bug 
ſetting them atide ro make no vic of them 
todo all thinges out of 4 laue to lulferad. 
ucrlity tor Gods fake, | 

Morcoucr,he auoyded all concourſe of 
people, & much more did he abhorre Co. 
mev1es late ſuppets, and delicious bankets, 
to u hich he was oftè invited, but acuer cold 
be perſuaded by his Father ſowetimes euen 
ſlomaking that his ſo vnuſuall deſire of (0. 
litude. rfore athers reſorting thither, 
he only remained at home, and there ſpent 
kis time, ſometimes in holy meditations, 
ſametimes in communication of lcarning 
picty , with one, or other graue and — 
man. And other ſomt times be went to the 
Chu Fathers, and to the Barnabites, and 
wheras he could no more be carried aua 
with the pompes, & pleaſures of the world. 
be noed their holy dilcaurſcs . 

Vpon 8 certaine time, his Father took 
him in his cõpany to Milleze, that he might 
behould the tranſportation of all 22 

c 
+ bach 


ot that ptouince, u hetat it WAS re | 
whore 3 of 2 2 
mannaged, mould togcather with many 
other principall men, be preſent, Wheras 
thertore for ſo much as this was a thing rare 
and though very well worthy the 2 
there rclorged a gᷣcat cnc oute of . 
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vnto e — incenſe 
his Father, commaunding this preciſely ou 
of his authority, could do no otherwiſe but 
Roe, yer made vic of this new art, to wit, he 
neuer ſuffered himſelfe to be ſet in thoſe 
principall ſeates, from whence the whole 
pompe might comodiouſly haue byn ſeen: 
and which is more as far torth as he might, 
he endcauoured, either ſtill to fit with his 
eyes ſhut, or turned ſome other way. 

To conclude , I may very truly affirme, 
that he paſſed ouer his childhood, without 
ener paying the child. For he was neuer 
found in that age, to haue done any thing 
that might ſauout of leuity. He neuer hand- 
led any diſhoneſt, or vnprofitable bookes. 
He was much delighted to read the actes of 
Jans fer downe by Sarius, and Lippomanis, 
Ofprofane writers he for the mo part read 
thoſe,who write of manners, as Seneca, Pla- 
tarir, and Ualerins Maximus. He made vicof 
examples taken out of them, at ſuch time, a 
he exhorted others to frame the courſe of 
their life out of the preceptes of Chriſt, or 
Philofophy. For he ſometimes vttered ſpca- 


ches either openly with diuers others, ot I be 
priuately with ſome one alone, fo repleni- d. 
ſhed with moſt wiſe ſentences, ſo elegant, ſo Ib 
feruenr, that all beingaſtoniſhed would lay, I 
that his doctrin did far ſurpaſſe the capacity m: 
of his age, and t hat it was therfare deriued I 
tro God. That in like manner was the cauſe, I 
why his Kindred ( wheras they vere not ig- l 


norant 


«Aloyſius CN [L Lib. 7. Ft 
rant * conditions, and beheld not 


d Nr ichout diſpleaſure, ſo much rigour of diet, 
he id apparrell, and contempt of all thinges 

p -hich the world commendeth, norwirkſta- 
Ne ting hauing in reuerence his prudence, and 
d angular vertue, and neuer being ſo bold as 
C toaske why he did ſoz) let him go forward 
* with his courlſc . 


being returned to Caſtilion with his Father, he 
leadeth his life tn great auiterity being very 
ut much adaifed to Prayer. 


er CHAP. XIV. 


n 
4 A* Ter the Marques having perfor. 
med his gouernment of Monte-Ferrato 
of rent backe with his whole family to (i- 
1. Nov, Aloyſizs was fo far from any relaxation 
ad of that zcale of prayer, & ſhatp affliction of 
. lumſelte, that he did ſo much more ſtrai.. 
of Irn it. A great maruell it is gherfore,thar he 
as eicher was not oppreſſed with ſome gric- 
of Nrous diſeaſe, which might vtterly haue o- 
or ¶verthrow ne his health, now log ſince much 
a+ Jimpaired,or that his parentes in whoſe fight 
or le did theſe things, had not out of their au- 
11- Fthority forbidden him.For to that ſpare & 
ſo N hard diet, which (as I faid before) he vſed at 
Y, Ius, and neuer after left off, he added 
ty [many other entire faſts, as namely he ob- 
> ted three ſet-faſts at the leaſt cuery 
+ Ivecke; That is to * Saturday, in ho. 
z0ur of the moſt bleſſed Virgin · Motheri v 
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pon ay , in memory of the paſſion 
Chriſt our Sauiour, vpon which day beikg 
only contented with bred and warer j inthe 
morning with nothing elſe but three 
ſells of bred dipped in water, and at euenin 
for his hungry ref ection, he liued vpon on 
ny cutting of bread, a licle toſted , & fou- 
ked in water. To conclude, vpon wedneſday 
ſometimes he abſtained from all things, 
except bread and water z ſometimes he ob- 
ſerued the receaued cuſtome ot taſting inthe 
Church. There were added vnto theſe other 
extraordinary faſts, which of his owne -. e 
cord he impoled vpon himſe fe, as oftend | 
either the time moucd him therunto,orth ab 
he perceaued himſelfe 'drawne by the lou he 
of God, and ardour of piety. Furthermore ** 
he was ſo moderate in eating, that ſome of | ** 
his Fathers family maruclling, how he wal de 
able ro maintaine his life, determined at n-. ®* 
awares to him, to way gh how much nate * 
he tooke at one meale; 5 after, that by bal. in 
lance-waight they had examined his bread h 
7 — with his meat, they affirmed by b 
© 
ful 


hat his vſuall dinner or ſupper. did not 5 
ly amount to one Ounce waight. Which 
omit far from ſupplying che ordit. * 
ry neceſfiry of nature, that we muſt ce. ® 
cellarily confeſſe that which we haue heat * 
Forher Saints, chat his life was ſuſtained byÞ * 
diuine affitanec, wit hour which it fe- 
unpoiſible to live of ſo little meate.” 
teouer it s euer his cuſtome, te 
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da eye v ** Weh be thought to be 
the worſt diſh on the Table, taſting x 
lle therof to leaue the reſt varouched. But 
ia the later ending of his time in a ſecular 
e, vpon thoſe dayes that he did not faſt,he 
would take no meat but by waight, ſayin 
that, that was inough to mainraine lite, 
that the ouerplus was to be refuſed as fuper- 
fluous. And theſe thinges that haue bene re- 
lated of the courſe of his diet, both others, 
and alſo he that was his cup- bearer, and ta- 
ſer, and other of his Table-wayrers deli- 
gered vpon their oarthes . | 

He adioyned in like manner ro this ſcuert 
abſtinence,other auſtere puniſhments which 
he inflicted vpon his body. Therfore every - 
wee ke he diſc iplined lu mſelfe thtee times at 
at leaſt: but in thoſe laſt yeares that he con- 
verſed in che world, he vd it euery day , & 
at laſt three ty mes within the ſpace of the 
aight and the day, till he imbrued hi 
in his owne bloud. But for ſo much as at the 
hrſt he wanted a whippe made for rhis vſt 
he ſcourged himſelfe with ſuch Rind of tho. 
* they are u ont to tye dogs in, which 

y chaunce he found about the bout ; or 
with the endes of ropes, or us fore ay, with 


ani . They who for 
1 


th ten fecnhe him 1 
bender 
manner when they made , they 
hidden vnder his tert 


- — — — 
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made of whi . l he vſed 
to diſcipline Limſelfe. Moprfoucr his ſhirres 
were often ſhewed to his mother all beſ- 
meared wich bloud which followed the ſtri. 
pes of the laſhes. The Marques being certi. 
ed of theſe thinges,did both at other times 
often inucigh vehenent! againſt him, and 
allo once turning himſelf to 2 wife. vttered 
this out of much bitterneſſe of griete: This 
child ſeemethto haue a deſire to make au ay 
himſelfe. | 
And oftentimes he couered with the ſheg- 
tes of his bed, ſome end of a board, or other 
peece of wood, to the intent that he might 
fes ſome diſturbance to himſelfe in his 
cepe. But le aſt his body ſhold be free trom 
perperuall puniſhmer, inſteed of a hairecloth 
which he wanted, he wore(a thing ſtrange & 
vnheard of) next to his naked body, certaine 
ſpurs, prepared to ſpur the ſides of hoi ſes, 
hich did fo faſten in his ſoft fleſh their iron 
rowels , that they vexed him with a cruell 
torment. By which thing it ſufficiently ap- 
peareth, how wholy he refigned himſelte 
ouer to amore holy courſe of life, who be- 
ing but of the age of thirtecne yeares and 2 
borne in the middeſt of ſo delicate and 


flouriſhing a fortune, by the inſtruction of 
no maiſter, handled his body with ſo great 
: 


aufterir This holy child accõpanied theſe 
forſaid and other incommodiries with 
which he of his owne accord afflicted his 
body, with the exerciſe of his mind, and et- 

pecially 


Alen Co %  - [ Lib. 7. 65 
pecially with ſo great a cuſtome of prayer , 
that certaine Officers of his Court, being at 
theſe publike acts ſolemnly ſworne, denled 
that they euer came into his cloſet, but they 
found him buſy at prayer, and oltenty mes 
before he —— make an end thereof, they 
were forced to attend long before the doo 
tes. 

In the morning, after he was riſen out of 
h's bed, he ſpent a whole houre in the me- 
ditation of heauenly things, which he did 
dot meaſure by the running of an houre- 
glaſle, but by the impulſion of his charity 
towards God, & the tenſe of celeſtiall ſwer- 
nelle. Morcouer , he was dayly preſent at 
Maſſe , and oftentymes aſſiſted the Prieſt; 
with w hich office he was Fonderfully de- 
lighted . Furthermore, he ſorted himſelfe 
with the Religious men of the towne , as 4 
lingular example of edification vnto them, 
at ſuch time as they offered vp their publike 
pray ers, and pray ſes vnto God; the reſt of 
the day he retyred himſelfe to the reading 
of holy bookes , or to the conlideration „& 
deepe diſcuſſion of the hidden myſteries of 
holy Scripture. 

In the eucning , before he tooke himſelfe 
to reſt, he beſtowed two houres in prayer 
with ſo much ſenſe of deaorion, that you 
would thinke it impoſſible tor him ro ob. 
ſerue any meane therein. His chamberlaines 
who waited at the doores , that they might 
do him ſeruice at his going to bed, were ſo 

tarre 


rn 
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farre from being Ed ik this ſtay, that 
they prohred much by his example, in the 
way of vertue.T herfore ſometimes they be- 
held through the chinkes of the doore, how 
he brhaued himſelfe in prayer, other ſom- 
times in imitation of their maiſter, they the. 
ſelues became likewiſe humble ſuppliants to 
Almighty God. What ſhould | adde any 
more ? He vas ſo frequent in his retirement, 
and cogitatfon of holy things, that it could 
not be 1mgured to vanity, if a man ſhould 
conſtantly e he had his mynd c6- 
tinually ixedvpon God. Therefore often 
did the Marques complayne, that he could 
very hardly draw him out of his chamber, & 
he did recount to Fa. Profperus Malawolts, 
that he had often ſeene the place wherein he 
ſer himſelfe to prayer, moiſtned with his 
tcares . | 
Neither truly did he , when the care of 
any buſineſle called him out of this priuacy, 
ſuffer his mind therfpre to wader from that 
which he had meditated vygon. For whether 
he had in the morning meditated of Chriſts 
raſſion , or of any — ſubiect, he did ſo 
deeply imprint it in his mind, that no im- 
ployment in the day was able to blot it out 
of his memory. What ſhall I ſay? for that he 
did not thinke it inough to apply him- 
ſelfe to prayer in the day. and late in the eue- 
ning, but tor that intent euen in the night 
vnknowne to all his ſeruants , his ſte ped 
our of his bed , and whilſt they were aſleep, 
1 
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in _ but his ſhirt , in the darke 
and ſilen t night, in the middeſt of the cham- 
ber, allwaies far from any teſting place, he 
kneeled vpon the bare ground, & in the de- 
bate ment of celeſliall matters, ſpent the bet- 
ter part of the night. 

Neither did he vſe this only in the Sum- 
mer, but alſo in the Winter ſeaſon, which 
time of the yeare , in Lombardy is very ſhar 
with cold ; with which he did ſo tremble alt 
his hody ouer, that he was ſomew hat diuer- 
ted from his prehxed meditatiõs. W hich he 
imputing vnto himſelte as a fault, did ſo log 
exact of himſelſe with great violence, to be- 
come attentiue in his mind towards God, til 
atlaſt, being as it were abſtracted from his 
ſenſes , he was neuer more vexed with the 
torment ofany cold. But neuertheleſſe his 
body in the meane while, its vitall heat ha- 
uing torſaken all the members, would grow 
fo ſtiffe and ſtarke , that being no more able 
to kneele ypon his knees, and hating an 2 
uerſfion bock trom ſitting & ly ing, he would 
euen ſinke groueling, vpon the bare and 
told ground, and lying in that manner, he 
proſecuted the meditation which he had be- 
gun. Wherfore it ſeemed vnto me a ſtrange 
thing,how he was preſcrued from falling in- 
to ſome grieuous diſcaſe , or from ſtaruing 
or perifhing with the violence ofthe cold. 
Verily he himfelfe when he was#now conſe- 
crated to religion did confeſſe to certaine of 
his familiar trie ndet, vnto whotme be did co- 
E 2 fidently 
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Edently relate theſe vnaduiſed, (for ſo he din 
called them) & ouer-feruorous deeds of his, ren! 
that whilſt he lay ſo prone vpon the ground, ¶ neu 
he was ſometimes ſo vttetly deſtitute of per 
ſtrength , that being not able to {pit from mai 
him with his mouth, he was compelled to his 
ſwallow it. fide 
ſea 

By Gods afſift ance he c ſi apeth burning. Hrs con- ſlec 
fidenge in God, and contempt of the wor. out 
ſun 

CHAP, XV. ot 1 

iS 

Y this endeauour of B. Aloyſius go haue co 

all the partes of his mind recollected in tre 

his praier, came that paine of his head, which * 
did vehemẽtly vexe him all his life after. But ges 
he out of a deſire to ſuffer annoyances , and tel 
eſpecially ſuch a like paine , as Chriſt ſutte- =_ 
red by his crowne of thornes, was ſo far tro did 
ſeeking any remedy for the allaying of it, of 
that he rather tooke diners couries to nou- per 
riſh & increaſe it: & . it to be hol co 
ſome to him, ſeing that it did in a mannet of 
nothing hinder him from the mannaging ot ue 
his affaires, it brought into his memory the all 
torments of Chriſt , & gaue him occaſion of ſu 
meriting ſome reward in Hcauen. Ona time (m 
it happened, that being more ſharply hand- th 
led with that torment then ordinary , he ſe; 
went ſooner to his bed then he was wont. fla 
But afterward , as ſoone as it came into his fa 


ind, that he had not as yet chat day 1 
0 
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ding to his cuſtome,recited the ſeauen peni- 
tentiall P/almes , he forthwith determined 
neuer to cloſe his eyes to ſleepe til he had 
performed that tasKe . Therefore he com- 
maunded the boy that wayted on him in 
hischamber, to leaue the candle by his bed 
fide,and ſo to go away. Hauing ended thoſe 
ſeauen P/almes , being oppreſſed both with 
ſleepe, and the head- ach, he forgot to put 
out the candle. The which being wholy cõ- 
ſumed , the fire, when it had taken one fide 
of the bed without any flame, crept & ſpred 
it ſelte to tar, til it had ſet on fre all the bed. 
clothes which coucred the bed, & one mat- 
treſſe ſtuffed with ſtrau-, & three with wool. 
Whilſt the fire had much waſted theſe thin. 
ges, Aloyſius being awaked , ſo ſoone as he 
felt ſo great a heat, and moreouer was ver 

much atflicted with the paine of his head, 
did at the firſt ſuppoſe that he had bene fick 
ot a feuer: but 9 he found that all thin- 
ges elſe were no leſſe hoate to his touch, he 
could not imagine from whence the violence 
ol that vnuſuall heat ſhould proceed: yet ne- 
uertheleſſe he aſſaies againe to ſleepe, bur 
all in vaine. Wherfore when he was almoſt 
ſutfocated with the increaſing of the heat & 
ſmoke, he leaps out ot his bed, and openin 

the doore calleth vpon the boy . He ha 

ſcarcely ter his foot in the entry, when the 
flame breaking forth conſumed the other 
fart of the bed Which leaſt the whole houſe 


hould take fire fro the ſame, the ſouldiers, 
E who 
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who watched in garriſon about the Caſtle, 
being raifed , did caſt downe out of the 
wingou intothe ditches which were vnder. 
neth. Neither is it ro be doubred, but that if ©&® 
he had neuer ſo litle deferred the going out * 
of his bed, being e ſyecially in a litle cham- wh 
ber(as Imy ſelfe faw afterward )& that ſhur, the 
he might either haue bene conſumed by the of 
fire, or elſe haue periſhed by being choked be 
with the ſmoke. Bur queſtionleſſe God, by (V 
an eſpecial! prouidence of his, did deliver 1 * 


from all hurt, him, u home he had now deli. . 

ned for Religion, being not ignorant tor de 
whoſe ſake he was in this danger. Thertore bi 
all with one vpiforme conſent aſcribed his de 


reſeruation to God, and report allo was 
rought to the Dukes themſelues at Man- 
tua, that there had happened a certaine mi- 
raculous thing to the elder ſonne of the 
Marques: and } know not how long after, 
Leonora of Amnſlria herſelfe did in her pre“ 
ſence deſire to be intormed of the whole 
matter by himſelfe. He ſo ſoone as he knew 
the matter to be diuulged, (perhaps euen 
leaſt it ſhould be knowne that his candle 
ſhould be ſuffered to burne fo neere him) 
would very much be abaſhed at that que- 
ſtion. Aloyſius was u ot afterward, as one that 
d now well experienced , in diuers chaun- 
ces, the watch, and care which the eternall 
rouidence had ouer his life, to prefer his 
Frayers be fore all other counſels, & to com- 
nut himſelfe to the powerfull diſpoſall of 
Almigh- 
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Almi 1% God 1 al Fortunes , and in all 
both his owne, and his Fathers affaires: hu- 
7. bly beſecching, that he would only tauour 
if | (forinamanerin thoſe very wordes was he 
ve vont to comend his buſineſſe to God) that 
Ne which was beſt to be put in execution. Nei- 
f ther did this hope, & conhdence of the loue 
he ot God towards him euer deceaue him. For 
d | he himſclfe did once not feare to profeſſe, 
y | (vhich ſurely ſeemeth very ſtrange) that he 
r neuer petitioned God at any time in vaine, 
vere his petition great or ſmall: neither that 
he euer committed to his Prouidence any 
buſineſſe, how intricate ſocuer it were, and 
deiperately loſt in other mens opinions, 
which did not ſuccced according to his own 
harts deſire. So open was alwayes the Diuine 
bounty to his prayers. 

Out of this ſame daily conuerſation with 
God, ſeemeth that his excellency and great. 
neſſe of mind proceeded, deſpiſing & eſtee. 
ming as nothing, u hat ſocuer the world poſ- 
ſefle] ; then which endowment, he ſaid none 
was of more valew. Therfore in the pallaces 
of Princes, whilſt he be held gould, & ſiluer, 
plate, apparrell, furniture, the obſequiouſe- 
nelle of ſeruants , and other thinges of the 
like kind, for ſo much as he had a vild con. 
ceipt of all theſe thinges, as vaworthy to be 
eſtimated ſo much inthe iudgment of men, 
he could ſcarcely in the meane while for. 
beare laughing. Wherfore he did often in 
the diſcours which he had with his mother, 

E 4 moſt 
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moſt confidently Ke — he could not 
ſufficiently wonder, nor coniecture, what 
cauſe mortall men could alledg, that they 
mould nor all become Religious: For it is 
more cleare then the ſunne at noone-tide, 
ſaid he, t hat the cõmodities are more exqui- 
ſite, which Religion bringeth, not only to 
that future, but even to this morrall lite, ſe. 
ing that the fi uitiõ of thoſe which are eſſee. 
med princip all in this life, is but ſhort, & the 
thirſtersafter them are p uniſhed with cuills 
both liuing and dy ing. His mother when the 
heard him diſcours in this manner, although 
ſhe eaſily perceaued, what intentions he had 
in his mind, yet for ſome reſpect ſhe did not 
at that time, ſo much as reply one word vn- 
to him. 

And although truly, he did in a manner 
ebſtaine from the ſociety of all men, yet 
when he gaue himſelie rhcrunto, he did tor 
the moſt part accopany himſelfe familiarly 
with Ecclefiaſticall and Religious men, u ho 
liued at (ft on. But tor ſo muchas very ma- 
ny honelt men, hauing beene borne in that 
towne, were conucriant in diuers holy Fami- 
lies, diiperſed through other Countrics, and 
which did ſometimes returne to viſit theit 
one, theſe fo ſoone as eAloyſius had no! ice 
of their arriual}, he went vnto them to talke 
or diuine matters, accepting allo at their 
hands with a great defire, and ſenſe of piety , 
meddalls of — Agnus-Dei , and 
other ſuch like things belonging to piety. 

| But 
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Bur — he mod pleaſure by = | 
comming of certaine reuerend Monkes of | 
Caſino, of the Order of S. Bene, who whe 
his lite was called in queſtion atModens,yicl. 
d&d ynto him an excellet teſtimony ot pious 
lanctity. Neither was he leſſe inclined to- 
wards certaine Reuerend Fathers of the Or. 
der of S Dominic i, who in the Sommer time 
for their recreation came to ( aſtilion, with 
home in like manner he conterred fami- 
larly of matters touching his ſoules health. 
Amongſt theſe was the & Fa. Fr.Clandius Fi- 
#4 of Modena. Doctour and reader of Diui- 
nity,and a preacher of great fame in Lombar. 
dy. He both at other times, and alſo a little 
before his death , before the Tribunall of 


| — of Alodeua, being queſtioned con- 


cerning that matter, anſwered vpon oath in 
theſe wordes, which in reſpect ot the aut ho- 
rity of that man, Ithought good here to re- 


late. 


The xflimony of the N Fa. C landius Finns Do... 
(our of Dimtnity , of the Order of S. Domi- 


nicke,of the ſantity of Aloy lus , 
CHAP. XVI. 


| VV A $ well acquainted with the moſt le- 
— Lord Aloyſius Gonzaga, (to won 
lelonęc i the inheritance of the title, & fortaney 
2 the Marques of Caſtilion) not only * 
1 alſo by frequent diſcourſe with him, w t- 
geather with my fellower I retired to ! 
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and to orher places ſeated in the dominion of hit 
family. For very willinely lat mother cude au 
red that he n oi both confer with others, and 
eſpecially with m2 . Verily I departed from him 
attonmihed, and not without 4 certainc pleaſant 
guſt of mind, more inflamed in the lone of vertu in 
_—_— of the ſing ul ar example of ſanity, which 
mined tn his manners, ſententions peach, N ge. 
fare. All hit familiar ſpeach in a manncy tended 


men of himſciſe, and to the prayſe of thoſe who 
Separate them/clnrs from thoſe thinges, which to 
biind mortal men ſceme ſo goodly 5 magnificent. 
Once alfo he ſaid vntome; There j no cauſe why 
we hond infolently boaſt of our anceſtowrs ſting 
that there is no other difiercnce betweene the arhes 
of Princes and beggars, but that thoſe of Princes 
met more gricewonſly . In his tender age , be 
made no chew of chilatcbnes, being of notable mo- 
deſty often withdrawing himſelfe from company, 
and iu the me anc while remaining ſilent, muſine, 
Fraue, aud pions. Often he bad in his month theſe 
Peaches: O how willingly would I burne 
with as much loue of God 2. might be wor- 
thy of ſo great a maieſtyꝰ my very hart melts 
with gricte, when ſce chriſtians ſo vngrato- 
full rowards him. , 
A totes likewiſe of his modeſly, and lone of ho- 
weſty,was that bis backfulnefic, ſo ſull of candonr, 
andſuncerity that if any one excnin icft, and mer- 
riment bad hut — one word differing ne- 
ner & little from modeſly, be would with a — 
Marbing, and with « very modeſt ſie ne of 9510 
he 


to a certaine exquiſite deſire of humble deport- 
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nv 4 [nd common of his erromr. In the 
— while, whilft he heard any one 2 7 
the preceptes of a more perfett e, or rel atis 
gal elk into ply robs. Order, he ſte= 
wed to Compoſe h's face to greater fe renity, and to 
put o another ajþe#. Sometime al fo he cried o 
wth a figh:Good God, how much plc.aſwre u there 
in thoſe ſolid ioyes of Heanen , ſerng that we are 
ſomnch delight: d with the ſpeach of them heero 
vpou car? 
Sometimes I went with him into the Church, 
There he she wing . — of 4 mind moſi humbi 
and ſubmi ſec [ y wors Ripping Cd, aua far — 
being but a child, the ex umplet of men of riper yea 
res,and of long experience in the proſe ion - 
ligion. Sometimes being as it were in lamemtatios. 
other ſome time s his eyes being fixed vpon ſome one 
of the Saintes pucſaret, he neither game care 10 
thoſe that called him, nor ſpaks to them, neither 
world he withomt interpoſing ſome delay, yield 
the any anſtere ; whereby it manifeſtly appeared 
bu mind was alienated from his ſenſes. He did of 
ten affirme vnto me, that he bare a ſingular demo 
ton to the Blefied Virgin Mary, that withthe 
only he aring of her name, his hart ubounded with 
Incredible roy. Truly | knew him not after he had 
entred into a ſtrifcr comrſe of religion, not with 
ft.rnding I ban: hard, from dimers very grane mens 
at Milane, Breſcia, Cremona, Ferrara, Genoa; 
Mantua, and elſt where, that he being royned ta 
the Society of lefms , lined therin * great opi- 
nion of /anflity in the indgmtt of al men: - 
ry regions wen fret e. do fil that 
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in like manner dyed in the ſame ſanfity: and 
fome were of opimon , that it Was more ſafe to 
commend our ſcines to his bleſſed ſonle, then his 
fonic to God. Furthermore the ſame of the nurs- 
cles,prodigies, and other _ which Almighty 
God worksth for his ſake, and of the celeſliall ho- 
woxr Which is had of his Reliques, is dinwlged far 
and weere. Theſe ate the words of that Re- 
uerend Dominican Father. 


He goeth with the Marques into Spay ne, and i 
made hy of Honour to lames the Prince, 
Andof the life which he lead in the Court. 


CHAP. XVII. 


T was the yeare of Chriſt 1581. in the Au- 

tumne whcrot Mary of Awſtria daughter 
to the Emperour (þarles the V. daughter- 
in-law to Ferdinand the firſt, wife to Maxi- 
wilian the ſecond, mother to Rodaph the ſe- 
cond who raigneth at this day, and ſiſtet to 
Philip the ſecond the Catholike King, tooke 
her iourny out of Bohemia into Spayne. To 
do her honour, ſome Italian Princes , that 
were obliged to that Kingdome, & amongſt 
theſe the Marques Ferdinand Father of B. A- 
loyſuus , were by that King commaunded to 
atted her in pallage out of Italy into Spayue. 
And wheras his wite Martha at the requeſt 
of the Empreſſe accompanied him, they 
tooke likewiſe as companios in their iourny 
their three children ; one daughter whoſe 
name was Il, who remaining afterward 

in payne, cuded her life amongſt the princi- 
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ad — to Iſabells(lars —— 
nathe Infanta of Speyne, «Aloyſius his eldeſt 
ſonne being now ot the age of thirteene 
yeares and a halfe, and Rauh being ſome. 
what younger then he. In this iourny which 
Alowius — Out ot Italy into Spayne, he ne- 
ucr omitted his vſuall cuſtome ot daily me- 
itating vpon diuine matters, nor to make 
e ot that ardour of piety. Thertore he had 
alwaies his mind buſied in ſuch likes cares. It 
vas bruited in the Galley which they went 
in, that they were in ſome danger ot falling 
into the handes of the Turkes; heere he in- 
famed with a ſuddaine deſite, faid : Vtinam, 
its caſus ferret, vt Martyres fieremns , I would 
to God, it would ſo come to paſſe, that we 
might be made Martyrs. Morcouer his mo- 
ther recounted vnto ime ,that he tound a. 
mongſt thoſe rockes of the Sea, a little ſtone 
diſtinguiſhed with certaine markes, which 
lcemed to repreſent the ſiue moſt ſacred 
voũdes of our Sauiour. But he whole whole 
mind was alwayecs {ct vpon piety, ſuppoun 
the ſame to be manifeſted vnto him by AL 
mighty God, to giue him to vnderſtad that 
he ſhould ſuffer the like paines that Chriſt 
did, turning to his mother: Sce Lady, ſaxth 
he, u hat Cod hath repreſented vnto me, & 
will my Father yet with-hould me from be- 
ing a Religious man? After that he did lon 
beare an — wo _ — tor ſo muc 

as it was a token o its ion. 
ourt , the Mar- 


After they came into the 
gues 
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ues vndertooke his ancient office of ChL 
rlayne , «Aloyſius and Rpdalphw being cho. 
ſen for Pages ot Honour, ſcrued les the 
Prince ſonne to the Catholique King Ph 
the ſecond, elder brother to Philip the third 
who at this day raigneth. Aloyſtus continued 
morethentwo years in Spayze during which 
ty me he did very diligently apply himſelfe 
to the ſtudy of learning . Acertayne Prieſt 
ſingularly lcarncd, rcad Logick to him. And 
one Dimas the Kings Mathematician deliue- 
red vnto him the deſcription of the Sphere. 
Beſides the ſe, he dayly atter dinner, applycd 
himſelte to a certaine maſter, who read vnto 
him naturall Philoſophy, and Diuinity: In 
which he grew ſo great a proficient , that 
when by chaunce at that ryme he rooke 2 
journey to Acala, where a certaine ſtudent 
ot Divinity had propounded certavne que- 
ſtions ro dilute on, and F. Gabriel Vaſqmer 
(whome after he heard explicating Diuinity 
at Rome) fare as Moderatour ; at their re- 
queſt he being but the a youth only of tours 
teene yeares otage , did with exquitite argu- 
ments, with lingular pray ſe and applauſe of 
them that were preſent, endeauour to proue 
that the myſtery of t he moſt holy Trinity, 
might be Knou ne by the naturall force of 
our vnderitanding . 
eAloyſuu being ſtrictly tyed to theſe im- 
ployments of the Court , & of learning, did 
eaſily perccaue that there could remaine vn- 
to him but little tyme for the applying him 
ſelte 
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ſelfe to —— of bee „eſpecially for fo 
much as ſomety mes he had not commodity 
eu6 to ſay thoſe praiers which he vſed to do, 
nor ſo often to — the Sacraments of 
Confeſſion and the Euchariſt. And now that 
forward defire ſo ſpeedily ro renounce the 
commodiries of Fortune, & thoſe ſame fie 
ry dartes throw ne into his breſt by Almigh- 
ty God, wherewith formerly his mynd was 
ſo inflamed, began by litle and little to lan- 
gniſh. Wherefore by the powerfull inſtinct 
of God , ſetting light by the rumours, and 
judgments of men, he determined to liue in 
the Court it ſelfe, with as much Religion, & 
Innocency, as poſſibly he could . For that 
purpoſe he chooſe for his Conte ſſarius Fs. 


Ferdinand Paternns a Sicilian, of the Society 


of IE SYS, who at that tyme liued at C- 
did. Neyther after that did he euer omit, o- 
ten to purge his ſoule by Pennance, and the 
Euchariſt. Furthermore how purely and vp- 
rightly he conuerſed in that Court, aboun- 
ding with all things which arc wont to in- 
felt the minds of men, the letters ot the for- 
ſayd father may teſtify, dared in the yeare 
1594 - the beginning of which, was in this 
manner 

Moſt Renerend Father, I pi reſolme you i 
briefe that which you requeſt of me. hane es 
found in Aloyſius or brother, whome from bu 


very childhood | as acque! utcd with in Spai 
2 — — 
daring all that rim, which was for the 2 ̃ 
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wares, 1 Was © far ns him en 
2 mort. all ſinuc (the which he 2. prin 
much 45 4Ny man, neither did be ener commit any 
in «ll bis life time, but cacu very often not ſo mach 
4 touched with the leaſt veniail ſinuc which might 
a in need of abſolution ; neither can the ſi thin 
ges be attributed to any ſlownes of nature, or dul- 
nes of wit, or underſtanding ) as Whoencn at that 
Ae, w., far liter au old man, then 4 youth both 
iu grazity of manners, and sharpencſſc f Wit and 

wdence. He Was agreat enemy to floath and id- 
lencfie. Therfore he was alwaics buſted in houcf} 
exerciſes, but for the moſt part iu reading the holy 
Bible in which his mind receancd great cont: mt 
went. In like manner I noted ſo great modeſly 18 
bis fpeaches,that he newer game offence to any one 
ſo much as in the lcaft —. 

By theſe wordes of this Father who had 
heard his confeſſions, and other which here- 
after I purpoſe to fer downe, it may very 
clearly appeare, that he in the very middeſt 
of Court-imployments , liued after a ccle- 
ſtiall and Angelic all manner. For it ought to 
be accounted a certaine ſingular commen- 
dation, when one conuerſing in the court, is 
declared not to be guilty ſo much as of thoſe 
ſinnes, the which although they are veniall, 
yet haue need of ablolucion. 

In publike he was ſo compoſed, and ſo 
modedd; the he neuer ſo much as lifted vp 
his eyes from the ground. Therfore vpon 
occaſion of ſuch like {peach , he declared 
when he was now a Religious man, that he 
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vas not able to find the way without a guid, 
neither at Madrid where he liued certaine 
yeares,nor atC aftilion where he was borne & 
brought vp: which guide he was wont al- 
waies to make vic of, both leaſt there might 
any occaſion be giuen of diſtracting the 
thoughts of his mind, and alſo( as he faid ) 
that Fe might be attentiue to his medita- 
tions. Concerning this modeſty and tempe- 
rance of his eyes, I do purpoſe truly to re- 
late a thing very new and ynheard of, which 
pon the teſtimony of the Prouinciall of 
Naples ot the Society of Iefus, whom he vied 
as his familiar friend , is cohrmed by the pu. 
blike monumenres. Thus the matter paſſed. 
Aloyſius as it is ſaid before, tooke his iour- 
ny out of Italy into Spur in the compan 

ot the Empreſle, afterward whiltt he remai- 
ned in the Court, he went almoſt euery day 
with Iames the Prince, to ſalute the ſame 
Empreſſe, and to conclude, was put vpon a 
thouſand oportunities to fee and behould 
her exactly: Notwithſtading fo ſingular was 
his modeſly chat he conteſſed to that Father 
which I ſpake of, that he had not ſo much as 
once ſcene her face or viewed her perſõ. And 
who is ignorant, with how great a deſite all 
men arc poſſeſſed, for the moſt part, of ſe ing 
ind curious peruſing as often as occaſion is 
offered, all ſuch kind of perſonages placed 

ma 


indignity , & what great concourte o 
titude is made to behould them, in thoſe 
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He began euen then, to haue in 
eſteeme , ouerworne and old cloathes , and 
ſtockins with patches vpon the knees, of 
which the meaneſt mei are wont to be aſha. 
med. Queſtionles, he hauing this corrupt 
world in contempt, made but little eſteeme 
what acceptance his deeds had with them 
who were flauiſhly ſubiect therunto. For in 
like manner he would defer as long as he 
could the putting on of thoſe new cloathes 
w hich were made by his Fathers command, 
and when he had once or twice gone appare- 
led with them, he did moſt gladly returne to 
his old ragges againe . Goulden chaines & 
other ornaments, which the cuſtome of that 
Court doth applaud, he auoided, ſay ing that 
this was the furniture of them, who propo- 
{ed vntothemſclues, not the ſeruice of God 
(as he had reſolued) but the delights of the 

body, & of Fortune. For this reſpect he had 
great conflicts with his inceſed Father, who 
interpreted the modeſty of his Sonne, to be 
the diſgrace of him, and his Family. At the 
laſt he yielded to the coſtancy of his ſonne; 
and that which for ſome reſpectes before he 
could not approue , he then began to ad- 
mire. Notwithſtanding although Aloyſiat 
did himſclfe make ſo — account ot po- 
uerty, he did neuertheleſſe eaſily ſuffer, that 
his ſeruants and attendants, hold euery one 
be fer forth in apparrell according to their 
office and dignity. His conuerſation with 


the Nobility of the Court, was fo full of 
J grauity 
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uity & Religion, that if they did but ſee 
1 ba comming, or behould him cuen a far of 
„ | they brake of their licencious & merry diſc 


courſes, and compoſed rhemiclues ro mode- 
ſty. And for ſo much as it did manifeſtly ap- 


: — that he did punctually obſerue, in all 
a is word es, and actions, all the exact rules of 
, honeſty,and that he could not endure to ad- 
. mit vnto his cares any vndecent word, whe. 
N ther it were in ieſt or in carneſt, it was grown 


acommon prouerbe amongſt the prime men 
ot the Court: Marchionem Caſlilionenſem mi- 

Lorem, nou vide ri carne conſt are t hat, the yon 
Marques of (aſtilion did not ſceme to alf 
ot fleſh. He let flip no occaſion herby he 
might proht others. The wind once did blow 
ſomewhat boiſterouſly vpo Iames the Prince 
whilſt he looked out at a window , being 
at that time but a little one, at which he be- 
ing childiſhly fro ard ſaid: Heat vente impe- 
ro tibi vt — mihi exhibere deſinas, that is 
to ſay, Harke Syr wind , I commaund youto 
ccaſe to troble me. Then «Aloyb1us that ſtood 
neere vnto him, taking hould of this opor- 
tunity ſaid ? Potes,Domine , homines tam diftis 
obedientes manciſti, in clementa autem ſolius Dei 
imperiam eſt, cui te parere oportet +: you may 
(my Lord) procure men to be obedient to 
your commaunds, but to God only doth 
the gouernement of the elements 2 
u home alſo it behooue th you to obey. The 
King (as of all other affaires of his little 
ſoune, ſo) like wiſe being certiſied of this cas 
F 3 maund 
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-. which he cs your & of the 
prudẽt anſwere which eAloyſtus gaue to him, 
— 4 it to be ſpoken both wiſely & ſeaſo- 
nably. 
Whilſt he remaineth in Spayne , he by 
chance did light vpona bookec, which Leva 
ot Granada ſet forth, of the courſc ot medi- 
tating piouſly, and of fixing the mind vpon 
that only, bcing recalled troall other carcs. 
He being perſwaded by the reading therot, 
determined to meditate cuery day ſomc ſa- 
cred thinges, at the leaſt one houre, with his 
mind cloſely recollected, without any man- 
rer of diſtraction. Therfore when he had ſet 
humſelte vpon his knees, Without leaning to 
any ſup porter, he began his meditation, and 
continued it halte an houre, or for example 
lake three quarters of an houre, in which 
time if neuer ſo little other matter came into 
his mind, which diuerted him from his in- 
tended purpoſe, accounting all that tormer 
time tor loft, he began his meditation againe 
for another hourc , and itcratcd it afterward 
jo long, till that ſome one whole houre he 
had bene void trom all diſtraction of mind. 
Therforc ſometimes it was ordinary with 
bim to paſle ſiue houres in meditating, and 
lometimes more. But lcaſt, that whilſt he was 
buſied in ſuch like meditations, any cither 
ot His friends or ſtrangers ſhould by inter- 
pohng themſclucs diſturbe him, he hid him- 
delle in obicure corners, amongſt piles of 
wood prepared tor the ſire. There whilſt he 
holdeth 


- 
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holdeth on the courſe of his picty, in contẽ- 
plation and appealing of Almighty God, he 
could neuer be found by any of the houſe, 
although they much and diligently ſoughit 
for him. For which, he was then very much 
reprehended by his Parentes, when ſome 
Noble men of his frieds came to ſalute him. 
But he doubtleſſe whodid far preter the be- 
nefhes , which in the meane while were be. 
ſtowed vpon him trom heauen, betorc thoſe 
trivial! vitits ot mortall me, deſpiling ail hu- 
mane reſpects nothing fearing to be taxcul 
ot want ot duty or ciuility towards men, ſo 
that he might not incur the fault of ſlacke 
picry zowardes God, neuer, to become acce- 
pꝓtable to men, did omit ot to much as inter- 
rupt thoſe exerciſes ot Religion. This after 
it was noted by his friendes, they abſtained 
from ſuch thanł leſle offices , and left him 
tree from ail vayne imploymentes, & ſecure 
from al! tcarc of interruption. 


He deternniceth to ener into the Society of 
ISS us. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


L r 5s ED «Aloyſive had now ſpent tvvo 
yeares and a halte in , when by the 
inſtinct of Gods fpirit,wherwith he was dai- 
ly more and more inſpired, he thought it 
now a conuenient time , thar according to 
his determination made in It ay, it was re- 
quifite to betake himſelte to ſome Religion 
courſe of life. But to the mrer that he might 
F 3 al tor 
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after ſerious deliberation re ſolue, u hat or- 
der, amongſt all others was beſt to be cho- 
ſen, he applied himfelte with greater carneſt. 
neſſe then euer betore to beſeech Almighty 
God, that with his celeſtiall light he would 
vouchſafe to ſhew, what was ht to be done 
ina buſines ot fo great moment. Many thin- 
ges at that time did he reuolue in his mind, 
of which ſome I haue vnderſtood from his 
mother, vnto u home he imparted them, o- 
therſome he himiclte declared vnto vs after 
he had now entred into religion. But in all 
thinges he aymed at nothing elſe, but the 

greater glory of God. 

At the firſt thertore, as he was very; much 
= to that ſeuere courſe of life, and affli- 
ion of his body, he ſee med in his mind to 
be inclined, to apply himſelfe to the Died. 
ce ate Fat hers, u hich is an Order in Spayne for 
ſharpenelle of lite and auſterity of habit, e- 
qual] in name, and authority to that of the 
(apachins in Italy. And doubtleſſe the lowli- 
neſſe it ſelfe of their aſpect, and rigour of 
the ir courſe of life, cither in reſpect of their 
retirement to ſolitary places of woods, and 
| yr — being adorned in the mid- 
cſt of great cittyes with excellent examples 
of holy lite, doth nor a little (as for the moſt 
part it is wont todo ) encourage and inuite 
mindes deſirous ro accompliſh that matter 
well. But he departed atterward from this 
his firſt determination, either for that ſeeing 
* himlelfe infirme and weake, and by reaſon 
ot 
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of puniſhmenres of his owne accord infli- 
Qed vpon himſelfe, broken in his health, he 
might feare,leaſt if he ſhewed himſclfe leſſe 
able to comport with it, occaſion might be 
miniſtred to his friendes torake him againe 
our of the company of the Religious: or for 
that he thought it an eaſy matter for him, 
being accuſtomed to faſting, diſciplining, & 
other corporall afflictions cue in the courts 
themſe lues, to inſiſt v pon theſe without any 
impeachment, or cuen to add new ones vnto 
them, in whatſocuer other pious family he 
ſhould chooſe to live. Eſpecially, ſeing that 
his mother (u home he conſulted withall in 
this matter ) was of an opinion , that it was 
impoſſible in reſpe of his infirme health, 
for him to liue euen inthe world, with ſuch 
bitter puniſhmentes wherewith hitherto he 
had weakened himſelfe, much leſſe, long to 
maintaine his lif-in any more ſtrict courſe 
of Religion. And afterward he bega to con- 
fider with himſclfe, whether it might be an 
enterpriſe worth his labour, for him to en- 
ter into ſome family, where the ancient diſ- 
cipline had bene diſcontinued, and that he 
might reſtore it againe, firſt to that Mona- 
ſtery into which ke was receaued ,and afrer 
by degrees tothe whole Order. This _ 
ſeemed very much to concerne the generalf 

ood of the Church. But he contrariwiſe 
— ſo bold as to contide in his owne 
vertue ſo much began to feare, leaſt if this 


his projet ſhould not take good ſueceſſe, he 
| F 4 might 
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mighe deceauc himſclte,and whilſt he goeth 
about to aid others, depriue himſelfe of ne- 
cellary helpes . It ſeemed theretore bettet 
* to chooſe ſome Religious Order, 
which was cut nou ſtanding ina flouriſhing 
ſtare, relying vpon its ancient inſtitutions, & 
diſcipline. — there are many of this 
fort ſhining in Gods Church, he made little 
account ot thoſe, which without any ſtudy 
ot contemplation, {cr themiclues wholy v- 
on action, & accommodate themſelues on- 

y to do good to the bodies of others, which 
he ſaid he did not ſo well reliſh . Next vnto 
theſe there came vnto his mind, thoſe Or- 
ders, which being wholy ſeparated from the 
ſociety ot me in woods or tou nes, only ſo- 
licitous of thẽſelues (of which ſort are moſt 
of the companies of the Monkes)quietly en- 
deauour to get the perfect loue of God, by 
finging vato him ſacre d hy mnes, and by the 
reading or contemplating of celeſtiall thin- 
s. Andfrom the life of theſe, he was ſo far 
rom being aucricd, that he did ſee me euen 
with ſome willing inclination to be diſpoſed 
therũto. For what? he that in Princes courts 
and in the middeſt ot thoſe trobleſome noi- 
ſes ot men, was able to recall his mind from 
them, and place it in quiet ; ſhould he not 
more calily find the ſame ,in the houſes of 
Religious men, being ſequeſtred far from 
the world, and commerce of men? But he 
who did not only reſpect that which might 
make for the quiet of his mind, & the glory 
of 


_ —_ 
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of God, but went in continuall queſt after 
w hatſoeuer might be auailable for the grea- 
ter glory of God, thought that any talent 
which was let vnto him by Almighty God, 
and that he might lay out for the ſaluation 
of ſoules, ſhould by him as it were be buried 
in ſolitude, and made ot noyſe. Moreouer as 
ſome affirme, and we hereatter will declare, 
he had read in that booke of S. Thomas of 
Aue the Angelicall Doctour, intituled 
the Summe of Diuiuity, that thoſe Religious 
orders are in the principall degree of digni- 
ty, u ho beſtow their labours & endeauours 
in tcaching, preaching, & providing for the 
ſaluation of ſoules. For ſo much as they not 
content with the contemplation ot holſome 
thinges, do communicate vnto others that 
which they haue ſifted out by contempla- 
tion. Likewiſe that they come very neere to 
the ſimilitude of thar life, which the Sonne 
of God, the ſquare & rule of all perfect ver- 
tue, lead here vpon earth. For neither was he 
alu ayes retired into deſert places, in the a- 
doration of his Father, and contemplation, 
neyther did he alwayes inſtruct his dilciples, 
or preach to the people, but interchageably; 
ſometimes he aſcended vp to the mountains 
and ſolitary places, to offer vp his prayers to 
God, other ſometimes he deſcending from 
thence into the company ot men, inſtructed 
the ignorant with excellent precepts tor e- 
ternall ſaluation. 

Wherfore <Aloyfins , of his one accord, 
warming 
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waining himſelte as it were from the milke 
of caſe and celeſtiall delicacies , which he 
might haue enioyed in that ſilence, and ſoli- 
tude of a Monaſticall life, determined to be- 
take himſelte to ſome Sodality , which im- 
ployingir ſelfe in office, mixt & tempered 

erweene action and contemplation, might 
both apply the ſtudy of learning, & accom- 
pany the labour of bringing other men to 
ſaluation and perfect verruc, with the care 
of himſelfe. But for ſo much as there are ma- 
ny copanies in Gods Church aſſembled for 
this end, who cuery one after their proper 
manner & inſtitution liue holily therin ; he 
began to compare, amongſt themſelues, all 
their ſeuerall meanes, helpes, & exerciſes, by 
the which they cndeauour ro obtaine that 
end which they propound vnto themſelues. 
After therforc he had long, & much delibe- 
rated ypon the whole matter, and had often 
made his prayers vnto Almighty God , it 
pleaſed him in concluſion to make choyce 
of this, the loweſt & lateſt begun Society of 
all others, the which he thought ro be de- 
creed for him by God, and moſt oportunely 
ſorting to his ends. 

For ſoure canſes he made choyce of the 
Society of leis. 
CHAP. XIX. 


Vr healledged foure cauſes which per- 
ſuaded him, to prefer this Society be- 


B 


fore all other families, and he ſaid, that they 
aue him great contedtment. 
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he firſt was, for ſo much as the Inſtitu- 

tions therof, being as it were in the perfect 
vigour of a confirmed age, do hitherto 
flouriſh entire, and vnblemiſhed, and neuer 
declined into any worſe eſtate, by innoua- 
tions. , 

Another was, for that therin a ſpeciall 
vow is taken, wherby all power of ſeeking 
atrer Eccleſiaſticall dignities , or of admit- 
tingthem being offered (vnleſſe rhe autho- 
rity of the Pope himſelte be interpoſed ) is 
taken away. For truly he feared, leaſt if he 
ſhould adioyne himſelte ro any Religious 
order which would not refuſe them, that be. 
ing ſometime drawne from thence by the 
Will of his friends, he might be preferred gra- 
tu to ſome degree of dignity in the Church: 
which ſo long as he continued in the Socie- 
ty, he vnderſtood would not in like fort be 
in their power. 

The third was, for that he ſaw in the So- 
ciety, many wayes, and courſes to inſtruct 
youth in the teare of God, & the precepts 
of chaſtity, both by open ſchooles of good 
literature, andalſo by the conſtituting of 

ious Sodalities. For u hoſocuer doth la- 
— in cultiuating thoſe tender plantes, & 
in defending them by the preſcruatiues of 
pious exhortations, and the vſe of holy Sa- 
craments, both from the froſt- biting of vi- 
ces, & the luſttull heat of all exorbitant de- 
ſires, him he thought both to merit much at 
the hands of the Diving maicſty, and to do 
vnto 
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vnto him a thing infinite ly gratefull & plea. 


fing. 

The fourth was, for ſo muchas the Socie. 
ty , with a peculiar endeauour negortiaterh 
weep, 94 Food Heretikes to the lap of the 
holy Catholike Church, and the conuerſion 
of Gentiles, Indians, laponians , and Americans 
vnto Chriſt : Whertore he was Icad with a 
hope, that one day that fortune likewiſe 
might betide him, to be ſent for the ſalua- 
tion ot men into thoſe coaſtes. 

Hauing made this abſolute Election, the 
bleſſed young man did his endeauour to be 
made as certaine as poſſibly he might be, 
of the will ot God. He determined therfore 
for this purpoſe, to receaue the Bleiled Eu- 
chariſt,vpon tome feſtiuall day of our Blet- 
ſed Lady, that by her meanes commending 
it to Cod, he might be inſtructed u hat his 
diuine will was therin. A conucnient day 
approached , a feaſt of the memory of her 
Ailumprion into Heauen, the yeare 1883. and 
of his age the 15, and a halte. V hen that day 
came, early in the morning, hauing betore 
Pra ed very longe , and prepared — 
with extraordinary diligence, he was tetre- 
Med with that celeſtiall intat. After this whe 
he inſiſted very much vpon rendring than- 
kes to Almighty God, and beſecching him 
dy the merits of his Virgin Mother, that he 


would pleaſe to inſtruct him in that which 
might be moſt acceptable to hie Diuine ma- 
iefty, behold a cleare , and manifeſi voyce is 

—_ ytrered, 
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vttered, een — him to become 
Religious man in the Society ofI= $v s, & 
(as he atterward declared to his mother, and 
others attet his entrance into Religion) that 
- ſhould impart it preſently to his Ghoſtly 
Ather. 


He diſtloſe th his vocation vnto his (onfeflarius» 
and aſter to his Mother, and hu Father. 


CHAP. XX. 
EIN d thus certified of the wil of God, 


he returned home, full ot ioy, and dehre 
with all poſſible ſpeed to yield his obediece 
therunto ; and that very day meting with his 
Ghoſtly Father, he related how the matter 
had palled; he is very importunate with him, 
that he would deale with the Gouernours 
of the Society, that they with all expedition 
would vouchſafe him ad mittance therinto. 
The Father, when he had — diſcut- 
led both the beginning & progreſſe of this 
his intention, at laſt gaue this anſwere : that 
ſurely this aduiſe ſcemed to be very fc ncrai- 
gne, and giuen from God himſelte, but that 
it could neuer be effected, vnleſſe the Mar- 
ques his Father conſented therunto , for if 
he ſhould proue repugnant , the Fathers of 
the Society would neuer admit his Sons. 
That it belonged vnto him to declare mo 


his Father this his intention, and to petition 
him, with as effectuall intreaties and 
ments as he could, that he would 2 


leaue to pur it in excgution. 


gue 
Bu 
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But he , wheras his burning zeale of con- 
ſccrating himſelfe ro God brake through 
alldelayes , that very day opened the mat- 
ter to his mother. She rooke 1o preat con. 
tentment in this refolution of her ſonnes, 
that ſhe did exhibite humble thankes vnto 
Almighty God for the {ame , & very cheer. 
fully after the example of Auna, did preſent 
& dedicate him to his Diuine Maicſty . Mo- 
reouer ſhedid firſt certity the Marques of 
this matter, and u he ras he was very much 
incenſed at the heating of this vncxpected 
meſſage, ſhe did names bo mitigate his in- 
dignation. Neither did ſhe euer after omit 
to tauour & aſſiſt him in this buſines. W her- 
fore the Marques; not knou ing with how 
feruer a deſite his wite wisſhed to haue ſome 
one of her ſonnes to become the ſeruant of 
God in ſome Religious courſe, began to 
ſuſpect, that ſhe was partially carried with 
ſome private affection tou ards Fun ph, and 
to the intent that he might ter foot into the 
inheritance of his Fathers Principality, ſhe 
would willingly haue the other tied in Re- 
ligion. 

And not much after, «Aloyſius himſclte 
with great ſubmiſſion and reuerence went 
to his Father, and with a bold courage, and 
moſt apt ſpeach denounced vnto him, that 
he was reſolucd to ſpend the reſidue of his 
lite in Religion. Vpon this the Marques be- 
ing inflamed with anger,rcbuking him with 
many hard and ſharpe ſpeaches, bids him bo 

| uoy 


«Aloyſius Gomrgaga, [Lil . os 
uoyd our of his preſence ; moreouer titteat- 
neth him that be would cauſe him to be 
whipped naked. Vnto which Aloyſius mode. 
ſtly replied: Viinam eo me Deus he nc ſicio dig ue- 
tar, vt iſtuc eint amore perſcram: O that it 
would pleaſe Almighty God to vouchſate 
me that fauour, that I might ſuffer it for the 
loue of him. Hauing ſaid this, he departed. 
The Marques being deeply wounded with 
pricte, conuertin kis furious anger againſt 
is ſonnes Ghoſtly Father though then ab- 
ſent, did , and ſaid theſe thinges which a di- 
ſturbed mind, & head long paſſion dictated 
vnto him; neither for certaine dayes afrer 
tooke he any reſt at all. So great a ſtroke did 
he thinke to be giuento his affaires, and to 
receaue ſo much detriment by this his ſon- 
nes purpoſe. Some few dayes after, ſending 
for the Father whom his Sonne vſed to de- 
liver himſelſe to in confeſsion, he did vehe- 
mently expoſtulate with him, and complay- 
ned, that he had poſſeſſed with this mind, 
the eldeſt ſonne of his Houſe , vpon whome 
repoſed the whole hope therot. The Father 
anſwered, that ſome tew dayes before that 
time , «Aloyſius had imparted vnto him this 
reſolution , and that he himſelte was able to 
teſtify as much: But yet he did calily con- 
iecture by the courſe which he held in his 
life, that at laſt he wold intertaine the ſame. 
Then the Marques being ſomewhat milder 
turning himſclte to «Aloyſius who ſtood by, 
{aid, that he ſhould lefle haue erred if he had 
choſea 


faut gaue to wiſe an anſwere, that it too 
from the Marques all power of contradi. 
ction. That may be vnderſtood by the Epi. 
. ftle which before I commended of the Fa. 
ther his (onfefarius ; in which he ſpeaketh 
thus of Aloyſuus, 

(oncerning the admonichment giacn vute him 
from Almighty God for the entring tanto Religion, 
to things very well Worthy of conſideration fell 
ear. Tray I neacr made mention therof unto him, 
wot wthitanding | did cx:y-preſcaec in my mind, b 
the carriage of humfelfe , that which ſucceeded f- 
forward. But afterward yu< the day of the A 
an peios of the Bleſſed Moth-r of Cad into hea- 
wen , when he appited bimſelfe ( as often he wat 
wont to do) to tho Sacraments of pennance ¶ the 
Emnchariſt , about noone he came to diſcloſe vnto 
we, that when be ,"n the middeſi of thoſe Diaine 
bankets beſowght Almighty God by the mediation 
of the Bleſſed Pirgin, that he wonld vonchſafe to 
the's what comrſe of life it was bis pleaſure he 
thowld fet dow ne vnto himſelfe , that he heard a 
Flcare and manifeft voyce , Which commannded 
him to igtby acc 4 Religioms inſtitut1s in the Socie- 
fy of Ie. Afterward the Marques bis Father, 
hers he was vehemently vexed with tha reſoln- 
Pon of bis ſoune, n notWithſt ending perccancd 
hum fo conftst therin ſpaly vnto him in this m- 
wer, whit I was prefent: Truly my Sonne, I 
wauld thou hadſt rather choſen any other 
order then this, for then thou mfgheſt haue 
bene capable of lome dignity , which __ 
n ue 


— 


choſen any other — . 
e 
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wes Lib. t. 
hk -4d-4t0 rhe, ſplendour of our 
of which thau muſ alwaycsreſt deſti 
the Society, that abandonethall Fo 
Swrely,a 2 mau, one of the 
for 2 I preferred the Socicty before —_— 
{1gious courſes, was enen this, for 2 much « 1 * 
redta intercept all aſſages to ambition, For 
were delighted with auy dig 2 wol 
cuioy the title 0 2 Marques , which Almighty God 
hat ronferre Upon me 46 my birth-right, ucit her 
would I change 4 certainty , jor an uncergain- 
ty. Theſe are the wordes of the Epiltic is 
lelfe, 
His ghoſtly Father being departed, the 
Marques — * dayly vpon this his ſonnes 
proiect, it came 4nto his mind to ſuſpect, that 
Alexa vpon —— p . had inucated my 
megnes , toreclayme him from gamin 
to which he was incredibly de for + for 
not many daies before that Ae had Job ſome 
thouſands of crownes . And that very cues 
ning wherein Aloyjat had thus opened his 
mynd vnto him, he had plaid 3 
600, crownes, Which humour truly of play 
k mw 8 to eee that of 1 
us Father bei uch engaged in play. 
he wold retirc "Ki ralele inc 41 ber to 
deplore him. He ſaid in like — to thaſe 
of his chamber * 2 ho much by 
miſerate his Fathers lofle 52 . 
ag offeted towards A ng ghry her- 
fore tlus his Fathers fuſpicort did not ſeeme 
to be withotta 3 was this the 
Opte 
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opinion only of the es, but of all likes 
wyfe that courrſed in the Court, who difcc- 

vering the paſſages that were berweene tho 

| and his ſonne , infinitely extolled 
the pradence of Aloyſims , who our of feare 
of further loſſes, attempted to withdraw his 

Father from play. But when as he beingof a 

conftant mind, and firme in his purpoſt, dai- 

— — obraine ſeaue, to performe 

which he was commæemded by inſtind 
from God, and made profeſſon that he only 
ay med at the ſeruice of Almighty God the 

Marques, eſpecially when he reſſected * 

his lite, which from his very childhood, he 

had after an Angelicall manner ſpent in the 
meditation of matters of picty, was at /aſt 
perſuaded, that his fonne ſpake ſerionſly,, & 

that this intention was put into him by Di- 

vine infpiration. A greater proofe was ad- 

ded hereunto by the authority of the moſt 

Reverend Father, Fr: Francis G Mi- 

niſter-Generall of the Fathers Obferuant 

of the Order of 5. Frantu, who was very 
neere allied to the Marques in kindred and 
conſanguinity , who when at that time be 
was imployed in vifiting the Provinces of 

His order in Spayre, and at the requeſt of the 

nes had for the fpace of two honres, 
ruriouſly ſearched into Ales, was ſo far 
forth ſatis with his anſweres, that he 
aſſured his Father, it was not law full to 

Doubt, bat that this mind was giuen to him 
y God, 


And 


| Ale hee 44, 
4 And although ves dad 
vndetſtand, hat the vocation of i 
towards his ſothenorwithlandiny he could 
| nor perſwade his thind to reſigne him aue to 
im. but as long as he could he detained h 
it h faite allurements. This «Aloyſius obſer. 
ving #$ one tient of delaies , aſtet the 
death of Lames the Prince, who was taken as 
way with a feuer ( whoſe funerall rites — 
ther with the whole traine of rhe court 
performed in the Eſturiall )being 
the neceſſity of ſeruing rhe Coutr, he deter- 
minced by a certaitie politike meanes to try 
whether he might proceed with his purpo- 
ſes, or no. Thertore , when vpon a cerraine 
time, he came to the Farhers of the Society 
of Ins y $,he willerk his yorrger brother 4 
aa ſus, and other his fatniliar friendes who 
{ were preſent with him, to returne home, fot 
he did firmely teſolue ro remaine there, 
without euer going backe to His home a- 
grine. They, when they percetued thispars 
poſe of his to be fincere and not faighed;, de. 
arted homeward , and Ene account to the 
arques (then ficke ofthe gout of the ſire« 
eeſſe of the whole matter. He ſeudeth wars 
him Doctor Selaftim Perrocte mat of the houſt 
F Coftilios, hid Auditour , and comma. 
th fum to rerurne home with him. 


at 
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Father, that he wold vo fe him that ſo. 
lace. The Marques hauing receaued this anſ- 
were, thought it an indignity to paſſe the 
matter ouer ſo , and ſhould otherwiſe be- 
come an obloquy to the Kings whole court. 
Therfore ſending the ſame ma againe to im- 
portune his returne , he ſheweth himſelſe 
obedient, and returneth. 

Another time, vpon occaſion of ſpeach 
with Father General! Gonzage, whome Ina- 
med before, the Marques belſought him, by 
that their Kindred, and common tricndſhip, 
that for ſo much 'as he did ſufficiently vn- 
derſtad, how much the loſſe of ſuch a — 


who was able ſo wiſely & religiouſly to go- 
uerne his people, would be be the wel- 


fatc ot his dominion, he would be pleaſed to 
de hort, & diſſuade him from this his inten- 
tio of becomming religious; moreouer that 
in the world inſiſting in his degree, he might 
do that ſeruice, which might be much for 
the honour of God. Whome the General! 
anſwered in this manner, that he wold pleaſe 
to pardon him, it he were not anſwerable to 
this his re veſt, tor ſo much as it was not 
correſpondent. to the Iaſlitutions of that 
courſe of life which he profeſſed , nor euen 
tothe duty of a chriſtian man. The Marques 
vrgeth that at the leaſt he would deale with 
him, not to enter into Religion in Spayze, 
but that he mould take his ipuxny backe 
Nine with him into Italy. And that there he 
promiſed him ro, "make him Partaker of his 
f vow, 
* | 


eAl Gomgara, Lib. . rot 
vow. The Fer Goreeal) who wellremem. 
bred, that he himſelfe, when in the Court ot 
the ſame Catholike King he firſt applied his 
mind to be of the Order of S. Francis, atrer 
that his parents had ſpent many diſſuaſiue 
wordes in vaine, and that they had gone a- 
bout with that traine of pollicy to bring 
him backe into I, to the intent that they 
might more oportunely, with all — 
meanes ſupplant his purpoſe , that he at 
refuſed to condeſcend vnto them, and chan. 
ged his habit in Spayne; ſaid vnto the Mar- 
ques that euen this office could not be done 
with a ſafe conſcience, and that he himſelte 
did make a ſcruple therof. Neuerthelefle he 
|} denied not to do it. After this, he declared 
S vmo«Aloyfus both the Marques his requeſt 
and u- it hall his anſwete, & added moreouer 
that he was ſomewhar ſcrupulous to deli. 
uer theſe his Fathers comaundes ynto him, 
althogh he promiſed to giue him full power 
to di{poſe of himſelfe in Italy. The young 
man with his accuſtomed facility made an- 
ſwere to the Generall, that he truly would 
moſt willingly in this mactet giue content 
to his Father, neither was it any thing at 
all troubleſome vnto him, as who ſoreſaw 
all things that might fall our, and ſeemed ſo 
conſtant & ſtable, in that which he had con. 
ceaued in his mind, that being aſſiſted” 
| God, no human force was able to wreſt 
mom it. 3 ed, ——— 
care any thing that 1pCEnto 
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The Father- — of theſes. the Mar- 
ofall thinges , and to conclude all was 
accomphibed , that both their wils con, 
in one. 


He retarnerh into Italy, and meeteth by way of 
(omplement With all the Princes toeof 


CHAP, XXI. 


- Ay yeare 1584, when lobe Andres Au- 
ing of late by the Catholike hay — 


rall, with great power by fre 

ee with Gallies for 114 it ſec- 

med good to Ferdinand the Marques, to tral. 

pert himſe fe, his wiſe, and his c ildren thi. 

ther by the ſame veſſels. When he was there 

| m4 to take ſhip, Father Generall C 

auing now accopliſked his buſineſſe, both 

of viliting his order, and likewiſe other — 

he had in Spayne, yielded himſelfe co 
vuto them in this voyage. I cãnot ſu — 

H exprefie in wordes, how ioy full and pro- 

iztious a fortune Aloyſius did repute ut or 
lfe,that he might enioy the ſociet 

eucrend a Father,vpon whome (0.0 = 

#5 he caſt his eyes, he might 2 to be hold 

an excellont Enron of religious life, & — 

line. And he afterw recouared 
voto mo, that ho to the intent that he 1 


vero profit Ho exemgls did 
E — — 


* * 
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wy” ves. C. no 
Office h&ewiſe, with great accompliſhment * 
of yertue , and with iin gular documents of 
— —— ny Oy paby ot 
pinion, & t vpon 
Aleyſus in that iourgy entertained of this 
man, did cuen more clearly diſconer irſelfe, 
after that he was firſt made Biſhop of Cefabs 
in Sicily ;, and after of Manu. For ſo reli. 
gious and holy was his conuerſatio alwayes 
in that degree of digniry , that it is now' a 
thing nies, to all that eicher knew him, 
or at any time had conuerſatiò with him. cha 
he inſiſted in the footſteps ot thoſe ancient 
Biſhops , which were moſt remarkable for 
the glory of ſanctity : & that he might very 
worthily be propoſed for a maiſter-pecce to 
all, who out of Religious Families are ad- 
uanced to the ement of the Church. 
Wherin I would more in lurge my (cite, were 
it not, that I might teare to offend the moſt 
mod eſt and h 3 — 2 pre. 
late, who is euen now liuing whilt I wrire 
theſe thinges . * 
T he conucrſation of this man abounding 
ſo with honeſty & innocency, made that aft» 
uigation bath very pleafanc , & ſhort to 4A» 
whilſt they diſcourſed berween them. 
ſelues cither of the various of diuine 
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age ofſixteene yeares & toure moneths. aA. 
loyſins was hopetull ro obtame bis purpoſe 
88 by the cõſent of the Marques 
his Father, and therfore omitted not to ſo- 

licite it. But the Marques denicd to condeſ. 
, cend thereunto, till that he had, togeather 
with his brother Rodxtph ſaluted in his be- 
halte all the Princes & Dukes ot Italy. W her. 
vpon he was to betake himiclte to this iour- 
ny. He did that with this pollicy, for ſo much 
3 he hoped it might by litle & little rebate 
that his zcale of entring into Religion. 

Therfore Aloys, rogeather with his 
brother and a great retinue, puts himſclfe v. 
pon his way, and very officiouſly he com- 
plics with all the Great- ones of Ita one af. 
ter another. Rodalſphat ( who had not yet al- 
together exceeded his childhood ) went ap- 
led porgiouſly and accommodated as 

ſt might beſeeme his dignity: but Aloyſins 
ſutable ro his modeſty , wore a plaine ſuite 
of blacke ſtuff , which chey commonly call 
Flanders-Serge , being ſtill an enemy to all 
vaine braucry. For wheras the Marques had 
ordained to be made for him; certaine im- 
brodered garments, fer forth in ſo coſtly a 
manner, that they ſcemed all couercd ouer 
with gould, with which being apparelled he 
went to preſent his ſeruict tothe Infants of 
Vite to the Duke of Sewvy, he could 
ntuer after, ſo ſoone as he had once ſet foot 
in Italy , be perſuaded fo much as once to 
put chem on. Sometimes allo it happened, ar 
” '” f- 
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Caftilts, that he wore his bret ches very much 


torne v hich leaſt they ſhould be perceaued, 
and changed for better, he couered them 
with his cloake; bur there was à time, when 
going ere aire of ſtaires, while he ſtouperh 
to toke vp his beads that were fallen downe 
he was noted by his Gouernor to be clothed 
with ſuch old breeches, that in ſome places 
they ſhewed euen his naked skin. Then ſaid 
he: Domine Aloy/i, aid tandem Ag tibi twoy ge= 
neri probro no eſſe ſents ? My Lord Al 5 
hat do you meane I pray you? are you not 
ſenſible of the diſgrace that you do to your 
ſelte and your famil y?and without delay ta- 
king away thoſe, he commaundeth him to 
put on others. He fearing I imagine, leaſt the 
matter ſhould come to Marques his care, 
durſt not vſe any contradiction, 

Being vpõ his iourny, he buſied his mind, 
either in reciting his prayers to Almighty 
God, or in meditating daily ſome things of 
that nature; neither did he cuer omit either 
his accuſtomed faſts, or his eue ning pray ers. 
As ſoone as he came to his lodging, he reti 
red himſelfe into ſome priuate cloſet , and 
ſought for ſome picture of a Cruciſixe, be- 
fore which he might pray zif he could find 
— he either with acole , or inck * 
croſſe for his deuotion vpon à paper, 
ling downe before it põ his Knees, — — 


one, or more houres in praying , enter 


taining himſelfe with piety coward God. 
ſoong 85 he came vnto any towne,in mY 


4 
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there vas any houte, or Colledge of the So. 
ciery, hauiry performed the ſalutatio of thy 
Princes, he forthwith vent to fee the Fa. 
thers,& hauing entred the Colledge, he firſt 
of all went ſtraight ro the Church, humbly 
to ſalute the Blefſe1 Sacrament, and afrers 
ward fo long as his leaſure might ſerue him; 
he enioyed the familiar diſcourſe of the ha- 
thers. 

Wilt he went to tender his ſeruice to 
the Duke of S,, two thinges happened 
very well worth the memory. Tbe one was 
when he lodged at Agata amongit thoſe of 
Tavivo, in the houſe of the moſt illuftrious 
man Hicrome Roboveas his neere Kinſman ( 
who afterward was choſen into the colledge 
of (erat and being there in a certayne 
parlour in the copany of many noble young 
gentlemen , an old man ot ſcauenty ycearcs 
of age, who was by chance _— gan to 
caſt forth cerraine immodeſt (peaches. T hit 


wed with />1 
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So- chat he might diſplea- 
the ſed, he departed out of that into 
Fa. F another with-drawing roome . old 
rſt man being ſtroken with ſhame , example of 
bly modeſty was giuen to the reſt. The other 
ter. was, that when Hercmles T anas his vncle, be 
im, ing certiſied of his comming to «of. 
bas Twino,came to ſalute him, and y in- 
treated him, that to the intent he might vi- 

to lit his neyghbours, and gratity them all , he 
red would vouchſate to goe to (berie, togeather 


ras with his brother, where he never 

of bene, he condeſcending to his inuitemer 
us tooke that iourn. But wheras for the grea- 
a, ter grace of theſe Princes his nephewea, che 
ge ſame Heremles had prepared a ſolemne feaſt, 
ne at which as the cuſtome is, there was proui- 


ng ton tor daunei at the firſt endea. 
res youred — — be preſent 
to afterward being wearied-out with the in- 


TAI 772 


10 
raking ſome diſpleaſure, vttering not ſo 
much as one word, as it were compelled by 
lomeneccſfity, he withdrew himſelte out of 
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the place, & neuer more returned.Notvery 
long after, Hercule, hauing gone forth in 
vaine to ſeeke him, at laſt, when vpon ſome 
other buſines he paſſed through the Scruãts 
lodgings, he fceth «Aloyſius hidden in a cor- 
ner derweenc a bed and the wall, Kneeling v- 
—— knees at his prayers. At which thing 
ing in admiration, not without ſome 
improue ment in vertue, he neuer preſuming 
to interrupt him, left him to his deuotions. 


His parpoſe is oppmened by dimers meancs, 
CHAP. XXIL 
Hi 1x G performed theſe officious ſa. 


urations,remaining conhdent that the 
Marques would ſtand ro his promiſe, & diſ- 
miſſe him, he returneth to Caſliliou. But ſu- 
rely this hope did much faile him. For he 
would not endure to heare ſo much as one 
wordtherof, but rather,wheras he cold not 
be perſuaded by any meanes, that this his in- 
tention was entertained vpon any good ad- 
uiſe, but vpon ſome yourhtull torward nes, 
which time it ſelfe would take off he endea- 
uoured by all poſſible meanes and 8 
to remoue the young man from this his fi 
intention. Moreouet᷑ ot het men of great ac- 
count, who wert neert allied to him both in 


violently (cr pon him, 
with 


N 
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Alen Gomgaga.*. \ | Lib. 1. og 
with — both vathougt Tol, and vnex- 


pected . 

And firſt of all UUilliam Duke of Mane, 
who alwayes bare a ſpeciall affectio rowards 
Aloyſius, ſent to him a certaine Biſhop, , a ma 
very eloquent, to (aftilion where. he dwelt, 
who ſhould declare vnto him as from him- 
ſelfe, that for ſo much as he ſeemed to ſes 
naught by the life of a lay man, as tending 
too much to liberty, an profancneſle „chat 
he ſhould ar leaſt content himſelfe in their 
courſe , who nor deſpiſing the commoditics 
of Fortune, do likewiſe performe rhe ↄffi- 
ces of the Church. That there would re. 
maine vntd him in this kind of life, more 4. 
bility to performe excellent thinges, both 
for the glory of God, & proht of men, then 
in that u hich Religious men, liue in. That 
there were not wanting men, neither in che 
memory of our anceſtots not ours, that were 
lingular in ſanctity ( in the number of which 
he thought ( vrolas Borromens that moſt Illu- 
ſtrious Cardinall to be one ) who , as they, 
did not abſtainefrom the wielding of h 1 
neſſes of the Church, ſo were they mare. a. 
vailable chexunto then mapy that Ipet their 
time in Monaſterics. Laſt e 
voto him all his endeauout & tauour tor the 
abtayning wt ſome ſuch Kind oe 
This Bi layed his part very well „wich 
great & elogyepc and with very ex- 
er ons ro perſuade him. But Aloyſius 
after that he had prudently made anſwere 


to 
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to them all, moſt earbeſtly beſougbt him, 
that he ould t C render Feu thikes 
to the e Er the lone which he bad al. 
wayes ſhewerl towards him, by the impulſiõ 
wherof he had fo much at this ty me enlar- 
ged himfelfe in his refpect ro him. I hat he 
tuen at of his owne freewill he had ſtri 
himſelfe of all other Honourable aduanta- 
, which he might haue accepted from his 
and Family, fo that he did moſt wil- 
gy rok vnto the Duke, this preterment 
be fo bountifully did offer him. That 
he , for that reaſon chiefly, was induced to 
wiſh the entring into the Society, for ſo 
muchas it reiected all kind of honours. For 
he had fully re ſolued whilſt he liued, to ac- 
count God for his thiefeſt treaſure. 
by gr 11 was — vpon «Aloyſius 
„ his Vucle the Fathers hde, 
vnto whome he was next bs ſucceed in the 
nernement of Caſt/e-Godfrey , who hee 
had ofcd the like argumentes that 
the Duke had , reccaucd the like anſwers 
Likewiſe another man of grep authori- 
ry of the fame Family of the & 41 after 
many arguments vrged for rhe infringing of 
his purpoſe , at inclined to the with- 
drawing of him from the Society, & to per- 
ſuade him, that ſeeing he dererminied to for- 
ſake the world, that oncr the Socic- 
oy tiverh in the therof , he 
derake himſelfe to the Ce, Cor- 
thufianr, or forme other Family, tar remore 


from 


A 
from theſe Sureſy 11 | 
that this he ſaid with that intention, tit i 
Aloyſins had wauered in his mind from ewilf 
to follow that which he had made choyſe 
of that he wold haue taken occaſion to haue 
tuxed him with inconſtãcy, & ſo to — — 
nerted his Whole purpoſe. Or truly (which 
he might more eaſily have done afrerward) 
to the intent that he might terrify him from 


other religious orders, as being not able to 


brooke them in reſpect of the weakenes of 
his body, and health. Or to conclude, for 
fo much as, out of other Orders, he 

more eaſily be reduced ro ſome degree of 
dignity in the Church. Vato theſe propoſi- 
tions Aloyſ anſwered briefly, that he tru- 
ly knew not by what other meanes then by 
entring into the Society, to eſtrange him- 
ſelfe farther from the affaires of the world. 
For if he would ſignify Riches , vader the 
name ot rhe world, there did in the Socie 
flouriſh an exact loue of Pouerty , where 
was [awful for noone to haue propriety in 
any thing. Bur if vnder the denomination of 
the world, he did comprehend titles of Hou. 
nour and dignity, that the Society Wkewiſe 
had no way open vnto them, as woe eve 
a yow; wherby t — that t will 
eter be bon Match as acce KA 
honours which are offered them ( which o 
tentimet hath bene done Kings, ® Prin- 


ce ) vnleſſe the Popesscording yr» pt 
man 
to 


commaund them. So he put that 


= f. „ . 

to ſilence, and gaue à ſufſicient teſti 
vnto others, vato whome the fame of tha 
matter was diuulged, that he was conſtantin 
that intention which was inſpired vato him 
by God. 

The Marques likewiſe vnde rhand ſent o- 
thers, ro ſound his mine , as chiefly l oanzes 
lacobas the Archprieſt of (aſtilion ( whoſe au- 
thority bare a great ſtroke with Alon 
who might periuade him not to renounce 
the titles of the Marqueſate, and the gouer- 
nement of his Country. But Aloyſiuat ouers 
charged this man with ſo great waight of ar« 
* , that he forfaking the embaſſy of 
the Father, bega tonegoriate for the ſonne, 
and indeauourcd to make proote vnto the 
Marques, that his mind had a peculiar in- 
ſtint from God, to giue ouer the thinges of 
the world. And he — ts _—_— 

an opiniõ afterward o ayſus, when 
pen — partaker of his ſecrets , that he 
neuer after made any end of extolling his 
ſanctity. Bur the ques reſted not yet 
ſatisfied with all that induſtry, with which 
he had o ppugned his ſonne; and therefore 
he moſtearneſtly intreated, a certaine Reli- 
gious a ſpeciall friend of his, (who at 
that time flouriſhed with the fame of a very 
eloquent preac her, & after ward being made 
a prelate ouer a certaine Church, died in that 
function) that for his fake ſetting vpon his 
ſonne with all his forces, he would diſcou- 
rage him from that his enterꝑriſe. He not ſo 


* much 
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much * — wwll as that he durſt — 
fhift of the commaund of the Marques, vas 
dertaking that taske, performed it with A 
much maſtery of eloquence as he could. Hus 
truly he loſt 2 labour. Therfore, whena&4 
terward he commended, the conſtancy off 
this young man, to à certaine (ordinell of 
of principall name, he vſed in a manner theſe 
words: They impeſed vp me the performance 
7 the Dimels te, With this younee man. Ther 
cing neceſritated , I undertooks With as mr 
Wit and induſtry as | comld : but | pregavled mow 
thing at all: hc ſlaudeth vumonc able, & vnihes 
ken : be cannot be penetrated. 


The Marques ftrone! ſeth the vocatios 
of his — Nl he ytelile th. . 
CHAP. XXIII. 
H: Marques finding that the mind of 
Tt Aloyius was no hit at all moued with 
ſo many encounters, wheras being ſicke o 
the goure he kept his bed, ro make txiall af 
him, lending for him, askerth him: —— 
now at laſt his mind as ? he truly anſw ere 
rcuetently, and yet poſitiuel that he both 
i, aad alway es was of a min to ſerue God 
in that courſe of Religio that he had ſpoken 
of. With'this anſwers the Marques being 
vehemently enraged with a menacing cou. 
tenance and bitten words, bi kim auoy 
out of lug preſence . Aleqſias interproung 
this rehuke as, a commaund , departed to 
che 8 of San M7 iahabited 


: 


1 


— 


the Franciſcan Brothers, commonly called 
the zone mile from (oftilios, This 
Monaſtery is ſeated by a delicate & pleaſant 
Lake, that taketh irs png Hou: cer- 
ine waters, which ſlid ing down from thoſe 
hik are reftrained with arrificiall banc. 
teing built in chat place, which in times 
to bene of great eſteeme, eu theſe 
—— giue teſtimony, to wit, both certaine 
wults adorned with anciẽt checker-works, 
and alſo certaine ſprings of holſome warers, 
which in like maner with old work —— 
htheir channels vnder-ground, an 
about that bouſe (which for the retirement 
of hienſelfe, and his children was built by 
Marques Feria and) diſcouer themſclues, & 
breake forth into a moſt pleaſant well. Into 
this houſe did Aloyſius withdraw himſelfe; 
whither when he had commaunded his bed, 
his boakes, & other neceſſaries of his cham- 
ber to becarricd, be ſer downymo himſe fe 
— — — — 75 the eyes — 
mem , n di{ciphmi ime ba 
ſpending al his time in * 8 hilft that 
in the meane while ; no man durſt intimate 
theſe thinges to the Marques leaſt he ſhon1d 
be moued to further anger . Within ſome 
few dayes after, the Marques, (whe yet by 
3 goute kept his bed) asked what 
of Al foone as he knew 
ned in this Monaſtery, which 


nd 


— 


6 — of Rees 1 
Coding forthe 3 the towne who! 
then wayted in the ourward Hall, comman- 
deth him to go fre what Aloys doth. . » 

He in the entry of his chamber, found. 
his Chamberlayne , who tould vato this 
man, that Al mutting the doores, for- 
bad them to trouble him. But the Licute- 
nant when he ſaid that he had order gjuen 
Him ſtrom the Marques, that he ſhould ob. 
ſerue what he was doing, commeth to the 
doore, and finding himſelte ſhut forth, he 
boreth the ſame ſomw hat with his poyniard 
berweene the chinkes. From hence doth he 
behould Aloyſws,with his backe all naked & 
kneeling with his knees all bare, before a 
Crucifix, weeping, and rigorouſly ſeourgin 
imſelfe. The Lieutenant be ing moucd with 
This ipectacle, and melting with a certaine 
ſenſeof picty, with his — all bedewed 
n ich teares returneth to the Marques , and 
Jaid, that he would ncuer go about to recal 
Aloyſenr from Religion, vnto which he was 
reſolued ro dedicate himſelte, if he did hpt 
dchould what thing he was in doing. Ar faſt 
being asked what it was that he had ſeenc ; 
and why he wept fo? he antwered, that ve- 
rily be had ſcene thoſe thinyes , which no 
man could be hould without weeping : and 
arithall/he/ relarcrly the whole matter to the 

es being all aſtoniſhed, and ſcar- 
cual giuing credit to that which the man 


44th co. 4 «© __« kd a« wn 
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Ot The day after; at ihe ſame baure,vpon fe 
140. 


2 


& $1 Furpoſe, 
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eAloyſiar Cottage. \. Lib. . 
irpote, — — what he was Yoin 
commaundeth himſelſꝭ to be carried 
a chaire to his chamber which was built v- 
pon the ſame floore with his, and through a 
cenaine hole which was already open, he: 
ſaw his ſonne againe weeping and executi 
voluntary puniſhment vpon himſelfe. The 
behoulding of this thing did fo mooue the 
Marques, that he ſtood there for a certaine 
time transfixed with aſtoniſhment , and as it 
were in an extaſy. Bur afterward {ſeeming to 
take no knowledge of that which had paſ- 
ſed, he cauſeth a noyſe to be tnade, and tho 
doorcs to be knocked at. After this, entring 
in with his wife, he findeth the ground bes 
ſprinckled with diuers drops ot bloud by 
his whipping , aud that place where he had 
kneeled, all moiſt-ouer with lus ttares aa ik 
water had bene ſpilt. This ſpectacle, and the 
day ſy prayets Rex ith ts ſo nne importu- 
ned him, at laſt conipellec him to put on a 
mind, to giue him leaue, tu put in execution 


that which he dee | * 
" Thetfore writing his lette to to N 
mtreated Scipio Gongags a ver noble Gen 
e man ( who then Was Petriarrh of Hirrds 
alem, and after created C that 
his name he would vouchſafe to offer his 
deſt ſonne, that was ( as he tetmed him) 
deareſt thing that he had, & ypon whim 
had founded his greateſt hopes, to the GE 
heralf of the Society of Tx vvs, whe 
that time was Fa. Tr” Aa fonnhe 
1 3 


e 


- - 


it ' "The Le 
to the Duke of Am, pers wry to know his 
pleaſure, whither he would haue him go ta 
make his Noxichip. The Generall gaue ſuch 
— as this buſines ſee med ta require, 
ee 
tter e or 
Rome. This N fo wied · for a meſſage, did ele- 
uate Alena with incredible ioy , neprher 
could he containe himfelf, from giuin 
_ thankes by bis letters to 1 — 
r fo great a benefit; and as though be 
find no wordes abie to equalize the 
tneſſe of his affeian , he ar laſt gaue 
gr (elfe wholy vnto him. Father Gene- 
ral Il mercloud) delighted with his lettett 
ipflamed with fo great ſenſe of piety — * 
ke againe , that —8 
nne, and prelenily expected him. 


Al yrgeth the remantiarios of the 
Mr . 
CHAP. XXIV. 


. 
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himi{elfe ro Religion. The 
memes were drawne in this forme 


yeane 


coppy leaſt any chi | 
— — bows 
ewed rodiners Lawyers, and al 
the — of to bo , at 
vas re the k awpcroursr , Withour 
whoſe — for ſo much as all the get 
tenure _— 1 2 2 — 
roam 
of this Eſtate not haue ſtood good. 


d that N — ne rg 
, whote 


An 
ſame, Lee of A: 


— loaf or, partner 


mn . | ir the third 
＋ Trad a rho — 


e . Liſe.of e 
— eg 
— Dee K 
27 | yy | agg (20S 
Handi all that wet could l 
eee the goods of — 7 
1 *. 12 71ty be ſore to ——— 
that hr might depart With hit u 
ven held in Fee- me , to bis younger brother, 
>-Lgonbra,uate whome he has rccomr/e for th 
Jo 5 wah: ug the whole canſe an 
toWardiincfic of hm that deſired 


eee ſortunc f, ahe did norton 
that ht sbould h humſelfe obeuiem 


— — but alſo wrinng her ler- 
ver gare faq to Rodulph the — 
2 Hercapon it cc ta paſſe tha 
u young man Ihe wing himfelfe —— tim 
holy »16de fire; «fer ycarcs after ending his fd, 
het conrfe which be bad wed of Þ ons lis 
mg. Was transferred to the ameying of celeſba 
Line. 
— is Kette M lane for the 4 atch of cerraint 
imeſſe + nid wht thryges weve done there. * 
] CHAP.” xxv, 
H LEST Pens ſtand in expeRation 
YE, 22 haue this a 9 w_—_ 
the Emperour, there, fell out 
Ox hiler the Marques a cer ry 5% | 


of great importace at Milaxe, in which 
$3og that himſelf: was not able to negory 


zcalon of the te, he d cd 
e e — D 


4 ment 
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Alen Gonzaga [1+ [Lib.r. wa 
went he repoſted conhdence, Ngither 
was he — 1 For Wy | 
were impo on him man ne ſles 
with diucrs Prinees,be 2 eaplitde & dif. 

atched all — to his harts deſire. 
Compabertoce to Milane to performe his 
Fathers commaund, in the ſpace of eight or 
nine moneths during the time he was con- 
pelled to Yay there, he did with{o great pru. 

ence and dexterity diſpatch rhelc affaires, 


although difficult and perplexed, that they, 


ſorted to the ſame end that his Father deſi- 
red they ſhould, Neither did he himſeſfe at 
this time reſt voyd of takin ſame fruite. 
For hauing as we ſaid before finiſbed his ſtu- 
dies of Lagicte in Spayne, at Milan in the 
Colledge ot Hera of the Society of IEA v $5 
proſecuting the know led of naturallthin, 
ges, & being. of an excellent wit and. 
wdgment, he proucd therin no ſmall profi- 
cient. He was daily at. the ſchogles both 
before nooge., and after, from, which, af 
any time his buſineſſes hindred higu, that 
eren by 


which in the meane while was de! 


the Maiſter, he commgiinded to *% ritten 
our, to the intent that, afterward. B might 
ſtudy it at home, Hek pt diſputa not 
only as an auditour 12 allo as. 

ex 


kit her in ccfpaving og tes ore 
ing ta . 
555 in 


ning others accor | , 
cquals. Morequer 1 tanks AL BARK 
to prouc any, thing by argument,ortgre 

it, is there alwayes appeatedin him a x 


r whic reſpeRt 
9th N exes and in their — 
es this , he did daily arp — 
= 210 nely ro 4 crrraine 
iſt exp! licated one lecture in the fm 
Colle or ſo muchas he did not di. 
lame” leaſt by little aud lietle he 
wig be ſurpriſe d with — ſo ſoone 
returned home, did to a certaine (hams 
berlin of» dictate what he had heard, fa 
y,factearcly, and ſo happily our of 
os, "thar wha that fame Chombey- 
4 Cr at thay time was 2 Library -kee« 
ſkewed me at Coffition thoſe notes, which 
tuen tq this day he ſerueth 25 facred rel. 
up 3.6, I could not ty wonder, that 
1 much as — any one De- 
manſtrarion , that he — ged the 
795 the meaſure, the reaſbs , the point, 
line, tocõclude that he — fo much as 
81 any ane of thoſe words,with which 
as 1 * 


abound, that were in a man- 
the — od 
to mode 
Nane 1 — 


call Rar, without an frord, fi- 
— 


F 
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is ſporrs & recreations whilſt he „ 
— ar — 2 — 
oy, & 60 a gr 
ot that tyme nl was voyd of — 
ment, in the Colied , fomer with 
ſometime wirh that Father in 


learning or picty. His — — 
— &har — was wont to difcours 

ſo great reverence, and ſhew of obſcruance 
with all religious men, & thoſe which were 
placed in any ciuill ar ——— 
ty, that he kept his eyes alwayes dei 
neither did he, unleſſe it were very febdome, 
lo much as behould their face. 

Neuhet truly was he willing to conueeſe 
familiarly with Pricſts only, or with theas 
that follow the fiudy of learning, but with 
thoſe likewiſe whome they commaly vie in 


124 x © \Fhe Leer 
df Como, he by breake of day going into that 
gaarter, leauing his ſeruants tor alitle ſpace: 
behind him, walking a while vp and downe 
either read ſome booke of contemplation, 
ar, being in the Spring-rime, gathered vio. 
lets, til he ſaw ſome Fathers comming that 
va. Whilſt chey paſſed by him he curteouſ- 
ly ſalut ing them, tollowed them ſoftly, and 
with his eyes, which he continually fixed ve 
pon them, beheid them as far forth as he 
could in their right way going before him. 
yurely euen the very behoulding of them, 
brought him ſo great contentment , as it he 
had ſecne ſome celeſtiall Angels ; and thin- 
King themmoſt happy. for that they had not 
fuch hind erances as he had, bur that they! 
might freely ſerue God, he deeply ſighed at- 
ter their courſe of life; As ſobne as the y arri- 
wed at the Village., he went backe the ſame 
vay, to meet others, & in concluſion came 
bome very much recreated. | 
In the dayes, that they call the ir Carniuall) 
which by a certaint more licetious. cuſtome 
are pretedent to the Lenten- faſt; to the in- 
tent that he might he abſent from the plaies 
and T raters, and might in the meane while 
maintaine pious diſcours, he hid hanſelte in 
the Colledge, oftun ſaying that the Fathers 
ot the Society of Iz t, were his ſpoctacle, 
which brought vnto him . delighi 
thenany mortall thing eiſe. He ſpake fo cõ- 
—— thoſe pleaſures of vayne men, 
363 „ how caſily ho 

— 


could 


«Aloyſius Comet Lib. . eg: 
could —— tes Once vpon one of! 
thoſe dayes of Carniuall , when at Millau 
there was celebrated a certaine Knight-like 
exerciſe, with great concourſe of the whole: 
Citty, & pan x of the young Knights, 
and euery one of them were mounted ypon 
braue ſtceds, and according vnto euery ones 
ability magnificently trapped, he ro the in- 
tent x tn he might haue the glory of this 
world in more cotempr, & might oucrcome. 
himſelte,derermined to be preſent. Bur al- 
thogh, as I ſaid before, he had the comaund* 
ot diuers horſes, wherof one being lead co 
ucred with a veluet foot- choth, did tor the. 
moſt part follow him, notwithſtanding then 
whilſt they in this extraordinary manner rid 
through the thronged ſtreetes, he attended 
only with two pages , was carried vpok 2 
lowly Mule, ſetting the world no leſſe at 
naught,then the world did him. This tact ot 
his was very ioyfull, and exemplar to diuers, 
Religious men, who beheld and noted it. In 
matter of piety he ſtill held his ſolemne cu- 
ltome , neither did he euer omit his yiuall, 
maner of holy meditation. He loued to fre- 

vent places of noted Sanctity, & * the. 

hurch of our B. Lady , which is called chat 
of S. Cel ſus, being at that time much reno 
ned through the fame at miracles, 
ſunday, and feſtiuall day at the Church of, 
Fidel , which. belongeth to the Society 


las y s,whilſt he himſe lf to 
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— documentes ot a ſubmiſſe and deuout 
ind, that he ſeemed to inſpire religion. and 
ſanity imo all his behoulders. Verily a cer. 
daine prieſt who at that time made a ſermon 
— doth affirme , that be , as of- 
ten as he defired in his preaching, to infame 
his mind with more plentifull piety, would 
but turne his cyes toward Alo, who was 
preſtt alwayes right oppoſite to the pulpit, 
and moued with his only aſpect , as of ſome 
ſacred thing, that he was filled with a cer- 
raine celeſtial| 10y. So great cuch then was 
the fame of his Sanctity. 
The Marque rofpiggheth him with uc profiiſtr, 
CHAP. XXVI. 


N Ov were the Emperors letters broght 
wherby he was inabled to paſſe ouer 
all his titles to his Brother. And he being of 
the age of ſeauenteene yeares, was no further 
of from his hopes then that h Father ſhold 
recal him home to Caftilion, when a ſuddaine 
forme ariſing, he was driuen from the haven 
which he was in 2 tranner poſſeſt of into the 
maine ſea Fer rhe Marques, wherher 
that the defire wherwith Aleyfin 
wes atthe firſt inflamed, had now with daily 
delsy waned cd, or ourof his Father 
„herby he was deteined from 
tes ſorme, being moued with hu- 
| A unſe lie 


in , or as. So 
had arr iued there, 
he demaunded of ; what now ac 
his mind was ? And u he found him as 
reſoluce and couſtant as euer hererofore, he 
be gã to berormered with very great griefe, 
& after that he had t hunde ted out the boy - 
ling rancour & indi ion of his — 
he fell to deale with h im in a friendly man. 
ner, and to let him vaderſtand , that he was 
not ſo ill a Chriſtian, that be wold conceaue 
offence againſt God, ot gaineſay his will bus 
it he did — obſerue the courſe oſ rea- 
ſon, that he ſee med vnto him, not ſo much 
carried with the iaſtinct of God, as with 
ſome proper humour of his owne : for ia 
much as his very obedience towards his Fa- 
ther 2 —— vnder one of Gads come 
maundmeats, and other reaſans appertai« 
ning to the honor of God, did — 
cont to that which he had deſi gned in 
his mind. To conclude with what 


be _ which _—_ his lJoae . ar _ 
eſt vnto him, to proue, 

if he bound himſelfe in Relig mes 
becomg the blocrer.out of for fa 


muchas he belag raben away, is was of ne< 


ceth ro do ruinaccd. 4 ; 
— (cr before bus ey en be wel 
hire We 
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courſe of an honeſt lite. That there was thers 
fore no cauſe why he hold doubt to retaine 
the commodities of Fortune, ſeeing that in 
the miiddeſt of them it was poſſible tor him 
to obſerue the courſe ofReligious men,and 
mareouerto moue by his exaple the people 
which God had committed to his dominion 
to obey the commandements of God, and 
imbrace Chriſtian piety, That this queſtiõ- 
leile might open alſo a way for him to Hea- 
uen. That he ſhould call to mind how much 
he was honoured, eſteemed, and beloucd of 
all the men belonging to his donunion; how 
earneſtly they expected him, and cucn as 
humble ſuppliants lifting vp their hands to 
Almighty God did beicech him, t hat they 
might torthwith be committed vnto him to 
be ruled and goucrned. He reduced like wiſe 
into his memory , how great tauour he had 
allready gotten of the Princes, with whome 
he had both acquaintance and correiponde. 
ce, and who were ſingularly well conceiced 

of him, And now he obiected vnto him the. 
feruorous diſpoſition of his brother (vnco 
whome if he centred into religion he was to 
religne) being in reſpect of his vnripe yeares 
of no experience, nor as yet ſit for gouern- 
ment, and if he ſhould get the bridlg in hls 
teeth, in that headſtrongſpurt of his youth 

that he would become a prey to ſhame and 
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eAloyſuus So . . | 

PR ers: can uo ſcarcely wieid n e 
10 4t laſt haue great need, aud truly cue nol 
by thee mught be hol pen in managing the 7— 
ſome afſaires of the (ommom wealth. 7 * forſa- 
Hing me, you 5 all goc into Religion, hall be eu 
uroncd wth buſineſſes, with which being vue 
to dc ale, I chall be oppreſſed wh the awſeries both 
of cares,and ſic uc and yow will th be c ac 
ceſſory to my death. And having ſaid this; his 
teares guſhed forth in great abundance, in- 
tefmingled wath words tull of griefe, and af. 
tection. 

Aloyins ,who with patience had giuen at- 
tention to his ſpeaches, after that he had hũ- 
bly rend ted thankes for the louc & Father. 
ly care which he had ſhewed towards him, 
anſwered ; that he, truly, had reuolued all 
theſe things in his mind, or at leaſt the grea- 
ter part of them, & that he was not ignorant 
what belonged to himſclfc. And that if he 
were otherwiſe called then by God to this 
courſe of lite, that the truly he ſhould not do 
well, in vndertaking theſe thinges which be 
bad rehearſed, æ moreouer he ſhouldchie fly 
be neceſſitated to obey & feruc his Father, 
vato whome next after God he was moſt in- 
debted. That now, ſeing that he was not in- 
cited to the courſes inſtitutes of Reli- 
pious men, by any particular raſhneſſe of 

is one mind, but L _——_— of AL. 

mighty God, vnto whoſe calling it behoo- 

ued him to giue care,that he hoped the (ame 

God, whole rouidence extendeth ouer all 
f 1 vo 
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would prouide, that all thinges ſhould not 
only ſort themſelues according to the plea. 
ſure of his diuine Maieſty, but euẽ both for 
the dignity and profit of his family, and do- 
minion; and that they could promiſe them. 
ſelues no leſſe from his infinite good neſſe. 
The Marques knowing well, that it was a 
thinge manifeſt vnto his ſonne , that this in- 
tention was ginen vnto him by God, & that 
was the only cauſe of his ſo firme reſolw 
tion, perceaued, that vnles his mind were de. 
priued of this perſuaſion, he could neuer be 
drawne off from his purpoſe. Therfore he 
made it his greateſt buſines, that diuers men 
both Religious and Secular ſhould ſound & 
trie his mind, and the inſtinct wherwith he 
was moued, and that they ſhould draw the 
young man into the opinion, that he might 
thinke it agreable to the honour of God, if 
he ſhould ſpend his life in the gouernement 
othisdominion . 

All theſe when to pleaſe the Marques, they 
had day after day, euery one ſeuerally com- 
mended this courſe of life, & with as much 

art of ſpeach as poſſibly they could, laying 
open the trobles of a Religious life, endea- 
uoured to caſt before him terrours , and by 
other meanes had made triall of his con- 
ſtancy, in fine, confeſſing themſelues to be 
cleared of all doubt, and ſtanding in ad mi- 
ration at the firme reſolution of the young 
man, they manifeſted vnto the Marques that 
this inſtinct ſeemed to be from God not 


without 


Aloyſius Comtara. Thb.:t. i 
wit hout en 1 emſelues much in his 
commendations. When theſe thinges were 
recounted to the Marques, & that there was 
ſo great agreement in all their opinions, to 
the intet that at the laſt he might ſomewhat 
moderate his deſire of ſearching, whether 
this was the will of God or no, wheras the 
Gout ſuffered not him otherwiſe either to 
75 or ride, he commaunded them to carry 
im in his chaire to the Church of S. Fidels, 
which belongeth to the Society of IES Vs, 
and there retiring toa c*rtaine priuate clo. 
ſer, ſending tor a Father of grear Name in 
that citty, faid vnto him, that in fo waight 
a cauſe, in which was treated the loſſe of his 
eldeſt ſonne, and that ofa ſonne of ſo great 
worth, he was certainely reſolued ro ſtand 
to his judgment , and to reſt aduiſed by his 
opinion. But that he did firſt deſire, that he 
would queſtion with the young man him- 
ſelte diligently in their preſence — 
that which he had purpoſed in his mind, an 
that he would take it into mature conſide- 
ration, 

Moreouer, that he beſought him, accor- 
ding to the excellency of his wit & learning, 
that he would vrge alt effectuall reaſons that 
might be to diſſuade him. To conclude that 
he promiſed as far forth as he was able, tu 
get the conqueſt ouer himſelte, & wold reſt 
latisſied with that order which be ſhould 
ſer downe herein. This Father to the intent 
chat he might conforme himſclfe to the * 

i 2 Prince 
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Pri _ — — — tooke — 
vpon him, & ſending for Aloha in the pre- 
ſence of them both be > ſeriouſly ro 
ſound him, ſpent a whole houre partly in 
— agg partly in expouding what. 
ocuer things may be found our cither by 
wit or ſubti ty, for the triall and cleare dil- 
couery of the ſpirit of a man and of the Di- 
uine motions and incitements of his mind. 
And for ſo much as he had made choyſe of 
the Inſtitute of the Society, he ſer before 
him all thofe difficulties into which it was 
Foſſible for any one to fall, who placed his 
affectiõ vpon this kind of life. And he accõ- 

liſhed all this labour of inquiſition which 

e had taken ypon him, ſo tothe life, that he 
fecmed to ſpeake from his very hart; & 1 
loyſius himſelfe grew ſuſpitious, as after he 
tould me when he was in Religion, that the 
Father ſeemed not any thing to diflemble 
the matter. 

Therfore, for ſo much as he did cõfide in 
him, and attribute much to his authority; 
neyther had there hitherto bene any one, 
who, as it he had felt his pulſe before hand, 
did diſcours thereupon fo fitly ro moue his 
mind, and as he laid, ſo properly; he ſtood 
for a ſpace with his mind ſuſpended. Not- 
withſtanding in the meane time he anſwered 
with notable confidege to all that was a*ked 
him, and ſo clearly diflolucd all difficulties 
which occurred pnot only with reaſons , but 
alſo with authoritics of holy Scripture, and 
| lcarncg 
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to (afti(15, giuing — t hat ¶Aloyſius — 
ſolicited but one cauſe more ot his hic 
yet depeuded in ſuite, ſhold follow him thi- 
ther, to renounce his principality. But Aloy- 
fi thinking euery houre which he ſpent 
purof Religion to be athouland years, vr. 
ged expedition. 
+ Bleſſed Aloyſius going firfs to Mantua, retireth 
4 92 2 the Piritaall Exerciſes, 
CHAP. XXVII. 


T He time drawing neere, that «eAloyſins 
was to returne to (aftilion, whe by that 
which had happenned at Millan , he con- 
iectured that ſome new ſtorme hunge ouer 
his head, before he departed from Millan, he 
ſent very ardent letters to the Generall of 


the Society of ISS vs, wherin recounting * 


the dangers which he had gone through, hc 
asked counſell what he thoght was beſt for 
him to do. if the Marques ſhould goe about 
againe to ſtop, or at leaſt to deferre his en- 
trance into Religion ? whether it might be 
lawfulltor him, by his good leaue, ncuerex- 
Qing his Fathers commaund, to flye into 
ome houſe of the Society? For now it was 
euident to euery one, that he followed the 
laſtinct of God herin. The generall,althogh 
he tooke comiſeration vpõ the young man, 
& was much vrged with this difficulty , not- 
withſtanding he iudged that he mould in no 
wiſeattempt this without his Fathers con- 
ſens ; chat he ſhould therfore do his — 
cngca- 
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eAloyſimr Gomgar s. Flib .r. we 
endeauour rodo i by his permiſſion. That, 
that would altogether be moſt for the ho- 
nour of God, & moſt conducible to him, & 
the whole Society. It ſeemed good vnto 4. 
loyſins to follow this Counſell. | 
Hereupon going from Millan, before hit 
came to ( aſlilion, he went to Manta, there 
partly for the refreſhing of his mind, parti 
for the confirming of his purpoſe, & corro- 
borating his mind againſt that impetubus 
ſtorme which as he feared might come vpon 
him, he became deſirous to retire himſelſe to 
the ſacred Exerciſes of B. F.[gnatius, in ſome 
Colledge of the Society. It was then the mo- 
neth of Ia the yeare 1585.art which time the 
Ion an Embaſſadours were daily expected 
at un: for they comming to Rowe out 
of thoſe foraine couliccſce they might pros 
feſſe the Sacred Supremacy to reſide in &. 
Peters Sea, and that they might in the be- 
halfe ot their King, and all his ſubiects in 
thoſe countries conuerted vnto Chriſt, ſub. 
mit themſelues to the Popes Holineſſe ,as 
Chriſts Vicar vpon earth, and might fayth- 
tully promiſe ro be vnder his authority: 
and their whole Embaſly being now perfor- 
med firſt with Gregory the 13. in whoſe raigne 
they came, and afterward with Sixtus V. the 
ſucceſſour of Gregory, who whilſt they re- 
mayned at Nome was made Pope, they went 
ack-againe to their Country: ſo as ma- 
king cher iourny by the holy houſe of C. 
reto, & ſuruey ing a good —_— Lowbordy, 
| 4 un 
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in the moneth fled ak — to Manta 
where by Dian the Duke, & the Prince 
Diacenuu with magnificent preparation, & 
cat honours they were entertained in very 

oyall manner . 

; hen therfore there was a great con- 
rourlſc of people frõ all the bordering Cous 
tries, to behould theſe pompes and ſhewes, 
and chiefely to ſee the Embaſſadours them. 
ſelues, with whoſe only aſpect, men being 
ſamewhat transfixed wich aſtoniſhment , 
wayted vpon them with a thouſand happy 
welcomes: in the meane hile Hoyt pre- 
ferring his retirement & ſolitude, before all 
other ſports and ſpectacles, went into the 
Colledge in the extreme heate of Sommer, 
and hiding himielſe two or three weekes 
within the walls of a very ſtrait chamber, 
did with ſo feruent zeale ſpend all his time 
in holy meditation, that he did not ſo much 
as ſufter the leaſt part thereof to ouerſlip 
him, but that cither he ſaid his vocall pray- 
ers, or meditated in ſilence, or peruſed ſome 
booke of picty. At that ſame time he was of 
fo ſparing a diet, that he could hardly be 
to cate any thing, Wherfore they 
that brought him his dinner into the cham- 
ber,could neuer ſufficiently admire, that ir 
was poſſible for a man to live with fo litt le 
meate. There yndertooke to inſtruct him in 
the Exerciſes, a certaine Father , who for 
that he had for the ſpace of five and twenty 
yeares goucrned and taught nouices of the 


Society 


Aloyſius Gonzaga: [L.. wp 
Society in the Prouince of Venice, was 
prudent, and of ſingular experience in thoſe 
matters, and of the whole courſe of contem- 

lation, With him doth he purge by confeſ- 
— the ſpors of his forpaſſed life, with a 
certaine particular ſenſe of piety, and an in- 
ward tecling of ioy, leauingin the mind 
his Confefari#s maruclous great admiration, 
and loue of his rare vertues. Which he hath 
both teſtiſied to poſterity by ſertingdowne 
in writing, and allo by his oath at Noseil ara 
vpon the inquiry made by order of Lepidus 
Biſhop of Rpegio . For he being there asked 
whether he knew g. Aloyſins to be a young 
man of a ceraine perfect courſe of life, ador- 
ned with many vertues and ſpirituall guitres 
or no? anſwered in theſe very words which Þ 
will here ſer downe. I , yr, not only by the 
relations of our Fathers, but mach better by a cer 
taync young man of great vertae, Whome he made 
uſe of for his priuate (hamberlaine, for the ori. 
ng down of his le arc, a5 it were for the com- 
Paniom of his ſtudies, from vhame I was ginen to 
vuderitand, cortaine notable things of the volan- 
tary pum ihne which he iuflifed vpon himſelf, 
of bis frequent retirement, of the admirable exam- 
plerof vertur and ſauftity gimen by this young 
man.T here va; likgwiſe another more | 
Way of informing my /elfe of him , d vnto me 
about that mec, upon occaſion of c 
miliarly with him , and 4 ing © j 
expounding wnto him the ſacred Exerciſe 
Soriety, iu which be ( as he ſaid unto me 
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to be inflruftcd, to the airy be might more 
clearly diſcomer the will of Godin the chooſing of a 
Retr life for ſo mach as the Excellet Prince hit 
Father the M arques defired to be throghly aſſured 
therof. There it came to paſſe , that in the way 

nnance, I tooks the confeſhnons of his whole 2 

u which although I did long ,and much pon- 
der, I could not call to mind any of them, which in 
my indement could be accounted deadly, but that 
the in appeared cert ai ue arguments of meruclous 
ſantity, and of 4 life ſingutariy well ic ad. Smrely 
this can I affirme that by hisconfe/sions I entred 
into 4 certaiuc great opinion of his ſanfity inno- 
cench, and integrity, and for ſuch a one cætolled 
him vnto all. 

This Father departed afterward( Ido not 
know vpon what occaſion) from that Col. 
ledge,and another ſucceded him in this of- 
fcc of delivering the exerciſes ro: Aloyſius, & 
being often vſed in taking his confeſſions, 
did vpon his oath auerre , that his good. 
neſſe, purity, his deſire of worſhipping God, 
and deſpiſing, and bringing vnder himſelfe, 
ſeemed vnto him ſingular and admirable . 
Moreouer in that ſame place, were ſhewed 
vnto him the Relerof the Society of IxS vs, 
which hauing diligently read, he ſaid, that 
there was no one of them, from which by 
reaſon of the difficulty, his mind had any a- 
uerſion. Being to depart from thence, he de- 
fired to be granted vnto him a coppy of 
thoſe meditarions, which conſiſt of that hi- 
ſtory of the paſſion of Chriſt, to the m_ 
c 
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that e — thence, he might * 


make vic of chem; 


eAloyſins being returned to Caſtilion , wakerh 
earneft ſuite to haue leame to enter into Reli 


gion. His courſe of life there. 
CHAP. XXVIIL 


O conclude , he returnes to Caſtilion, 
whither ſo ſoone as he came, he deſi- 
ted truly to vrge his cauſe, bur leaſt heſhold 
exaſpetate the mind of the Marques, he ſtood 
in expectance ſome few dayes, till he of his 
owne accord might vtter ſome ſpeach of 
it. In the meane while being admired of 
all che OGarriſon- ſouldiers, and people, it is 
very ſtange to ſee with what recollection & 
ſanctity he perſcuered to carry himſelfe. For 
as often as he paſſed out of rhe (oft, he had 
hiseyesalwayesdeicted, but only when he 
ſaluted his retayners , towards whome his 
courteſy was ſo great,that he went as it were 
continually with his head bare. Comming 
with his brother into the holy Church to 
Malle, their Forme was laid witha cloth of 
ſtare and cuſhions of veluet; vpon them - 
—_— according to his dignity was wont 
to leane. But Aloyſius both in the Church & 
at home, * all cuſhions and carpets 
Knceling with both his knees vpon the 
— with his eyes deiected, firſt atten- 
ing vnto Maſle, atterward reciting his ca- 
nonicall prayers, or ſilently reuoluing holy 
things in his mind, ſpent many houres. But 
| vpon 
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vponfeſtiuall dayes & Sundayes, vpò which 
he receaued the ſacred Exchariſt, he ſpent ſo 
much time inthanks-giuing , that Rodaipbus 
for his recreation, going Porch to exerciſe 
— and returning to accompany him 
home, found him till buſted at his prayers. 
At Euenſong, from which he was neuer ab- 
ſent for bearing to ſit, and continually knee. 
ling vpon his knees, he excited no ſmall mo- 
tions of piety in the minds of them that be. 
held him. 

At home he obſerued his accuſtomed mã- 
ner of abſtinence and prayer, & for the moſt 
part being ſolitary in his chamber, he kept 
fo — and exact ſilence, chat very often 
he ſuffered diuers dayes to paſſe without vt- 
tering {carcely ſo much as one word : but if 
juſt occaſion were offered of ſpeach, he gaue 
way to neceſſity ,or picty. Truly he was wot 
to aſſure vs, that he had ſpoken more words 
after his entrance into Religion, in one day 
then before in many moncths: and that if at 
any time, he were to returne into his Coun- 
try, chat it ſhould be altogether neceſſar to 
change his courſe of lite for a time, leaſt he 
ſhouid ſcandalize them who had knowne 
him beforc in the world, and might chinke 
that he was made more diſſolute by Reli- 
ious diſcipline. And to vs it was very well 

une, that he was moſt obſeruant of ſi- 
lence, as who did neuer breake it, vnleſſe by 
his Superiours he was commaunded to re- 
create his mind by diſcours, after his ſerious 
contemplations. But 
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But — he had fo much increafed his vo- 
luntarily corporall afflictions that for very 
— he was ſcarce able to ſtand vpon 
his legges. In which proceeding it cannot be 
denied, but that he exceeded all diſcret mo- 
deration , and with the ardour of piety was 
tranſported beyond the bounds of prudece. 
But queſtionleſſe thinking himſelfe able to 
brooke them , he followed the feruour of 
his mind for his guide, ſeing he was deſtitute 
of any other. Therfore his mother, both tor 
other reaſõs, & chiefly for this, was a meanes 
to the Marques her husband, that he would 
giue him leaue to enter into Religion; tor 
that ſhe ſaid, if he ſhould any longer be de- 
tained at home, they ſuould in ſhort time be 
depriued of him. And that it could not poſ- 
ſibly be, that continuing that courſe ot life 
he cold long ſubliſt. Bur that if he might be 
limited by Religious rules, that his Supe- 
riors would be carcfull to moderate this ſu- 
perabundant feruour, and that he ſhould be- 
come ſubiect to theit power. Verily it fell 
out as ſhe preſaged. For he himſelte did o- 
penly confeſſe, that Religio proucd not only 
10lſome for his mind, but cuen for his bo- 
dy: and that he did acknowledge himſclte 
behoulding to them for their Charitable 
helpe , who caſt the bridle vpon thoſe his 
immoderate (as he called them) and hcad. 
2 er rr carneftly then 
t t time, he more 8 

cuet heretofore , endcauouted to * 
Vun 
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with precepts of picty his Brothers, bei 
euen then ot render yearcs , and to teach the 
the manner of praying , which that they 
might do the more willingly , he rewarded 
them atter their prayers with ſugar-iunkets 
& cheriſhed them with other blandiſhmers, 
But otall his brothers, Francs ſee med alwais 
to be moſt dearc vnto him, who at this day 
is the Marques of Caſlilton, in which principa- 
lity he ſucceeded his brother Rodalfas , the 
third day ot lanuary, inthe ycare ot Chriſt 
1593.towards whom that louc of in was 
cauſed, eyther tor that he being now of an 
age capable of diicipline, ſkewed torth ſignes 
ot a certaine quiet ſetled iudgment ; or for 
that he preſaged in his mynd (as ſome ſup- 
— ) how great a ſafe guard and ornament 


e ſhould become to his whole t: mily & do 


minion. For his mother was wont to recout 
that ſhe on a time heard Frarcs being a ve- 
ry little boy pratling , aud ieſting with her 

oot-boyes, and that aticrward being ſtro- 
ken with teare ſhe looked out ot the — 
and with al layd vnto Aloyſims that ſhe did 
much feate, lcaſt they ſhould hurt that child, 
that then «Aloyſius did anſwere: Ne dabits 
Domins' mater, quin Franciſco ad fe tuendun 
ſatis ſit ſaturmm aum: quinimo dc mitte in 4 
mon quod ico: Franci/cns de mum erit qui Fami- 
liam nottram ſuileutabit . Doubt not Lady- 
Mother, but that Frexcs will haue courage 
mouth to defend himfelfe : yea & which 1s 
more member well that which I ſay: Fron- 


ſis 
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Alen Compaga, 'CLib.r. az: - 
fr at laſt ſhall be he, who ſhall ſuſtaine our 
Family. The Marques his wife laid vp theſe 

words in her mind, vnto which how pun. 

Qually the euent was anſwerable, no man 

ean be ignorant, who hath but heard by re- 

lation, how prudently he behaucd himſelfe 

in thoſe former tragedies with which his fa- 
mily was perplexed , & behouldeth the now 
flouriſhing eſtate into which by him it is re- 
ſtored . Furthermore, for the predictions 
of things to come, Franciſeus Twreins his Tu- 
tour is a ſufficient witnes, thats Aloyſius whilſt 
he yet continued in the world, did vnto di- 
uers of his followers propheſy many things, 
which fell out alrogether as he ſaid. 


Another hinderance and dciay of the 
Marques. | 


CHAP. XXIX. 


N Ow, ſome dayes had paſſed, during 
which time the Marques made no me- 
tion of Aloyſi u his cauſe ſo as he being ve. 
ry deſirous to diſpateh the buſines determi- 
neth to grow very carneſt. Therfore taking 
aconucment time with befirring words be 
aduertiſeth the Marques, that it was now 
high time to put in execution that which he 
had deſigned in his mind. Here the Marques 
— a neceſſity to be impoſed ypon 
him, either of granting or . — he 

requeſted, deeply ſmothering his inward 
griefe, denieth that euer he gaue this —_— 


/ 
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moreouer, that he would not giue it, til 
his iud gment had arriued to more maturity 
and that himſclte for performance therof 
was of a more confirmed age, ſuch as s 
wont to be about the age of hue & twenty 
— — being aſtoniſhed at ſo vn- 
ked-for an anſwere, beginneth with prai- 
ers and lamentation to beſeech the Marques 
by t hat loue which he oweth to God to ſut. 
fer himſelfe to be preuailed wit hall, in that 
which was both equity & iuſtice. But when 
as he being ſtil more obſtinate, preciſely de- 
nyeth to giue way to his intreatycs, and 
in theſe difficult affaires taketh time to con- 
ſult, full of griete he betaketh himſelt to his 
chamber to weep. He then tooke this time, 
to commend the matter to God, & to a Ke 
Counſell thereof by his letters of Fa. Ge- 
nerall: but the Marques maketh ſuch haſt to 
vexe and oppreſſe him , that wheras he was 
not able to Kar for the Generals opinion, he 
choſe that which ſeemed to be leſſer ot two 
euils, The ſumme of his anſw ere was this. 
That although nothing ia this life could 
fall out vnto him more bitter, nothing more 
ä — to the quiet of his mind, then this 
delay and hindrance of that ſeruice, which 
he to exhibire to God in Religion, 
notwithſtan — the intent that he might 
be obedient to his Father, vato whome he 
was of his one diſpoſition very deſirous to 
be conformable in whatſocuer thinges he 
ar tully might,aad in this very cauſe * 
8 
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enn reer 


to the commaund, of Fa 
ought to be, as far forth as might 
his filiall duty, without offence t that 
pon two conditions he would \ him- 
225 to be delayed from his puryoſe two or 
three yeares, And that, if one of theſe two 
might not be admitted, that he would neuer 
be perſuaded , for the obtaining of his Fa- 
thers fauour, to incurre the diſpleaſure of 
God; and, that if he ſhould be reiected by 
the Fathers of the Society, he had rather a+ 
gainſt his Fathers will to wander as a bani. 
ed man allthe world oucr, then to depart 
in the leaſt degree from the ſquare of a Pda 
conſcicnce. The conditions were theſe. The 
onc was , that all that time wherin his en- 
trance into Religion ſhould be deferred, he 
might reſide at 2 he — 7 both 
more commodiouſly haue recoutſe to Fa, 
Cenerall, and apply his ſtudy in learning. 
The other wasthat N would now 
ſend letters tu Fa. Generall , by which he 
wold giue leaue that his ſonne that time be- 
ing pall might be admitted into the Society: 
to wit, that after this, there might remains 
no difficulty. | 
Theſe conditions beingheard, which the 
Marques perceaucd to be aduerſe to his 
driftes , becomming more angry , when 
two whole dayes he had ob 
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iſe che ſending him 
— 
ing ouercome with 1 af 8 


—— 


r * 
—— — heſaw to be no other then 
iuſtand vnleſſe he ſhould vndergoe ſome o. 
ther courſe more oppoſite to his liking, le 
feared to exaſperate him roomuch, ſuffering 
— to — —— — he vndertooke to 
me all his requeſts. Aloar imme. 
diarely certiſieth Father Generall of the 
whole buſineſſe, relating the conditions 
which in that couenant with his Father he 
had-obſerucd, and with thoſe very wordes 
he eoncludes his epiſtle, which might ſerue 
for an argument, — riefe he con- 
ecaued for the deferring of this to u iſtied- 
fora matter. 
During that time, this holy young man 
euen grew - ald wirh grictc , and with many 
teures deplored this{ as he called it) his ſini- 
Rer fortune, that he was borne in ſo Illu- 
Rriousa degree, & that truly the principal 
amongſt his other brothers. And 'contrari- 
wiſe he had a holy Enuy againſt thoſe, who 
being extracted from more obſcure paren- 
. were freed from theſe impediments, 
h againſt their wils would drive them 
fromthe entrance into Religion. Bur verily 
that good God, who is wont ro be a com- 
ſort to them that mourue, & to looke with 
pitryypon them, that inuocate him out of 
theircalamity , cutting- off at one blow be- 
v ond the ex tiõ of all men, u hatſbeuet 
impediments ſtood betwerne «Ate and 
the enjoying of his deſites, in an inſtant wi- 
pedaway all grief from his affticted _ 

| er 
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For afrer — be gan 
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to treat of his n 


hs at Rowe, Dee that 
were beſt to ſoiorne in the Houſe of Ut. 
— — the Cardinallʒ and he had al- 


ready intreated the Duke of Mantua t hat he 
would pleaſe by his letters to commend this 
matter to rhe Cardihall, and he * — 
his ſingular loue towards elk 

— to do this office; w 1 
what c6trouerſy ariſim; between rhe Duke 


and the Marques,who ſhould have the prio- 
tity in writing, neither of them yielding to 


the other for certaine cauſes , the marrer 


ſtood ſtil at rhe Yate ſta ,heyther was chere 
any thing ele done in it: but thi this Gol, 
the ſpeciall pronidence 'of Alm 

was both manifeft in it ſelfe , us 

free acknowledgment of Alon. For * the 
Duke topleaſure the Marques, bad ſent his 
letters to the Cardimnall, he miele 15 
ſed, that for the very rectipt of this be 

fir, he ſhould fo much _ os him. 
ſelfe vio him, and ſhou 1 

haue fallen into ſuch a 41 71 ge) 

that for many yeares after he 200 hard 


haue diſengaged hitmſelfe from 
T his IRerinnatibe being 
came into the Marques his m 85 
him in the Roman Semtnary, pots: & in 
part therof, defigned for him wry & 
uants — of his perſon 
— — from the commerte of rhe 
might e to * diſcipline — 


The 


the prefixed gy Bur for ſo much at that was 
oppolite to the cuſtome of that place, from 
which euen to that vety day no ma was euer 
exempted, ſending vnto Rome a certaine man 
with letters, he laboured with Scipio Gonpes 
£4amoſt Illuſtrious man, that he would 
pleaſed to negotiate this matter with F. Ge- 
nerall,and. intreat that they might do this 
by his permilsion. He performed very dili- 
gently whatſocuer was in his power. But ha- 
pipgallegations made ynto him , why this 
might not conucgicntly be granted, con- 
trary to his opinion, he certified the Mar- 
13 by letters , how the matter ſucceeded. 
e being not as yet out of hope to obtayne 
this ſuite , had a determination to exhort 
Aloyſiss , that he would intreat Losers of 
Awttria the Duches of Mantss, a woma well 
de ſeruingot the Society, ro requeſt this fa- 
your to be done her by Fa. Generall . - 
leyjewranſwered wiſely, chat this charge wold 
Petter befit any other then him. For ſo much 
as that requeſt was contrary to the reſolu- 
"tions of his mind, and to his reputation, as 
beingin Fans to moue inen, ei- 
Ther t is mind was altered, or his zcalc 
xemitred, eſpecially ſeing that not log ſince, 
| leauc ofthe Emperour to re- 
nounce his inheritance, he had made vſe o 
that great womans mediatio, Theefore this 
.proict went notforward, 


He 


WY Society be * good artes, til 


— 
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n 
He mitig ateth, and onercometh the mind of bis 
Father vith a 0ehement proteſtation. | 
C HAP. XXX. 


VV H1ts they deliberare of ſome 
other courſe Aloytas,when he had 


confirmed himſelf, renewing his ardour, be- 
takes him againe to thoſe holy afflitions of 
his body, his faſtes, and his pra ers, neyther 
is he euer made partaker of the ſacred E. 
charift, but he humbly beſeecherh SP | 
God, that he would now at laſt youchſate ro 
take away thoſe obſtacles that caſt ſuch de- 
layes vpon his defires. And eſpecially, when 
vpon a certaine time for this intent he had 
beſtowed foure or ſiue houres in continuall 
prayer, he found his mind to be carried, and 
incited with a certaine inſtinct, that he hold: 
go vnto the Marques lying grieuouſſy ficke 
of the goute, and renewing his ſuire of be- 
ing diimiſfed, ſhould ende auour all that he 
could to perſuade with him. He ſuppoſing 
that this motion was ſent vnto him by ſome 
peculiar inſtinct of the Holy Ghoſt, goes 
from his prayers ſtraight to the Marques his 
chamber, and ſets vpon him very ſeriouſly" 
with theſe very wordes, being indeed very 
vehement ones: Equidem Domine pater, ia tua 
me poteſtare fore or. De me flatue vt (mbet + 
vermmtamen tib; dennncio me 4 Deo ad Societan: 
tem — — voc atm "fs . . 75 hac in- 
re mihi obſiſtis, Dei volwnt at + _ : 
9 K 3 — 
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Lord Father, Ido freely profeſſe, that I will 
ANN reſt at your diſpoſing:neuextheleſſe 
this do l denounce vnto you, that I am by 
God called to the Society of I xs v s. Ther. 
fore ſo long as in this thing you reſiſt me 
you reſiſt the will of God. And hauing ſaid 
this, ſtay ing not ſo much as one minute of 
time for any anſwere, he ſuddainly Regs out 
of the chaber, leauing his Father gricuoully 
wounded with vne xpe cted griete, Then en- 
tring into conſideration, with himſelfe, and 
acknowledging, with how great vehemency 
he had hitherto re ſiſted his ſonac, ſetting on 
one ſide Religiõ & frare, leaſt he might dia 
vpon him the wrathot God, on the other 
reuoluing in his mind, that he ſhould be 
forſaken by ſuch achild, ſo bitter griefe in- 
| uaded him, that, turning his face to the 
wall, he powred out a great aboundance of 
teares, & by continuall lamentations, lobs., 
| and deplorements, became cucn noted 
his whole retinue, meruajling what new 
| nad been bi, for Ante 
ttle while after, ſending for 
into his chamber hc Reakerh to him in this 


te amo, ſempery; amani merits tua, atq uc inte 
om meas, familiey; notirg defixgram. Ian uero 


ani aljo te, ut als, Dent uc, no 


l. Ia us bene ¶ feliciter caemat, precur. O(m 
deare fonnc) Wu bad indicted a — 


pon my hart, Who doc, and alway cs hane's- 
uc 


manner: Uninas(filt mi)corgi mee iH ; 


#.c | 
vitra te morabor,L ade (ili mi) quo tilu — «vp 
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Alon Gο.¼½;H , [ib .. yt 
ned thee according to thy deſert, and vpon 
thee, built all my one ur ſamix 
lies hopes. Rut now, for ſo much as thou ſaiſt 
- that God calleth rhee to another courſe, 
truly I will ao more be thy hindrrance.Goe 
my ſonne whither thou wilt. I beſcech God 
it may tall out vnto thee well, and happily 
Which wordes he vttered withy ſo great 
ſenſe and remonſtrance of loue and griete, 
that againe he burſt torch into great plenty 
of teares, neither could any one mitigate 
them with conſolation. Aloyſia in briete om 
uing thankes, leaſt he ſhould increaſe hi 
Pale betooke himielte trom thence into 
s lodging. There in ptiuate, proſtrate pon 
T wich armes ſtretched abroad, & 


oo no 
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the groun 
eyes litt vp towards heauen, he rendreth vn- 
to God moſt humble thankes, for putting 
himinto this mind and tor ſeconding the 
lame with this good ſucceſſe, and wich 1 
cheertulla mind doth he otter himſelſe vn. 
to God as an holocauſt, that ic ſeemd achin 
impoſſible, that in prayſin got God he 

euer bo latiated. 


Thegrieſe which they of Caſtilion c amee for 
the de prerenre of Aloyſug, 
CHAP. XXXL 


Cancer had Afoyſrr after ſ many 
ntreaties, obtained this diſmiſſſon from 
his Father, but the fame therof extendec;᷑ it 
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= belonged co. „that many with 
their aboundant teares witneſſed the lame. 
For in thoſe few dayes which he ſtayed at 
{ofttiton,betorc he could part from thence, 
as oſten as he went through the rowne , all 
both men and women ſtriving to ſee & ho. 
nour him, filled the windous and porches, 
and therby with weeping eyes, gaue ſo great 
a teſumony of their loue, that cucn he 2 
ſelfe ſcarcely retrained his teares. Moreouer 
they extolled him like ſome celeſtial man, & 
lamented their vnhappy fortune, who were 
not able to deſerue the happineſle ot being 
gouerned by ſo holy a Prince. In like man- 
ner ſome, who found more eaſy admittance 
to the Court, and were ot more power with 
him, weeping ſomerimes, go vnto him, and 
— in this manner. My Aloyſius why 
you thut for ſaks us there is allotted vnto you 6 
Prosince /o fruitefull, ſubiccte ſo reſpetiine ,who 
do not only afjet you with that lowe , which by 4 
natural inſhintt is ingraſted in cacry one toward 
thrir puyrece, but are cu carricd with an extra- 
ordinary duty toward you. ] os are the lowe of our 
Harti, vpon you repoſeth all owr hopes : and now 
When we moit expect , that you 9 wk 
hand to the ment of our publiks hate, you 
are ſnatched away from vs. Aloytius ſmiling at 
the ſe their ſpeaches , ſaid : Bat I profeſſe to you 
that I bad rather parchaſe vnto my ſelf a crowns 
is beant, [tis too great a tacks for a man endowed 
With dominion and principality, to obtaine his e- 
bernd ſolnation.No man can ſeruc tw mio; 
G 


© UE OSTER IS 


eAloyſtus « IL. . 

Cod and the world. My vimoit ambition it to 
care my /alnation . Let that be lib wiſe your e- 

br 

He was much poſſeſt with a defire as ſoone 
25 he could to paſſe out of his Country into 
the houſe of God. But he was compe ro 
continue ſome few weekes therein, partly 
whilſt he attendeth the returne of his mo- 
ther, who was gone to Terino to ſalute the 
laſanta of Spayne , then Ducheſſe ot Savoy, , 
partly whiltt he procureth and vrgerth. his 
abdication, at the confirming of which Co- 
uenant, by the expreſſe commaundment of 
the Emperour, they of the Family of rhe 
Cong who were next of his kindred , to 
whome that dominion ( for fault of iſſue in 
the Marques his ſtocke ) was to deſcend oy 
inheritance, were to be preſent. But for ſo 
much as thoſe great me, had all for the moſt, 
part their reſidences at Manta, the Marques 
that he might be accommodared better to 
their oportunity , commaunded himſelfe 
( though ſicke to be carried thither. In his 
departure from Caſtilion togeat her with A. 
loyſiss,nqr only the Courtiers , both men & 
women who were to ſtay there behind him, 
but alſo in a manner all the rownel-me 
when they ſaw «Aloyſius carried in a coach, 
certaine not to returne any more, whome 
they thought they ſhould neuer againe be... 
hould, filled all places with mourning, and 
lamentation . 

But for the moſt part, during all the nen 


— 


/ 
£2) 


eres 


— — bon 


life he © hold reſerue vnto L the ycas- 
y ſumme of — Crownes, the which, be 
ſhould hauc to difj nd in what, he 
plealedorhe — alex was informed 
the Retour ofthe Colledge i in that Cit- 
ty, that it was not lawbull for Religious 
man to haue propriety4n any, thing , or t® 
dupoſe of the ſame accord ing to his Owner; 
leaſure, or to his oe vic , but that it all 
— to the charge. and care of the 
Supenour, and that the ſame law Wag fers 
inuiolable for the maintaining of the lous 
of holy poucrty,, and that therefore vnto 
Collage es rentes were allowed only in com- 
mon, out of which the nęceſſities Et 
one of them is prouided for; knowing, this 

he began to be vawilliag to leaue any ching 
vnto Alaꝝſias, tor that he ſaid hen he 2 
that condi i0n, his vor ring 4. 
E 


and now. that he vnderſſo it was 
not lau full by the inſtitute of che 
his deſire was it ſhould be cancelled. 


« few: truly "ogg no — gt be ene 
s, who nothin LEES 
th c abdication, ſo 


ſome Lawyer dcljuer eh 
the Marques, that for ſo much 
catiò was ing ha by — — 7 — 
petout ad a. 


it was 
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ſtion. therfore t Nee 
uerted, and recommended to the diſcuſſion 
of diuers learned in t he law, in ſetting down 
their opinios, diuers daies were ſpent ; when 
2 12 * much weary of — 
ar laſt with great importunity ob- 
— 2 that likewiſe this other impedimeat 
might be remoued, and that an Inftrument 
of abdication might be made, withall requi- 
fre cautions that rhey ſhould thinke good, 
Thar being diſpatched, the ſecõd of No- 
uember the yeare 1585.at eMantss in the pal- 
lace which takes its denomination from FS. 
Sebeltian,it which the Marques was preſent, 
Proſperus Com g a very noble gentleman, 
who was neere it of kin vnto him, and other 
principal men whome ir concerned , being 
aſſembled, Aloyſius by couenant drawne in 
forme, releaſeth from himſclfe all the orna- 
ment, and riches of the Marqueſate. Thoſe 
great men that I ſpake of beforedo declare, 
that whilſt by the Clarke thoſe long inſtru- 
meres were in reading ouer, the Marques by 
reaſon of that griefe wherewith he was op- 
was not able to temper himſelfe fro 
weeping: but contrariwiſe Aloyſiat, who per- 
ceaued himſelte to haue atteined to the vt- 
moſt ſcope of his deſires, was ſo much taken 
with contentment, that the moſt Illuſtrious 
Proſperss affirmed , he neuer ſaw him mer- 
rier then vpon that day. Vet notwithſtan- 
ding that very ſame day, in the — 
lixle this abdication was made by 
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coucnant, ſome prime and 5 men, 
who in the COMPEny of Prince Viacentias , 
who is now Duke of Manu had come into 
the ſame pallace, euen whilſt the Prince cõ- 
uerſed with the Mar ues, became trouble. 
ſome to Aloyſias, laughing him to ſcorne, for 
that he would enter into Religion, and en- 
deauouring the molt that they could; that 
this renuntiation might not be made, 

The Inſtrumentes being ſcaled , Aloyſine 
disburdened of all the cares of his fortunes 
and dominions,hideth himſelfe alone in his 
chamber, and throweth himſclfe with inſi- 
NI before the feet of Almighty 
God, for that he had no at laſt youchlafed 
him this wiſhed treaſure of holy Pouerty. 
And, in the meane while, his mind fYowed 
with ſo many delicacies & celeſtiall ſolaces, 
that afterward he was wont to declare, that 
he both often at other times, and ypon that 
day eſpecially, did 71 perceaue the ex- 
traordinary grace & comfort of God to be 
preſer with him. Anderuly it is athing much 
to be admired, that the Marques Ferdinand , 
a Prince ſo renowned forhis liberality, that 
he was almoſt reputed to be prodigal „he- 
wed ſo much parcimony towards his eldeſt 
ſonne, and ſuch a ſonne, ſo only deere vnto 
him, Eſpecially , ſcing that he himſelfe was 
the only man that gaue order, for the reſer- 
uing of 400. crownes.to his one propet 
vic. I hould verily belieue, that to the 


intent that he might exhilctate g, 
ye 
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— vhllſt he conuerſed in the moſt famom 


eourrs of had alwayes ſo great a loue 
of pouerty, did of ſet- purpoſe ſuffer, that 
the Marques ſhold ificline to that part which 
was ſo contrary to his cuſtome. 

Hauing rendred thankes to Almighey 
God, he ſendeth- for into his chamber that 
vrneruble prieſt Ladowicus C dtwnexs, whome 
when be had requeſted ro hallow with his 
benediction, the cloth-garments which he 
had cauſed to be made priuately for himſelf 
at Mantua, according to the manmer of the 
Society, he ſtrippeth trmfelfe of all his pro- 
fane apparrell, and euen of his ſhirt it (elf, 
& ſilke-Rockings, and being adorned with 
chat facred habit, vpon the ſuddaine he en- 
rred into the Parlour where the Princes 
ſtayed for their dinner, They aftoniſhed 
with the neu neſſe of the thing ; could not 
with-hould from teares, and che his Fa- 
cher the Marques, who though long endea- 
aouring, was ncuer able all dinner while to 
— om weeping. There * taking 
occalion bf this pre fent matter, began wit- 

,moteftly, and very well ro the purpoſe 
to Jiſcourſt of the oceafions, & dangers of 
offending the Maieſty of God, h which 


men plunged inthe worlde do combat, of 


rhe vaine frailty of the honoursof this life 
of the manifold diMicolies , with which 
rv ot Prices and great men rp their 

Tall ſaluntioa is incombred , care 
which x in ryquifire every one ſhould haue 


for 
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forthe — aluarion of his ſoule, & 
this with ſo great aurhority, and vigour of a 
celeſtial] ſpirit,thar thoſe Noble- men deecu- 
fed vnto him with great ſhew-of reuerenee, 
and piety. And euen vnto this day his ſpeach 
is celebrated in many mens mouthes. 


Hari ug obtained to be ſent to Nome he by 
Loreto, & his piom exerciſes int . 


_ CHAP, XXXIII. 
b He next day followingafter this, which 


was the third before the Nones of No- 
uember, he tooke his leaue of rhe Duke of 
Mantua, and his Sonne, and ſome other ho- 
ble women there; and that euening at home, 
he humbly beſought his Father, and Mo- 
ther vpõ his knees for his mother was now 
lately returned fro Tino) that rhey would 
giue him their bleſſing. Which whilſt chey 
do, how many rearrs they ſhowred downe, 
and eſpecially the Marques his Father, may 
eaſily be conie&ured. The next morning he 
rakes his journey toward Rowe, wich chat at- 
rendance the Marques had aſſigned him, 
in which the principall was , that truly Re- 
uerend man wits (aner, whome be - 
rooke vnto him in that wurney for the 
atminiftring of the offices of piety , Perris 
Pranciſcas Tarcizs his Gouertour , Toby Ba. 
prifts Bonar a Doctor, one chamberlaine, & 
o ſeruants. Furthermore in rhis his Ae. 
parture, achougii he de Held Wl verpiug, 
is 


» 
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edible; how ſi = — of 
he ſhewed toward his ki 


kindred. To his yours 
ger brother Rodadph, vnto whome he had 
ven place in the Di of Marques, 
folk him in Coach, euen to the river 


«da; ( where he tooke ſhip for Ferrars)all 
that way and paſſage he ſ Le very litle. To 
a certaine prime man in the-ſhip, that (aid he 
was of a mind that conceaued great 
contentment for that he was inabled to ſuc- 
2 2 his „ Now 2 
o ſucceſiſſe , quanto ip/e i 
ceſſiber. Thar he did Kh +3 withſo 
much ioy, as he departed with jt to him. 
is 


with 
t Ferrara, hauing . de 
Ene, Duke of that place, and his wife A . 
ret Gong his K inſwoman, he bendes his 
iourney to Bolonia . He deſired very much 
in this his iourney to vifit the he Pate 0 
Lereto moued out of a peculiar piety to that 
place, and alſo with adeſire to performe that 
yYow which his Mother in times, paſt made 
for him at his birth. For although by the Iu- 
biley that was promulgated, for iuſt cauſcs 
power was giuen them, to make exchange 
of that Pilgrimage for other good offices, 
which both of the m had already performed, 
notwi ing he determined to ſatisfy 
chat his mothers firſt purpoſe, and his one 
fingular zeale. His determination therfore 
M to that great Duke 
Francis from thence to turne towards 
Lu But when he came to Fetre-Mals, in 
| | which 


W 
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Aly Came Lib. fr 
Mea roy the confines of Taft 
towards Beba, ſubiect to that great 
Bake , he found, for feare of the plague, a 
very ſtraite watch kept. There, alt 
his Companions declafed both the name & 
quality of the man, and the cauſes of vnder- 
taking this iourny, notwithſtanding they 
could not pre uaile with them to yield them 
paſſage. Therfore vpon neceſſity returning 
ona, from thence by his letters he ex- 
cuſed himſclfe to the great Duke, that he 
could not as he wiſhed tender his duty, and 
ſe ruice to him in his preſence. 

From Bolowes, by Flaminis he tooke his 
iourney directly to Loreto, whither after he 
came, it cannot be expreſled, with how great 
delicacies God and his moſt Bleſſed Virgin 
Mother entertained him. The next morning 
when in that Sacred Chappell, he had ſiue or 
{xt houres without intermiſsion afsifted at 
the holy Maſſes, he did receaue the Bleſſed 
Sacrament with incredible deuot ion, & be. 
ing inwasdly penetrated with 7 — 
the beneñt , which in that place, ( where ſo 
great maieſty and fanctiry barbourc d) all 
numane kind had reccaued , he became all 
drowned with teares, neither did it ſeeme 
poſsible to draw him from thence. But to 
the intent that he might haue more leaſure 
to pray and meditate in that holy place all 
day, he retuſing vnto Fa. Rectour of rhe 
Society who inuited him to their Col 
that office of courteſy, betooke hit 

L tOgra. 


mon Inne.From dinner he returneth to that 
holy houſe, and for ſo much as it was now 
diuulged who he was, and with what mind 
he went to Rome, he became remarkable to 
all, much comforting themſe lues, ro ſee a 
young man of that nobleneſſe of birth, and 
ab ce of riches, that with more indu- 
122 endeauoured. to be reduced to an hum- 

le and need y ſtate, then, for the moſt part, 
others do hunt after honours, & riches. The 
next morning follou ing, before his depar- 
ture be was pleaſed againe at Maſſe to be re- 
fre ſhed with the ſacred Euchariſt, and to be- 
ſtow ſome time in his prayers. That being 
done he went towards Rome. 

His courſe of life in his journey was in a 
manner this.In the morning ſo ſoone as he 
roſe out of his bed, for one quarter of an 
houre he prayed in filence, afterward he re- 
cited the Canonicall prayers, which{are ac- 
cuſtomed to be ſounge , about the Prime, 
Third, Sixt, and Ninth Houre, with Lewis 
the prieſt, of v home in this kind of prayer, 
af which hitherto he had no vſe, he deſired 
to be inſtructedʒ he ſaid likewiſe thoſe pray- 
ers which we call the Itincrariam, & then he 
mounted ypon his horſe. Many miles he 
trauailed ſomewhat remote from all his cõ- 
pany) ſometimes pronouncing the prayers 
of the daily exerciſe, ſometimes others, ſom- 

times according to his cuſtome , applying 
himielfe to meditation and contemp . — 
4A her- 


162 The Lifeof Blefed = | 
togeat her wich oll bi company to 2 com- 


. 1 1 AST  ' * Þ2ﬀ FF © £Þ 


- 
5 


LEES OATSS 


ws 2 1 5 8 w 


Aloyſius Gomgags, [Li 7. g 
mn Fe horie- backe he was no wil 
attentive to offices of piety, the others that 
are ſequeſtred in their chambers. For this 
reſpect his companiogs, v ho well obſerued 
how much he was deliihted with ſolitude & 
priuacy, vpon ſet-· purpoſe, iournied ſome li- 
tle diſtance from him. W hen it was his plea. 
ſure to intertaine talke, ſending for vnto 
him Lewis the prieſt, he conferred with him 
of divine matters. W hilit their horſes tooke 
their baite at noonetide, he likewiſe tooke 
ſome ſmall repaſt: afterward ſaying, togea- 
ther with the ſame Prieſt their Tuenſong,& 
Compline he returned to horſe , and to the 
E In the greateſt part therof he reuolued 
in his mind corporall puniſhments and affli- 
ctions, vnto which as he was much addicted, 
ſo his hope was that becoming a Religious 
man, he might take his full ſcope in them: & 
ſometimes he conſidered with himſelfe the 
affaires of India, and the conuerſion of Eth- 
nicks, and he was ſet on fire with hope one 
day to go by miſſion from his Superiour in- 
to thoſe coaſts, togeather with others, who 
ingreat number cuery yeare almoſt, paſſe 
out of Exroje. Or to conclude , with other 
ſuch like cogitations he facilitated his way. 

At the eucning in his Inne, although, for 
ſo much as it was in the ſharpe winter-ſea. 
ſon , he was cuen halte frozen with cold; 
neuertheleſſe he neuer warmed himſelfe. gut 
ſtraight-way retired all alone into his cham- 
ber,and there drawing 1 letting be. 

; 2 ore 
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which he catrried with him, throwing him- 
ſelfe at his teet, he continually ſpent two 
— with God ,intermixing to many — 
res, ſighes, nes, ad fo great feruout o 
mind, — men, u — doores 
heard this lamentable norte, gazed one vpon 
another, ſtroken with amazement & harty 
perinance. Behdes this prayer, he daily tora 
ſpace togeathcr , chaſtiſed himſelie 
with ſtripe and then calling into his cham- 
ber Ls the Pricft, be read the Mattie, 
and Laudes. Altei ward he tate dow ne to the 
table, and alwayesabſtaining from meate »# 
a more ſtronger nouriſhment, he ſuped 
very ſoberiy and ſparingly. He determined 
to obferue von Wedneiday, Friday, & $2. 
turday his accuſtomed taſts ; but the Pritt 
w he he perceancd him to be broke & weak 
ned with the labors ot his tourny , comaun- 
ded him to abſtaine from them. Vnto whole 
commaund truly he was then obedient, but 
— was he come to Nome, when he be- 
tooke him to them againe. 

When he u ent to ſleepe, he would nether 
ſuffer his bed tu be warmed, nor his appar- 
rell to be taken of. Thertore wheras he was 
not accuſtomed to care ſtoc kings of cloth 
til the time that he toołke ypon him the ha. 
dit of the Society at Manta, he was very 
much trobledcuery day with drawing them 
t. But once hen the prieſt taking commi- 
ſeration on him helped him, he ognd bl 

. cet 
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fore his eyes, the picture of Chriſt crucihe@ 
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Feet and legs — Rornad neither enen 
then wold he make any vſe of fire, although 
he very much vrged him the runto. 


At Rome hawing wiſfitod the Charches of greueſ 
fame haxing e Pope and (rd, 
bx is adioynea tothe Sorvety of IAIS vs. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


T Hue, when in the houſe of Scipio 

Gongara that moſt illuſtrious Patriarch 
he had lighted from his horſe, and a lite re- 
ſed himfſeife after his iourny, from thenee 
he berooke himſeltro the houſe of the pro- 
feſſed Fathers of the Society of ISS 
where he ſubmitteth himſe i ar the knees 
F. (landins Aqunaniza the Generall , who bad 
delcended into 2 garden to meere um, & 
profeſſerh himſe lte vnto him both à child 
and a ſubiect, fo piouſly and ſubiiiſſely, chat 
x fremed impoſſible ro raiſe him vp «gainec 
trom the ground Going from thenee he be- 
takes him to ſalute cerraine Cardinals , and 
chirfly Farnefins, Mexandrin , de Off, & Me- 
dire who at this day is the great Duke 
Florence, of all which he is intertamed wi 
ſingular benevolence and courtefy , and eff. 
pecully of Cardinal Farncfins & Medierv. who 
were very earneſt with him to remaine with 
them at their houſes. 

Hauing ſaluted all thoſe Cardimaſs whotn 
our of due reſped be cold not prerermie he 
ent tothe ſcauen moſt * mung 
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of that Citty, & to other places remarkable 
for ſanctity, to offer vp his prayers with in- 
credible piety. Through thoſe wayes which 
lead from one Church to another, he either 
meditated diuine matters in ſilence, or ſong 
facred Hymnes; but in the very Churches 
themſelues, by a thouſand meanes adoring 
Almighty God,hc declared a mind pious, & 
deuour to his Diuine maieſty. — 
ted theſe Churches, he went to Sixta / V. the 
Pope, that he might craue his benediction, 
cad deliver vnto him letters from his Father 
the Marques. He had ſcarcely entred into 
the Popes Anti-chamber,whcn he was inui- 
roned with a troope of Courticrs , whome 
the report already diſperſed of his intention 
had gathered togeather, euen as it were to 
behould ſome prodigy. ew admitted to 
the Pope, after according to the cuſtome he 
had kiſſed his feet, he deliuereth the letters 
from his Father. Ihe pope asketh him many 
things concerning his intention of _—y 
into Reli ion, and chiefly whether he 
ſufficiently forcicene that laborious courſe 
of life. So ſoone as he anſwered that he had 
long ſince premeditated, and conſidered all 
thinges, the Pope commending his reſolu- 
tion and courage of mind, beſtowing his 
bleſſing vpon him, diſmiſſed him. 

That = day which was Saturday, ei- 
ther for that the day before fer deuotion- 
ſake he had eaten nothing but bread & wa- 
tet, or for that this kele. fame day, that * 
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had ad mittance to the Pope, he had remai- 
ned faſting till . houres before night, or for 
ſome other cauſe, comming home he began 
to hind ſome indiſpoſition in himſelfe , and 
therfore to feare leaſt that might proue a 
new impediment vnto him. But this ſick- 
neſſe proceeded no further. The next day af- 
ter, which was Sunday , in the morning, 
he was preſent in the Chappel of the Ho- 
ly Martyrs « Abandins & Abendantiar, which 
is vnder the high - altar of that Church of 
the Society of 1 ss vs, built by Cardinalf 
Farzeſius and participating of the diuine Eu- 
chariſt,he betooke himſelte to the Quire to 
heare a ſermon : afterward vpon the inuite- 
ment of the R. Fa. Generall, togeather with 
ScipioGongage that moſt illuſtrious Patriarch 
hedined with the Fathers in the common 
refectory, and the Reader at table being ſi- 
lenced by Father Generall, one of the Socie- 
ty preached out of the pulpit. The Patriarch 
was much taken both with his modeſt y,and 

reſerued behaviour, & alſo with his ſayings 
and anſweres, and he ſaid, that it ſeemed a 

thing ſtrange vnto him, that there fell from 

this young man no one word in vaine, but 

alldiligenely wayed,and as it were examined 

by a certaine ballance. That alſo much moo. 

ued the Courtiers, whotooke! * — note 

of that. w herof I made mention before, that 


when in the priuate Chappell of that Illu- 
ſtrious man he was preſent at Maſſe, aftor 
the Prieſt was — that part of the 

4 
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Maſſe, wherin — 8 cuſtome he ele- 
uated the lacred Hoſt , to be beheld of the 
people that he powred outevena ſhowreof 
teares, and that be laboured in vaine to con. 
ceale it. 

At laſt vpon Munday, before the VII. 
day of the Kalends of mber, which is 
dedicated as holy ,vnto that Bleſled Virgin 
and Martyr F. (athcrine, before noone , be. 
ing of the age of ſeauentee ne yeares , eight 
moneths, and ſixteene dayes, cheertully,& 
with much ioy , accompanied with all his 
friends, and en that Illuſtrious Seipio 
Cong, he entred into the Nouiſhip of the 
Society of IE SVS at S. Andrews in Monte- 
canalls at ſuch time as F. loaunys tiha P 
cator, a man of excellet ſanctity, as I ſhall de- 
clare elſe- here, did goueruc the ſame, and 
informe the Nouices. There that moſt Illu- 
ſtrious Patriarch, after he had ſaid Maſſe. ha- 
uing made Aloys partaker of the celeſtiall 
Euchariſt , he togeather with Fa. Generall, 
who for that cauſe came thither , tooke his 

— | 
luna the very entring into the houſe, «Aovy- 
turning vato thoſe that had accopanicd 
m even trom Mute, ex horted themtodo 
their endeauour to polleſle themſe lues otc+ 
—— He rendred thakes to Do- 

or Beuus for his courteſy, in accompanyin 

him. The M 4ior -dowo of bis — 4 c 
requeſted, that going with his letters to 
he wold in his name ſalute * 
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Duke of Florence. T he Chamberlaine he de- 
fired that he would nt his duty to his 
mother . Lows the Pricit he beſought, that 
in his be halfe he would impart thele words 
to his Fat her, Olliai ſcere popula te. N do- 
un petris tw. ( PV. 44.) Forget thy peo- 
fl and the houſe of thy Father: by whi 
he would giue him to vnderſtand, chat he 
tro that very moment, was willing to Icaue 
of all memory of houſe, country , people. & 
dominion now already deſpiſed by him. Be- 
ing asked whether he would haue any thing 
elie to his brother Raab, he antwered that 
he ſhould (ay vato him, that, Q timet Demas 
faciet bows: he that feareth God ſhall do good 
thinges. Having (aid this, he left them, very 
much deploring that they were berett of 
good a Lord, and Prince. To conclude, vnto 
that moſt lluſtrious Patriarch Gougage who 
bad imployed great induſtry in opening him 
2 way to the Society, with all his hart he — 
ded thankes, and promiled him his moſs - 
vent prayers for his ſafety. Heere that good 
Prelate, ho was moued with the fweernefſe 
of his wordes, was notable to retraine from 
teares, and there profellcd , that he had an 
boly emulation towards him, who ſo well 
knew, how to make choyce of tho better 
art. | 
: qr hauing now diſpatched from 
him, all both men, and other thinges which 
eſtranged him from Religion, the mgyſterof 
the Nouices brought him into a * 
WACIC 
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where according to the cuſtome of the So- 
ciety he ſhould make triall of himſelfe,no o- 
therwiſe, then if he had entred into ſome ce- 
leſtiall Paradiſe, exulting from the very bor. 
tome of his hart, he made vſe of this ſaying: 
Hec requics mea in ſæcalum ſeculi; hic habit abo, 
quoniam elegi cam: This is my reſting place 
world without end, here will I dwell, becauſe 
I haue choſen it. And afterward being left 
there alone, he tell downe vpon his knees, 
with his mind ſugered with an inward Kind 
of ſweetneſſe, with his eyes bedewed with 
teares which divine loue raiſed in them , & 
auc humble thakes roGod, that deliuering 
im out of & ht, had brought him into this 
Land promiſed by God, flowing with the 
milke and hony of celeſtiall ioyes. And then 
doth he offer and freely dedicate himſelfe to 
his Diuine Maieſty, as a Sacrifice and Holo- 
cauſt. To conclude, he beſoughr him to 
youchſafe him affiſtance , that he might as 
beſt became him,dwellin the houſe of God, 
rſeuer, and end his life in exhibiting his 
oly ſeruice therin. He did not omit after- 
ward to celebrate that as a feſtiuall day vpon 
which he entred into Religion, with anni- 
uerfary ſolemnity, & he choſe tor his patro- 
nefſe Bleſſed S. Catherine, vnto whome that 
day was conſecrated. | 
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How excellently he eye d the Nomirhip of 


his Religions Lyfe. 
„O fo much af we haue 
/ N. declared, what a manner 
N of mi Bleſſed Aloyſius was, 
£C beforc he renounced the 
77 N commodi wg of ogy 

VB and tooke vpon him 
CC 5 courſe of a more Reli. 
= gious lite; time now re. 
= that we declare , with what conuer- 
ation and ſanctity he liued amongſt his fel- 
lowes, after he was receaued into their ng. 
ber. At which time, truly, although io bios 
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Nike he fhined ——— much 
as he was held within the confines of dome. 
ſticall diſcipline as acloſe buſhell, and auoi- 
ded the ſight of men, leſſe likewiſe did their 
eyes and mindes refle& vpon his exeelſent 
vertue. For that being avcry young man, 
(when he had not as yet finiſhed his ſtudy 
of Dininicy, nor could not by reaſon of his 
young yeares be initiated in Pricft-hood he 
dycd : and _ few yeares that he lived by 
the will of his Yuperiours, that boundſeſſe 
feruour, wherwith before being carried, he 
had raſled all dilcrecce moderation, was 
broght to an abſolute and temperate courſe 
of lite. Whg#fore vnto thoſe that ſhould 
meaſure his actions according to a certaine 
externall Kind ot apparency , it may ſceme 
that after he betooke himſelte to the go- 
uernement of others, omitting thoſe courſes 
which he made vic of in his Fathers houſe, 
heloſt the greateſt ſubiect of his commen- 
darions: but vnto them that haue bene lon- 
prattitioners in this celeſtiall Philoſophy, 
t with the eyes of their mind cleared, and 
Muminated with diume light, ſhall be hould 
hu religious life, it will maniteſtly appeare, 
both how great a proficicar he was become 
in perfect vertue/by the guidance of his fu- 
pertours, and how meSparably , thoſe thing: 
which he performed in Religion, do in di- 
furpaſſe the actions af his former life. 
bring now made a Religious man, for ſo 

much #3 he was enriched with more 
20 full 
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full knowledge ot Sacred mat ters be fol- 
lowed in his working, a certaine More co 
pious K ind of light : neither was there any 
action of his, how litle ſoeuer, which he did 
not garnith, both with the combinatios of, 
many vertues, and with rciecting what. 
lacuer will of his, that was not altogether 
corretpandent with the only zcale of am- 
plityingthe Glory of God, and with abun- 
dant ardour of charity towards him. 

But amongſt all that tr eaſure ot his moſt 
excellent vertnes, which, we ſhall proſecute 
in this our fecond part. we may makeobſer. 
uation of two certaine thinges. I he one, for 
that being borac and bred-vp in ptincipali- 
ty, in like manner being of tender & weake- 
health,norwithRanding ſcarcely had he ſet 
his foct within the houſe of the Society, but 
that he accommodated humſelte to their co 
mon cuſtome of liuing, & their domeſticall 
diſeipline, ſo that he ſemed to differ nothing 
trom the reit, neit her did he cucr (utter him 
lalte by any of the Superiours, eit het to be 
intertained more curioully , or to be made 
lingular in any — although it was otters, 
offered — — when he came newly 
from fo diffcring a ot life: and in the 
kouſe he comdeicended fo gladly and cheer. 
fully to all, were they neuer ſo abiect & dale 
offices, that you wauld haue laid that he to 


that very day, had neuer bene accuſtamed 
to other imploymenta, hut to 
in other mem ſcruice ” I he 


his tice 
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t : from the be ning he perſuaded him- 
ſelfe, that he might be ſaid to haue perfor- 
med exacty all the rules of Religion, who 
ſhould omit none of all thoſe, which are de- 
creed in the holy ordinances ot that Inſti. 
rute,and that ſhould be moſt diligently con- 
uerſant, in all the offices how light ſoeuer, 
which are by commaund impoſed vpon eue- 
ry ſeuerall day. W herfore no man could be 
more obſcruant , no man more vigilant, in 
diſcouering all thoſe thinges , which either 
by the inſtitute, or cuſtome are daily com- 
maunded. By which meanes hearriucd to ſo 
high a pitch of perfect ſanctity; that worthi- 
ly he may be ſet as a maiſter-peece of all e- 
xatand abſolute piety, both beforeall Re- 
ligious men, who aime at any high degree of 
perfection and eſpecially before thoſe men 
that are of our Society. For which cauſe in 
this ſecond Booke,my purpoſe is, rodeclare 
certaine ſmall, & internall matters, that our 
Brothers may haue from whence to draw an 
example, in all our domeſticall functions. 
Therfore in his Nouiſhip it ſelfe he laid his 
deepeſt foundations of all his vertue. 

For after that, as I determined to relate, 
he had entred into his firſt Probation, all 
thoſedayes that he remained ſecret, his mird 
tooke great contentment, in reading or me- 
ditating diuine matters, although for ſo 
much as his mind was alwayes fixed vpon 
god, there was in a manner no difference 
betweene his reading and meditation. In the 
mceane 
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meane tors gs + it were in reſpect of 
Fa the alteration of the climate, and his diet, 
0 or the affliction of his body vpon which he 
inſiſted, or by reaſon of roo much intenſe. 
a neſſe of mind in meditation, his health be- 
- gan to decline. Vpon that occaſion it cau- 
A {cd his Superiours, to ſend him away ſome. 
what ſooner then ordinary. W hich they did 
x ſo much the more willingly, for that haui 
| of late at Mantua yndergone theſe ſacre 
' Exerciſes, & hauing read ouer the Rules & 
Conſtitutions in times paſt , ſurely he came 
| not altogether ignorãt of our affaires. Nei- 
ther, truly, hauing bene tried amongſt . ſo 
many aduerſe chaunces, ſeemed it requiſite 
to try him any further. Hauing finiſhed his 
probation, he is committed for a litle time 
to the cure of a Phſtian, til he was contir- 
med our of this indiſpoſition. His linnen 
which he had worne in his journey, euen til 
his comming to Rome, when they were g. 
gen to be- waſhed, by the continuall ſtri 
wherwith he had daily diſciplined himſelfe, 
were found imbruecd with very much bloud. 
After he was admitted into the fellows 
ſhip of others , the Maiſter of the Nouices 
oblcrued, that he went ſomewhar holding 
downe his head. Therfore for the brealein 
him of that cuſtome,or tor the exerciſin 
a victory ouer himſelfe , he commau 
that his accke ſhould be incloſed in a col. 
lar of paſt-bord couered with cloth, tothe 
intent that he might not carry his * 
a 


„ \ The Le *.* , 
therwile rhen — This when ha hoh 
had bene com to weare for cer« 
taine dayes, he obeyed with meruelous alas 
crity, and for t hat re ſpect he pleaſingly mis 
led in company. All che other Nouices he pri 
did ſo much obſerue and reverence, as if he ÞÞ the 
bad beene the low eſt of that family. Neither tot 
did he longechy, but that he deüred leaue vi 
to be — im to ſaſt, todiſcipline, to make cel 
vic of haire- cloth, & othor meancs to tame cu 
either his body, or his mind. But when be per 
obſerued, that the Nowees, did not vic, a3 * 
he hitherto had done, to weare a corner ff {pe 
cappe which is the note of a Cicargy-man; th 
northeir other garments of fo hne cloth, as po 
that which he had cauſed to be made amõgſt m 
his triendes, he very eaneſily intreated t 2 
| that they would preſently giue uc 
bim leave to weare a hat like the Nouices, m 
and — wore. And this he 4 
obtained. Morcouer by their good leaue, he di 
ed his Bc of Canonicall prayers v1 
which was guilded vpon the leaues & f. 


couer, for another more ne one. To 10 
conclude, tothe end he might eſtrange him- 0 
ſelſe from v hatſocuer might ſmelt of A git, p 
by degrees he {tripped hiinſe lie of all thing | 
D. 
Is WH &4 (ortame - l 
— rfbonedi the Dowell, - ü 
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boly Scripture; that Nee whodedicare 
ſelues ro the ſeruice of God, and liue fayth- 
fully therin, are exerciſcd , not by cho Di- 
vel tor puniſhment due vnto any ſinne, but 
principally by God, that he may ſift & zrye- 
them. Therfore God is wont tor a litle time 
to take away from the whom he endoweth 
vith the light of Diuine — — 
ccleſtiall ſweernefle of mind, which be is ac- 
cuſtomed to yield vnto them whodiligently 
pertorme his commaundments. 4. 
ferm. de Cant. Exech. )allead ging in a certaine 
lpeach of his, reaſons to rhis ec, is 
this opinion, that this is not done God v = 
pon cuſtome only, but euen neceſſarily. AL 
mighty God did not long ſuffer his ſeruunt 
tAloyſins to be depriued of this kind of fa- 
uour. For now at the beginning he found his 
mind for a htle ſpace voyd of theſe cdforrs. 
At which time he truly was not vnquiet or 
diſturbed, or more inclined to any kind of 
vice, but only condoled, that he had loſtrhax 
ſucet cheerfulneſſe which euen amongſt his 
{ccular friendes he enioyed There remained 
only one remedy for the mitt garing of his 
griefe , that as often as he gaue himſelſe ro 
prayer, he found himſclfe aſtogeather eaſed 
therof. And not longe after, all thatclowde 
of ſadneſſe being driven away, God, ho to 
the intent that he might trie him, and in- 
flame him with a greater dcure of him ,had 
tora litle while Adden himſelte, ſhone forth 
againe vpon his e —_ 
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his aceuſtomed and tranquilitꝛ. 
At another time, the Diuell that he might 
diſcourage his mind, and deie him, ſugye« 
ſted t his cogitation: And what I pray you, 
will the Society do with you? He ſtraight. 
way perceauing that he was ſolicited by the 
Diuell, made head againſt him, and within 
the {pace of halte an houre obtained the vi- 
ctory. He affirmed atter ward, that in all the 
tune of his Nouiſbip he was only tempted 
theſe tyWo times. Thertor after this, his mind 
was alwayes peaceable & quiet. What won- 
der? ſoaringalott aboue all human chaiices, 
he aſhigned allro the Divine pronidence by 
which he ſeemed to ati-;re ro that plact, 
where he is now, not to be ſhaken with any 


perturbation. 


His conflency of mind in the death of his Fqgher 
the eMarqacs. 
CHAP. III. 


His did he ſufficiently diſcouer to the 
meſſenger that brought him newes of 

his Fathers dcath the Marques Ferdinand, 
who dyed fix weekes after his entrance into 
the Society. At the hearing wherof, he was 
no more moued then if it had nothing at all 
cocerned him. Therfore the ſelf-ſame day at 
the perſuaſion of others being willed to c0- 
fort his mother by letters, in ſuch ſort he 
began them, that he gaue thakesto Cod. for 
that herafter there was no other cauſe, but 
That he might lay, Pater noſter qui erin _ 
ur 
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Our Fulle art in Heauen. This ſee- 
med very ſtrang vnto all, and eſpecially vnto 
them, who Knew very well the entire loue, 
affection & obſcruance which Alois bare 
towards his Father,which was ſo great, that 
abſtracting from God and celeſtiall thinges, 
edle nied any thing ypon earth to be more 
deere varo Hm. Verily, he himſolfe confel- 
ſed, that his Fathers death conlidered of it 
ſelfe, could not but be a great gricte vnto 
bim: but ſo ſoone as he remebred that it fell 
outaccording to the will ot God, it was im- 
poſſible that that ſhould ſceme trouble ſome 
to him which was his plcaſure . And this is 
w hich betore I ſaid, that he was higher then 
all Fortune, for fo much as he wholy depen- 
ded ypon the will of God. This ſame fo ſud- 
dain* cad of his Father, gaue «Aloyſius cauſe, 
to take notice of that extraordinary loue, & 
lingular care, that Almighty God had of 
him. For it the Marques had died two or 
three moneths ſooner then that time of his 
abdicating his riches,or that his entrance in- 
to Religion had bene deterred butfor three 
mon:ths, it might well haue bene feared, 
that cither F. G-nera'l , ſuppoſing that, thar 
famly ought not to be depriued of ſo com- 
modious a head for the gouerning of its af- 
faites, would haue detcrred the acceptance 
of him; or that they ot that Prouince accor- 
ding to their iaflamed loue towards him, 
would haue attempted the with-houlding 
hin by force; ot at leaſt that he himſelſe fea- 

X ting 
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ring to commit this domimon to his yon« 
ger brother being bur euen thẽ a very child, 
would haue thought it better, rather for 
ſome litle time to apply himſe lte to the ad- 
miniſtration therof. But what euent that 
matter would have had, that doubtleſſe u 
beſt knowne to God. Now iwas his plea 
ſure who had made choice of him, after that 
— — our of the ſhackles of for- 
tune, he had placed him in Religion, then at 
laſt to call vnto him the Marques his Father. 
Neither did the ſame prouidence of God 
ſhew it ſelfe leſſe obſcure towards the Mar- 
ques himſelfe. For wheras he in his youth 
was much renowned imthe war , for his fer. 
uice pon horſe backe, and had ſpent all his 
time in purchaſmg to him, and his, the ho- 
nours & pomps of this world; ſo ſoone as A- 
lou bad now betaken himſelfe to Reli- 
gion, he made ſuch a vertuous alteratiõ in his 
manners, and with fo feruent zeale ax plied 
himſelfe to matter of picty, that he became 
euena miracle to all his acquaintance. He vt- 
terly abandoned his gaming, ro which heere- 

tofore he was too much giuen. And cue 
day ar cucning, when he had commaunded 
10 brought vnto his bed-ſide, wherin he 
y licke of the goure, that picture of Chriſt 
cruciſied which Aloys had left behind him, 
before the ſame , rogeather with Ghifonims, 
whome(hauing bene of late Aloyfius his Chi- 
berlaine ) he kepr with him, he recited the 
ſeauen penircatiall Pſalmes, & the Litemies: 
Vnto 


. ] ᷣ v ˖ 7 rr CCTE [PE RP: o[ 


ASSO. ARE ES CG © 


* ww * 


ther any remedy could be giuen by the F. 
wy M 3 ſitians 


r L Lb. 1. 18t 
Vnto which he ſent for his wife & children, 
and commaunded toanſwere. In his prayer 
fo extreeemely did he weepe, with ſuch 
deepe ſobs,and groanes that it was an abun- 
dant teſtimony, of that penitentiall ardour 
with which bis mind was inflamed. Ar 
imbracing the crucihx,and often knocking 
his breſt, with teares he prayed in this man- 
ner: Miferore Dowine, Domne pecc aui, mſcrere 
wei: Mercy O Lord, © Lot] hens offen- 
ded, haue mercy vpon me. And being aſto- 
niſhed at this his vnuſuall promptneſlſe of 
weeping ,at laſt he ſaid: Vos ignoro unde he l- 
chryme flnent: faut hi cAloyſ jruttuc: Aloyſins d 
Deo Opt. Maximo, ut hoc ſalatari dolore cor mihi 
2 — I am not ignorant from 
whence theſe teares flow: they are my Moy. 
fear his fruites : Aloyſius bath obtained of my 
good and mighty to transfixe my hart 
with this bolfome griete. After this he care. 
fully, and contritely after the manner of a 
= Chriſtian conteſſed all the finnes of his 
mer life, to Lawowicns ( tanta the Prieſt 
lately arr — 2 ( 5 1 
accom Alsyſine ) being carried tor 
Church of the Virgin - mot her at Mantzs,q5 
the ſelte- ſame . — the prieſt recoũtad 
rnto me. Neither did this feruent mind of 
1 decline — — bs ati 
ut io ſoone as | 2 
day ly to increaſe, he commaunded himſelſe 
to be carried to Millan, to tric there whe... 
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fitians to his malady. Neuertheleſſe withid 
a few daycs he drew neere his laſt end. Ther. 
fore wheras F. Francis Gorgags, being euen 
them General! of his order, & by chaunce 
lived at Millan, came vpon a certaine day 
when he was in great danger, to viſit him, & 
giue him warning of his death which now 
neere approached, he himſelfe eaſily ſuſpe. 
cting whar he would haue him to do at that 
time, ot his owne accord requeſted , that he 
would ſend vnto him ſome one of his order 
whome he thought moſt firte , to heare bis 
confeſſion. He ſent one: he was cõfeſſed. The 
day following the Generall returning , ex- 
horrs him to make his will: he made it, and 
ſettingall thinges in order which were needs. 
full, he cõforted herin his lame nting friends, 
for that he ſaid there was more cauſe to re- 
ioyce, that it pleaſed God then t cõmaund 
him out of this life, when he was ſo wel min- 
ded.He departed this mortall life on the lat. 
of February the yeare 15865. His body as he 
had commaunded being brought to Mantss 
was buried there in S. Francis Church. 
Aloyſims being by the Generall Cong, 
of whome even now I made mention, & 
ſome of his other tamiliar friendes certified 
of thoſe thinges that happened at his Fa- 
thers death, much reioycing, gaue thankes 
to God. He was wont to recount that he was 
thus taught by his Father: That whatſoeuer 


e, or buſines, that he mould pertorme that 
which 


me” doth apply his mind to,in any courſe of 
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which he taketh in hand as diligently as he 
may. That wheras this was his Fathers opi- 
nion, in thinges ſubiect to fortune, it was 
much greater reaſon;that he ſhould ſand fo 
affected in Gods cauſe. Neither was he flow 
in ſhewing in his deedes themſelues, how 
deeply he had imprinted. this ſaying in his 
mind, why did alwayes with inflamed deſire 
contend, that he might ſubiect himſelfe to 
the gouernement of reaſon, & make good 
the name and renowne of vertue & Chriſtian 
prudence. on 

And that we may giue a taſt of ſome fe 
thinges, hich euen then were both admired 
and ipoken of concerning him; firſt of all he 
ſo vtterly laid downe all care of his kinsfol 
kes, that he ſeemed euen to haue blotted our 
of his mind all memory of them. Therfore 
being asked how many brothers he had, he 
was not able to giue any anſwere, beforꝭ to 
himſcife he had reckoned their number. Ar 
another time a certaine Father asking him, 
whether he were any thing trobled with the” 
remembrance of his kindred? he denied that 
he euer had any thought of them, but hen 
he was willing ro commend them in Fas- 
rallto Godzand that by the benebr of * 
he had his cogitations ſo far forth in his 
power, that there was neuer any thing oc 
curring to his mind, vnleſſe he were willing 
the runto. | - 
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Of bis mortific ation in the time of his Na 
the eafledyof tas fuſes, ho 
CHAP. IV. 


E had forrifed all his ſenſes with ſo 

diligeta guard, that hauing both eyes 
& caxes,he ſeemed neither to ſee nor heare, 
and with his body placed vponcarth to be 
conuerlant with his mind in heauen. Neuer 
whilſt he was in Religion, was he ſeene to 
take into his hand , any odoriterous thing, 
much leſſe any thing that was perfumed: & 
as often as in the Hoſpitalls be attended v. 
po ſicke perions,which he often asked le aue 
to do, he applied himſelfe to thoſe that were 
the mpſt loathſote ot all others, and he fo 
1 chat filthineſſe and ſtinke, 
that he ſhewed no ſigne of loat hſome neſſe. 
He likewiſe brought-vnger his ſenſe ot 
touching, by inflicting ſtripes vpo his fleſh, 
by wearing hairc-cloch; vos atten for his 
daily — rr — and water, & 
by impobog vpoa lumſelſe other corporall 
puniſh ments and verations. All which he did 


rr vice, vnleſſe in reſpect of his 
| alth, he was permitted by his ſu- 
22 to vie them ſeſſe then he would. 


her was any thing more gricuous vnto 


kim, then that in this reſpect he might not 
follow his owne diſpobrioe. Once alſo he 
did confidently affirmeto a certaine Father 
ches puniſhments which be now vied 
r 
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forthe — + inſolency of his bo- 
dy and mind, were nothing in c iſon 
of thole which in his former ſtate of life, he 
ſuffered of his one accord. That this one 
thing was of great comtort to him, for that 
he knew Religion much to reſemble a ſhi 
in which they ſaile, no leſſe, who by the co. 
maund of the Gouernout fit idle, then they 
that ſweate in rowing. That day which ac- 
cording to the cuſtome of che Church faſt 
was oblerued, he had obtained of the Mai- 
ſtcr of the Nouices to abſtaine tro all thin 
2 but bread & water. But the Maiſter be- 

oulding him v hen he obſerued that he did 
cate almoſt nothing that was vpꝰn the table, 
taking him from that, to the intent that he 
might maniſter ſome other matter vnto him 
of ouercomming himſelſe, ſending for him 
vnto him, he commaundeth him to returne 
to the ſecond table and to cate of v hatioe- 
ucr ſhould be ſer before him. He did as it 
was commaunded him. But then a certaine 
man who obſerued it, he being gone from 
thence, ſaid in ieſt: Surely brother 
you haue taken vp 4 handiome Kind of fa- 
—— once moderately, ——— 
tent that you may cate againc: vnto home 
— —— 
tinnen jatls; , G 

ter. What would y ou me to doc? 
Ie become 
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As concerning his ſenſe of hearing, he ne- 
uer accommodated his earesro them that 
tould new, or vnprofitable thinges. Ther- 
fore if conueniently he might, he turned 
the ſpeach to ſome other ſubiect: but if he 
that ſpake were one ot any account, he ſuf- 
i ciently diſcouered by his ſilence it ſelfe, & 
the habit of his countenance, that thoſe 
. that were ſpoken were diſpleaſing to 

im. 

Wheras in that his freer courſe of life, as 
we haue declared before, he did ſeuerely 
moderate his eyes, he did diſcouer amongſt 
the Religious, cucn nach more cuident li- 
— of vigilancy. The Nouices are wont 

omerimes cucry yeare for recreation-ſake 
to go forth into a certaine vine-yard . Of- 
ren Aloyſins gone to the ſame, when I 
know not von what occafion they were 

fent to another. After he was returned 
home fro this, being asked: v hethet ſeemed 
vnto him the pleaſanter? he ſaid that he did 

very much merueile at this queſtion, for ſo 

much as hitherto he did thinke that it had 

bene the very ſame; which notwithſtanding 
did very much differ from this in the way, 

iu lod gings, and other thinges. Calling to 
miad at laſt, he acknowledged, that in this 
he ſawa Chappell , and not the like in the 
former . When he bad now for the ſpace 
of three monerhs taken meate in the refe.. 
Aory of the novices, he was yet ignorant of 
the order which was obſcrucd in the 5 — 
— er- 
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Therfore being — by Fa. Mun 
ſter ro bring vnto him a certaine booke 
which he had left in Fa. Rectours ſcate, he 
vas firſt to be informed. which that place 
ſhould be, and where the Prieſtes did fir. 
At another time hauing likewiſe ſpent three 
moneths in the nouiſhip , he tould the Mai- 
ſter, that he was troubled with a ſcruple. for 
that not willingly, but accidentally caſting 
his eyes vpon a certaine perſon that ſate in 
his company, he beheld, what he was in do- 
ing That he feared leaſt that might ſeeme a 
tokenot curioſity, yea and moreouer which 
you will more wonder at, he added, that this 
was the firſt ſcruple that had befallen him 
concerning the gouernement ot his eyes, 
hnce his firſt entrance into the Society. 

He ſeemed altogether to haue loſt his ta- 
ſte, ſo voyd was he in perceauing any taſte in 
his meate, neither did he any thing care he- 
ther it were delicate or vile, well ſeaſoned, 
or vnſauory. It was his only deſire to take 
the very worſt of that which was ſet before 
him: and whilſt he was cating to haue his 
mind alwayes vpon Diuine matters. For 
only at that time which he attended to the 
reading, at noone he meditated of the 
which was giue Chriſt to drinke, at evening 
of that mo ſacred ſupperand full of my ſte- 
ries, wherwith laſt of all Chriſt intertained 
his diſciples, 2! 0; 

He was ſo vatchfull in the cuſtody of his 
tongue, that they who eee 


sie . 


anxious & wg mo Amongſt his pray- 
ers which he vicd as iaculatory in the mid- 
deſt of his other imployments , euen this 
Uerſe out of the Pſalme, was very frequent 
in his mouth: Ponce Domine caffod:iom or! mee 

q circumit antic labys weir. Put o Lord 
— my mouth, and a ſtrong en- 


ag doore betort m bes, Alto he 
this ſay ing. in th e company of 


#1 no# oſſe nu in verbo, hic 1 — 
wur: 2 qe _—_ fe 2 eſſe now 
#421 ling nam [nam hate; ligio. 


is to ſay: who doth nat — in word, bets 
a perfect man: and it any one thinke bimſe lie 
to be Religious. not refraining his tongue, 
vaine is this mans Religion. And far — 
comrentment was it to him to hold his 
chen to ſpeake. Therfore it is incre ible, 
how obſeruant he was of that lav, which in- 
joyacth filence to Religious men for cer- 
= _ 
ſomerimes ſent with ſome prieſt ro 
, for ſo much as he heard, 
— alwayes leaue was giuen to ralke 
with thoſe — —— = with, — 
termined to read a e 0 = —— t 
1 purpoſe ke ad — 
o paſſed the ſame 
oo reading, partel —— meditating, that 
no one to his uw ho 
1— . 
elfe 
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ditatiõ. Bur he loued filence ſo much 22 
for that he feared to offend God , or tor fa 
much as thoſe celeſtial delights of his mind 
which he daily enioy ed, vtterly extinguiſhed 
all deſire of cofort which may be reaped by 
mutuall diſcourſes. Thoſe men that are af 
the Society, are wont before they goe ous 
of the houſe to acquaint the porter, hit ben 
they goe: wheras thertore the Nouices at 
Rome are wont often to be ſent to the Houſe 
of the Proteſſed Fathers, ey ther to ſerue 
at Maſſe, or to heare Sermons , or holy Lo- 
ours vpon feſtiualldayes 4 ae 
of his Maiſter, whether he had ſpoken this 
word in vaine , if (when to be vn 
ic was ſufficient ro ſay he went to the Hoaſe } 
he ſhould adioyne alſo, that he went to the 
houſe of che Profeſied . ' 
That khoure which next afterdinher and 
ſupper , was allowed for the relaxation of 
their mindes, and which is called che houre 
of recreation, for fo much as that time it is 
lawtull for them to recreate themſelues mo- 
detately with ſome diſcourſe; he would ne- 
uer talke otherwiſe then of God, and 
often would he breake ot his intended di 
courſe , ſo ſoone as any thing came into his 
mind, for which he thoght good to conceale 
that which he had begun to vtter, & haui 
uſed a while in ſilẽ ce, he would | 
r himſelfe to be perſuaded to diſcloſe ie, 
Alſo as concerning his apparrell, be re. 


-- 


| 
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neſted that he — 1 haue thoſe that were 
the moſt worne,& old in the houſe. When 
as therfore by the commaundment of the 
Rectour a new garment was put vpon him, 
he conceaued ſo much griete in his mind, 
that ir could not but appcare, both to the 
tailour and others that were preſent. Attcr- 
ward expreſſing this his gricte, it was anſwe- 
red him, that that might euen proceed tom 
certaine ſelt. loue, & a deſireto maintaine his 
—_— and the opinion that others had 
of him. Out ot which wordes he rooke an 
occalion , for certaine dayes to ſift into all 
his cogitations and as far forth as he might 
to found the head and originall of t hai tro» 
ble which he was ſcalible of, in the putting- 
on of his apparrell. When he had moſt care- 
fully examined himſeltc,he could never dif. 
couer that he had admitted any ſuch kind 
of fault. Nay rather, although be found, 
when he firſt entred into the Nouiſbi , that 
he had certaine cogitations ſuggeſted , that 
might ſeeme to haue relation to draw him 
ſomewhat too much to loue himicite , not- 
withſtanding of ſuch vigilancy was he, by 
the aſſiſtance of Almighty God, that be did 
not ſo much as once remember, that euer he 
—— vnto them. But to tte intent 
that he might be the more ſafe againſt this 
'plague, in all points whatſocucr which for 
cerraine monechs he meditated of Chriſts 
paiſion, he did woſt apply himſelfe to that 
Are and cogitat ion, that weeding yp by the 
5 | very 


— 


, 
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boo ere that prepoſterous loue of him</ 
ſite , he might plant in his mind a holſome 
harred and deſpiſing of himſelfe. 

He refratneth from the deſire of honowr; he expli4 
cate ſome precepter to the — he car- 
weſtly defireth to be reprebruded pablikgly. 

CHAP. V. 
O be apphed himſelfe ſo much the 
more diligetly to thoſe thinges which 
are wont to be vſed for the repreſhng of the 
deſire of honour, by how much to men of 
ſound judgment , he perceaued that thoſe 
thinges ſeemed more prohtable , and more 
necellary , then the vexation of the body. 

Therfore inthe vſe and practiſe of making 

himſelfe openly abiect, and expoſed as à lau- 

g hing ſtocke to men, he proceeded fo far; 

that he made nothing curious of doingit, ei- 

ther at home or abroad. Oftentimes he de- 
ficed leaue to be giuen him to beg almes 
through the citty, in an old cloke , with his 
ſhoulder loaded with a waller. Being asked 
whether this were any ſhame , or troble to 
himthe anſwered, no. For ſetting before his 
eyes the example of Chriſt,and hisfauour & 
the erernall reward which he ſhold deſerue, 
that they were ſufficient moriues, ro vnder- 

oe all theſe things, with a mind both wil. 
ſing and ioy full: And truly, it he ſhould euen 
waigh the matter according to the common 


iudgment of men, that he could no way vw 
r derlaad. 


Erbes, how NE 


knowne of them that ſee me ; if they usw me not, 


| I hawe no rcaſon to paſſe for their indoment; for a- 


arc ignorant of my condition 
there is no lofſc ofeſtimation tobe bowailcd. Bot if 
they hwow me beſiac this bolſome cxample of nn: 


that they make their profit of, they do not only not 
diminisb their opinion of me hut cucn ſo far forth 
increaſe it, that the greater danger is , that my 
wind aud rather thinks it inſolently to be glo- 
ricd in then gie wed at. For whoſoemer borne to 4 
great hall for the lone of Chriſt cait him- 
fel to pony, thall cuen be howorred of 
Who themſciues thinks thoſe thinges not to 
be conterre d. 

After the fame manner when vpon teſti. 
ualldayes in the ſtreetes of the citty & high - 
wayes, by miſſion from his Superiours, he 

J the groundes of Chriſtian do- 
ctrine to beggars,and ruſticks, ſuch was his 
abeerfulneſſe in performing this office, and 
tender loue towards all, that both the com- 
mon ſort were edified by behould ing him, 

ea, and graue Prelates themſelues paſsing 
chance, by in their coaches, — ſom- 


mes with a deſire to ſee, and heare him 
| 


1 
|| ecaſeto ſolicite, & encourage with the inci- 


ll. There was once a certaine man 
whome he knew to haue abſtained trom £0 - 
ſeſsion fixe whole yeares, home he did not 


zement of aDiuinc 


irit,& with ardent per- 
| Gfuakonsoobort — 


being inclined to pen- 


nance 


him. For ſaid he: Either Le nas, not 


Hopf Gonzaga. T Li. . iy 
nance, he hs Beep + _—_— a — 
to the Churc 5 „ W vale 
his conteflion and abſolue him . The fame 
office did he often pertorme ro others + 
| There was one thing v erin he confeſſed 
; that he was fomewhartroubled, when open- 
ly in the Retectory, or Pulpit ot the Nouts 
ces, he was reprehended ot his faultes, not 
tor ſo much as ke any thing fear ed to be no- 
ted for a man yoyd of vertue, which made 
not any impreſſion in him, but tor that as he 
laid, vices were loathſome'vnto him. Ther- 
fore there was nothing chat he did more ot- 
ecn make ſuite” for, then that he might be 
publikely accuſed, which he contelſed was 
very profitable vnto him. And although (as 
he hed enebhne cotumaund ouer all the 
motions of his mind) it had bene very eaſ 
tor him, ſo to haue transferred his mind tro 
theſe reprehenſions, that he might not fo 
much as haue heard them notwit ing. 
as he ſaid, tu t he intent that he migtu not 
deceaue his Superiours, aud that he * 
merit more grace in the ſight of God, he tor- 
bare todo it. ln the meane while , whilſt he 
openly ſuffered himſelte to be r ee, 
to his face, imagining that 1 red ſome 
aducriity according to the exãple ofChr 
he was eleuated with ioy, that it afforded yn. 
to him plentifull matter of meditation for a 
long time. | 


* 
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— of the Nomices miketh triall of bi 
vertne. For many rare vertu he is cbt 
boly by hi s follower, 7 


CHAP. VI. 
H = Mzäiſter of the Nouices, after that 


he obſerued him to be ſo conſiderate 
inallthinges,purpoſed vpon a certaine time 
to ſer vpon him at vnawares, to the intent 
that he might make triall of him. He com. 
maũdeth therfore the Preſect, that for ſome 
certainedays he ſhold be implo ed infwe- 
ping, 292009 ga preparing the refeory. 
And he giueth order to the prefect himſclte 
that by often blamiog, and carping at him, 
he ſhould daily exerciſe him. He, although 
he played this his parte, with all the e. 
xing diligence he could, notwithſtanding 
neuer could he driue «Aloyfrus , fo much a 
once to excuſe himſelfe, or ro giue any 1. 
ſon why he did fo : therfore ing ſtroken 
with admiration of ſo great mildneſſe & ps. 
tience, he ſcarcely belicued his owne cycs, 
There came vpon a certain time to rhe 
houſe of the Nouices te ſalute him, the Pa- 
triarch Gongags. He at his departure callin 
aſide the Retour , asketh of him, how «A+ 
loyſius demeaned himſelfe? Vnto whome he 
'anſwered, that this he could affirme of him, 
that there was no one in the houſe, vnto 
whome he might not ſcrue as a patterne. To 


No 


gonclude, from the very firſt monerhs of his 


Aly Case TL, 98; 
Nouiſhip, be was of fo compoſed & ſweet a 
behauiour, ſo ſparing of diet, ſo much giuen 
to faſting, ſo apte to ouercome with ſuch 
ſeuetity both his body and mind, eſpecially 
when it concerned the contemning of ho- 
nor, ſo diligently obſeruant of all the rules, 
were it in neuer ſo litle matters, ſo dc (piſing 
of himſelte, ſo aftable to all others, ſo much 
reuerencing his ſuperiouts, & lo obſequious 
to their commaund, ſo pious , and buraing 
with ſo much charity towards God, laſtly ſo 


M- : , 
me — in all the exact tu es of vertue, that 
. e was not only extolled in the mouthes of 


all the Nouiccs, as a bleiled Cittizen of hea- 


ry: 
75 uen, and for ſuch a one, with all obſeruance 
m, eſtee med in all aſſemblics, & hat ſocuer he 
gh Y fouched, or vſed, they would for piety-ſake 
+ & honour with kiſſes; bur cuen they that de- 
ng i #artcd out of the Nouiſbip, would 3 

ſeeke to obtaine thoſe thinges that he h 
either handled , or vſed, as the religues of 
en {ome extraordinary N man. I hcrtore the 
. litlc Booke , out of which in bis Fathers 
« & houſe, from whence he brought it, he was 
vont to recite his prayers,and laudes to the 
2 r about this time being 
4 for deuotion-ſake taken away, is to this day 
preſerued in Sicily. His Bremiary likewiſe of 
de Canonicall prayers, being in like manner 
nM Þ-0ght thither by him, is of a certaine preg. 
cher at this day held in the veneration of a 


relique; and was ſo held by others from that 
time to this very houre: ſo ſoone was his 2 
N 2 in- 
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— and excellency ot Vertue, found 
our 


Of the things done by him at Rome in the homſe of 
the Proſeſſed Fathers whilft be cittnncd there; 
his preparation to the C uc hariſt, and hn fe uſi- 
Me picty tow ards the ſame. 


CHAP. VII. 


H Nouices of the Society are wont at 

Rome after they hauing ſpent tuo mo- 
neths in the houſe at S. Andrews, and that ir 
1s I they are entered into a right 
courſe , nor alrogeather ſtrangers in Reh 
gious Inſtirutions , to beſtow ſome weekes 
or moneths in the houſe of the Profeſſed Fa- 
thers which is called that of Ixsvs. There, be- 
ing ſecluded from the reſt in a certayne part 
of the houſe, they aſſiſt at Maſſe, read at the 
table, and performe others offices, euen as 
they were wont to do in the Nouiſhip. Be- 
ſides him, u ho is choſen of their company, 
and called the Prefect, vpon whome by 
by the Rectour this charge is impoſed, to 
diſpoſe of the offices, that the pertor- 
med by them that are intereſſed in them, 
rightly , orderly,& ar thoſe certaync houres 
which it is meet ſhould be obſerued ; there 
isalſo a Gouernourouerx them, ſome Father 
that is both graue, and expert in matters of 
contemplation , who ſerueth for their Con- 
feffarizs , and Directour; and to conclude 
ſupplierh the place of the Maiſter of Nout- 
ces. Hither therfore was Alayſng ſent by the 


Ree 
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WK... he had ſpent about three mo- 
neths amongſt the Nouices. Which com- 
maund he ac d yer boy two 
cauſes, both which rence to piety. 
The one was that by the examples of the 
Fathers , who hauing ſpent almoſt all their 
life time in the goucrnement of diuers at- 
faires & buſine ſſes of Religion, do there vn. 
dergoe the offices, either of the Churehand 
Houſe, or do aſeiſt with their induſtry and 
counſel! the chiefe Gouernour of the 80. 
ciety(who keeperh his refidece there) in the 
" &mmon gouernment and are ot ſuch qua- 
liry, that Jooking into their liues, 284 mir. 
rour of religious yertue, be hoped much to 
aduantage himſelte rhereuntb.. The other 
was, that for fo much as he was very deyour 
to the moſt ſacred myſtery of the Euchariſt, 
which alwaycs cauſed , that im his Fathers 
houſe, he willingly ſerurd ar Maſſe, he did 
very wuch reioyce, that he was defigned by 
profe(sion to t hu office. Mrs 
But chat hc was in his mind deuoted 
much tot hat holy Sacranicar, it — 
dent to all that had any cunuerſat oa 
him, that when conſukation was had abaut 
making his picture, the deuice ot . 
that he ſhonld: be paynted adorin — a- 
cred Hoſt his knees. His wilſ vu in- 
flamed with the delightes, and ſoule-rani- 
ming fauours,wherewith he was repleniſhed 
in receauing thoſe ſacred myſteries. Neither 
ought thus to ſteme ſtrange vnto him, who 
8 N 3 conlie 
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confidererh his integrity ot mind, & the ex 
quiſite preparation which he was wont to 
make therunto. 2 .— his recea- 
uing of one of theſe bankets, he prepared his 
mind for the receauingof another. 

And beſides his other offices of piety, 
which he tooke time tor, he diſtributed cue. 
ry weeke in this maner: the three firſt dayes, 
to wit munday, tweſday, & wedneſday, he 
conſecrated to giuing t hankes to the three 
perſons of the moſt holy Trinity ſeuerally, 
for that laſt excellent benefit of the Eucha. 
riſt communicated vnto him. In like manner 
the three dayes following, thurſday, friday, 
and ſaturday, he beftowed vp on praying to 
thoſi three Perſons ſeuerally , that the 
would vouchlafe to inable him to come ſo 
— as was fitting to this heauenly ban» 

et the next ſunday following. Often euer 

weeke, at certaine ſet-houres he betooke 
himſelfe to the holy Church, or the Quire 
therof, and there adored the Bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, and ſpent ſometime in offering vp his 
— od. The day before he was to 
e made partaker therof, that only myſtery 
found him diſcourſe in all his ſpeach & con- 
uerſation , in which there clearely ſhone- 
forth, a certaine diuine and ardent pleaſure, 
wherewith his mind was in the meane while 
repleniſhed. T his when it was well perceaued 
by —— — _ _ their endea- 
uour,t hat vpon Saturday before, at thoſe 
bourcs that they had leaue to conterre,t 


might 


: 
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might — him e diſcourſes, in exqui- 
ſice and hidden ſentences vpon this inexpli- 
cable myſtery. And they ſaid that they neuer 
ſaid Mall: with more plentiful} picty, then 
ypon the Sunday following. — gry p"- 
Aloyſims his diſcoùrſes had moued , and ſer 
on tire their mindes. And this was a thing ſo 
ordinary, that as often as euen mY O-- 
ther da belides Sunday any one had a deſire 
with efficucy and inward guſt, either ro re. 
craue, or conſecrate the Bleſſed Enchariſt, 
the day before, he would apply himſelte.vn. 
to him, and of fer-purpoſe endeauour to 
fall into ſpeach of this matter. Vpon Sarur. 
day in the euening, being poſſeſſed with 
theſe cogitations Y berooke himſelfe to 
reſt, vpon Sunday berimes inthe morning ſo 
foone as he awaked, he reflected vpon the 
ſame, then a whole houre did he meditate of 
the admirable coniunction of the ſoule with 
God, which is accompliſhed in the Bleſſed 
Bucharift. This being done, he went to the 
holy Church,to heare Maſſe, at which he al- 
wayes kneeled immoueably vpon his knees. 

auing receaued the Euchariſt. he retired 
himſelſe into ſome corner, out of which you 
might ſee him ( after he had prayed longe 
time, being as it were alienated from his ſen. 
ſes ) with ſome difficulty raiſing himſolſe y.. 
pon his fret, with a feeble pacezto creepe out 
of the Church. But in the meane while he in- 
ioyed a cheerful hart, ful-fraughe with mo- 
tiues of diuine loue, 3 ce le ſtiall ſweerneſlſe; 
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The — 5 +2 Noone betakin 
bimſclte to holy filence , he eyther recit 
prayers to Almighty God, or quietly con- 
tẽpiated on him, or piouſly read ſomewhat 
committed to writiag eit her by S. Aageſliue, 
or . Bernard, - : 

For this reſpect therfore, he ioyfully went 
to the Houſe ot the Proteſſed Fathers , in 
which he foũd the diſcipline of the Novices 
to be cõmitted toHyeronimas Plates a man in 
vertue, and ſtudy ot Diuine things , & in the 
ſcience of all Chriſtian Philoſophy, lingular 
witneſle are his bookes , thena litle betore 
ſer forth, and alſo others like vnto them in 
argument, w hich for ſo muchas in teſpect 
of his vntimely death, he could not fhniſh,to 
the greatdetrument of Religions men, they 
neuet law the light. In theſe with an ad mira” 
ble methode & order he fer downe a courſe 

to abſtract the mind from the deceit- 
ull illuſions of fortune, how to tame & ma- 
derate a mans body; how to bridle all the 
motions of the mind, and ſet them in order; 
how to extirpate all vices and vicious habitsy 
how to get all vertues neceſſary for a Reli- 
gious man, both to goucrne himſelfe & con- 
uerſe with others: to conclude , how with 
rfeQ charity to ioyne himſelfe withGod. 
Having now finiſhed but two bookes, death 
bereauing vs of him forced bum to leaue his 
worke vnperfect. Therfore this Father, as 
being the moſt pious and prudent am 
the teſt, after he perceaucd rAloyins 1 


* 
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— to — charge, according un- 
to that opinion, which from the very ſirſt 
day of his acquaintance with him, he con- 
ceaned of him, be was very glad. Further. 
more , what from the very beginning, his 
iudgmet was of Aloyſins, is maniteſt by thoſe 
letters, which, with his on had be wrote 
conceraing thoſe thinges, that happened 
at the comming of «Aioyſus to the Society, 
to a young man of our Society , bo at that 
time ſtudied in the Colledge at Noplcs, Of 
which thinges, although betore there hath 
byn made mention, notwithſtanding to the 
intent that by the ceſtimony of lo worthy a 
Father they may be contrmed , it ſhall not 
be from our matrer, to ſet downe thoſe let. 
ters in this place url He vritech ther- 
fore atter this manner. 
The lettcrs of E. Hieronymus Platus, wherby is 
de Moyfins his voc ation to Religion, aud 
| bis vertmes. 
CHAP. VIII 


Moſt deare brother in Chriſt, The peace of 
Chriſt be with you. | 


BT aa . 


= 5 


* 


— — — 
— 


ftriomr man his kim 


201 The Life 


the eniten of Marra 


Te mots 


Manrua, to the 
he is very mar allied , and upon him as 
the eldeſt of that ftock,relied the next hope of 


ceſhion. But ſo ſoone as it pleaſed God to » — 
him to himſ.ife about ſome two are, ſince, when 
be linzd in the Court of Philip the Spaniſt King, 

he addifAcd bis mind vato the Fociety, 4inely 
man feſtea the ſame vnto his Father th: Marques, 

Who e lui wi fe remained in that ( ourt. He 
aſter many trials made of him, #t laft yielded bis 
conf: ut, and wot long ter retomrnng ont of 
Spayne, wrote to Scipio Gonzaga « moit Id. 
who at this day is Pa- 
triarch of Hicrufalem, that he would be pleaſed 
10 de ale withour P. Generall , and in his nome 
offer his ſonne vnto im. But for /o mach ar be wt 
the cldeft,as I ſatd before, upon Whome the inheri= 
Pance was todeſeend, it warrequiſite that ravidi- 


eally be rhowld with bis to his bro- 
ther: which wher as it comld not be done Without 
anthort the Emperonr, there paſted in the 
interim ſome cert ai ne moneths. Tet nenertheleſie 
— whole matter bet 2 when this good 
man we in ho to land at his Wi 

The , bis Pat 2 only obfacle, who 


either out of his v. hement loweroward bim or 


4 d in him, or ,ar he now 
to F. Generall, for that he thou bt his 


age ar yet varipe — 

matter, ſaſſered ev himſelfe to ray Fey o 
his going , and parpoſed to hane 
Jeares more. 6—— 


Alon Comag. CLI .. 204. 
ems and heated 222 
nan diſtoncred themſelmes. For althoagh be 
— — with 3 ic able —— 
not vithil : ſo infinite ayes to 

cite him, and S mind; and — could 
wt obtains at bis hands this h good, and inft 
w, | faite, verily be ſent unte F. Generall his moſt 
ſy ardent letters, wherby he beſbught his fanonr that 


„ be might come unto him without ener taking le aue 
7 of bis Father. Ihen the Gemerall denied this, th 
T matter Was deſcrred cen til this time, Bat nov, 


f by what art I know not trol y, haning doubticſſe 

C 4tlait obtained (canc,in Eccieſiailicad habit, ac- 
companied with about ſome t:n hor/t-men , he 
came to Rome. His arina was {0 palin, 
Wherſocmcr he made his tonrnics, and enen «t 
Rome thoſe few dayes , that he remained in the 
hon ſe of Scipio Gonzaga, it Was Ar bratcd 
abrode, that be came to enter into Society, that 
When aboxt the ſame time, he went to the Po 
Holineſſe that by bus benedifion he might be 
tified for the proſtemtion of his intended en 
priſe, his intention being woiſed t the 
(ort, he wasen with 4 ring of /ach kjud 
of perſons, who for /0 much as their chieſets cares 

and ambitions infinitely differed from his, c ame to 

£ axe vpon him liks ſome moniter. To conclade the 

next day after being munday, vhich ar I ge 

72 to — Cat 1 * — wt S. 

ewes, the ſame Patriarc 2 
him, who N that he might dine — 
Bat uo belicue me q#41ty are hit en- 


- — 


* * 
* 
6 
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do we nts, that — of birch Which of late 


you vnderfiood how lluttrions it war) u but the 
cane of al his graces. He it of fo excellent a wit, 
that although he hath not or y:t attained the 
erghirremth ye arc of his age, and hath bene ſo long 
Conn /ant in Princes Comrts, notWithit andi 
he is rarely-well read hoth in Logick and Nats- 
ral Philoſophy. But ſo pradent and conſider ate 
is he in al his ſpcaches,that (I ſpealy ſcrioaſiy he 
maktthus al aonished. Therof let thisone thing 
fern: you jor an argument, that the Marques by 
Father had no already madevſ: of him, in the 
bak uc r belong to his fan and in hs epeſtle 
— —— le — to — 8 
affirm: t that eth vponDim that thes 
Which be new:r had anything —— , or of more 


hope tt wny t'me But in good-ſadncfic all th:f. are 
r H of hit vert and ſanttity. For 
verily confeſeth that on? ſrom about the eight 
Jae of his age he bog an to ſe are Go, ſufficient 
proofes are , the wihoment motions of piety 
Whey with be 15 agitated. For in time of prayer be 
abend th with coutrnndll tr ares, and almoRt il 


yes he hath bis mindyecollctied and attcntinc, 


Which is both app arent bybis comntenance t& al- 
Io by his behantowr.' Thot that are of the ſan: 
boaſt with him declare, +hat he applicth bimſclfe 
to medit ation fourt or fiwe time in the day: and 
that he dothas often in the night , but they han 
#0 cerrnty What 

for that nov go, 
one to help him to bed , bat being abe wp mn his 
Chamber «cor deng 19 the proportion of bir ardomr 


Ha! 
dc 
th 
u 
4 
h 
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omeWbat too coole in his commedation. Now 


— Re. LI. 
and picty, he game hing Iſe oxer to the offices of 4 
ISI . 2. Bat lea —＋ Ads 
thinks me too apt to owplify theſe matters con 
ning him, let this Which | Shall tell you, i rns ſor 
al, which in, that with once oul y met ung With bum, 
he did ſo much oblige vuto lum Fa. Andreas Spi- 
nola, and woon him into fo great an admiration 
of :5 tow ardlinefic & vertas, that he diſcomrſing 
W1t'7 me 2 of him , thourht me ( h 
you ſee what c iſceme I makpof hw to han len 


landing one, and the ſeifs-ſantt 15 the opinion 
which F. Gencrall, aud vc all , who arc hgere ab 
Rome, Millan, or Mantua, (where he lizeu far 4 
cert auc time )do bowld of him. 
Sarely I am dombtfall , whether 1 gh, ſay 

that which remameth to be ſaid, Ic ail as it 

ya it may diminich your comfort. Nosu 
ſtanding to the intent, that I may excite you ta 
Fray for him, I will not concealc it. K nov t g 
that be neither wanteth natmrall , nor celcſtiall 
gifts, his health only d, which ir {0 we 
that exe bis very "eff trilgth cart late us. 
© Morcomer onc or two dayes before he cnervd inte 
the Society he began to hase ſome infirmity in lus 
breſt. He alledgeth this to bane bene the cauſe 
therof, wherby you 2 of u lone 
to picty. He ſayth that he had entertained this cw. 
flome that emery Friday he Wwomd lia With bread 
and water only, that wheras 2 ö 
fome cot mobs next friday le. and after that 
the me gorug tothe Pallace , 
tent that be might bane accrſe tothe —— 
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wefſe, whoſe ſecte according to cuſſ eme he c ame to 
hifſe , hawing coutinued tu. within three houres of 
ag falling, was cxcecdingly weaks ned. How ſoc- 
wer the matt. goth, if he be capaluc of any care, 
by commannd from Fa. Generall , * 
dulicent and careful proutdence ma , Shall 
be — et they mah go hand 
With it. And perhaps ( omg ſaid If) nay verily 
Withoat all doubt he bail recomcr better bein te- 
pered by the care fall moderation 7 the Society, 
then if he showla be exhauſted by that unbrideicd 
and headloug ind of jerwour, Therfore pray vnto 
God for hum, and mate no queſtion, bat i he ſpare 
him life , you chall ſee lum iu time to come flouris 
with admirable cxploytes both for the glory of C 
and renowne of the Socicty.c All theſe things ( al= 
thoa gh many | haue omitted that might hauc bene 
hol ome for exampis ) in ſuch ſort hauc | related 
to mary, that might communicate likgwiſe to 
you,this comfort which for the time bath bene tra- 
ly fo great unto vs all that there 15 iu 4 manner 
4 10 talks of any thing elſe: Nenertheleſſe vpon this 
| condition, that you re quite this toy Which I haue 
brought unto you with your prayers to God, that 
he mal me Worthy of the ſacred friendship, and 
Init ation of ſo many excellent men, as be vouch= 
ſuſeth daily to cali to this holy Society, that he 


mat it were with ſo many ic wels garnish the 

ſame. God blefſe yow. From Rome the third of the 

K alends of Nowember 1545. 

Your brother in Chriſt , and your ſeruant, 
| Hicronymas Plats . 

When this Father wrote theſc letters, he was 


- not 
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eAloyſuur Gonzaga. Lib. tr, t 
not & yer inwardly acquainred with him, 
yet cucry one vnderſtanderh with how mag- 
nificent __ he exrolleth him. Bur fo 

e began to rake his confeſſions, & 
to haue ſpeach with him of Diuine matters, 
& ot the inward inclinatios of his mind, he 
demaunded of him an account” of them all 
ſeuerally, which he committed ro writing,a 
is ſer do une in the beginning of this decke. 
And ſo much innocency, ſo much light in 
the knowledge of Diuine rhinges, fo much 
height of accopliſhed ſanctity did he find in 
this young man, that he reuerenced him like 
one ranked in the number of the happy 
Saints, and fo often as he makerh menrion 
of him, he doth always adorne him with the 
fame prayſes. But then eſpecially, hen dif- 
courting with a certaine Father of celeſtiall 
bcatitude, he affirmed that the inhabiranres 
pf Heauen, who are poſſeſt therot, do ſo far. 
fort haccommodate themſelues to the will 
of God, whome they know and be hould, 
that they do after a certaine manner paſſe 
into him, in ſuch ſort, as chat they ney her 
joue, nor will any thing but chat which God 
loucth and willethʒ he added t hat it ſcemed 
= him thar bevy ap _ — — le 

icrof in our Aloys, in whoſe m | 
when thoſe heauely Cittizens ſee God moſt 
pleaſingly to reſt;chey a ny this his 
diaine will and imploy themſeltes ſo whoty 
in adorning him with immortall endow- 
mont and guiftes, in ftoring him with me. 


Re 
ts, aud in patronizing hi 
mendations, that when I behould him o 


niſhed with all vertue, and ſplendouraboue 
the compaſſe ot nature, they ſee me vnto me 
eue by (trite to ouercome him with the pal. 
ling greatneſle of their benetiis. 

he ſame Fa. Platss, when vpon a certaine 
time he ijournyecd from Siens, and commen- 
ded the moſt excellent vertucs of this young 
man, he affirmed toa certaine Fat her, that it 
ſcemed e ynto him, that accarding to 
that rare ſanctity, v hich he ſaw ſbine in him, 
he did not worke many apparent miracles. 
I remeber that I haue heard Cardin Bellar. 
mine declare, that it cauſed admiration in 
kim, that ſo vnuſuall integrity of life, ſhould 
as yet (as far forth as was Knowne) want di- 
uinc miracles. 


1 The reft of his ales in the houſe of the profeſſed 
i Fathers: the cuſtody of his le f. obe ue. 


| CHAP. IX. 
| Lors1vs ſtayed longer in that houſo 
| then other Nouices are wont to do. 
| Euery morning by breake of day, bauing 
| ormed one houte in pious meditation, 
| betooke him to the ſacred Veſtry, ney- 
wauld be from thence ſtir one foote 


and celcſtiall ioy ,ſe hue ot 
Sa much commileration did he 
and chicfly of bw yu thes 

cemed 


2 with their com. 


graiious with God and his Saints, and reple- 


S ear rr gr FF 
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Abou einn 
ſeemed to 
that he ad moniſhed their Superiours, that 
they were but too neglectiue ot the heaſth, 
and t hat they ſerued too many Maſſes. The 
time which was berweene maſſe and maſſe, 
he ſpent litently,, (ſpeaking not ſo much as 
one word to any one) in ſome corner; ſome- 
times cloſel 1 or offering vp his 
ptayers to the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and o- 
ther ſometimes in reading ſacred bookes. 
He went vnto the Sacriſtane, if he were to be 
admonithed , or aduiſed about any thing, 
with his head bare, with his hãds toyned be- 
tore his breſt, & Randing in his preſence, he 
ſpake vato him with ſuch reucrence & fub- 


Lib. 77. 2069 
ſomewhat infirme of health, 


miſſion, chat he made him often ſomewhar 


euen out of countenance. He accepted his 
and his tellowes commaundes no leſſe pr6. 
ptly and carefully, then ifrhcey had bene gi- 
uen from Chriſt our Lord. 
Vpon Thurſday, in holy -weeke the $4 
criſtane gaue order ynto him, to take e 
of the tapers that were burning at the Se. 
pulcher of Chriſt. When he had long conti 
nued there, notwithſtanding he never (6 
much as once lifred vp his eyes, to behould 
the ornaments and furniture of that place 
which with- the comelineſſe ther had 
rawnc great a concourſe people ro 
view the ſame. Therfore his companion al. 
King him afterward how he liked the 
cher, he denied that euer he ſaw it. For it 
med to him a thing 3 * 
0 


— 


—_— 
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ſo much as the Secriftene had laid another 
on him. 

Moreouer, he exhibited ſo much reuertce 
and obſeruance towards a certaine Nouict, 
who had ſome (mall iuriſdiction giuen him 
ouer the reſt, that he could not euen honour 
Fa. General any more . For he aroſe to him 
when he paſſed by him, he put- of his hat, he 

him all kind of honour, vntill he, who 

r very ſhame could not tollerate fo much 
ſubiection towards him, complained tothe 
Superiors, who commaunded Aloyſius , to 
moderate his officiouſeneſſe, which he like» 
wiſe did. Neither is it any maruell that he ſo 

much honoured them, and was ſo obſeruant 
of their commaund , tor ſo much as he did 
not ſo much reſpect him that he obeycd, as 

im whoſe vice-gerent he was, & tooke the 
voyce of him that commaunded, for the 

voyce of God, not of Man. Which he ſaid 
that he did, not only for this reſpect, that he 
might merit more grace at s hand, but 
that it was euen as ſweet as hony to him, to 
thinke that Chriſt ſpake vnto him, and gaue 
him ſome occation to do him ſcruice. He ad- 
ded that he was better pleaſed to obey them 
who had a power inte riour and ſubordinate 
to their ſuperiours, then thoſe whoſe power 
was ſupreme and independent of any other; 
and this (as he ſaid not ſo much for the loue 
humility . as out of a certaine kind of 
gory- For if the matter be colidered accor- 
ding vnto humanc iudgment, ſurely a — 
wo 
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would hardly be brought, willingly to fi 
mit himſelte to the power of a man, eipe- 
cially if he had neither parity in birth, not 
in the guiftes cither of nature, og fortune: 
but that it is a thing the moſt glorious of all 
other, to ſubiect a mans ſelfe to God, or 
which is all one, to him that repreſenteth 
God. And that this doch more euiderly ap- 
peare, by bow much the leſſe part humane 
ſenſe hath in it, and by how much he that 
gouerneth hath fewer ornametrs, which may 
conuert and intice mens mindes vnto them. 
T he forc-noone houres * the 
Nouices that liue in that houſe, betake the- 
ſelues by turnes, ſome to read, one at the 
hirſt, another at the ſecond table; otherſonie 
to vndergoe the offices of the Kitchina, Whe 
it tell ro Aloyſins his lot, that he alſo ſhould 
apply himſelte to theſe (eruices , he be haued 
himielfe with like contentment in thoſe 
(though baſe ones ) as if he had bene bred 
vp in that place, or of ſuch a condition, as 
it the loue of thoſe imploy ments had bene 
by a certaine naturall inſtiact plauſible varo 
him. When he performed the part of Rea- 
der, he was conſiderate in reading, and vo- 
thing haſty. But once it happenned , that 
there was made, I know not what, noyſe in 
the Refectory whilſt he read ſothar he was 
not heard by others. That Nouice who was 
ſubſtituted ouer the reſt — 2 this 
occaſion, made vic of it to __-_ him, 
tor that by his default, * F and bro- 
4 
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thers at thafrablc Tre ler es of the fruit 
bfhis reading; and this ſpirituall domage 
"ar ſo, to the intent that he might trie him, 

e tearmed it) u ith many wordes he exagge- 
rated. Heere Aloyſius, ſuch was his patience 
would nothing excuſe himfelte , but craued 
Fardon, promiſed amends, and afterward, to 
the intent that he might redreſſe the ſpiri- 
tuall loſſe of that his fellow, he of purpoſe 
read ouer againe, that which he had read be- 
fore, 

F. Hieronymus Platus, who perceaued him 
to be ſo much giuen to prayer, and actions 
of the mind, to the intent that he might 
ſomewhat withdraw him from the ſame, cõ- 
maunded that after dinner and ſupper, he 
mould not only ſpend one houre, as he was 
wont, but that he ſhould moreouer for the 
— of halfe an houre, togeather with them 
that tooke their refection at the ſecond ta- 
ble, recreate his mind with diſcourſe. He al- 
Though he had taken his refection at the firſt 
table, fulſilled this cõmaund. But the Mini- 
fer being ignorant of this, finding him 2. 
mongſt them that recreated in the other cõ- 
Rage cõmaundeth him openly to acknow- 
iedge his fault in the refectory & to do pen- 
nance for breaking the rule of ſilẽce, beyod 
the appointed houre which next inſued the 
moms of his meale. He 8 that which 

$ vpon him way of - 
Rice making n excuſe, nor ſo — — 

s commaund giucn him 2 
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eAloyſuus Ca L Lib. u. 
his ſuperiour,and ſtraight- wa xcconlingts 
his ſuperiours firſt commaund he went for- 
ward, to make himſelfe partaker of this ſe- 
cond recreation. That be ing diſcouered, the 
— was — wich admiration; ang 
terward reitcrated his e, ney 
doth he withſtand, or alleage an — to 
= ay 5 After 2 F. E 1 
ing for him, admoniſheth him, that 
offended againſt his fellowes, for that bei 
but yet a Nouice , he had beene admoai 
ty iſe for one fault. Moreover he asked him, 
why he had not made knowne to the Mini- 
ſer, that he did it by leaue from his Supe» 
riour? He anſwered, that it came likewiſe 
into his mind, that peraducature his con- 
ccaling therof, might become an ill 
_ — LON he (yes i 1 
ſelte : loue might deceauc him, in f 
as an — rk lcaue and — 
his ſuperiour wherby he was free from that 
rule, that he perſeuered, paſling oucr the 
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ſocuer penalty, although vndeſeruedly ime 
poſed vpon him, either for any fault or ne- 
igence ofhis;which two were neuer, or ve. 
ry ſeldome found in him. Yea and very often 
it fel out, that for that which others had of. 
fended in, he being by ſome miſtake accu. 
fed, would eng y, and without makin 
any allegation for himſelfe, euen as it he 
bene culpable, ſuffer the pennance. But this 
did not long ye hid, for ſo much as they 
that were in fault, when they ſaw him do 
nance, with a kind offubiecting chem. 
elues, would make open profelsion of the 
fault committed 
The reſt of the day, he was wont to ac. 
eompany ſome one 4 the priſons or 
Hoſpitals, whither it is the cuſtome of the 
Prieſts of that houſe , that are imployed to 
that purpoſe,often cucry weeke to go; & in 
the meane tyme, whilſt the Prieſt beſtowed 
himſelfamogſt the priſoners or ſicke perſõs 
that made their — to him, he wold 
inſtruct the reſt, of the points of Chriſtian 
fayth,or of the manner of accompliſhingthe 
Sacrament of pennance. When he remayned 
at home, he buſied himſelfe in ſweeping of 
the houſe, and other ſuch like humble ſer- 
vices. When _ a time, togeather with his 
fellowes , he foulded vp certaine linnen in 
—— which — brought from the 
ngplace was dried there, it came into 
his mind, that he had read nothing that day 
in $ z as he was daily wont to do. 
There 
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Therfore after a litle while he had done that 
thing which he was about, he was defirous 
to ſatisfy his piety. And it was lawfull for 
him truly, as likewiſe for the orher Noui- 
ces, ſo ſoone as they had beſtowed ſometime 
vpon that kind of worke, without blame to 
depart. Bur he laid downe this deſire, after 
he had anſwered his cogitations in this man- 
ner: D.Bernardus fi m legeres, quid aliad te da- 
ceret quem obedienti ans? F ac igitar iam te legifſe, 
OT obedienti am adbibe.S.Beynard, if thou ſhol. 
deſt read him , what other thing would he 
teach thee, but obedience?Imagine therfore 
that thou hadſt already read him, & practiſe 
obedience. 

He did ſo carefully obey all the rules of 
how litle account ſocuer, that for no mans 
ſake of what dignity ſocuer he was, would 
he tranſgreſſe them. This red hen 
the moſt Illuſtrious ( Roborcu his 
kinſman, comming into the Veſtry of the 
Church, to ſee him, he 2 himſelfe, 
ſaid it was not in his power to ſpeake with 
him. With which excuſe he being very well 
pleaſed, would haue no ſpeach with him till 
ir was permitted by Fa. Genera. To con- 
clude ſo perfect was be inthe punctuall diſ- 
charge of his duty, of ſo vpright and hol- 
ſome an e to all, that all that were in 
that houſe lodged him in their boſoms, and 
reputed him for a very holy youg man. Ha. 
uing ſpent two moneths there, he is recalled 
70 * Andre've 
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Lors1vs en to the 
houſe of the Noviſbip which is at &. 
Andrews, and having very much profited in 
the courfe of vertue, by the excellent exam- 
les of the Fathers which he had ſcenc in the 
ouſe of the Profeſſed, firſt of all gaue ac- 
count to the Maiſter of che Nouices , of all 
thinges which had p aſſed inwardly in his 
mind, during the time ot his abſence, after, 
ward witha more terucat mind, and care 
then euer hertofore, he gaue himlſclte to the 
exerciſing of the Nouices functions. And ſo 
well and carctully did he pertorme cuety 
point of his duty, that not only others were 
able roconuince him ot any fault, but cuca 
he himſelfe truly, who was wont moſt dili. 
gently ro obſerue all his owne affaires, and 
mot only to ſift - out all his actions, but his 
cogitations themſelues, cold find nothing 
in himſclfe worthy of reprehenſion. That 
difcourred it ſelfe very plainely when vpo 
a time he propounded vnto 46: Maiſter of 
the Noujces a certaine ſcruple to be cleared, 
which did very mnch exerciſe him , decla- 
ring, that although he had imployed all the 
dil gener that he could, in the narrow ſearch 
or his mind, he could not find any thing in 
a the 


, 


eAloyſix Con, f LL. 1. | 
the Fer ght amount to A venialf 
finne, And that this was it, which did yery 
much af flict him ; for he feared leaſt this 
came to paſſe, out of the ſmall vnderſtadin 
that he fad of himſelte, and leaſt by this 
meanes, thoſe inward darke miſts ſhould o- 
ucrſhaddow His mind, which he had often 
heard of, and truly alſo read of, that 11 
expoſe him to very much danger. And by 
this, how great the purity of his mind was, 
may calily be gathered. To this, were a great 
help. the many endou mèts of his mind, ſome 
of which I purpoſe to declare in this place, 
feaſt it may feeme a thing incredible ( 
ſome, that he could poſſibly maintaine ſo 
great integrity & cleaneneſſe of conſcience, 
Firſt of all by daily induſtry, which from 
his very firſt childhood he had beſtowed, inf 
ſubduing the affections of his mind, & ther- 
by hauing gotten an habit, had now arrived 
to that perfection, that neither his mind ſre- 
med ta be diſturbed, nor moued with any 
ſenſe of mortall things, no not fo muchas 
with the firſt motions of any inordinate de- 
fires. Surely very many with whome he con. 
uerſed when he was in Religiò, haue teſtified 
vpon their oath, that they haue beene ſo far 
at any time from finding him in ay errour 
that might beare the ſhe of vena ge, 
that he neuer ſo much as diſcoueted an 
[caſt figne of a mind ſuddenly, of wi 
the diſcourſe of reaſon , ſtirted either 
anger, impatience, of any other | 
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ture. Which immunity from all inſolent af« 
fections, is ſo much the more to be wonde- 
red at, for that, as we ſaid in another place, it 
proceeded not from any dulneſſe of nature, 
as who, beſides that he was now in his youth 
& of a hoat ſanguine coplexion,was ofa ſub. 
tile and perſpicacious wit, aboue the capa. 
city of his age. Bur queſtionles this is robe 
aſcribed to the ſpeciall grace of God, & the 
habirs of excellent verrues, vnto which, per. 
petuall meditation, and exerciſe of bridling 
and reducing himſelfe ro the ſquare of res. 
ſon, and celeſtiall doctrine, had broghr him, 
This alſo may be added, that in all his actiòs 
he followed not his affection as a guide, 
which oftentimes precipitates ama beyond 
the bounds of reaſon, bur the light of a pro- 
uident mind. Thertore he ſaid, he that is go- 
uerned by his paſſions, is ſubict to many 
errours . 


Neither truly in the meetings, and com- 


pany of his fellowes, would he euer, for de- 
re of victory, deſcend into any vaine ſtrife 
of words, but bauing ingenuouſly dec 
what his opinion was, if there were any one 
that contradicted him, he reſiſted him not 
valeſſe ſometimes he thought good ro anſ= 
were ſomewhat, in a mild manner, with plau- 
ſible ſpeach, and a peaceable mind, for the 
r of truth: but if the other - 
ina contentious manner , he held his 
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3 he 15 moſt carefully reiect 

not only euery indifferent deſire, but which 
is more, euen euery good and holy one that 
might neuer ſo litſe diſturbe the calme, and 
quiet ſtate of his mind, and awake any fur 
perfluous cares. Wherfore his mind alwayes 
enioyed a certaine perpetuall reſt and tyane 
quility, which by continuall vſc he had now 
in a manner turned into nature, Further- 
more it was a helpe vnto him, then which 
none could be greater, fot ſo much as he did 
not only put before the eyes of his mind, 
Almighty God daily in all his actions (for 
hole lake there was nothing that he vn- 
dertook . in which he did not labour withall 
poſsible diligence) but alſo for that he was 
conſociated with him by perpetuall vic of 


prayer. 
Of his ſing nl ar hability in Prayer, and fan 
Pug 1 ee j 
CHAP. XI. 


N which prayer he placed ſo much indu- 
ſtry, as he repoſed therin all his hope of 
acquiring perfect ſanctity. He vas oſ opiniõ, 
that he, who was negligent in prayer and re- 
collection, could neuer obtaine os 
jute and continuall conqueſt ouer himſelle, 
nor aſpire toany higher degree of 
— elſe he dad fuficiently 
y his experience it ſe | 
make — Therfore thoſe impert 
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trobled & vnquiet motions , that irkeſome. 
neſſe of themſelues, he attributed to their 
neglect of the cuſtome of ſacred meditation 
prayer. This he {aid was a compendious 
and ready way to perfect vertue, and this he 
de lired to perſuade all vnto. For he made no 
doubt, but it any man had but once taſted 
the ſueetneſſe therot, he would neuer ſuffer 
himſcltc to be drawne from it againe. 

He did admircand commiſetate the ſloth 
of ſome men, v ho when being buſied in ne- 
ceſſary imploy ments, haue had by chaunce 
ſomerimes no lcaſure to meditate according 
to their holſome cuſtome, do by degrees 
take vpa habit of intermitting t his diuine 
exerciſe, euen when they do moſt abound 
with. time and 2 But he had ſo, 
with his whole attectio giuen himſelfe ther. 
vn to, that the lumme ot all his delight fee- 
med to be compriſed in that time which he 
applied to prayer, or meditation. And by 
thoſe thinges which he had found in him- 
ſclte by long vic, he gathered many very ex- 
cellentprecepts of the right courſe of medi- 
tation. on F. #e( whois 
now in the number of the Cardinals)when 
inthe Roman Colledge he explicated to di- 
uers ſt there, the Chapters of medi- 
— deſcribed in that little Booke of 
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txerciſes of the Society, hauing 
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He prepared his mind very diligerly, rea- 
ding fora quarter of an houre, or at the leaſt 
for halfe a quarter of an houre, cerraine 
pointes which the next day after he would 
meditate vpon. So ſoone as it was day in the 
morning, he did his endeauour, that he 
might be prepared for meditation, a litle be- 
fore they rung to the ———— therof. In 
which time, he laboured to compoſe his 
mind being recollected to a calmeneſſe, and 
to free it from all care, & hat ſoeuer other 
inordinate deſire. For he ſaid, that it could 
not poſſibly be, but that the mind ſhould be 
otherwiſe ſet on worke, and refuſe to im- 
print init ſelfe the jmage of God, vnto the 
ſimilitude wherof he ought moſt to con- 
forme him in meditation & contemplation, 
whilſt in the meane tyme it is inthrall 
with the ſolicitude, loue, or dere of any o- 
ther thing. I do remember that I haue heard 
him, when to that purpoſe he made vie of 
this ſimilitude: Ce 4s the water being w 
with the wind, doth either by reaſon that it is tro. 
bled, not che at all the thape of that man that 
ftgdeth by it: or if it le cicare it doth wot ew if 
the members conti use with the body, bat re pre- 
ſenteth them as it were ſeworally cot — 
di ſſeered. fo he ſaid that a mans mind, who in 
contemplation combateth with contrary H of 
pertarbations, oris termoiled with ſcion: au 
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The bell to N being rung, with u 
great reuerence as he potlib)y could, he tell 
vpon his knees in his poore oratory, & with 
2 reat induſtry of mind, lcaſt he ſhould be 
diſtracted with any other care did he watch 
ouer himſclte, that for this reſpect he would 
not ſo muchas giue way tothe neceſſity of 
ſpitting. He gauc himſelte wholy to the co. 
itation of thoſe things that he had propos 
ed to meditate ; and his vitall tpirits,togea- 
ther with his bloud reſorting vpward to- 
wards his higher parts, throgh the intenſiue 
working of his mind, ſo great a debiliry & 
cold ſurpriſed his neather limbs, that hus 
prayer being ended he was not able to ſtand 
vpon his fect, Often likewiſe it happeucd, 
that atter he aroſe trom the ſame, his mind 
being for ſometime alienated trom his ſen- 
ſes, he did not fo much as know the place 
that he ſtood in. Which then chie fly came to 
paſſe, u hen he conſidered in his mind thoſe 
attributes of God, as, his gooduoſſe, proui- 
dence, loue tou ards men, & principally the 
inſiniteneſſe of all theſe, for then was he tur- 
theſt abſtracted trom his ſenſes, In his prayer 
he had ſo great a guift of teares, and powred 
them out ſo largely, that it was neceflary his 
Superiours ſhould take ſome courſe to mo- 
deratet hem, for feare leaſt by their abun- 
dance his head and eyes might receaue ſome 
detriment. But by no remedy , could they 
euer preuaile. 
But that which is moſt admirable , of 
which 
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which others wh — his C 
ſions, & alſo Cardinal Bellermine is witneile, 
that his mynd was neuer wont to be any 
= * — fro — or ate prayer: 
which how great a guitt o it is, euery 
one may eaſily coniecture, by that which he 
himſelte experienceth in his owne prayers. 
This ſo certaine power of — mind 
vpon holy matters, he did not only obtaine 
by Gods fauour, but by this likewiſe, that 
by long meditation, and vſe he had made the 
force of his mind euen ſo prone & obedient 
vnto him, (herby he compre hended and 
painted liuely in his cogitation cuen thoſe 
tlunges that were a far of) as that there 
was nothing , but what was accommoda- 
ted to his purpoſe, that euer came into his 
mind. Andy n that cogitation which he 
had vndertaken, fo earneſtly in the time of 
his recreation, did he fixe his mind, that he 
neuer reflected vpon that which others ei- 
ther did or ſayd, and therupon he never in- 
curred any danger of diuerting his mind 
any thing whatiocuer. And although inthe 
houſe of the Nouices, and ina manner a 
cording to that example, in the Colledges, 
all the lodgings are peruſed, wherby it may 
be diſcoueted, whether all according to 
their appointed haures, be at their prayers 
or n0,notwithſtanding ſo long as he liued in 
Religion, he ncuer perceaued any one thar- 
came in this manner to behould him. Which 
u anotable igne truly, how tar at W 
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he was remote trom 1 how ats 
tentiue to his meduation. 

lx is decreed by a tule, that every one of 
the Society, both at the time of his firſt en- 
trance as a Novice, and all his life · time af. 
ter. euery ſixæt moneth to diſcloſe to his ſu- 
perio ur not only his finnes , but alſo the 
gitres , s, & vertues which he hath re- 

6 Almighty God, & roconclude all 
the ſecrets of his conſcience: which is to the 
intent that he, whoſe part it is to gouernc o- 
thers with his Counſell, hauing by this mca- 
nes an vnderſtanding ot all, may in a Fathcr - 

maner, reſtraine thoſe that pale the bou. 

es of moderation, may reſcew vawary per- 
tons from deccipts, hic h ina ſtricter cour ſe 
of lite do often tall ours ſinally that he may 
prepare a way, to go forward in a perfect 
courſe of lite, to all that ate committed to 
his charge. And this was that, herby many 
of B.« Aloyſrxs his vertucs weee laid open. For 
ourofadchre to obey this rule, & to dire 
himſelſe according to that preſcript of his 
ſuperiouts, he did with great cand our & ſin- 
errity detect vnto them, and thoſe his Fa- 
thers of a better life, hou Cod be haued him- 
lte in lus hart. That muſt be very diligently 
obſcrued , leaſt it may ſceme ftrange vnto 
any one, that he declared very many of his 
vertues. For his defare of obeying his ſu pe- 
fiours and this rule, brought him vato this, 
being accuſtomed otherwiſe to ſpeake very 
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not without forme violence el 


EEE 


is Nouiſhip wa 
ing to the manner of the Prieſts , he be. 
— in his Matt ines at the leaſt a whok 


ure. 
As for that which h to the mat. 
ter ot meditation, he did very much inſiſt v. 
n the conſideration of the torments, and 
itter paſſion of Chriſt our Lord . and res- 
ped therby diuine conſolations. The memo. 
ry therot he daily renewed; by pronouncitg 
at noone a certaine briefe Ant- hy mne & b 
thinking ypon Chriſt crucified. Which he 
performed with ſo cleare ſenſe of piety, and 
attention of mind, that he ſaid, he daily had 
before his eyes manitefily , the ſanctity of 
that time;which vpon ood Friday in holy« 
weeke is folemnized. How much Warte a 
celeſtiall ſolace he reaped by medii ating on 
the ſacred Euchariſt , hath bene ſpoken of 
heretofore. He worſhipped with a certaine 
bngular obſeruance, and gladly meditated 
vpon, the holy Angels and eſpecially his An- 
IL guardian; At which time how notable 
entences Almighty God ſuggeſted to his 
mind of thoſe incorporeall ipirits, witneſlerh 
chat his no leſſe long then elegant medita» 
tion of the Angells,which F.Uincentins Brune 
hath xeduced into the ſecond part of his me- 
ditations,and Doctour 1 Uforeiiu 
hath —— cited in his learned 
booke, Of the Cuſtody of Angels. Which 
truly ,wholy a the words as ſentences, 
is B. Aloyſiwr his otſpring. For Father Vineca- 
#187 
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tim himſelte dec'ared that he, for ſo 8 
he was not ignorant, that «Al bare a 
particular deuotion to the hol lls,co. 
deauoured ypon ſet purpoſe, that he ſhould 
ſet done in writing what his opinion was 
of them. There is vader my cuſtody a cer- 
taine ſheer of , written by B.« Al 

his owne hand, which of late I found amogſt 
others, in which diſtinctly he noteth theſe 
things of the Angells. 

Certaine offices of piety towards the «Angells 

I Ales be for d amongſt the mt 

nc c to be ſorte the nine 

— — ly praying vnto God, and 

nring that Hymne: Holy God, Holy and 

owertull Holy and Immortall haue mercy 
vpon vs: which Hymrne morcoucy you chal nine= 
timer 1177 ate, and woyne your prayers with theirg. 

To your Angeli-hgeper you nhl _ three 
tymes in the day commend your ſelſe- 
and Encning reciting this prayer, acle Det. 
Kc. and the mid-tyme of the day when you 
beraks your elfe to the holy Chairch , to offer up 
your prayers before the Altar. 

Per ſnade feife that ought in-Be 
ſame fort to — of your Angell, 4s 
ſome blind m an who bet —— of — 75 
rence of vet, confideth in mes 0 
— him that le adeth him by bis n Theſe 
were the very wordes of himſelfe. 

To conclude, it ſeemeth a CCS 
be very truly confirmed. That his Religious 
life was no atherwiſe , then a certame per- 
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perual! practice of — by reaſon of 
the vie of ſo _ - rr prayer, and abſtra- 
ding of his mind from his ſenſes, he had ob- 
tained ſuch a kind of ha bit, that her ſoeuet 
he va, har thing focuer he did, his mind 
wis rather vpon thoſe thing which he con. 
ceaved only u ith his vnderſtanding. then v. 
pon thofe , that he apprehended with his 

nſes, 


What ſhall I ſay? he was now come vnto 
that ſtare, that he ſcarcely made vie of his 
ſenſes themſclues, as of his cycs for ſeein 
or of his cares for hearings fo wholy had 
turned himfelfe trom them to the inward 

ty, In theſe only he repoſed, theſe were 
To delightes,From theſe if the reſpeet ot any 
profir did withdraw him, although be put in 
execution all things which the matter requi- 
red, norwirhſtanding he was as much tro- 
bled in mind, as if ſome one of his limmes 
had bene ont of ioynt. Wherfore nothing 
was more eafie vnto him, then to be all rhe 
day, with his cogitation fixed vpor 
hough it were cuen in the middeſt of bodi- 
7 ions, to haue his mind recolle. 
ted and to hould it till eo one & the ſelſe, 
fame obiect, nothing more difficult then ww 
diftracr it. Verily be himſtite onee contelles, 
that bow much difficulty ethers have ( 
they themſelues ſay) to xe their minds vw 
po God, be had no leiſe in reca lling it 
From God. For ſb long a» be endeauqured 
to countermaund hi; ing won 
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he combarted with vehement force, 
that he was necellitdted to-wraſtle with 
ſeſto. With which violent & impetuous con. 
lict, he more impaired his health, then with 
his daily contideration it ſelfe of God. In 
the day time, though he was neucr ſo much 
intangled in bulinetſe, God ncuer abſtained 
from repleniſhing his hart with very plenri. 
fu delectarions, and thoſe truly not ſhort, 
but ſuch as continued ſomerimes more rhen 
an houre. Which verily did ſo fully poſſeſſe 
his wind, that redounding into his body, 
did cnkindle it with a certaine celeſtiall ar. 
dour, which did ſufficiently diſcouer it (elfe 
by the very tedneſſe of his countenatices 
And ſometimes his hart, being ' ſurpriſed 
with that ioy, did with ſo thick and 
2 mot ion pant, & Appeare ſo plaincly t 
his breſt, that you would ſay it would eucn 
leap forth. | 
Theſe ſo many „ which 
his mind was nouriſhed, fo bereſt him 
ot all care of his body, that he began 
day more and more to be weakened and wa. 
ſted,and the griefe ot his head which ſhould 
haue bene mitigared , grew greatet. When 
therfore his ſuper iour that had the gouer- 
ne ment of him, obſer ued that ir could not 
be, that in fo much vehement labour 
mind , he couſd loug continue with lite, of. 
| his health being herrofore 2 
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> Ul all other ſcuere puniſhments; 
mozcouer- they — 570 time of his 
Norge and contracced that of his prayer, ta- 
king firſt away halfe an houre, & afterward 
alſo the whole hourec 1 like 
manner the frequent cuſtome of thoſe his 
ſhort prayers which he was wont to vſe in 
the diſpatch of his buſincſles ; and to con- 
clude denouncing vnto him, that how much 
leſſe time he ſpent in prayer, ſo much the 
nearer ſhould he come to the will of his Su- 
petiours. Beſides this, to the intent, that he 
might be the further ſequeſtred from his 
mentall meditations, they endeauoured to 
detaine him in diuers manuall wor kes, and 
Anally — 4 by frequent admonitios, 
to perſuade him,that how much the more 
diligently for his hcalths fake, he tempered 
himielte, ſo much the more he added to 
Gods glory. 

Neyt her was there any great difficulty, to 
induce him to be of this mind , and to frame 
him after their owne wills, as who was mot 
obedient & ready vnto all things. This that 
he might clearly make ſhew of, this chaunce 
happened. A certaync Father had brought 

m into hope, that he would obtaine tor 
him of Fa. Generall, that he. might dayly 

one houre in meditation, which as 1 
yd, was forbidden him by the Mayſter of 
the Nouices. He when he perceaued him to 
be ſomewhat too deſirous of thi leauc, and 
frared leaſt that being not obtayncd , he 

youlg 


would be much rroubled , ſuppoſing — 
this too much vehemency of mynd, was 
poſite both to that moderation and equality 
of diſpoſition, which ſubſects ought to haue 
' towards their ſuperiour, as alſo to that com- 
maund which was impoſed vpon him; ſe. 
riouſly did his endeauour, to worke him o 
from that concelt , & reduce him to his for- 
mer tranquillity and indifferency. That one 
thing moſt gauled him, that he did not ſuf. 
hciently perceaue, how it right be in his 
power to performe the commaund of his ſu- 
periour. for Although he labourcd , to di. 
uert his mynd from the cogitation ofdiuine 
matters, notwithſtanding by ſtealt h, and at 
vnawares, it reſorted to them agayne, and 
was abſorpt. For cucn as 4 ſtone * 
ſeekerh to the midle of the earthly globe, ſo 
he as if by a certayne naturall inſtinct he had 
reſted only in Gad, being vioknrly rent fro 
him, was thit her agayne ſnatched, as it were 
to his proper center. Therfore von a Ty 
being perplexed in mynd that he could not 
be obedient to the will of his ſuperiours, he 
ſaid, to a certaisePrieſt, that he was ſomy hat 
tamiltar wit hall: Verily I do not know, what [ 
thould do: Father Re four forbiddeth me to attend 
to prayer, leaft by owermuch buſyrug my mind [ 
;howld hart ny head : but * more griewonfly 
Wearied and vexed, with rec 2 1 24 
tf God , che hr anour date 
|y to thinks vpon him. Which truly by vſt is a1 is | * 
wore connerted to nature , neither @ it nov any + 
we P 4 4. 


hr rand Kernel et acc .Notwithfiane 
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Hing I will vine at well as to compi 
tha which „ieee 
So ſoone as be ſaw that all kind of prayer 


was forbidden him, in exchange therot , be 


would often aſcend into the ire of the 
hurch to adore the Bleſſ. Euchariſt, There 
ſoone as he had but fallen K. his knees 
he would ſtraight way xiſe alt by ſome 
cagention he might be abſtracted from his. 
ſenſes, or reflect aduiſedly ypon God, he 
would ſpeedily conucy hiqſelt from thence. 
But this diligence little ayailed him, For 
how much the more out of his louc of obe- 
dence he laboured to fly, ſo much the more 
carneſtly did God purkuc him, and intereſt 
kim in Nie & en bis bare with alt ele. 
ſtiall iltuminations and delicacies. W lach he 
Ferecauing leaſt he Gould vialate the com- 
maunds of his Superiour, would actually 
refuſe, and with à ſubmille mind ſpeak ing 
vnto God, would lay Feed 4 me. Demine,, 
recede a me; Degart from me ſwect Lord, de- 
art from me, ue it was no ſmall Bus- 
neſſe for him, to turue lyscagporall, ſenſas 
to the petformigg of their —— For o 


ſoone as his mind was once tagt with Cd, 


he neither had vic of eyes. got carcs, 
In this ſanctimo And he ot vettue, 
he conuerſed tuen till t of Od ber 


ofthe yeare15$6. in che h 
ces at n p 


2 mind, 


pig Neale. 
; | > ©© the great admmitan 
vign of thok Ft bop reo ye | 
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to the greate fruuc and -odffice»' 
tion of his equals ; who to the intent thas 
they might: better themſalues daily by his 
communication and enample, did with yrcat 
complacency thirſt attex his company. 


Ofthe notable Santlinyef thet Made, ene 
———— —— 
«ad ſertowfy ronnate . 

CHAP. XII. 


T what time B made his No- 
uiſhip at Rome in the of che No- 
niecs at Saint Aue bes, in Monte-Cauallo, 
there gouerned that Mouſe „and cxcxci. 
ſed the Nouices; R Ide, Pim of 
Nanara, a man of admirable ſanctity, & pia 
ced in an excellent de of Chriſtian P 
/oopby; of. which his jo: many (chollers, and 
children im @ more —— — being ſo 
rarely vertupus and go ry 10 
— ſo great a maiſter for 27 „ 
do yield mottcertaine teſtimony. This di- 
uincly -happy man was in the mo of 
his body wid daily abRinences, 
— amd dileiplincs, to. 
gether with continuall warchings very rigo- 
rous. Uhiabalhougt©? lid endeauo us to 
do t as | 


from {l 1 — 


„„ 
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ſate, ſtood, or went, in ſuch ſort did he e- 
commodare his apparrell,counreaance, and 
his whole exteriour habit, that he appcared 
a notable ſpectacle of modeſty. His counte. 
nance was alwayes cheerfully ſerene : his 
mouth was compoſed ro a moderate & plea- 
ſing ſmyle, which was able to mollity what- 
ſocuer behoulders troubled mind. He was 
neuer ſeene to alter his colour vpon any ac- 
cident were it joytull or ſiniſter, neuer to la 

a ſide the tranquility of his aſpect, neuer ei- 
ther deiected with griefe, or to much elate 
with vaine mirth. He alwayes kept one and 
the ſelte ſame tenour,as an index of his ſub. 
| dued affections, & of that inward peaceable 


ns OI we”: —_—  * T_T. z 


oath 


calmeneſle , which he perpetually enfoycd; 

wherupon he ncuer diſcoucred jo much as 

the leaſt ſigne ot an impatict or angry mind. 

He — himſelte more deſpicable then 

all the world beſides, he had a very humble 

conceit of himſclte, whatſocuer he did he 
repured himſclte vile. 

| t is an incredible thing to declare what 

| an inflamed affection he had to prayer. And 

how much by the benefit of God, he pre- 

| uayled therin , this may ſerue fora teſtimo- 

| mY » that ſomety mes in the night, when o- 

thers tooke their reſt, he was found in the 

— of exhortation ſeriouſly praying, whe 

y diuine power eleuated rhe height of 

fome Il from the ground, he hung 

ain — 2 This did that Father who ſuc- 

cceded him in that office teſtify vnto me, & 

it 


at 


yi as ws tas toc. #9 wc. +» 4+ 
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it vas committed to print in the letters of 
the Socicry of the yeare 1591. in which, where 
there is diſcourſe of the Colledge at Naples, 
there are celebrated many of this mans ver- 
tucs. 

He obſerued very carefully the precepts 
of a Religious life which are ſet downe by 
S.Beſil. He was fo far in loue with the Colla- 
tions of Joanncs (a/tianas the Abbot, that 
he had them almoſt all without booke. Bur 
withall his mind he endeauoured to proſe- 
cute in his actions thole precepts which he 
ſaw giuen by thoſe ancient Fathers remar- 
kable for ſanity. 

It is ſcarce credible, how conſiderate and 
ſparing he was in his words. Thertore there 
was neuer any word of his, hurtfull to 
one, nor otherwiſe then exemplar vnto all. 
There was ng man of a more {weet conuer- 
lation; his diſcourſe he ſeaſoned with witt 
and plcaſant conceits, keeping himſelfe with 
ina Religious moderation,tor which he was 
meruclouſly beloucd of all. Towards the 
poore that liue by begging, & chicfly thoſe 
that are reſirained by mctaſtneſſe , he was 
ſo mercifull, that to cloath them, he is read 
to haue taken off hus owne garments, Now 
in the goucrnement of thoſe that were ſub- 
icct to him, facility tempered ſcuerity ; and 
with admirable art, to grauity hc ioyned af- 
fability, and the contempt, of honour, 80 
he became venerable vnto all,trobleſame to 
uonc. He byzacd with charity cowardsall. 
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But of the Noutces, ſuch was his cate and ſa 
kicirudr, that he may well be reputed to th 
all a Faber, a Mother, & « Nurfe. He would 
for a Tire while diſſemble their fav irs, til he 
had coformed their minds according torhis 
owne deſire. For no vice, or offence would 
he ſeeme auſtere to any one: he would ne. 
ver diſcoucr an offended or incenſed mind, 
nor any change of his former opinion ofthe 
guilty perſon, nor any reſeruation of a fe. 
uere, and ſecret tdgment of mind againſt 
him. But rather admoniſi them ſweetly with 
ſome excellent rokes of beneuolence, ſome. 
time with ſome pretty ſmile , which mi 
ſerue as 21lon--figtie, to tt eſpe their baſhful. 
neſſe, and to giue them to vnderſtand that 
their errour did nor ſeeme fo hainous in his 
fight. More duer he would encourage them, 
comfort them, diſmiſſe no man from him 
but ſweerncd with ſome pleaſant ſpeach, or 
ſtirred yp with ſome exhortation. He would 
with ſuch charitable Facility apply himſelſe 
to ſo many diners diſpoſitions, that well 
mighi that ſaying befit him: Om owns 
faftns vt emer (brifte tnerifaciam : Tam 
become all things to all, that I may gaine all 
to Chriſt. Fot having ſuficiently expexien- 
cd, chat it is a thing prepoſterons to draw 
all by one way, be pointed out vnto euery 
one which way he -- tne Ard + 
vertue, a might beſt with his health & 
He would not auc his Nouiees be 2 
On- 
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u ſohcitous to caſi themſe lues into an affected 
hs | compolition, either of counte or bo. 
id # dy,vhich ſhortly after their * 
he | were ta put off againe; bur he procur 


1 they ſhould put on that Kind of mode 
10 which the — willin of on many e 


e. courſe at their 15 in Religion. 
F that they ſhould la bs the theo hn 
* ſolid vertues, and of themſelues. 


He delured chat Nane ould reycronce 
c and thinke as truth required , of thoſe that 
b were now cheix ancients in religion, as veing 
. wont to lay, that there was as much 
rence berweene Nouices, & thoſe 2 
in Colledges did apply ply themſclues to 4 
PTA betweene thole that learne thats fcft 
0. and thoſe that haue artiued to the 
bana Phuloſophy. 
I hauc” becac very, well ac acquainted wich 


ny GPL — und a f all oft — 


uiſhip vnder him. v h a 
10 haue 4 great of his ſanctity . 
8 Ta: — ſe 


their iud gments 
his manacs of gouernment. Ver uy on 
cuery dne be was — Fa hey 
cill,20d(which is m9 2 5 2 
badled phe mattet e th them 
x that cuery one of them thong ughe rhe 
{clucs to be only & inticely belou 
*! NA any ONS 
ther more med, ar more v 
— Wbarfore he was exceed 


y de 
d ο gd ac — 


. of The Lyfe) 
all in 

delinered the courſe of a Religious li 

his Nouices rather by his example, then ei- 
ther by his words, or exhortation. For no- 
thing did he inioyne others which he did 
not firſt fulfill himſelfe, neither did he euer 
commit, that by any one he might be noted, 
to haue declined from any manner of duty, 
how little ſoeuer it was. 


Many things ſom:-what miraculous are 


both ſpoken and written of him. As namely 
that with his only aſpe he pur forth a fire, 
in the quenching wherof many men had 
loſt both much labour and watcr. Thathe 
had a Diuine inſtinct, in be hoſd ing the fates 
of his ſubiects that were abſent, and pene- 
trat ing into the ſecrets of their harts, and 
their ward cogitatiens. Of which matter 
many exaples that fel out at Rome & Napter, 
are by very graue Fathers recounted at this 


day. 

1 hath be ne now reported from the yeare 
1532. that the houſe of the Nouices being 
once very much diſtreſſed for want of dau- 
3 he retired into his chamber, be- 
dught Almighty God to eaſe the ſame, and 
that there came vnto his doore an Angell in 
the habit ofa young man, and when hauing 
ſent for the Father he had deliuered into his 
hands a certaine ſumme of money, which 
might relieue their preſent , that he 
ſuddenly vaniſhed our of their N he. For 
reſpe@ of theſe things he was of all held 

in 


what ſdeuer their — — 
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bis departure out * lite, he 
ued his facred viatran; he — to 
aboliſh out of the minds of thoſe that were 
preſent, this opinion, N ho in that his laſt paſ- 
lage had an attentiue eye vpõ all his 2 
and doings, home they reputed to 


the number ofthe Saints. Bur haw much the 


more he endeauoured to cõceale the excel. 
lency of his vertue, by ſo much the more 
did his ſingular modeſty and contempt of 
glory, by the ſhewing of ſo remarkable an 
Nample, in his very laſt farewell n to 
2 , and entrance into Heauen, diſcouer it 
el 

This Father ſo deere to God, with 
2 principal! reverence and loue © ferued, 
not only becauſe he was his Superiour, for 
which reſpect he held him as the Vicar of 
God, but al ſo for ſo much, as he ſaw him a« 
doraed with vertues, perfect & accompliſhe 
with all the exact rules — religion, and loo 
king into his life as into a mirrour, he rooke 
2 patterne therby. Therfore curiouſly did 
he note all his words and deeds, and detirous 
to be corrected and inſtructed by him, he 
communicated with him all the inward ſtare 


of his mind. it was very plcaſing in like 
manner to this Father to conuerſe fa- 
miliarly with «, whoſe mindhe 7 — 
ecaued to be ſingu 


poſed to receauc the a ie 


= Vith the ſome nie 5 
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no ? vato home A. without any fur- 
ther vpon t& 
— — very 
the time — 
I from . N 
that three N 


inhrme — — — ſhould takealog | 
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willingly accompany the Father, might im- 
ply ſome certaine determinatiõ of the mat 
terifor ſaid he, Oportebat reſpondere in Prefidands 
| ff poteſtate ſctarum , neque udem 06 melinantiy, 
ant abhorrent(s animi dare. Lough to 
haue anſwered, that it ſhold be in the power 
of my $uperiours,and not to haue giuen any 
ligne of a mind; either incliniag or repug- 
nant therunto: Akhough F.Generdll was mo- 
ued not fo much with his ſpeach, as with 
reſpect of his health which he ſaw ſo euill 
diſpoſed. Wherfore it ſee med good to A. 
loyus, not only for euer after that, not to 
ſhew any propenſion to one part or other, 
but allo to procure that others ſhould not 
attirme hum to will, or not will any thin 
but with a mind equalſ to all things to de 
pend ypon his Saperiours authority, Like. 
wiſe makin to many, the icruple 
which came his mind, he aſſured them 
that it was very trobleſome vnto him, to do 
any thing according to his one will. But 
lo ſoone as the iourny was manifeſtly des 
creed, being queſtionleſſe voy yo of 
3 of - — 
16 er grats fatwrum,qns? . bl 
diflis as fattis rationem diſtere perewperes , 
hominis Socictatis iter inflituendanm ofſ:t: t 
this tourny was gratefull vnto him, for that 
he d much our of F. Piu: 
word s &deeds to lcarne « courſe how men 


of the Sociery order their iourny. 
They df rom Row the —_—_ 
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ot Oc ober of the {ame yeare. After they 
were come ſo far, as that they were lookng 
the tight ot Rome, Aloyſius turning towards 
that Citty, with ſingular loue & ſenſe of pie- 
ty recited that Aut- „Petrat Apoſtolus &5 
aulus Doctor gents c. &the prayer of thoſe 
two Apoſtles, Deus cus dextera c. F. Piſta- 
tor for ſo mach as he vomited bloud, was 
according to the aduiſe of Phiſitians carried 
in a litter. And wheras of thoſe three Noui- 
ces one of them was ordained to accompany 
him, the other two to ride togeather - 
fius as far forth as he might, contriued that 
he might be that his companion inthe Lit- 
ter, preferring the fruite of continuall and 
— pleaſing conuerſation with his Maiſter 
of a religious life, before the comply ing 
with them. But the others, for that they 
iudged this recreation to be requiſite for 
him, as being ſomewhat more infirme in 
health, ſuffercd him to enter into the Lit- 
ter. Vet he in that commodity, found out 
a meanes to diſaccommodate himſelfe. Fot 
hauing wrapped vp his gow ne as round asa 
ball, and fitting vpon it, he was carried no 
leſſe vneaſily in the litter, then if he had bene 
vpon horſe backe. 
He paſſed all this iourny in reciting, to- 
geather with this Father, the Canonicall 
prayers, and in long diſcourſes of Diuine 
matters. In which he asked many que« 
ſuons of him, and endeauoured to ſtore his 
mind with yery many precepts of pious li- 


ung, 
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t 
ignorant that —— ſeed into a — 
ground, very wilhiagly enlarged himfelt vn- 
to lum, and defiuered the myſtcries ; and 
vic of that ce lettiall Philoſopby;which he had 
attained vnto im ſo many yeares whillt he in» 
ſtructed Nouices. In the Innes ir was his 
hole practiſe, to yield to his fellowes all 
things that were moſt commodious, v ith ins 
credible loue and obſeruance towards them 
and to take vnto himſelte the worſt of cuery 
thing., Hauing: finiſhed this iourney, be 
allured his fellowes, that by conuerting fa- 
miliatly, and maintayning long diſcourſes 
with that Father, and obſeruing all his acti - 
ons and manners in conuerſing with ſecular 
men, he had profired more in thoſe few daies 
then by living many moneths in the houſe 
ot the Nouices , 

They arriued at _ on the Kalends of 
Nouember . At which tyme, when by the 
Maiſters of the Colledg,there was renouati@ 
made of the ſtudyes of learning , it ſeemed 
yoodro the Superiours , that Aloyſius , who. 
as we haue {aid before had learned the one 
part of his philoſophy , before he gaue ouer 
the world, ſhould now ftudy the later 2s 
therof which remained: and he with all his 
hart betooke himſelte to this that was com. 
maũded him. The Father who at that ty me 
gouerned the colledge being accuſtomed to 
Handle himſe lie ſharpe ly and aa 
«oy Q 2 oone 


le 


, prudence — of his owne con- 
tempt, and obedience of his Supe riours, and 
finally of all ſanctimony. Ney ther did an 
one make any mention of him, but with 
a diſcouery of the eſtimation of his vertue. 
Verily his Maiſter in Philoſophy, wht he had 
notice of his actes lately pertormed in the 
Diocefe of Naples, gaue his teſtimony ot him 
in theſe words. 

eAloyſins Was © man very well knowwee vn 
me being one that ſeemed to contemne,, (5 thinks 
very ſubwiſtyof imſelfe: To gime place vnto all, 
— ocraſion were it nemer ſo little, wherby 

wight tolerate any affront another mas. 
To be 1nevedibly — — ve- 
>y mach imployed in offices of piety, im his prayers, 
and in familiarity with God. Mott obſerwant of 
dhe rules of Religion: no man more afſeGed to the 
of confeience.T here was added to the prat 


his pare liſe a tharpe, and gencrour wit , but 
5 
on of others 
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— of his —— coarſe, — 
= #nance , onde Ce bs 
him ; andin « — ſe which. he 
bed tb edu we yon — 
ww Cap Theſe are 
— rrp May 7 Sora others; 
that very tyme lived in the lame Collec 
do teſtify by other writings, that he as 
per, 255 hat he could not to be 
that ho often applycd kimſolia — the 
lat y of che houte-hold ſtruants : and chat 
he did his vtmoſt cndeauour. as — 
a is to diſlembl / and hid the {| 
ot his Deren. I borefore when newes:was 
brought, that Cesz g- the Patriarch, ws 
made Cardinall he feemed na mD ieder 
moued, 3 had nothing concerned 
him / you n it is ſutſiciamuly 
— that aboue all his — — 
beloued of , — 
to ee an openinghim 
Reli work 


ed Aloyfas/im chat 
ofrhs bon EI as dried 
nes ym a chamber = 
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q be Life of Bleed” * 
> 2 — man chambers 
Fellowes, to the inter thas might teape 
Profit by the excellent examplic ot his ver. 
aves; but for fo much asarithe night be was 
-oucrwearytd with watching, it was * — 
that he ſbold recompence t hat which he loſt 
in the nighe wich his morning-fleepe. And 
8 companions, who were to riſe 
e day „were an impediment that he 
could not ſo much as then take lus reſt. By 
which ; when his Superiours perceaued hu 
health to be impayred, they were wilhng 
—— ſholdibe placed in a chamber alone 
kimſelfo. bere they thaught he mi 
commodioily repoſe in quiet. Bug 
ie uns under a great chamber, throgh 
which there n= a p e to diuers lod ging 
chambers gin ſo much as this which A, 
lain, did almoſt alway es reſound wuhtbe 
#0x1c, one awhile of one, an other hile of 
another; that went to and fro, and was 
.pvuch lecke fi for that which was deſired, thẽ 
the ↄthet was before · Having diſcouared 
this thing, he rendred thankes to God and 
wid in ſuch ſont accept this dcxaſion of ſuſte- 
—— „that he accounted it as 


fit. 4 AT 
And that itought ſo to be ac 
manifeſt , for that all- 
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tod, is euen thereby 

though the Superiours did with all vigilact 

dare cheriſh-him , yet nogwidhſtanding very 

many things ſome di rue, not without 

adarration,which truly were not — 
mi 
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prouidence, ſuggeſting matter to his dehire 
of obedienee, rhe augwenting of his merit. 
and the purchaſing for him a more glorious 
erou ne. As when once he went out of doors 
with his gowne extraordinary ſhort, and not 
only bare and torne, but alſo ſo old, that it 
had all changed colouralmoſt; ſuch a one as 
the Superiours themſelues would haue com- 
— any one elſe to haue left ot for de- 
cency ſake: yet in him, they ſeemed neuer 
fo much as to take notice of the ſame. Mor- 
ourr it often fell out that ſame winter, that 
he went rogeather with his other fellowes to 
to the houſe of the profeſſed Fathers to ſing 
Euenſdg, whe it was raine & ſtormy wether 3 
once wk the Miniſter of the colledge, ob- 
ſeruing euery one in the porch, commaun- 
ding others to their chabers would nor ſuf- 
fer them ro ſtirre one foot out of doores, 
who were not ſo infirme in their health as 
be was ; of him as it ſeemed he neuer refle- 
Qed „ which if he had done, without all 
ueſtion he would haue layd vpon him the 

ame command ment. 

Moreouer,although in the Colledge of 
N aples there is vſed ſo much care and chari- 
ty towards the ſicke as in no houſe of the 
Society more: notwithſtanding there was a 
time when Aloyſias, being at once ſick both 
of aninflammation and . , with which 
he was troubled a whole moneth, & though 
he had very diligent ſeruitours, yet he wated 

i Q4 all 


might worthily be attributed to the diuine 
r 
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one night the ſheetes to his bed, which 
Iterily thinke neuer happened at any tyme 
to any one of the Society, that hath be 
ficke in the Colledge. But in this m 
ſuffered it, co the intent that he might doe a 
thing acceptable to him. It is very ſtrangs 
how patiently, and u ir how much ſcrenut 
of couprenance he al yes ſuſtained that di- 
feaſt, althoꝶh it was accompanied with maſk 
grieuous torments, & thaſe continuall, car. 
Tying himſe lie in his communications with 
that came to viſit him with great facis 
lity and ſubmiſſneſſe. So ſoone as he recos 
uered out of that, finding that, that climate 
did nor ſtand well with his health, and that 
furthermore the paines of his head did daily 
ancreaſe , by the will of Fa. Generel, when 
he had conuerſed at Naples,by the ſpace of 
halfea yeare , he tooke his iourny towards 
— {caucnth of May the yeare 1587. 


Of his courſe of life , when he applied him ſelſe to 
the flady of learning in the un Colledęt. 
He pabiiiꝭ ly deſendeth cert ai ne poſitions in the 
Whole comrfe of Philoſophy. He epplicth 
lumſel ſe to the indy of Diaynity. 


CHAP, XIV. 

TF E returne of B. «Aloyſius ro Rome 
brought exceeding much ioy both to 

all the young men of the Roman ledg*s 
andeſpecially vnto thoſe, who wheras they 
Ho ne him in the houſe of the Noul- 


ces 
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ees at S. Aan, did hope that they mi 
reape no (mall fruite, by the excellent exams 
ples of his verrues, and religious manners 
neither was it leſſe comfort vato him, that 
be might further continue the courle of his 
ſtudies, here the chiete gouernement of the 
Society reſided, & where was the chicte Col. 
ledge and Schoole of all good arts. Thoſe 
things which hereafter I ſhall explane, cucn 
to the bleſſed end of his lite .l profeſl m 
ſelte to haue bene a ſpectatour, for the 
part of them all. For ſo much as at the v 
lame time, Itogeather with others who li. 
ued in the ſame Colledge, was familiarly ac. 
quainted with him, and cucn from that time 
(as I related in my Proeme of this hiſtoty 
began ſeriouſly ro obſerue him, to the in- 
tent, that I might commit che ſelfe· ſama 
things to writing, 
erfore proceeding at Rome in his fora 
mer ſtudics of Philoſophy, he diſcouered ina 
ſhort time how excellently well le be 
was both in Logicke & naturall P 
& ſo great a proticient was he in that Knows 
ledge of humane wiſedome,that by the mu» 
— cõſent of his en C7 ay vas iud- 
ged moſt fi to diſpute publikely according 
to the cuſtome vpon his propounded Cons 
cluſions. Therfore after he had ſer downe in 
print his opinion conceruing all thoſe poin» 
tes in Philoſophy, v hic h are wapt to be 
fix; Weneth aer bis entrance into che 
manc 
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mane Colledpe he 2 the ſame publla bel 
kely againſt the arguments of all that with- pt 
ſtood him. But for ſo much as it pleaſed the = 
moſt illuſtrious C ardinalls Rpboreo of Monte. as 


ale, and Gomgara to be preſent, and hea * 
him diſpute, it was performed in the — 11 
ſchoole, and not in that of the Diuims, az 1 
for the moſt part it was wont to be by other % 
men of the Society. Applauſe was giuen him b 


by all that were preſent; but chiefly it gave th 
— contentment to the Cardinalls, who * 
id very much admire, that in fo ſhort a 


n 

time, being ſo infirme of health he had pro- * 

fired ſo much in — — 4 1 
Now for ſo muchas we haue made men- ü 

tion of this diſputation, we may — , 

therunto two things. The one, that before f 

he entred into it, he for ſome ſpace debating 

with himſelfe whether to the intẽt he might 

depreſſe himſelfe , he ſhould vpon ſet-pur- 

poſe anſwere vnskilfully when out of his 

owne opinion he durſt not determine vpon 

either part he asked counſell of F. Met de 

cAngets,who at t nat time profeſſed Philo/o- 

Phy in that Colledye , a man excellent not 

only in learning, but alſo in vertue and the 

vſe of celeſtiall matters, with whome he was 

wont to haue frequent diſcourſe of Diuine 

things. And wheras he truly prudently diſ- 

ſuaded him fro this thing. alleaging reaſons 

therfore; nota ithſtanding in the middeſt of 

his gon Aloyſiat was aſſaulted with 

rhat defire of deſpiſing himſelfe. He pauſed a 

© litle 


* 
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litle being doubtfull in mind, til the reaſons 
of the Father tooke place with him, and lay- 
ing downe that cogitation, he determined. 
as learnedly as he could, to ſolue the argue 
ments ot thoſe that oppoſed: neither did he 

rtorme otherwiſe, then he determined. 
| ne gpher was, that whenas in regard of his 
loue Fo Hemility., be could not endure to 
heare his owne prayſes, notwithſtanding 
there was truly, a Doctour of great note, 
w ho being about to oppoſe his concluions, 
made I know not — Preamble, of his 
ptay ſes, the Kindred & progeny that he was 
de ſcended from, He was fo much abaſhed at 
this pray le, t hat as many as were preſent, be- 
ing not ignorant how. much he abhorred 
from it, tooke commiſeration vpon him, & 
before others the Cardinall of Monte-regale 
leemed much to betakentherwith, when he 
obſerued his ingenuous baſhfulneſſe, and 
modeſt ſhamefaſtneſſe. But he did alwayes 
after, ſo-anect with thoſe, things, that this, 
Doctour diſputed of, that he ſeemed to be 
lomew hat angry in mind. | ; 

Hauinghnithed his ſtudies of Phi „ 
he was nent brought to Diuinity, in which 
he had many 2 h Italien and Spe. 
#:4rds, men famous both tor learning and 
wiſedome, u ho had many yeares diſcharged 
that office. Theſe did he exccedingly-reue. 
rence and honour : of them he never 1} 

therwHethen with great relpeR. He neuer 
dilenred from them in opinion or iudge 
ment, 


—  — 
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ment. He neuer taxed t — their me. 
thod of teaching or dictating. neuer for theix 
Mort or long diſcourſe of queſtions, or 
other thing of that kind; he neuer 
any forward inclination towards new ot . 
nuſuall opinions. He built only vpon the 
writings of S. Thoma of «Aquine, whogy far 
Qiry of life he did not only wirh fin 
piety imitate, but alſo loued deere ly his or. 
der of teaching, and perſpicuity, and his do- 
Qrine exempred from all danger of errour. 
was of anexcellent and penetrts 
ting wit, ioyned with a ſingulat grauity of 
judgment the which both we perccaucd, & 
his ers the mſe lues comended,of which 
one of them doubred not to afflyme, that he 
neuer was carefull to premeditate, What he 
mould anſwere to them that asked, or diſ- 


puted againſt him, when the re occurred any 


queſtion, but only to Gow. 
Tees He accompanied this wit of his, with 
uftrious 


yar much as might be per- 
mitted him, either in reſpect of his health, 
the weakeneſſe of his forces, or the will of 
kis Superiours. He never fer to his fandy , be- 
fore vpon his knees he had made ſome ado- 
ration of Almighty God. He beſtowed not 
is Rudy , inturning'ouer, and conſidering 
beokes of divers aurhours, nor in any 
one Commentary elſe, but thole only that 
were his ——— If there —.— his 
mind reaſon contrary to that which 
— him, which of himſelte he was 
, pol 


oe oc 
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ther lines which — other ſide ended 

the booke;z queſtionleſſe, for fo much as he 

was not cõmaunded to go any further. And 
et thoſe lines which were on the other 
de, [aftimianus himſelte had not obſerued. 

Bothat home, and in the ſchoole, as often 
as by the Bedell he was warned to hose 
kind of exerciſes, he either argued apainſty 
or anſwered others: and for the ſame, it any 
of the reſt ſhould be leſſe accommodated, he 

rofeſſed, that to ſupply the ir place, he v old 
e at his diſpoſall. 

He diſputed ſharpely, but modeſtly: he 
would neuer in his ſpeach exaſperate any 
one, nor ſtomake them, nor raite any cla- 
mour, nor interrupt him that anſwered, but 
giue him ſpace to declate what his mind, & 
Opinion was. The doubt & obſcurity ot t he 
queſtio being rake away, he did ingenuouſly 
aflenr, and ene of the oontrouerſy. 

Before the bell did ring to Schooles, & 
in like manner before he returned home a- 
gaine, both before and atter noone, he daily 
trequented the ſacred Church, to adote the 
* moſt _ Euchariſt. In his going and re- 

turning from the ſchooles, he wav of fo mo- 
deſt and compoſed a behauiour, that he in- 
flamed with the loue of piety, euen ſtrangers 
who being ſtudious ot learning, ſtood to be- 
hould him in the Court next to the ſchoo- 
les. And eſpecially a certaine Abbot that 


Was a ſtranger, — — Academy - 
u- 
re d 


formed lus courſe of Divinity , being 
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red with the loue of his Modeſty , frequen- 
ted the ſchoole for no other cauſe then to 
behould him ; neyther did he euer in the 
Schooles take his eyes of him. And this 
ought not much to be admired at: for the 
Prouinciall of the Society, which is a- 
mongſt the Venetians, did affirme there, 
before the Tribunall of the Patriarch, that 
that ſay ing ſee med fitly to agree to B Aloy- 
[ns , which S. «Ambroſe wrot vpon that place 
of the Palme , Qi timent te, videbunt me, &5 
lztabuntwr : pretioſum ef (inquit) videreviruns 
initum:plenſq;enm init; aſpetius a tio cor 
rettions eff , perfe@ioribas vero lgtitis . They 
that feare thee , ſhall ſee me, and be comfor- 
ted. It is a pretious thing ( layth he) ro fee 
a iuſt man, for vnto moſt men, the beholding 
of a iuſt man is an admonitio of correction, 
and to the more perfect it isa ioy . Doubt - 
{elle ſuch like effects as theſe, did the aſpect 
of this happy youg ma produce in the minds 
of his behoulders. Therfore to him alſo ſor- 
ted thoſe words that follow , leiti ſanet af- 
pelins , & ip ocmloram radi virtutem quandan. 
videnter i yr: The aſpect of aiult ma, 
healeth, and the very beames of his eyes do 
ſeeme to infuſe a certayne vertue into them 
who faythfully deſire to behould him. All 
which , this our Aloyſat made good in his 
very coũtenance, & moſt decet habit of bo- 
dy, being very apt to moue the minds of mẽ 
with a ſenſe of piety & holſome griefe. Adds 
herunto, that the only beboulding of hum 1 
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gious young men his companions , but euen 
moſt graue prieſts of their duty. Thertore in 
his preſence they ſeemed to take vnto them 
a certayne grauity. Neyther would they in 
his cõpany, raſhly vtter any licencious word, 
or do any action tending to leuity . Whilſt 
he went tothe ſchoole, or from thence went 
home, whilſt he remained there, or was pre- 
ſent at diſputations, he was neuer diſcoue- 
red to vtter fo much as obe word to any 
one, were he domeſticall or ſtranger. So ob- 
ſeruant was he of the rule of ttlence. 

When his Superiours ſaw him vexed with 
perpetuall ſickneſſe, and weakeneſſe of bo- 
A they forbad him to wrire his dictates in 
the ſchoole, but to that end to make vic ofa 
Scribe. Neither truly could he, who as yet 
had attained no dexterity therin , keepe 
touch, withthe ſwiftneſſe of his wrighting 
to the voyce of the Maiſters that dietated. 
He truly obayed, but ſuppoſing, that it wold 
be an vnſeemely thing, that mony ſhould be 
in the hands ot them, chat for — ſake 
ſhould imploy another to wrire for them/or 
that —— vndergoe any care in pay- 

hirn for his paines, ſor ſo much 
as he (aid there was dãger therin, that _— 
expoſt him to violate the incegriry of bis 
pouerty ,he ding that buſineſle, ſent his 
writer to call tor his hire of 
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williagly lent to any one that d th | 
and asked not for them againe, betore th 
of their ov ne accord reſlored them, | 
There was atimę when F4,Gabriel Va/qnet,. 
his Wader bein ſcanted of tune, was not 
able to finiſh in the whole reuolution at the 
— his diſputations of the Trinity. Ther- 
ore de liuering only thoſe which (cemed to 
be moſt neceſſary, he left the reſt to be writ= 
ten out by his ſchollers. The Super iours co- 
maund Aloyfus that he take order, t his 
Scribe pertorme that. He, hen he had read 
oucr his Maiſtcrs Commentary , omitting 
thoſe things u hich were mare caly com- 
maunded to be choſen òut thoſe, which were 
more 2 and ſcemed 8 
ng asked why he did ſoꝭ d: . 
ſum, — ftndis id ſacio : ne —_— 
cet pamperom, wiſh in res neceftarias ſnouptum far: 
cere. For ſo much as Iam a poore man, out of 
my loue to pouerty Idovit: tor it heſitteth 
not a poore man, to lay out any colt, but v 
pon neceſſary things, Notwithſtanding in 
the laſt yeare of his ſtudics, fear ing leaſt any 
one ſhould interprete this his continuance 
from writing his dictats in the Schooles, 
either to be out of ſome deſire of vaine glo- 
Ce ES goed fark 
is Superiours , that by thei caue 
might write with his owne hand. Neither 
were reaſons wanung , wherwith he 
rſuaſcd them to that which he 
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ſwiftneſſe of his hand, his Maiſters 
he attended for a certaine ſpace thoſe 1 
es which were faid, and afterward ſet them 
Ao ne abridged. And after the ſc hooles, rea. 
ding his Schoole-fellowes writings, from 
thence he added whatſocuer neceſlary thi 
he had omitted. W hich labor yielded m 
contentment vnto him, in regard of the lou 
Which he had of informing others, & exci- 
ting them with his example. He would ſuffer 
no booke to remaine in his chãber, but what 
he had frequent vſe of, ſaying that it was not 
the part of a Religious man who pretcnded 
pouerty, to deraine any booke with him 
which he but ſeldome looked vpon, when 
truly with very little troble to himſelte he 
might go to reap the ſame at the common li- 
brary. And at laſt he came to that, that beh. 
des the ſacred Bible,& the Summe of S. The 
mas he would keepe no other bookes with 
Him. If he had nec to looke in any place, 
either in the holy Fathers or any other wrb 
ter, he berooke him tothe common library. 
He found afrerward that one of his telloves 
| who had lately come to the Colle dge wan- 
| ted the Summic of S. Thomas. For wheras in 
| that Colledge beſides the Fathers and Mai. 
ters, there were more then forty in number, 
who ſtudied Divinity , there could neither 
| in common fo many bookes of S. T be 
| — to them, neither is there 
leaue giuen for chery one To procure t 
or keep them privarcly foe limſelfe. Ther- 
| tore 


| 
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fore Aloyſins goeth vnto the Retour: & car. 
neſtly intreateth him, that it would pleaſe 
him to giue him ſeaue, to lend to that his 
fellow the Summe which was giuen him to 
vic ʒ for ſo much as he might make vſe of 
another that a certaine chaberfellow ot his 
had , he did leſſe ſtand need of this. And h 
ſpeach was ſo perſualiue to the Rectour that 
he yielded. This was a very joytull thing to 
him, either for that this charitable office to- 
ward his fellou was very pleaſing vnto him, 
or for fo much, as he now perceaued him- 
ſelte tobe become more needy,when he had 
none of his owne, and of common bookes 
only the vic of the Bible. 

So much came into my mind ro rchearſe 
of the ſtudies of B. Aloyſius. Now there re- 
maineth vnto me to ſpeake far more of his 
Chriſtian verrues, with which at this time he 
floriſhed. Whichpertection of vertues truly, 
both that which was apparent & ptompt in 
his conuerſation, and alſo that which was ſe- 
erctly in his mind, he was ſo holy poſleſſed 
dt, that more then 200. Religious men of vs 
who being of our Society, liued in the ſame 
Colledge with him, & were daily familiarly 
conuerſant with him, are able to teſtify that 
he was an excellent, liuely, and breathing 
example of them to vs all. 
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weth the le 
CHAP. XV. 


-&A Lors1yvs had now ſpent two hole 
yeares in the Society, ſo that both he 
tookꝭ comfort in the Inſtitute therof, & the 
yertues therin cõtained. Therfote beſtoꝝ ing 
me cetaine dayes in the ſacred Exerciſes of 
Pre 3 — from the conuerſation of 
other fcllowes,vpon the 25. of Noucm. 
ber the yeare 1587. hich day is conſecrated 
8 the Virgin and Marty r, vpog 
which day likewiſe two yearcs before this 
he had centred into the houle of the Novices, 
an the chappell which. js on that fide of the 
Colledge , which is towards the Schools 
which are lately built, in the preſence of ma. 
r Brand (who at that time was 
ectour) ſaying Malle, he according to the 
cuſtome yowed vnto God Pouerry, Chaſti- 
£ and Obedience, u hic h his vowes the ſime 
Fat her reccaued, & in like manner commu- 
nicated him u ith the ſacred Euchariſt. In 
the accompliſhing of theſe 1/oyims much te- 
joyced , when he perccaucd himſelſe to be 
S. Religious man, and obliged yu- 
T 


od with mote ſtrait bonds. 

he yeate 1588. the 25. day of Febrwary,in 

J, lohn Later ans Church, he was initiated 

h the firſt tanſpre, rogeather with diucrs” 

rs of the Society ; amongſt whome 75 
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for the Chriſtian 
he was in the ſame 
ſame companions,mad 
March, he was made Leen for The — 0. the 
ſame moneth Exoreift: and the 29. of March 
he was made eAcolytas. This was regiſtred in 
the booke of the Roman Colledge in which 
ſuch like rhinges are wont to be fer downe, 
He endeauoured afterward in the whole 
courſe of his life to abound in all thoſe ver- 
tues, which rn required, and expected 
ofa Religious man, which vertues l 
— to relate Mis lace, ſince Iam to 
peake of the Romas Colledge, where both 
he for t he moſt part had a conſtãt reſidenet, 
& his vertues moſt clearly diſplayed theme 
ſelues to the light and admiration of men. 


Of bis hmnaility and his exercyſes for the obs | 
taymng therof. £ 


CHAP. XVI. 


1* take my beginning from his Hu- 
miliry, which is the foundation of all Re- 
ligious and perfect Sanctity and the keeper 
ot all Vertues. In which «Aloyſius did o fax 
forth excell, that he preſerued the ſame ſafe 
and ſound in the midd eſt of ſo great abuns 
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vpwith pride. Nor truly to any other ven 
tue more affected then that we found after 
his happy death, ſome ot his manu- ſcriptes 
concerning matters appertaining vnto pie- 
ty, amongſt which one was, which he pro- 
ted vnto himſelſe, as a certaine rule of all 
is actions, in the end wherot he ſetteth 
downe certaine meanes how to obtaine Hu. 
mility. That writing for ſo much as it is but 
ſhort, and cannot be otherwiſe t hen proſita- 
ble vnto all, Iwill ſet it downe verbaum, as it 
was written by him. Thus it was. 
Certaing m ancs How to ebtaine Humility. 
Firft hola it for a principall ground, that it is 
thy duty, whome Goa hath created for himſeife a- 
lone, to leo thy [clfe reely pon that Good 
God,for fo much as he hathdeſcraed no lefſe at 
hanaes,jer hawing cre ated thee redeemed thee 
wade thee a member of a Holy ſamii y. Out of which 
thos muft conclude, that thow on hte f not only 
to abftaine from enery hainons ſiune, but cucn 
Pg. 97 aud vnprofitable things. I 04 and 
more to the intent that thow mayeſ come the nr 
rer alWayes onto God, thou mi with all indu- 
firy endcauonr that no fact or deſienc of thine, 
may tate its origen otherwiſe then from vertme. 
Furthermore, to the intent that thon mel 
trace aright Way vnto God, lr good obſerne- 


tion of theſe three other _— 
Of whichlet this be ; rf, that both all other 


wo e —— —— 
, of neceſiity follow the enſtenc of C 
brmſtlje, and of all otber Saints, who by bis cal- 
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orc tho shalt ſo re ſulae Wi elſe oo 
— mech exery funfion , office , or baſin of 
thine , may corre/pond unto the example of CH 
and his Saints, ſo mach the more it chauld be 4c. 
commodated to thy courſts,oud cither imbraced or 
eſche wed. For this reſpec traly, thos halt at thy 
it leaſure, often rewolue in thy mind diligently, 
the liſe aud cxccilent aHions of (rift , and with 
an attentine mind read oucr, and often apply te 
thy 1 thoſe of the BB. Saints. So chalt 
tho become plentiſully flored with cxamples of 
00d life. 
, BE the ſecond wherwith thou maieſf direct thy » 
aſc #:0ns be this, That thou that become ſo mach 
the more Religions aud piows ,by how mach the 
more diligently thou shalt gowerne 77 life accur- 
ding to cternel conſider ations ,aud by ho mach 
the le ſr according vuto temporal; fo that tba 
ic i [owe nothing deſire notbing , taks comfort 
iu ucthing, tail or di 2 nothing, but for p piety 
fats; an that thos per thy ſtife that this is 
the [alk cud of a Religions and poor frets. 
Let thyt ird principle be, that When the Dinell 
often ſetteth pan thee with the ſuggeſtions of de- 
iring vaine glory, aud 4 magnificent opinion af 
thy ſelſe for ſo mach 4s this 2 of thy mind re- 
m nch 2 , thou chalt ther ſare beſte 
more, or rather contiunall ind — thet 
With the armes of Hunaility,, aud 2 ing oft 
Rife than meick cumbate there withal, nat 
farbiou-ſaks only, but cucn with tutrinſecall wi- 
$our of mind, T ixrfore * vnta thy Hel, 
4 


4 
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certaine laves , as it were prinately accommods- 
tra to thy vocation, delimered, and c dh 

the prathice of (brift our Lord; bythe * 

thos maiſi labour in the care ſull proſecn. 
tion of this vertme , : 

Certaine profitable me aner, ſor the obtaining 

of Hamility. 

Let this be the firit aui ſe that we e ſlecme tra- 
ly this to be the moſt cizrmous vertnre vnto men in 
reſpeci of their baſencſſe and vilentſſe. And for ſo 
mach 4s, non oritur in terra noſtra ( lob. 28.) 
it ir n0 bedvbe growirg in our garden, that it 
onght meceſſarily to be begged of lum, à quo eſt 

mne datum optimum,& omne donum per- 

ectum ( lac. 1.) from whome is exery good giſt; 
and excry perſeth endowment. Wherfour albeit 
that thos art prod, yet labour norwithit anding 

— rye mach ſubmiſtion as thos maitt,to implort 

good an at God tag that i e 
hnmiirty of le 201 , who when he was in the 

— God, exinanited himſelfe taking vpon 

dun the forme of a ſtruam, to the intent that he 

Would not haut thee altogether deftitmte of that 

vertac. 

The other adult ir, that thow V for refs eto 
Saints of the ont of He anen, who haut 

bene at any tyme remarkable for this vertac. For 

it of al thinks ther with thy ſelfe: If when they 

'werecihuerſant here vpn earth. they were ſo much 

dof God, that they attained to (» high a 


— with um in heanen ; that then 


— 


"degree in this werter; nov that they are much 
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Aloys Gonags. Lib. rr. 
fo anth arthey themſelnes after they h 
arrinedto the bigheft pitch of 2 2. Hane mo 
vant traly of thi; Worker of /ahas 4 , beſeech 
— — — they would obt ai nc for thec that benefit. | 
re conſider this with thy ſelfe: Emen as 
— tarth all are naturally ſo diſpoſed, that they 
moſt of all deſire their preferment , who labour tis 
the ſame art and vocation of life "that they do: as 
for example ſake, If Whatſormer bran: Leader in 
the Warres hightyi in fannt with ay Prince he 
principaily ende anonreth to intereff in his - 
wonr and adorn? with military dignity, ward.» . 
haue vimen themſelmes to Wartare: A man famouy 
"mn titlero of learning, thoſe who haue 2 thetr 
mind to learning: An Architc# , or Mathemati. 
fan, theſe Who deſire toexcell others in Archite= 
dare ofthe ſcience of M 8 diſtipline. 
In fach fort do the ( Iti ie he anen, [thy who 


chiefly excelled int ping ry rating 
tur, dcſire carneftly to gin their 


the obt aiuing of that v:rtme to thoſe t . 
moft to the lows therof, and to them with their 
comme ndaationt. Be not ſlacks t , with great 
Jermonr to recommend thy ſelfe to the mali ros 
of the miſt Blefled Uirgin- Mother of God , who 
Was /o mach endowed 2 this vertu 5 
any /omle created ( except the dinine = 
$ awtour ) Was more. Next unto or, 
—_ thos thalt chuſt vnto 4 
ſaid of himſeiſe: Exi A me 
homo peccator ſum. 2 6. Nr 
O Lord, for that I am 4 (inful man. Next 
who after that be L, God rept 
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third bea uc u, thought notwithitguding fo meas 
acly of bimſelfe that be ſaid: Venit Ig5 vs fals 
uos tacere peccatores , quorum ego primus 
ſum (1. Tim. 1.) IS ss cane to ſaxc ſinners, of 
Thich I am the great il. Of theſe. couſider eon 
onc of them Will gte thee to undertiand, of- 
great conſequence their commendation; are vith 
God for the altas ui ung of this ver tac; the other, 
how prompt likewiſe , aud ready they arc to the 


1 — therof. 

he ſe are eAloyſfur his words in that wri- 
ting, by which it maniteſtly appcarcth, with 
bow good a will he imbraced the loue of 
humility. In another ſhcer which likewiſe is 
written vnder his owne hand, aud which he 
intituled Tian Af-tFious , he hath theie 
words. * 

Thoſe deſires which thow conceanett , thos 
og hee i not ſo to rc comm. 1. i unto Al micht y God N 
as reiting in thy bre il, but asin ( Hriſla. For ſcig 
thet all good things muit of neceſſity be firit in | A- 
s V 8,bejorc they can be in thee, and arc With far 
morc f e, proponnded vnto his cter. 
ual Father by h:m,then by thee: And having in- 
ſerted certaine other things, he ſayth. 
ben thos finde ft in thy ſel ſe an inclination to 
vertu, thus owe hte il to implor: the aſp ance 
thoſe Saints, who arc mach commended for the 
ame .As for example, for the obtayning of bunuli- 
24 aidof S. Francis, S. Alexius, and others: 

charity S. Peter, and Paul, in liiæ manner 
S. Mary dalen & others.For as if one goeth 
about toobtaine any. military office of an cartbly 
IF Prise, 


Aloyſius Comzage, CL: 26 
Prince, he hall ſooner carry in, of beſt for bus, 
aducxater the General of his — joe Ca- 
raxels thentf he haue rec bar ſe to the Lord ( ham 
beri unc, and other Gomern9mrs of the howſe-bold: 
So wht we expett at Gous hand Fortitade ſet vs 
endeamour to be recommended to Martyrs; when 
Would bane Pennance , to ee and ſo 
of all the other. Which words haue the ſame 
meaning, which the writing that we recis, 
ted be tore, had. 

He had a very humble conceit ofhimſelfez 
and that, that was inthe inward ſenſe of his 
mind, he declared buth in his words, and 
actions. He neuer at any time did, or aid 
any thing which might much tend to his 
owne prayſe. Yea rather with admirable ſi- 
lence concealed all that his ſecular ſplendor, 
kindred , family, titles of the Marqueſate, 
& others of the ſame kind. In like manner 
thoſe which were more peculiarly his, as 
ſtrength of wit, accompliſhment of know 
ledye, and other things which might apper- 
taine vnto his prayſe. Therfore euen at the 
very ſuſpition of his ownepray le, be bluſhed 
like a tender Virgin: and whotocuer had but 
a deſire to ſee him bluſh, might by no mea. 
nes ſooner put him to it, then by pray ſing 
him. Of this matter 1 will only e 
examples, omitting others. one 
was, When as a certaine Phſiei an, who came 
to viſita ficke man, began to cele s 
pes in reſpect of the Nobility of the 

loud of che Co, his necre 115 

Keen 
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iſe to the bn h 
dred refulring from that Family he came 
of. For truly, wheras he defired to haue his 
fortune obſcured from rhe ſight of all, be- 
irig very much offended with this prayle he 
ghue a remonſtrance to the Phiſitian , how 
much it trobled him. And for ſo much as he 
tooke many occaſions to pray ſe him in that 
manner, he was very much out of conceit 
with the honour of his Anceſtouts: & when 
there was any one that did but rub-vp the 
memory of theſe things in his mind, or ſce- 
med to make any account of him for any 
endowment either of Nature, or Fortune, 
that queſtionleſſe did ſo exulcerate his mind, 
chat nothing could do more. T hertore be. 
ſides this one only griefe which he concea- 
ued, tor pray ſe, or honour attributed vnto 
him forſuet, like cauſes as theſe, he ſeemed 
to haue weeded out of his mind by the very 
root, all other affections. 

At another time, hen in the Refectory, 
he had ſpoken out of the pulpit, very pru- 
dently, and fitt ly accommodated to piety, 
concerning the Purification of the B. Vir- 
_ deſerued praiſe was giuen him by all 

audirours; ſo — F. Hicrommus Pla- 
tes began to his face to commend that his 

h, he was ſo much abaſhed, and ſee med 
much to be troubled with thoſe pray ſes, 
& to eſchew them as not belonging to him, 
ory ſo perſuaded our of his Gegules mo- 
Gelty ) that i gaue great epattarmencts al 
13 their 


is Kin- 
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their minds. For by this his modeſt al. 


| 

— neſſe, he became very gratefull and an 

his vnto all. ; 
bay At home and abrogd he would gine place 
he to all. If at any time he were ſent forth " 
* any of his fellowes who had the charge 9 
0 domeſticall matte s(amongſt home ſome. 
ae times theCooke of the RomanColledge was 


- one)he would offer place vnto them 1 they 
denied it, he would alleage fo many cauſes 
- of this his requeſt, that they, leaſt they hold 
o contriſtate his mind, could not but obey 
7 him. But for this reſpect truly, he was re 
prehended by his Superiours, who forbad 
g him to do it any more, if it were for no 5 
c reward, but cucn for that, lcaſt he ſho 
ſceme too little ro geuerence the name of a 
Clergy- man, and the dignity of Tonſure, rg 
u hich he ſhould rather be obſcruing then eg 
too much doiection of himſelfe. 12 he 
otten laid his hands to the Pe ping of FORE 
ſticall buſineſſes, put himſelfe into the com- 
pany of other ſimple men, and this very wile 
ngly. In like manner when the bellrung tt 
meales, for the moſt part he (arc him downe 
at ſome tablc,whichan the outmoſt corner 
of the Refeory , was. frequented, by the” 


Cookes,and ot het ſeruants , as being 

. offices. — had comaind from bis 
uperiours, who percca m weake at 

afflicted in his uld fir 


. 
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ann with the reſt, and that he 
mould in manner abſtaine trom ſome o- 


ther labours. He tearing leaſt this might 
ſeeme to be attributed vnro him in regard 
of his family, often went to his Superiours, 
and producing good reaſons gaue them to 
vnderſtad, that there was no cauſe why they 
ſhould account him as ſingular in any thing, 
and at laſt obtained that he might rogeather 
with the reſt follow the common courſe of 
liuing. And ſome of his familiar friendes in- 
treating him, that he would obcy this the 
will of his Superiours,for ſo much as other- 
wiſe it was to be feared, leaſt he might fall 
into ſome diſeaſe he anſwered, that he being 
a Religious man, ſhould endeauour all that 
he could, to inſiſl in the ſame courſe of lite, 
which others did that were ioyned with him 
in the ſame Religion ; and whitht he did not 
$0 againſt his obedience, he ſtood in tearc of 
no diſeaſe truly, that ſhould be taken by 
vndergoiug thoſe thinges which are appro- 
priate to the inſtirute of his Religion. The re 
are reſident for the moſt part in the Roman 
Colledge ſome 200. men, or rather more, 
fo as it cannot be, that cucry one of the 
— thar ſtudieth there, ſhould be ſup- 


— witha ſeuerall chamber. Vherfore the 
periours, affoarding only particuler lod- 
of to the Prieſtes, the Maiſters of the 
and ſome others ,who are either 

fomewhar i , or performe ſome pecu- 
Har office, the reſt being diſtributed 1 
ing 
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A eee 
ding to their pleaſure, into 
nics, they place in diuers chambers, whieb 
are turniſhed with * — deskes 
to ſtudy at. Therfore, wheras they though 
good that - Alu, in regard that he was 
ſomcu hat ſickly, ſhould lodge by himſcite 
ſequeſtred from the reſt, he goeth to the Re. 
(tour and perſuadeth him, that it would be 
an example of bettet edification to others, if 
he might vſe his chamber in common, with 
ſome chamber-tellowes. And for ſo much 
as he reputed it a Kind of magnificence,to ab- 
ſociate any one that was a ſtudent in Diui- 
nity,inſteed of them he ſuffered ſome man 
of a more inferiour ranke to be ranged with 
him. He had requeſted that there ſhould be 
committed vnto him the Prefectſhip ouer 
ſome company inthe Seninary. for ſo much 
as beſides the abicction which they willia. 
gly ſuffer for Gods loue, t he Pretects arc af. 
flicted therin with great incommoditics, & 
ſubiect themſclucs co a gricuous, and ime 
manner 2 continuall ſeruitude. But for © 
much as his Superiours miſtruſted, that his 
health would not be able to ſuſtaine ſo great 
a burthe, they durſt not then gue way toit. 


He defared moreouer, that ended 
his ſtudy of Dulinity, be might haue leaue 
to inſtruct t he Gramer-boyes of the loweſt 
ſorme, both for that he deſired to opera 


n 
3 
te, ke had a holy emulation, and ſpea- 
'King familiarly vnto them, he was u ont to 
cal _ » 2. —7 = he had 
great delight to deſcend to thoſe rhinges, ; 
wherby he might abaſe himſclte, & hone ne 
— comp before others. He often rooke 
voor im this taske, and that he might dif. 
ble his requeſting therof,for the loue of 


0 
u 
n 
| u 
vertue and humility , he bore Father Re. a 
our in hand, that he was ignorant in Gra- a 
mer, and not ſufficiently poliſhed in the ti 
| Latintongue : That he was altogether vna- c 
ble(vnleſle he learned theſe things) to be ſer- 0 
| uiceable to the detignes of the Society. 1 

With the fame art he ſer vpon the Pp, etch fi 
| | of the inferiour ſchooles, to whome nou & tr 
| then he broght certaine litle exerciſes com- þ 
| poſed by hum in Latin, according vnto the te 
| capacity of that clatle. Queſtionleſſe to the rl 
/ -intentrthar he having a raſte of his ſtudy & fa 
proficiency,might lend him his helping had 7 


to that, wherunto his mind was bent. Fa. le 
Rectour to the intent that he might do 4 li 
thing gratefull vnto him, and might withall le 
make triall, v hether he was ( as he ſaid) ig» to 
| norant of the Latin tongue, ioyncd vnto w 
Dim achamberfellow, with whome he might de 
conferre concerning the Latin, and it was th 
Aiſcouered, that he had no fmaſl inſight in m 
| *theſame, Notwithſtanding he returned a» l 
[4 . — —— —— N of 
. only gorren it D & T thi 
— hich: be. had hitherto invited 


hg 
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he ſhould heuer come to be exactly xiltull 
in the Latin tongue and in Grammer: & char 
it now remained expedient tor him to learne 
it by teaching others. Many times in fome 
old cloake caty ing a basket, or a waller, he 
would with great contentment beg for al- 
mes through the Citty: and at home there 
was ho office ſo vile and abiect, wluch he 
was not more feruently inloue wit hall, then 
ambitious men are with honours or digni- 
ties. Euery munday and tweſday it was his 
cuſtome euery weeke to ſerue in the Kit- 
chin. And he made it his chiefeſt worke ro 
wipe the diſhes when they were brought 
from the table, and to gather the ſcraps of 
meat, to relieue the neceſſity of rhe poore. 
And uhen he might haue eaue( which he of- 
ten had, by importuning”his Superiours to 
that end Yhe cartied in a basket that ſelſe- 
ſame reliefe, out of pious charity appointed 
for the poore, to them wayring at the Col. 
ledge gate. Verily , he would euery day in 
like manner when he came from the ſchoo. 
les, do ſome other contemptible worke, as 
to ſweepe his chamber, or other places that 
were appointed for him, to take away ſpi- 
ders webs with a reed, or ſome lomgpole In 
the Halles, or comms par'ors. Morcouer for 
many yeares it was hit᷑worke to cleanſe the 
lamps in the galleries and publike !chools 
ot the Colledge, and rorepaire them by 
ring in oyle and putting in wickes whe 
ned required: which ſeruiees did fo much 
| 5 delight 
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of Blefted 
ht him, t hat when he openly diſcous 
red the ioy , which he was not able to con- 
ceale in his mind, they that ſaw him reple. 
niſhed therewithall, congratulated this his 
triumphant, & ſoule-tauiſhing contentment; 
which ioy he did now proteſſe to haue be. 
come as it were naturall vnto him, & that 
of it owne accord it did inſinuate it ſelte into 
him, conſtrayned by no induſtry or preme. 
ditation. Which thinges truly althogh they 
nothing moue the mindes of thoſe men that 
are of the Society, who both themſclues 
make frequẽt vſe of them, and ſce them day- 
ly frequented by their companions: Yet u 
manifeſt, that both ot themſelues and in teſ- 
pect of the dignity of thoſe mea that imploy 
themſelues in them, they are of great forte 
to inflame the minds of men. To conclude 
this _ may truly be giuen vnto him, 
that he was a ſerious contemner of himſelſe, 
& that he omitted no occaſion , wherby le 
might depteſſe himſelte. 


Of his Obedience and obſcrnance of the Rules 
CHAP. XVII. 


Hex was added to this his ſo grem 
loue of ſubmiſſe Humility "char bike 
kewife of perfe& Obedience, of which that 
may be a ſufficient teſtimony, that dt w 
thing maniteſt to «4/oyfiws, that he was not 
only free from dillenting at time from 
Superious will, or rom che intri 
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ping of their gouernement , but that bedr 
not ſo much as leane therunto, in the leaſt 
de ſire or inclination , no not in that which 
paſſeth in the very firſt mortios of the mind 
vnleſſe perchance when by tacir comaunds 
he was withdrawne trom his offices of picty. 
Although truly, not ſo much as then tor the 
moſt part was he moued, valcile it was ve 
ſeldome, & that motion that vas, he did wi 
incredible diligence, and celetity compoſe. 
So it came to paſſe that not only his will, but 
his mind alſo, and his judgment, agreed with 
that of his Superiours. Neither did be euer 
aske,why this , or that was appointed, but 
knowing only that it ſo pleaſed his Supe- 
riours, he inquired of no other cauſe to ap- 
prouc ot the ſame. 

T his perfection of Obedience ſprung fro 
that, that he certainely perſuaded himiclte 
that euery Superiour , was no leſſe then the 
vice-gerent of God. For ſaid he, for ſo much 
as we muſt yield our obedience to God 
whome we ſee not, and that we cannot in his 
preſence” imediately receaue his comaunds, 
or aske his Coũſell, he giueth vs Superiours 
as ſubſtitutes in this his office ,andanterpre- 
teis of his will by mcancs of whome , he 
certifieth ys of all things that he would haue 
vs do, for to theſe metlcagers ot his ill. he 
commaundeth vs to be obedient. Bl. S. Pa 
was of this opinion when he wrptc to the E- 
Pheſians in this manner: (Ephel. 6, )Qbedite 
D 
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72 ſacieute vol antatem Dei ex amm. 
your Lords made of fleſh and bloud, a8 
would do Chriſt , and as the ſeruants of 
Chriſt, doing the will of God with all cher 
harts. And to the Colo/nans vpon the fame 
point of Obedience ((e. Lwodcangque ja. 
fits, ex anin 0 operamins , fiewt Domino . & nou 
hominibas. W hatioc uer you do, do it with 
all your hart as H youdiditto our Lord, & 
not vnto men. F.r ſoit1y to be vuderiiond that 
the commannd is broug lit unto vs from God bin- 
flje nr Swperionr p aſſi 5 betweene 45 4 meſſen. 
r. hei for: as that wme 1by my L.High+( bun- 
ir aine , or any other ſmpreme ( omrt-officer, hy 
the King or Prince commannded to any of they 
ſubictes , ts not taken for the commannd of that 
ger, but of the King or Prince, and ſo or ind. 
ri. yaccommite d of by the /abic#: (o alſo a Religions 
an ons ht to in lrace the decrees of his ſreperioms 
as the COMM ANNU Of God den, onneed Unto him by 
WAN , and fs {fill them with promptneſſe and re- 
WITTE. 

Our of this perſuaſion roſe that his obſer» 
Uance, ver ration, ond piery , which he cars 
ry ed rowaid all his Sus criours:queſtionlefſe 
ne tooke them all to be off cers of God, and 


ro fr 7 * the place 'cf the interpreters of 


his will. M hertore he tooke yreat coment- 
ment in that which they dettyned . Neyrher 
was the loweſt of leſſe moment, and au- 
thorny with kim, thenthe h+gheſt, the ig 


hor: nr then the carne d, t heſè that were of 


lnditterent, thenthofe that were of eminent 
lancti- 
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Nuctity, and adorned with other artes r- 
thy of that function: For in that they di: 
chirged the office of God, ſuppoſing no dit- 
ference to be amongſt rhem, be did with e- 
quall facility obey them all. Moreoucr he 
was of this opinion, that he that did his en- 
deauour ab to re ſpect this one thing in 
his obediece, did reape therby a double be- 
netit. The one, for that whilſt he was obe- 
dient, nothing happenifed vnto him diſh- 
cult, or laborious, but all eaſy and very pla- 
ſant, as who vnde rſtood that he obeyed the 
will ot God, v home to ſcrue, he eſteemeth 
to be an ineſtimable honour & henctit. The 
other, that he accompliſheth the effect of 
true obedzence, and conſequently that hg 
may with afſured hope anticipate the re- 
wards promiſed in heauen to thoſe that with 
all their harts are lawtully obedient, Rut 
1 hoſocuer obeyeth him that commaũdeth, 
for this reti ett only, eit het for that his com- 
maundes are plautible vnto him, or ſoothing 
to his humour, or for ſo muchas he that im- 
poicth them, is a man of cxcellent vertue, & 
naturall endowment, or beareth particular 
good il towards him, he fir ſt of all ſecmerh 
not to haue merited, in the ſame mancr that 
an obedient man ought, ne it her dorh he ob- 
taine the direct torme and naturall marke 
of an obedient man, ſeing that he did nar 

obſerue in his Obedience that one thing 

Which the vertue of Obedience doth only 
reſpect. Moxcoucr that me a one, lo ſoone 

F as 
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22. ſhould change 9 for ano. 
ther that ſhould be lefle furniſhed, either 
from nature or good artes, or lefle affected 
to him, and ſhould receaue from him any 
commaund contrary to his humour, muſt of 
neceſſity be vehemently rormented and ex- 
— to many dangers. To ſubiect a many 
elte ro another, out of ſome humane, & not 
a celeſtiall reſpect ,as we haue ſaid before, he 
accounted ro be the property of a baſe , and 
abiect mind. 

He feared, leaſt that certaine Superiours 
might very much hurt, thoſe that they beare 
rule ouer , u ho to the intent that they may 
accommodate the mſelues to the infirmity 
and ant ot vertue ot their ſubiectes, in their 
gouerning and commaunding , ſerue their 
turnes of cauſes, with which they exhort 
them to that which they intend, out of theſe 
mortall things only. Wherfore his deſire 
was, that the Superiours of the Society, 
ſhould confidently diſpoſe of him & others; 
and that eit her in the changing of their offi 
ces or lodgings, and in other matters which 
were to be determined by them , that they 
Gould not alleage any cauſe of their ſub- 
tes will, but the honour of God, and the 
amplitying of his glory, and for that reſpect 
to ordaine all things. For example ſake, ler 
lerthem — in this manner: /1/am 
eit nobis al obſequinm Dei perti nere, ange cx 
c matort gloria fore ſi ink locwm te Conſe < 
144, aut hoc officium ſaftiness. [taque vade, 

Dei 
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Deu id til ſortu net. It ſeemeth vnto vs that 
it appertaineth to the due ſeruice of God, 
& that it ſhall be to his greater glory, it you 
betake your ſelſe to that place, or vndergo 
this office. Therfore goe, God ſpeed you 
well. When they do this, ſaid he, the Supe- 
riours giue aremonſtrace of their cõſidence, 
& excellent eſtimation, that they haue of the 
verrue and obedience of their ſubic&, that 
they accuſtome him to the imbracing of the 
proper renowne of Chriſtian Obedience, & 
that they yield them an oportunity of ob- 
raining greater grace in the fight of God, b 
how much the tewer inducements they vic 
of humane reaſons. Bur it theſe other argu- 
ments & pretextes be ſought after, the ſub- 
iects inure themſelues with tollou ing an on- 
ly ſhadow of Obedience, not the ſolid and 
expreſſe image therof; they are depriued of 
thoſe goods that we ſpake ot: there is occa- 
fon ſometimes giuen of — their go- 
ucrnement,cſpecially if there be any facility 
for them to vnderſtand or ſuſpect, that there 
is ſome other cauſe, why they are remouci 
out of their office or place, then that which 
either in word, or writing is pretended, 
Moreouer, he was wont to affirme , that 
his office of Obedience was ſo much the 
more gratefull ynto him, tor lo much as he 
had found by experience, that by the iuriſ- 
diction of his Superiours, there was decla- 
red a certaine meruelous prouidece of God 
oucr him. For ottẽtimes thoſe thinges were 
84 freely 
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freely granted Zr by his Superiouri 
before he asked, with the defire wherot he 
was formerly poſleſſed, either out of his 
priuate piety, or by the inſtinct ot God. 50 
once it fell out, that whereas he had medi- 
tated, vpon thoſe places vnto which Chriſt 
our Lord in his laſt punniſt ment was car- 
ried about, and therupon was ſurpriſcd with 
a great deſire, to goe that day to the ſcauen 
holy Churches to offer vp his humb c pray- 
ers according to the cuſtome, his Superiour 
contrary to his former vic, before he either 
asked or hopcd for any ſuch thing, ſendes 
tor him that very hourc, and commaundes 
hum to goe viſit the ſcauen holy Churches. 
That brought vnto him a double 10y , both 
for that the ſame thing was in it ſelſe cxpe- 
cted, and alſo for that he diſcouered, how 
great a care Almighty God tooke of him, 
cucn in thoſe {mall matters. I might rehearſe 
very many of theſc I, ke examples, but that it 
would be too long. 
It being — by him in whoſe 
fower he was, he did ſo contorme his coun. 
tenance and habit, that with his head bare, 
with his eyes faſined demiſſely vpon the 
ground, making no excuſe, or reply, he 
iatertained humbly , and patientiy what- 
locucr he ſaid. Being vpon a time reprehen- 
ded by his Superiour, tor I know not what 
carele ſlnc ſſe of his, in a certaine matter into 
which he had often fallen, by reaſon that he 
alu aycs ina mancr went with his mind — 
nate 
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mated from his ſenſes, he was ouercome with 
ſo much force of ſorrow, that he ſodenly 
telldowne in a ſound: out of which ſo ſoone 
as he had recouered himſclfe, he throweth 
himſelfe at his feet with weeping teares, and 
with ſo much humility imploreth pardon 
for the fault that he was accuſed ot, that he 
was not able to rayſe him vp againe. 

The next allied to this his vertue of Obe- 
dience, was that his obſeruance of the Kulcs, 
vnto which by the diſcipline of Religion 
he was tycd: in the obſeruing v he rof Atop. 
ſins was to caretully-diligent, that he — 
iceme to got beyond all others. For neither 
could he remember, that euer he had tranſ- 

reſled any one of thoſe rules were it neuer 
ſo litle, though it were but even in thought. 
And now to carefully and punctually did he 
obey them, as it by the neglect 2 he 
might be brought into ſome great danger, & 
futter ſome xrieuous derriment. In which 
thing he docks ſo great liberty to himſelte, 
that he ſtood in feare ot no perſon, Reli 
gious or Secular. | 

He went on a tyme , as ſent by the Re. 
ctour, to ſalute (ardinal Roboreo his Kinſman, 
who deſiring him to ſtay dinner with him, 
he (ſaid that he could not, for ſo much as it 
was againſt a certaine rule with which he 
was obliged, The Cardinall delighted wit 
thataniwere, neuer after vrged or requeſte 
him in any thing, but he made this exces 
ptio, valctle peraduenture it be againſt pan 
* Jules. 
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rules. The ſame Carne Mie after: 
ward to Fa. Retour of the Roman Col. 
ledge, that he vſed that caution , and that he 
adioyncd that condition, leaſt he might cõ- 
mit {ome offence againſt Aloyfus his tender 
conſcience, and that he might comply with 
that divine ſpirit which informed his mind. 

Being asked vpon a certaine time by his 
chambertellow (who preparing to write let 
ters wanted paper) that he would lend hima 
quarter of a ſheet; tearing leaſt he ſhold vio- 
late that rule which torbiddeth the to giue, 
or lend any = without the Superiours 
commaund , he diſſembling that he vnder- 
ſtood him, truly anſwered nothing, but 
ſtraight-way going forth of the chamber, 
went to Fa. Miniſter to aske leaue that he 
might giue to his companion of his paper, & 
alicle after returning. courteouſly calling v- 
pon his fellow he ſaid: Fopoſciſt , ai fallor, na- 
— me chart am, cccam, (tmmiq ; cam ies pertit. 

ou asked of me latc ly) vnleſſe Ibe decea- 
ued Home paper, loe here, and with that he 
gaue him ſome. 

To, cõclude I know not how I may more 
plainely declare his carefull obſcruance of 
the rules of Religion, then if I teſtity that 
he tor the ſpace ot thoſe y cares, wherin he 
ones himfclte ro Religion, did ncuer ne- 

ct thatrule,which commaundeth ſilence 

certaine times and znor that which 

rbidderh in time of ſtudies to ſpeake o- 
therwiſe then in Latin. Vet ig this kind to 
be 
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be taken tripping is a very eaſy matter. 


Of bis Pomerty , Chattity, Speach, awd 
Conserſation. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Ow to Religious Pouerry he was in- 

credi bly affe bed In this he did more 
delight and ſolace himſelte, then wealthy 
men do in the aboundance of their riches, 
For it in the liberty of his former fortune 
he was ſo tar in louo wit h it, that as we haue 
ſaid before, euen then he pleaſed himtelft 
with homely attire; euery one may calily 
coniecture how he behaued himſelte in the 
Society, which he was accuſtomed to intitle 
the moſt proper houſe of pouerty. T herfore 
he alwayes abhorred that, herby he might 
ſecme to haue the leaſt ſhaddow of a man, 
challenging priuately any thing, as it were 
ptoper to Rürmſelfe. ewas neucr cloathed 
or appareſled with any thing but out ot the 
common ſtocke: he neuet made vſe of any 
booke , which he did thinke lawfull to cars 
ry with him, neither of watch. nor penknife, 
nor any other cafe of rooles. ot rhoſe 
things which belong to piety, he neyther 
kept any to beſtow vpon others , neyther 
was he very much pleaſed when others be- 
ſtowed them vpon bim. lie heuer ſuſſtred to 
be in his poſſeſſſon any Reliquary, or payre 
of beades of any pretious, or curious mats 
ter, nor ſo mach as @ mann 
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bler, But veril — ebe common 
pictures, which he found in the chamber, e 
made yſe of, or truly he had at the moſt bur 
one priuate to himſelfe of paper, which was 
of S. Catherine the Virgin and Martyr (to 
wit, vpon whole birth-day he centred into 
Religion) and another in like manner of pa- 
per that was of F. Thomas of « Aquine, whoſe 
doctrine he did ſtudioſly imitate. And thee, 
ypon the approbation of his Superiours , ti- 
red out by others importunitics , and as it 
were by compulſion, he accepted as guitrs, 
What ſhall I {ay ? for that not ſo much as in 
his Breuiary truly, which in the Nouiſhip, 
nor in his little bocke of the office of the B. 
Virgin Mother, which he made vic of in the 
Colledge, he neuer tolerated fo much as a- 
ny litele picture, for a note, (as many vic) 
to diſtinguiſh his prayers . 

And for ſo much as there were not wan- 
ting ſome , who according to their good wil 
towards him, not only offered diuers guifts 
made for the honour ot God, but cuen of 
their owne accord hauing requeſted licence 
of his Superior that he might receaue them, 
did in a manner thruſt them violently von 
him, if truly he might, he refuſed them: bue 
if without diſpleating of them he could do 
noother then admit them, he ſtraight- ay 
carryed them to his Superiour , or at leaſt 
hauing gorten lcaue from him, ſo ſoone as 
The next oecaſion might ſerue, he beſtowed 


chem vpon others. It was his chic feſt ioy 
* to 


Aloyſius Gum, TL. u. 8s 
to poſſeſſe nothing of this world, to de- 
ſire nothing and ro be ſequeſtred from eue- 
ry mortall thing. 

When in the beginning of Sommer ot 
winter, there were giuen vnto them hats, & 
other yarinentes, he neuer complayned of 
any thing tor being too long, or too ſhorr, 
too big, r too little: but being asked by the 
tailour whether they were fit inough for 
him, he ſaid: Chi quidem videtur: tru — 
ſee me ſo vnto me. He was irffinitely pleaſed 
with eyery thing that was moſt poore, 
in all thinges that fell ynto his choy ſe he caſt 
his eye vpo the worſt, And he was wot to in- 
terpretin this maner that of our Rule, her- 
by it is decreed and commaũded, that euer 
one (tothe intent that he may the more o« 
uercome himſelte, and may learne the more 
to profit in yertue )ſhould be perſuaued, that 
of thoſe things which are in the houſe, the 
worit ſhall alwayes be giuen vnro him. F. 
as (ſayth he) a beggar, who from doore to doors, 
begzeth almes ſrom other men knoweth very well, 
that not the be il garments, which are in AH) US) 
honſe, but the moft torne and ould ; and in likg: 
manner of other thinges, that which is of the leah; 
valeWw hail be gives to him: according tothe Same” 
example maſi we perſmade our ſelwes , that if ve 
be erulyin lone with pomerty, thoſe thinges in a 
honſe which are moit contemprible to be. 
ginen unto Vs.c And he ſaid that ſach was the e. 


ficacyof this word(periuadeat)thet the meaning) 
therof was, that we boni gertarnely fee — 
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oer minder that it f come to paſie, and 
that it wor mot expedient fo to he. 

Moreouer, he did often declare to the 
Father who was wont totake his confeſſiõs, 
that he eſteemed it in the number ot one ot 
his bencficiall merits , that ſuch often had 
bene the will of God, that in the partition 
of the things, which were giuen to cuety 
one to vie, there ha ed vnto him the 
vorſt of ail others. T has in reſpect of his fer- 
wet loue to pouerty, he eſteemed as a ſpeciall 
fauour from Almighty God. For with ſuch 
modeſt ſhametaſtneſſe did he behaue him- 
eite in Religion, as though he did from his 
very hart thinke , that out of commitcra- 
| tion of the Supcriours, he had bene taken 


vpiato the houſe, as it were our of ragges & 
fordid beggary. Therfore whatiocucr was 
beſtowed vpon him, he iudged to proceed 
duc of their angular charity. ; 
At the table truly, he ſpared to cate of 
chat meat which hc thought would be burt- 
full to his health; notwithſtand ing leaſt that 
ſome better ould be brought inſtecd of 
it (which he nothing deſired) he indeauou- 
| red vpon ſet purpoſe, to deceaue the ſerui- 
| tours 


[|| I need got rehearſe any thing elſe of his 
chaſuty, but that he alwayes kept vnſpotted 
that ineſtimable treaſure of his Virginity 
both ot body and mind, in ſo exct llent and 

a luſtre, which 1 declared in the 
Peer of my firſt. booke. 


In 
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In his ſpcach conuerſation, no man 
was a greater louer of truth and ſincerity, 
no man could cuer poſſibly diſcoucr more 
candour, or ingenuity. T herfore there were 
none who could make any the leaſt doubt 
of that which he cither affirmed , or denied. 
For he was far eſtranged from all deceitfull 
duplicity or diffimulation. He was wont al- 
ſoro 42 that by tric kes, deceites, diſſi- 
mulations, fallacies , ambiguity either of 
words or deedes, the men giuen to the 
Fortune of this world, were bercaucd ofthe 
muruall ſociety that ought to be among 
them; but that in Religion it was the ordi 
nary poyſon of Religious ſimplicity , the 
cettaine plague of youth, with which ſcars 
cely could euer agree the ſpirit, that a Reli- 
gious manoughtto be endowed with. 


Of his Mortifigation, aud the Aflifions of 
his body. 
CHAP. XIX. 
A S concerning that taming of his bo- 
dy, and bridling of his appetites which 
we callMo 


rtification, he was ſo deſirous of 
euill treating the ſame, and ſuffered him... 
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his life. Therfore a ee e ſaid the 
wondred that he made no contcience , of (6 
often weary ing his Superiours about this af 
fliction of himſelfe be anſwered, that he, 
when vpon the one ide he regarded the im- 
becitity of his forces, and ypon the orhet 
fide perceatied his mind to be excited to 
glue forth the ſe examples of piery, thought 
t the beſt courſe that he could take, to fe- 
ferre the whole matter to his Superiour, 
who was not a man partially intereſſed in 
either of thoſe two confiderations. And that 
ſo it would come to paſſe; that he only wold 
giue way to that which ſhould be moſt plea- 
ling to God and nothing elſe. He added that 
ſomety mes he intreated leaue to do thoſe 
things , which he aſſuredly knew would not 
be graunted to him. For when he ſaw he 
might not apply himſelfe vnto them, as he 
very much deſired , to decicate this his de- 
ſire to God, and to manifeſt it to him that 
gouerned him as his Vicegerent, ſeemed tor 
many reſpectes to be auayleable vnto him. 
Amongſt which, that he numbred as one 
that by the judgement of others he learm 
to be leſſe ouerweening of himfelte, for fo 
much as reuoluing ſuch things in his mynd 
he might ſeeme vnto them, in this reſpect 
— not ſufficiently to know himfelte. 
And verily ſometimes it pleaſed God, that 
bey ond the opinion ofall men, he obtayned 
leaue for certaine xhings . 


A certaine mun Atempted very ſeriouſly 
to 
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of. or he ſayd, that he very mati feared,” 
lcaſtr hav if ho M vſeofthoſts 
at fi cSions, his be Ct 


nyed in the habit 
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back to her former ſtate, would fodeiylok 
thar her practiſe of patience , obtay ned by 
ſo many yeares labour π > er 
This alſo was his ſaying, Eſſe & f in 
earnant , ati; ad Feliy ve niſſe, ot volan. 
tarys — 101þ89 peti nde ac Mels cor- 
vxere lar. That he was à ctooked peece of 
ron , and that he came into Religion, that 
mig ht be made ſtraygbi with voluntary 
pay nes & puniſt ments, as it were with ham. 
mers, But to tbemthat ſayd, chat che perte. 
ction of hanctity conſiſted in the interiour 
vertue of the mind and that he ſhould rather 
vſe violence to his will, then his body, he 
anſwered: Hee oportet facere, Of tis now . 
terte. Theſe you ought to doe, and not omit 
thoſe. For that this was the cuſtome of ak 
moſt all, whoſe fanctiry. became ad purable 
to antiquity , and in particuler. of the firſt 
Fathers of our Religion, and betore all o- 
thers of our B. Father [guatiar\And thar he 
truly, both himſelfe, as we read im kus life, 
ſyent much time in the offices of pennance, 
and corporal! vexation and that mozcourr 
he left vritten in his Conſtitutions, that he 
tet downe no method icall courſe to the ro- 
ſeſſours, and others that were placed in any 
ſtable degree of the Society, either oi Vas 
ils, Faſts, Diſciplininge, Prayers , anch othti 
puniſhments, for ſo much as he conhdeply 
preſurned, that they had made ſo great pro- 
greſſe in cxcellem ſandimony, & had 
With great comfort been inured with. the 
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holſome atfecrions wil A N knew 
them not to be hurtfulſ to the pious ſum- 
ctivus of the mind, that they whuld rather 
ſtand in necd of a bł̃idle chan of a ſpur 
Moreouer «Aloyſius added, that the moſt 
fit time to exact theſe puniſhments of his 
body was, whilſt he was a man of entire cor- 
pora/l vigour; and in the flouriſtin ſeaſon 
of his youth. For in re that his o- 
ige was likely to be i wich diſtaſes, 
would afford leſſe ſtrengeh for the _ 
mance of thoſe things. And that for that ret. 
pect men of principal * in their e 
treme and decrepit age 60ke how much 
they had profited, in che _ imploymenti 
of rheir mind, ſo much for the moſt part 
they deducted from their corporall 
ments: bur that they neuer alto 
the in of. If his Saperiour forbad hitrany of 
hs bodily chaſtiſements, the loſſe that he 
fuſtained of chat fruit, he recompeuſed with 
ſome other officy of piery, 4s by reading a 
chapter out oft rhe little e of the imi- 
cation of Chtiſt, by going tothe Churth to 
worſhip che Divine Euchariſt, or with ſome 
other ſuch like. Whether he ſtood, or ſare;or. 
walk dhe omitted no time wherin'he might 
vexe his body ith ſome moleſtation. Aru 
wheras his Siiperiours hen they {av frimi 
ſomewhat debitiraced, forebad him rhe vſo 
of uf faire-cloch, diſciplines nd excr ; 
nary - en me 
hich might neyther 


exercite h ;wh 
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2 i this 
one , when bis accuſtomed png 
— ue as an . that 
ich, ſup polingdoy 
rg ſpeaks that — bee all would laugh at 
him And he obtame 1 0 it. | 
24 you may haue a ſuſficient 
cuen by this one thing, how much 
Kae his awae yexation, for — 
—— be. had fo often executed fo man 
punniſhmentcs N 2 „without . 
uiaꝶ any reſpect, to his health, very many de- 
ed vnto him t hat the Hood in 
1 he hold 2 to che long 
death, this ſcruple mi . vexe him, and 
2 — he m y in che 
nes of purgatory gf Or n 1s DE lands vn- 
diſcrcet n his body. Vnto which 
„ his laſt lic Kneſſe, he gaue anſwete 
45 after Iwill recount. 
the regrefſing of the rn 
of his mind, ycxil y - ncede t dili⸗ 
gence, which, had long NI ſo ſabic. 
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mind. And this be had ſrarnted of that 
freer of the Nonices, hm we 8 
of. For he wis wont ny ro 
ſell all, that it wat afir remedy , a 
finnes which ih our cotmmon courſe of Uſe 
do teaſe vy on vs, and which was both acce- 
ptable to God, and 2 confuſion to the Di- 
nell, to proteſſe our baſeneſſe befort God, 
liftin y vp for ſome little time out mim xo - 

wards heauen we theſe or ſuch like words. 


* ' 

how ptonero fall! Pardon me m 
wuchſafe me thy grace, cat Ifal 8 
into this finne ! 5 after this to 
ſelues. This therfore did Hey chin 
he ſaid moreoner, that to be too 
Hicted for fuch ke ſiants as theſt , Was p 
ligne, that a man had no true v 
of himſelfe. For he that know himſelf 
could not be ignorent , that his gardeb of 
ſr ſelfe was only apr to bring forrh thornes 
and briars. 

He imployed all his ſolicitude in ſear- 
ching out the origene, and head of deb 


fires 20d cogitations, till ſuch time as 
diſcouered, becher he was four 's of $4 
fauſt,or no "to the intent that 
glofeir to the prieſt; But When he — 
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care. In lus co ons he was cleare, ſhort, 
nothing anxious, and as F. Robert Bellarmine 
who was his Confefiarids affirmed, by the af 
ſiſtance of that Biuine light that w as infuſed 
into him, and the ſharpcneſſe of his wit, be 
did ſo narrowly ſuruey euery ſecret corner 
of his mind, that he was cucnas well able to 
expreſle, how farre he proceeded, in cucry 
2 or deſire, or action, ſo expreſlj. 

Aiſtinctly „as if he had cuen ſcene all 
things with his eyes. Ne loucd very much to 
be publikely reprehended in the preſence of 
his companions, and for that cauſe he of bis 
ou ne accord vicd to notific, to his Superioes 
hie faults in a, peece of paper, But at the 
lad, when iofſtecd of rebuke he perccaucd 
pray ſe to be attributed vnro bim by them, 
whafound no fault in thoſe thinges which 
he condemned in himſelfe, he put on a mind 
to qere thoſe repre henſions ng more, for 
that he ſaid, t hat they wererathes a loſſe then 
a gaine vnto him. 


* 
What he thought of the Spiritngl Exere/es 
Bl. Fa. Ignatius : ob exerciſed bimfe 


is them. 
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C HAP. XX. 


2 Exerciſes of B. Fs. It» 
; he did not ouly much eſteeme 
Got the reſpect that they Yielded a moſt ef- 

1 meanes, to draw the mindes of 2 
N ö * 0 


Hoyt Cunha 76% | 
our of the nch ne, to the loue of at 
bon ſi life z bur tor fo much a8 they weep 
met apt to reuiue thoſe raked-vp es _ 
cry,and the {piritot God, in the minds of 
hgivus men. Theyftore cucry ycare at 
what time, ac cot ding to the cuſtome, they 
might keep their longeſt vacations from the 
ſchoglcs; to the intent that he might apply 
himſelte to them he int treated leaue for tie 
ſpace of ſome feuſ day es to be retired. And 
or ſo much as thoſe Exerciſes ate diſtribu- 
ted iuto foure weekcs, he tramed vnto him. 
lelte cerraine ſentences, and precepts. in Lx 
tia. agiccing with the arguments, which are 
treated of , in euer oue of them, and * 
cope which is ay medat. But wheras all 
notes, a hich truly belonged to piety ,where 
preſently taken away , 10 ſoone as he was 
dead, I could find 8 but theſe that 
belong to the firſt ecke. 
For the Excrciſes of the ſirſſ weeks. 
In/ſermtable are the inigments of God: who 
knowerth whether he haue ye ſorginey ave the of 
fences that I committed in the world? The pillars 
f of he aut han fallen, & were brobgu: who . 
| wiſe me perſemcrance? The whole world lirib be- 
ried no is the depth of wicksdncſſe: who rhall 
72 the anger of or ommipotent God? Moft Re- 
1g10m7. and Ercleſiaſticell men forget their 
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- 1 Thefone ; fo warh us ts bewaile grie- 

an frames, that c fur al oer vew all ſirmciit 


rat irt 
6 | 7 , that not only it arhnov- 
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God renwetimg manes offence, 
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Sis lawerov% ards God, H, teate towards hi neigh. 
bear, his de fire of fpiritall diftomr/tr. 
"I HAP. XXI. 
H E burned with fo great + loue of Jod, 
14 A rhar al times, and in all places, ſo often 
as mention was made of him, he was fo in- 
Kamed, that there appeared crrtaine fignes 
vero in his very countenancy. 1 
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tallꝭ roſtrue the ſicke j 
came thucher, he 
beds, help them with = — 

. feet, ſue pe their floores, exhorr och of the 


y ropatlore; and ſacred confeſſion of their 
c linnes. And at home in the Col dai- 
- obrained leaue to goe viſit the in che 


. ftirmayy, Therfore in this office, with his 
a daily diligence he exceeded all, withour any 
partiality de w tr to alfrocofort the * 


the Infirmary, be v 
and ſpoones, couer their tables 


b performe alf other due ſeruices eicher to the 

s ticke;or to thoſe who were nes out 

p of their icknefle. 

. Neither truly, urcording: Gens zeale 
wherwith he was vehemently inflamed fog 


all met ſaluation, did he leſſe 
take th care of their body them of che 
wales. Therforeit licence 9 bene 
giuen him from — ret , coriformable 
— — . S 
wg © in e 
a deſived! de would aue 1 ineo ow vt- 
moſt 3 — Gone 
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forraine men. For ſo much as that is pecij- 
liar vnto them, who hauing ended the courſe 
of their ſtudies , & being ordayned Prieſit, 
ordinarily wha comer 4 8 hearing of Cas 
to the ma King of Sermons and Ex · 
horratiqns , and other ſuch like offices; 


and var ious art, out of that admirable pru- 
dence - ap he oy | —y _ Al. 
migaty helped tarw t pro- 
greſſe in the lud y of 8 more holy lite, vb 
were cõſoy ned with him, in the courſe; & (o- 
ciety of a Relitzious life, For wheras in his 
life which was irre pre heuſible, there was ſet 
before them a moſi-beautifull exam he 
moreouer asked the Rectour, whet 
would be pleaſed to giue order, that at 
noone and night,thoſe houres, which are al- 
lowed for their —— 0 they. might no 
more —— ne talke amongh their compa- 
nions of learning, and other —— mats 
ters ( for of yaynec and vnprofitable it is he. 
Auer lawfullfor the) but at theſe only which 
were conducible to piety. There was prefect 
2 m_ —.— — os Pie in he 
F.Hyerom mus #4, Who atter 
he had forſaken a certaine Ecclefiaſticall 
office which he had diſcharged in tho Cirty, 
deuoted himſelfe to the Socict 


v. Vnto this ma alſo did 
his deſir it was 


proued- bythe — —. 2 t 


In the meane while he with great di ligece; , 


of lasvys, & 
therin all the ret of | his likes notable 


ap- 
hat 
he 
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fecting of this that was begun & witha 
offereth vp many prayers, vnto 1 
God, chat he would youchſafe. ro blelle it 
with good ſueceſſe. Aﬀtct this, having cho. 
ſen ous of all the Colledge {ome certain 
yourig men, all ſingu 45 1 well addicted to 
celeſtiall matters I he thought to'be 
the fitteſt ro 3 5 of his Counſell, he cal, 
leth them togeat het, and tould them that 
did very much deſire, to the intent that 
might profit his owne mind, at ſuch time as 
Shad leave to —_— his mind 2 
rom mo aue imploy mente, to 
ply himſ⸗ * cõpahy, that he might S0 
times haue conference. with them of Diuine 
matters. Moreouer, he daily, leaſt chat he 
might lometimes wan ft Matter for diſ- 
courle; :wold for th- {| or ball an harp 
read ſome little booke of the Prece of 
piety, or ſome Saints Life. To conclude - 
geathet with theſe fellows he giuerh a he 
ginningto this matter, Therfore if he came 
into the company of thole that were 
riour to himſelfc 2 the fir onſet to 
this holſome diſco which the reſt er- 
uailouſly ſtirred vp wich h his pry en 


with great joy ſecond. Vato the 


thoſe that 5 erin nt ynto om! 5 ep 


bree ſome i hunts 3 * 


tter t 
baurrto ins de des n rag” 


jane mrees, Abel 
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this be halſe: in the meant w 
a zainccd with them all, ba 
named vnto him ot ſiue of their 
who u ent beyond the reſi in che Rudy 
vſe of celeſtiall rhings, Moreouer, thoſe 
ad moniſbed, that they ſhold aflociare them 
ſelues with him, and it ſucceeded accoremnyy 
to his deſire. . 
Furthermore, if he vuderſtood that amy 
one of the Colledge was ſomew har , deft, 
ctiue in diſcharging his duty according to 
the dignity of Religion, he ende auoured dy 
all the meancs be could to win vnto him» 
ſelfe his affetion , and knowing then very 
0 well truly , what occahon of ſpeach that 
W would giue vato others, he daily, not ny. 


for many dayes, but euen for weekes 
0 acher, conuerſed with 3 none 


ap; 
a mectings. So ſoone as he had now - 
7 — 5 — Gudy of pe ect (ann 
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\ With onefhe berooke to another 
—— o excellent endeauoury, and paints 
en, in a tew weekes he wa A help to ma- 
ny, and he inflamed the mindes of thoſe to 
loue of God who ſeemed to haue waxed 
the moſt cold. Therfore you might haue 
= the whole Roman Colledge , ſo much 
ekkindled with the burning zcale of a Di 
fine {piricand piety, that there was not a 
one, but he would acknowledge a certaine 
ular will of God therin. | 
Ido well remember that I haue ofts ſcene 
with theſe cyes of mine, when there were in 
that Colledye aboue 200-men,in the heat ot 
the Somer dayes, at ſuch time as they had 
Jeaue to tecreate their minds after their la- 
botious ſtudies, in the garden, and walkes, 
ſomeby couples, and ſome by thtee & toure 
in — 7 mc walking togeather, and for ſo 
much as I knew the mynds of them all, it w 
a thing that lam well aſſured of, that there 
was none of all thoſe copanirs, bur rheyr cõ- 
ference was of God. You would ſay that they 
bled not to recreate their mindes', bur 
feriouſly 2 — diume matters 8 

many con £ reaped no letie 
me even more aan twp did by 
their prayer it ſelfe. The which did chiefly 
fall ur in that, for ſo much as euery one 
with incredible candour diſcourred thoſe 


beauenly co vhich they had recaued 
i ] 7 Se from an or 


lghr bad 
his eandle. Andalltheſe „ 
auc 
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done ich ſo v 


all üdes, that there, Mat no on 
— — han 


returning to his fludirs, if at any time by 
thaunec it had fallen out, that 1nrecrearion 
time he had done ing Which might 
haue bene auajlcable to picty. Tbeſe were, 
the conterences of thoſe that went abroad 
to walkeFor their tecreatiõ, theſe were their 
playes and paſtimes in the vineyard, ſuch 
dayes as intermiſſion was from the ſchoo- 
les, vnto which whilſt, they weep diuetſely 
duſperſed by two, throg, and fourc in a com- 
pany talking ot holſome divine matters, it 
ſcemed that not hing could yield them more 


CONTCATINENT. 


But now in the dayes of the longer vaca- 
tons v hich is Se —— October, the 
young men which in the Roman ir 
apply themſe lues to learning, are wi 
praning themiclues fr * . to 
ſent to Freſtan to the intent chat here 
1cſtinglameriac from their ſeria 
they might 2 their 3 ters. 
Te thertore , ©  JUPCTIOuTE 
laue At that time did thes bri chat 
little booke of the imigation of 
thc lite of S, Francs, of. ” 
Sens , Jome that the life of aus 
ratings ſome one. would 
1 


- who with no fn! 


delight read oucr the act, I. Carberrne of 
Genms therc were whoſe min. 


des more iuclined to rhe deſpiſing of them. 
ſthres, were mach congrerſant in reading the 
tamous actes of tholt Bleſſed men Tor 
& lobe (vlan. — — theſt bookes, 
euety morning and e 8 two or the 
in a they went — 
2 to excreiſe their bod ie, and if 
the «Hil t hey. dex lared amongſt the- 


as t 

Angek. Ther-. 
ertraord mary retirement, was no 
ſſome to ther mindes then chert bo- 
dies, & xuery one was ech other mirrout 
to heel hiruſe lſe in, & x fur to eteſte him 
ro t r of Diuime matters 00 
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cipalſ aut hour, vH um they caſt their eyes, 


him they r . 
imbraced , to him did they apply themict- 
ues, ypon his directions did they-daily de- 
end. Which it they right not do, they 
maurned,cucn as much, as if their paſſa 
had bene intercept ed from hauing recourſe 
to ſome holy thing. and which was — — 
auaileable to their faluarion and: perfection 
of vertue. It helped forwatd vety much to 
their generall loue towards him, chat he was 
not aſw ayes fo -fet vpos rigorous 
courſes, hut as time, place and pe rns requi- 
ed. he d id with ad miruble ſuaviry; prudent. 
#0 confiderately y 'necommodace him- 
telte , = | 
Therfore though in action he was inten- 
ſely ſerious, notwithſtanding in common 
ſociety . t here appeared not io harſh , Or 
trobleſome in him, but merue lous eourteſy, 
cheerfulneſſe & affabi ty towards all. Some 
times he would caſt forth fome and 
witty flaſh: ſome other times he wold relate 
ome pleaſãt fable, or prety ſtory for mirth- 
ake ; but neuer 1. de from that 

0 eſty which becometh a Religious man. 
nd this was the courſe and fruite of 

« his life, theſe two firſt ycares which 

ucd in the Roman Colledge. | 


V. He" 


e 4 The Lifeaftlefed . 
He it fent'imta his (omnwey for the f 
rertaine griexcns di , which were le- 
rwcene the Dake of Mantua; and the Margae! 
bt brother, How be behancd bimſclje in this 

bis iomracy. 

CHAP, XXII. 

Ozartivs Gongags Lord of Saipbs- 
H ino bein 1 — Manta, that re 
gion ſubicct to his dominion, which iz in the 
protection of the Empire, was by right of 
inheritance to haue deſcended e 
the Marques his nephew , as lawfull ſucceſ- 
ſour to the ſame, if the Duke of Manns 
( whome, be by his laſt will, and teſtamem 
made his heire) had not firſt laid hould of 
the ſame. That buſineſſe cauſed Marths, the 
mother ot the Marques of Caſiilion, leauing 
the gouernement of Caftilion to her fonne 
Kgdaiph with her three younger children, to 
goers Prage. There, when Francis who at 
thi rr the eldeſt of thoſe 
three children which. I ipake of, being not 
paſt nine yeares of age, had in the preſence of 
the Emperour pronounced a good long O- 
ration, he obtained ſo much grace in his 
light, that by the conſent of his mother, he 
retayned him — his pages of Honour, 
There was afterward ſent as legate from the 
Emperour, one whome they call the Impe- 
rial! Comiſſary, who for ſo long time mi 
as his vicegercar — ahires of A. 
Pbari se, 
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ores Corrann r. rr. 407 
, till having tried-ourt the matter he 

ſhould adiud ge it to the one, or other party. 
The cauſe bein, di ſcuſled, ſentence is giuen 
ypon Marques ide, as next allied in 
conſanguinity ro him that was deceaſed, 
Norwithſtanding there wanted not certaine 
he lliſi inſtrumentes, who by falſe rts ſo 
much blowed the coles of this diſſention 
betwee ne the ſe prince ly coſens, that offeces 
and ſuſpicions daily increaſing, this triall 
about the right of Salphario, which hitherto 

receaued only a ciuill debatement, was 
accounted but one of their lighteſt d iſſen- 
tions: & now ſo many were the accuſations 
that were laid againſt Marques Rodeiph, that 
ſome great maſſaker was feared. What ſhall 
Ifay?Info much, as both Archduke Feral 
nana brotherto Maximilian the Emperour, 
and alſo other illuſtrious men, had often at- 
tempted in vaine to make agreement be- 
tweene them. 

Theſe matters being brought to the vt- 
moſt danger, it came into the minds of Efleo- 
or 4 e. M arths,the one the mo- 
ther of Duke Vincentiar , the other of Mar- 
queſſe Rodmiph , as being moſt defirous of 
peace, and willing to rake away the ſubiect 
of this publike miſchiefe , that chere could 
not be foũd any more fit — then 
Aloyſins , in theſe ſo doubttull matters. As 
who was both alwayes deere to the Duke, 


& / 


& of great — with the Marques, 
whome by the grant 


ng over of his Princi- 
Va 


ws . 1 F L 7 ”_ & os. TX 
| 1 wholy obliged . Thereſott 
withoutthe knowledge of both their ſon- 
nes, by-murual! conſtut, they implore rhe 
e of Aloyſins,w ho then remained at Rowe. 
eto the intent, that be might ſuſtaine no 
loſſe of that bis tranquility. of mind, or that 
he might not euen for ſo ſhort a time be en- 
lar ged trom his Religious diſcipline, at firſt 
did with great auerſion of mind, with. draw 
himſclfe from interpoſing in thoſe troubles 
{ome conteſtations. Burt afterward hauing 
by his, and his friends prayers ſetiouſly re 
commended the whole matter vnto God, be q 
asked counſell of F. Nobert Bellarmive bis (on . 
feftarins. He, when he had alſo humbly dealt ſ 
2 

f 
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with God what was beſt to be done in this 
caſe, made anſwere vnto him in theſe wor- 
des: Thou maiſt goe , Aloyſus, I do veri- 
ly thinke thou ſhalt obey God heœerein me 
urcly thou ſhalt. M hen he had rec caued this 
voyce, as ſent from an oracle , he ſo cqually 
diſpoſed his mind, that he was willing o be 
at the diſpoſal. of F. Generall. In the meaue 
while Eleonora the Arch- Duches, te ſup o- 
hog whatexcuſe c Aloyſius would'make at the 
firſt ,for ſo much as ſhe thought that next 
ynto God, that ſeemed the only meanes to 
divert thoſe imminent diſcommodities, 
wich all that it was no way eſtranged from 
any Religious nſtirure,to —— men 
that eminent place ſo neere of kin to him /in 
That it is an office of Charity) ſhe dealt with 
his Superiours, that they 224 
e 
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Thertore itwas 


ſend him ro Mantwis, & it 
as the requeſted : whieli in like manner we 
read in the — Noble Lad — — 

Aloyſiar now t t o y | 
ſtudy of Diainir polls om ſo much as it was 
their Autumne- Vacation) lived with many 
others in Freſcati , when Fa. Rpbert Bella 
mne comming thither, bringeth a com- 
maund from Fs, Generel , that he ſhould 
returne to Rome , and take his io with 
all ſpced tor Manta, and C aftilion; He _ 
ing no longer, then about the ſpace of a 
quarter of an houre , & left all vs his eomęa- 
nions grieuouſly lamenting , for that we 
ſhould ſo many monerhs want his company 
and the fruite of his holy example. We all 
followed him beyond a certaine vineyard, 
which belongeth tothe Colledge. 

In our returne Fa Robert Bellarmrive encring 
into commendation of this young mans ver- 
tues and ſanctity, not without a lingular re- 
monſtrance of his great affection towards 
him, declared many things, which very 
much moued our mindes with piety. There 
in particuler he proſeſſed, that he thought, 
that the grace of God was confirmed vpon 
bim. Morcouer he faid', chat he could nor 
imagine what other courſe of life S. Th 
of Aue being a young man could follow 
then — which «Al did: which words 
wheras they were ſpoken in the hearing of 
divers men, and committed to me ory, 
they were willing alle to teſtifie the 
publike 


Teras Tage NN rene TRENT 


V 3 


raey, hefirſt went to take his 
— of the Cardinalls his kinſmen. Here 
ing in the preſence of (ardinell Roborca, 
and being ouercome with a ſuddaine fairs 
ting-fit out ot the debility of his macerated 
y,he was laid dow ne vpon the Caidinals 
bed. He atterward reproued Aloyjus tor his 
too much aſperiry in extenuating & vexing 
his poore body, & exhorteth him that here« 
atter be would take a more diligent care of 
his health. Vnto whome he replied, that he 
did as yet fall ſhort of that, which fs duty 
required. | 
here was giuẽ ynto him as a companion 
in his iourny, one of the lay - brothers, a diſ- 
creet man, ento home was committed the 
care of «Aloyſius his health,; and commaund 
was giuen to «Aloyfius himicife , that in all 
thinges truly that belonged ro his health, he 
Mould follow the precepts of this his com- 
panion, Father — (orbonclias, a graue 
man and one that had deſerued very well of 
the Romane Colledge , not ignorant with 
how grieuous hcad-aches «Aloyſius was v 
ed, perſuaded him as carneſtly as he cold, 
thatto defend him from the ſunne he would 
vpon the way carry an Umbrele. But he cold 
not preuaile with him. 
dey in the morning that he was to 


orte, a paire of bootts was brought 
his chamber, which a ccrtaine mores 
| * \ great 


take 
into 
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Aloyſi Gongeage,'* (Lib. 77. 
great had worne, and that, when 
vasgoingto get them on, was rould him by 
acertaine perſon. Aloyſius hearing this , and 
fearing leaſt they ould be giuen him tor 
— ue them to vnderſtand that 
be was no white at all delighted in them. 
Therfore as he was drawing them on, he of. 
ten looked vpon them, as if he had oughe 
for ſome occafion to except againſt them. 
This his companion perccauing : what fault 
u there, ſaid he, in theſe bootes, do they not 
fit your leg? when he gaue him no anſwere: 
— — he, Iwill take theſe away fro you, 

bring you another payre that will fir 
you better: thertore carrying them into the 
next chamber, wherin the riding furniture 
was kept, he changed them not, but brin- 
geth them backe, only wapped v in another 
forme, & wiſheth him̃ to trie whether cheſe 
perhaps may be fitter. Ale ſuppoſing 
that they had bene another paire , when he 
had put them on verily ,ſaid he, theſe ſeeme 
to ke me very well. And atterward he made 
vic of them. 1 

He went from Rome the 12. of September 
the yeare of our Lord 1589. togeather with 
Fa . Bernardinas Medices his very familiar 
friend, who was ſent from his Saperiours to 
Alu, to interprere the Scriptures publi- 
kely. Ia all that iourny he neuer omitted bis 
cuſtome of praying, examining his con- 
icience, reciting the Litanics , and perfor- 
ming other offices of piety. He neuet, whe. 
V 4 ther 


$4 


| or vpon his 


of x - : © 
"ther it were. np 


maintained any other diſtourſc,thenof 
ty and celeſtiall chings ders very — 
piouſiy and reuerently thoſe hackney. men 
that rid in his company, attended vnto his 
ſpcach , laid themſelues wholy open vnto 
im, ncucr departed trom his fade , adored 
him like ſame celeſtiail ma. W hic h you ſtall 
rarely diſcouer in thoſe kind of people. 

He did in ſuch ſort retuſe certaine fuper- 
fluous offices of courteſy of a certaine old 
man, which ſcemed vnto him to paſſe the 
viuall bounds of Religion, and to be attii- 
buicd tothe condition of his quality or fot- 
tune, ot to ptoceed out of the immode tate 
Jouc ot a cettaine Father towards him; that 
ncicher by that Father, not by any of the 
cit, would he ſuſlet his feet to be waſhed, 
as thecuſtprac i to doc to men of the Socie- 
ty u heu they-cume as traucliers, Yea verily 
he afhi med to a certaine companion of his, 
that the private afle ction of that Father to- 
-wards him, and his ſo much officious deli- 

cacy, did in no ſort pleaſe him. 

t was ſweet dnto him to ſee a far off Flo. 
rence, the mother ot his firſt piety and cele- 
-Rtiall ferusur. From thence, leauing behind 

him Fa Beynardine Meatces, u home his kinſ- 
men of the houſt of Medices, principall men 
ot that Cuty, tor ſome certaine dayes kept 
* ith them, wet ſtrarght forward to Boloms. 
8 ſoonc as he came thither, f reſemly he is 
Au ounded with a ring of Fathers t _ 
US 0 
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Aloyſius Gong. T tb. 1 x 
Colledge, with whome was already erlebra- 
ed the tame of his ſanctity, & ſtraight way 
be ſtrikes into diſcourſe with them of Di- 
vine matters. He ſtayed there one whole 
day, which day wherasby the Rectours c6< 
maund, the Sacriſtane was to take him to 
viewthe Citty, at his going out of the houſe 
he requeſted himthat he would lead him to 
no place, without it were to ſome Church, 
or to ſome houſe remarkable for Sanctity: 
Fot in other be tookie no delight. He doing 
according to his will going to two or three 
houſes, which were of moſt note in that 
Kind, brought him back -againe home. 
When he came ro4 certaine lune , which 
is within the Domi#ion of Ferrers betweene 
Bolonis and M antes, the lune keeper allot. 
ted to them both a chamber which had but 
one bed. Aloys his companion admoni- 
ſheth this man priitately , that it is the eu- 
ſtome of Religious men to lodge no more 
then one in a bed. That he ſhould therfote 
fit them with another bed. He denied this 
to be in his power to doe, for that he refer 
ued the reſt of his beds, for N 
pleated that night to lodge in his Iune. Bur 
then «Aloyſius wiſtheth his companion to reit 
quiet, who began to intreat mort'cartieftly 
and to enter into paſſion. Vnto Whome he 
replied t Verily , this-Inne-houlder kee. 
pes his beddes for Gentlemen, 'as 055 | 


were har 'Clownes t Aud 42 
to make ſome better account- of you. 
Aloyſins 


= 


there is no re<ſou, why we ho tx. 
ceps again h. But, late that euening, when 
as no man elſe came thither , his tellow pre- 
vaiicd with the Hoſt. 


What he did at Mantua, what at Caſtilion, os 
de xteromſty he carried himſelſc in the buſineſe, 
that be negotiated. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


E ix d arriucd at Manta, forth-with 
he vent to ſalu owores of Auflris, a 
principall woman, graue of yeares , and fa- 
mous for innocency of life, who very much 
reioycing to ice him once againe — 
entertaining him with great loue 

ſometime with him in familiar (peach. rom 
the ſelfe-ſame Mate ſhe certified his bro- 
ther of his arriuall,and hc immedia- 
rely ſent ſuch as ſhould conucy him to C 
Hillion. Going thither he ſent no meſſenger 
before him, but ſo ſoone as he came to ( 
hen , mecting a man by chance he willeth 
him, to giue notice tothe Marquelle that he 
was at had. He diuulgeth this report throgh 
all che ſtreets ofthe, dowuc. Therfore an in- 


nice multitude 05, peegle, partly Rood in 
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ſes, and vpo 7 EN 
ofynwonted ioy and piety gin a ſolenihe md. 
ner rũg their bels, t red off their great 
ordenance: the citizens at his pallage by, hũ- 
bly worſhipped him vpon their very knees: 
ſo famous doubtieſſe was the opinion of 
his ſanctity. Of all which Honours it is an 
incredible thing to ſay, how much he was a- 
ſhamed. The Marqueſic deſcended to the 
very foot of the Caſtle to receaue him. He 
had ſcarcely ſtepped out of his coach, bur a 
certaine man of that Dom mon re ly ing conſi- 
dently vpon the preſence of ot, throw - 
ing himſclte proſtrate at the fret of the Mar- 
queſſe,beſcecheth on of him for I know 
not what fault. The Margueſſe requeſted. 
Bleſſed «Aloy/ims, to beare witneſle, that he 
did freely pardon, and remit him of all that 
puniſument, which he had thought to haue 
taken on him. Being entred into the Caſtle 
vith the Marqueſſe, ver — Courtiers & 
others, after their ace manner ſtiled 
him Idea and gaue him” the terme 
of his Excellency , which appellations did 
borh grieve, and ſhame him. 
He tound not his mother at (ftilios, who 
was Ia. miles trom thence, in the rowne cal. 
led 4 um but being certified of his cou 


mim by a meſſcnger that was ſent to ber, 
the day after with her two children being 
very little ones, ſhe returning to (oft 
to that pallace where ſhe was ont to 


her " 


BE " 1 The Lifeof Blefed 
2 aboade which wat ſomewhat =” 
trom which was the Marqueſſes, the gi. 

% vnderſtand of her ari 
When he together with his companion v 
come vnto her, he was rat her inte rtained u 
ſome ſacred thing. then louingly as a Sonne. 
For wheras, both her Motherly affection 
might haue vrged her, and no one was pre- 
ſent home ſhe needed to ſtand in feare of, 
notwithſtanding ſhe neither kiſſed, nor im- 
braced him, but preferring veneration be- 
fore her Motherly loue, bowing dow ne her 
head to the ground ſhe ſaluteth him at his 
hrſt comming. And no meruaile. For from 
his very childhood, ſhe held him for a Saint 
and called him her Angell. All that day be 
beſtowed with his Mother, gining order 
that his companion ſtiould be partaker 
wit nelle of all thofe ſpeac hes which they v 
ſed concerning the mannaging of that eauſe. 
But ſo ſoone as he perceaued, that his pre- 
ſence did ſomewhat abridge the mother 
from her conſidece in talking with her ſone, 
taking ſome occaſion, he conueyeth him- 
ſelfe our of doores,and betaketh him to his 
beades. After a certaine time returning, he 
finderh them both cloſe ypon their knees at 
pray er. In the cucning all bein g departed to 
their chambers , Aloyſiu demaunded % his 
companid, hy he had parted from hi 

to whom he ſaid, that it ſeemed vnto him a 

thing very vnciuill, that wheras his mother 

huing in a place ſo far diſtant, had obtain ed 
| leaue 


uet li 
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leme of Father General to affoard ber the 
copany of het ſonne, that when: he was pre- 
ſent ſhe might not enioy him freely, & vixer 
ber whole mind vnto him. That the rfore be 
yould willingly be preſent,as he commaum- 
ded him, when he ſpake with other Noble 
women, his mother only excrpred. Neither 
did Aloyius reply any thing to that his an- 
were. 

He continued diuers dayes at ( aſlilion, in 
which he was particulerly informed from 
the Marqueſſe and others, of the buſineſſt 
and diſlentions that were betweene bim & 
the Duke of Manta. In the meane time it 
in au incredible thing to declare hat excels 
lent documentes of vertue he gaue ſtill ro 
them all, euery where vpon all oportunities 
he would neuer goe through the tou ne but 
on ſoote, although it was alwayes the plea» 
ſure, both of his mother and brot her t hat he 
ſhould be attended vpon with a coach, & 
great was the concourſe of them that came 
to ſalute him t hat he was forced alwayes to 
goe with his hat in his hand. He dealt pegs 
miſcuouſly wich euery one, with ſuch humi.- 
lity, mildueſſe, and ſubmiſsion, as if he had 
bene an Vnderling to them all. He neuer 
ſuffered himſelſe to be ſerued by any ſtran- 
er. If he ſtood in need of any thing, he r 

P , 


ther requeſted his companions he 2 
— 


from him truly he would admix no o 
the others awne accord, and in à manner as 
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but that which was ne ceſla 7 offered 
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gainſt his will. For he was wont to ſort 
owne neceſtities, whilſt others withourany 
requeſt of his, were moued even from God 
to aſsiſt him. And had it not ſeemed 
otherwiſe to the Superiours, that he asked 
counſell of, he would not haue lod 845 hut 
Mothers, or Brothers, but in the Arch 
Prieſts houſe. 

So long as he remained at Caffilion, he 
vſed great continency in all things. T hertore 
he neuer asked any thing in his mothers 
houſe. What ſhall I hytwhen he was oppreſ- 
fed with winter, and very could blaſts , and 
had need to haue chaged his garments, not- 
withſtanding he could neuer be perſuaded, 
that his friendes ſhould prouide them for 
him, but after that he had giuen the Rector 
of Breſtia to vnderſtand of his, and his com- 
panions wants, he receaued gownes , and o- 
ther neceſſaries from him. Which others bad 
worne before, for new ones he would not. 
His Mother intrcating him very carneſtly 
that he would accept two Mantwan ſhirts, of 
which one ſhe offered ro himſelfe, the othet 
eo his companion, he ſaid , it was not in his 
power to accept any of thoſe thinges, which 
with ſo free a mind he had renounced, Ne- 
uertheles ſhe ceaſed not to deale with Al 

his companion, t hat he wold intreat him 
to rectaue them. He commeth to him in the 
morning, when he was ypon the point of ri- 
{ing, and offereth him one of them, & when 


he refuſed it: your mother, ſayth he, out — 
r 
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— tAloyhu Cortard LI. 
Ferlouc towards God beſtowerth this vpon 
jou, in way of almes. Aloyſius hearing the 
name of Almes, & conſtrained by the com- 
maund of his companion , made no further 
repugnance. In like manner his other line 
nens, which were giuen him in the Roman 
Colledge at his departure, being now almoſt 
vorne our, his mother could not obtaine, 
his acceptance, of a ſmall number of others 
which according to het tender loue ſhe had 
made for him, but be rather defired that his 
old ones mould be mended. Ar laſt his come 
od nion, neceſſarily preſſing him, re hearſin 
* ikewiſe the forelaid title of Almes, wit 
mucha doe , compelled him to take à very 


w. ſmall part of chem. 

* He neuer gaue any commaund, either to 
— thoſe of the houſe or ſtrangers , and in that 
6 Houſe he conuerſed modeſtly and circum- 
4 bea, like ſome Pilgrime or Beggar, who 
* tor Gods ſake had bene receaued into forme 
ly BY Hoſpitall. When for the diſpatch of buſt. 
Y veſſe he defired to meer with the Marques, 


for ſo much as he would not interrupt 
him at that time, or be ſummoned at any o- 
ther time, he ſtayed for entrance in the out. 
ward chambers, At his table there was nd 
reaſon, but that he might haut bene ſerued 
after the manner, of other men. Bur in . 
mothers houſe , who deſircd nothing mon 
then to be obſcruing to her ſonne, challen., 
ging vnto himſelfe more liberty, he intrea- 
ted that his cup might not be ſetued him yo 
1 = por 
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pon a plate after the manner of Princes bit f 
that according to the ve of the Society, it U 
might be ſet by him , vpon the table. m 
ing were both his mear, and his drinke IN hi 

ori m 
ot 


ng to his cuſtome. Neither was he 

rious of what fort ee 
the daily practice of refrayning his appeti- ¶ ue 
te, ſeemed vtterly to haue taken away his tei 
tall. IF his mo her gaue him any thing that I "© 
was good, or that ſhe ſaid to be better then In 
other things, he returning ber thankes, af. I pa 
ter abſtained from it, He was wont to fayro 8 io 
his companion: Dews bone! quam bene nobirrſ co 
dom: ? Mihi cert quilibet nofter , qa I 
funis viltas, maioris, quam dapes omnes , quibus fl '© 
menſe onerantur , cibi eſſe videtwr : Good 

[ how well accommodated are we at 0. 
our houſe? verily me thinketh euery diſh of 
ours,how fender ſocuer, ſeemeth to be bet- 
ker meate, then all the dainties with the 
Which theſe tables are loaded. 

He would neuer ſuffer any ones help in 
putting on, or ot his clothes: no, not fo much 
a that of his companion; The Hue which 
had byn made in his left ar me, he dreſſed ſo 
carefully, without any ones helpe, that his 
companion comming in the meane time, and 
Whilſt he endcauoureth to teach him ano- 
ther way how to lap ir, purting his finger a 

le towards him, he ftraight-way wiſhed 
him not to touch him. Such was his mode- 
ſty, and ſo carefull was de, not to commit to 
ay other, that which be was able to per- 


forme 
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A. us Comgat „ Tt. It 
forme don In his mothers, and if com. 
veniently he might, in his brothers houſe, he 
made his owne bed; likewiſe he readily lent 
his helping hand to his Companion in the 
making of his. Bur the ſeruãts of rhe Court” 
obſerulng that, were very carefull to pre- 
uent him with their diligence. He did fo yt» 
terly negleR all care of his health, that he 
neuer ſo much as tooke it into his conſide- 
ration , but by the admomiſhment of his cõ- 
panion. He was very much delighted with 
ſolitude, Bur he had leaſt averſion from the 
company of his mother, who both was 4 lo- 
ucr of piety, and ſtood in ſome need of com- 
forr. | 
ln the mornitrg , after that he was riſen 
out of his bed, het nt one whole houre in 
aycr; he was preſent ar Maile , the greater 
anonicall prayers he recired cucry day;his 
beades likewiſe , and theie ſomerimes with 
bis companion, in ſuch fort as that they anſ- 
wered one another «her the manner as they 
vie to ting. If in rhe ay time he could get 
any ſpare leaſure, he would ſay to his fellow, 
Frater © mms panli ſper precatem:Brother let ys 
gc a little to prayer. Before he gaue him- 
ſelte to reſt, he * the Litanies and exami- 
ned his conſcience. He confeſſed his finnes ro 
the Archpricſt , and euery Feſtiuall day he 
went into the chiefe Church which is that 


of the Saints Ng. and (Af, to beare | 
y Euchariſt, 
of 


Maſle,and receaue the moſt 


t which time an infiaite nunibet of people 
X re ſot. 


$2.2 The Life of Ne 
reſorted, to behould him, not withour apes 
of loue towards him, & griefe for the 
of ſo good a prince. That day which he rk 
came thither , the Church was filled with ſo 
at a multitude of men, that came to ſet 
im, that he was minded to haue vſed ſome 
ſpeach to them, and to exhort them all to (4 


care God all rhe dayes of their life, and fre» i 7 
2 the holy · Sacraments. Not ithſtas- * 
ing he abſtained, for ſo much as he thought I 1 
to beginne firſt , from giuing examples of MI . 
vertue , from the houſe he ſprung off, com- 
poſing hiſt his brothers buſineſſ s 
He never gaue any the leaſt ſharpe word © 
to his companion, he neuer ſhewd himlſelk I t 
offended u ithany thing t hat he. did, but be I 1 
would rather giue placc to his opinion, and of 
with great miſdneſſe ſo order his mind, tha WF © 
it might agree alwaycs with his iudgmet; he I g. 
would giue care vnto him in all things, tha I 5. 
belonged to his hqalth: and his companion — 
ad mixed his ſanctity, and was very much ta- „ 
ken with his cand dur and fincerity , which 1 


he diſcoucred in all his actions; in ike Mane 
ner with that his excellency of mind, her- 
by he made no account of mortall affaires, 6 
and humane conſiderations. 

In that time they had made many iout- 


vnto 


nics to cather,as to Breſcia, Manta, and o- 
ther places, x hither the diſpatch of thcit bus 7 
ſineſſe called them. There ſometimes vpon Ml n 
the way Aloyſins transferred his mind from cl 
thoſe thinges which he Aw with his cycs, MN ; 
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ro God, and centred into good long ſpea- 
ches of Diuine matters, c fwhich,cuct when 
his fellow ſeemed to be wearied ot to caſt in 
fome by- ſpeaches, he would make no end. 
This appeared once, when he was to goe to 
(lr-Godfrey , to deale with his vncle At 
fhonſar, Lord of that place, whole inhert- 
tance he had ſucceded in, if he had not made 
choyce of Religion. Ar his departure the 
Marqueſſe commaunded certdine ſeruants 
to attend him,whome not preſuming in hit 
preſence to retuſe, ſo ſoone a3 he was gone 
out of (tilton , he ſent them ali from him, 
afterward it came to paſſe, through fault of 
the Coach-man who had loſt his way, that 
they came to Cattle-Godfrey two houreg 
Ater fun- ſer, the gates being now ſhut. And 
ſor ſo much as it is a tou ne very well fotti- 
hed ,ro which no entrance at that time of 
night was wor to be allowed, the watchmen 
were particularly to be informed, who they 
were, and from whence they came, and the 
muſt Ray ſo long til che Prince himſeſte was 
certiſied of all Along time after, be hold the 
gates are ſer open, the bridge let-downe, 
there iſſueth forth a great number of Gent 
lemen, pages to the Prince carrying torches. 
In the very entrance of the rowne a great 
company of armed men ſtanding vpon bot R 
ſides of the ſtree tes, guard him paſſing in che 
middeſt of them from rhe gate, tothe Priu- 

ces pallace. The Prince himſelfe going to 

meet hum, receaned * great ioy = 
- yu. 


The L. 
— And accõ pnying in to his cham» 


ber,which was all decked-vpin Royall man- 
ner, and furniſhcd with magnificent beds, he 
ue place tb him for a time to refreſh him- 
Pike. here Aloyſius as being much eſtranged 
from theſe things, ſo ſoone as he ſaw him- 
ſelfe oucrloaden with ſo many honours, and 
brought into that lodging ſo richly furni- 
—— to his fellow he wy: Denny 
oc veſpere ſit propiti is; quo tandem ob pecta- 
14 her wp ala Asi few bee conclawia, het 
le los nrauto tandem nobis melia eſſet, procul 4 
hi obſequjs & oportanitatibus, in cubiculs ili 
noi rn nad, vilibu/7 leflis iacere ? God be mer. 
citull ynto vs this night: and uhit her at laſt 
are we fallen for our ſinnes?do you lee theſe 
chambers, theſe beds ? how much better! 
ray you, were it for vs, to lodge far-of 
omtheſe obſeruances and dangerous oc- 
caſions, in thoſe naked chamber, and poort 
beds of ours? Therfore to one impatient of 
ſo many honours all things feemcd tedious, 
— diſpatched his Pulinelle he might 
epart. 
herfore the day after, he returned to 
Caftilion, from v hence having receaued ſuf 
ficient inſtructions of all things, to the end 
that he * diſpatch with the Duke, he 
lleth to Manta. There for certaine wer- 
ces comming, and going he made his abode 
in the Colledge of the Society, yielding vn- Mt 
to all ſo notable an inſtruction of ſan 53 | 


that the Fathers that then liued there, to this il | 
ven 
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Aloyſins Gomgaga, T Lib.rt. | 
very day, do declare certaine admirable 
things of his modeſty, humility, contempt 
of himſelfe, obſeruance and reuerence to- 
wards others, his incredible grauity of man- 
ners, which was ioyned with ſingular ſince- 
rity, and candour of mind in his conueria- 
tion. 

He had his mind alwayes alienated from 
theſe mortall things, and placed vpon God, 
as one ſtraytly ioyned vnto him, in ſo much 
as he ne it her did, nor ſaid any thing, but he 
ſeemed to haue regard to him, as a witne 
and (peQatour. Therfore the Fathers beheld 
him as an excellent maiſter-peece of all ver- 
tue, and hauing beheld him were more and 
more inflamed with piety . For from his very 
countenance there ſhone ſo great a ſplen- 
dour of lanctity, that they affirmed oy br 
held therin the expreſſe image of B. Charles 
Borromæs / the Cardinall. There gouerned at 
that time the Colledge at Maut F. Pre 
Malawolta, in times paſt placed there 
B. F. lenatins the firſt — er and parent of 
our Society. He yr — good triall of 
this young mans ſanctimony and grauity, 
thought it not amiſſe tor him to make a ſer. 
mon to this Colled ge of Fathers vpona cer- 
taine friday ; which oifice the cuſtome is to 
impoſe only vpon Prieſtes , and thoſe well 
ſtept into yeares and authority, but neuerto 

thoſe that are voyd of prieſthood. He being 

ſomewhat baſbfull at firſt — 

obeyed him, and vpon _ words of C 
5 3 


our 


Phe I iſe of Blefled 
,-4 Lord: IIc 1e tem u, Vt diligati 
Annicen, ſicut dil vos; This is my commaũd, 
Chat you loue another, as I haue loued you 
u ith ſo great teruour ot a Diuinc Spirit and 
efficacy he cxhorted them to charity amoyſt 
themiclucs, that he rauiſheth them all with 
merucilous contentment. 

He begins afterwards to negotiate with 
the Duke the buſineiſle that he came abour, 
potwithitanding he did not htſt attempt i 
with mortall men, befoxc he had commen- 
ded it to God, in whoſe hands are the hart 
ot men, of u home he bad allready betought 
that he would put a limit to thoſe fearctull 
buſine ſles: That, wheras it was manifeſt by 
publike teſtimonies vpon record and by the 
ver cuent it ſelfe of the matter, verily @ 
his biſt meet ing with the Duke, in the {pace 

an houre and a halfe, hauing compoſed al 
differences, & obtay ned all thinges which he 
requeſted , he put an end to that his imploi- 
ment. And allthough the Duke had beene 
by ſclaunderets much exaſperated with in- 
Sen agaynſt the Marqueſle , & Aloyſm 
Who was ncerer of kinne to the Marqueſſe 
the to the Duke, might to one that ſhold af · 
tet a humane manner conſider the matter, 
haue moucd ſuſpition of a mind too partials 

inclined to one parte: Neyther truly 


were there wanting cauſes ro the Duke, by 
pretence of which he 
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might haue reiected 
Aloyſius his inceeatyes , as who-neyther by 
Princes,nor Noblemen „who likewiſe had 
| mcdia- 
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Aloyſ Comgag +. Lib:11, 
n 1 peace- makers, would neuer ſuſ- 
fer himſelfe to be forages notwit 
after that he found in him ſo Saintlike a di 
poſition, and vpright iud gement of mynd, 
deuer ſo much as attempting any deniall, he 
felded , and promiſed that he truſting in 
fi goodnes and equity, would doe all thing 
as it ſhould pleaſe him to determine. | 

There were not wanting ſome who did 
their endeauout᷑ to hinder,or at leaſt deferre 
this pacification,that ended ſo much to the 
honour of God : and amongſt other there 
was a man of graue authority, who perſua- 
ded the Duke, that for ſo much as it was his 
pleaſure to inſiſt in this courſe, yet he ſhould 
not condeſcend to that «Aloyſine his requeſt 
alone, but deferre the matter ſo long, till he 
might haue the aduiſe oft hoſe Princes who 
had ſpoken in this before. To this man the 
Duke anſwered, that he was aces ang re- 
ſolued euen prelently to diſpatch the buſi- 
neſſe, & that he, What he did, would do on- 
ly tor Aloyfins his ſake : for, out of any o- 
ther reſpe<t he would neuer haue done it. 
The which moued great admiration ram 
men. 

Aloyfizs receaued of Talin Petroggarius(a 
Gentleman of good worth)all thoſe artic les 
which were oblected by way of accuſation 
agaynitrhe Marques, & broghe it ſo ropalle 
that he purged himitife of them all ro t 
Duke; with which Apology , when Al- 
ſis: had brought it, he gave ample ſatisfactiõ 

4 to 


"AI Tt Life of Blefed - -. 
othe Duke, Attcrward Aloyſins returningts 

2 brought the Marqueſſe to the Duke 
of w home he was with great courteſy intee. 
tay ned, and intt(cated that be would ple 
to dine with him. and ſpend the reſt of the 
day in ſports and recreations. The Duke be. 
ing inſtant that e would likewiſe dine 
with him, hc couid not be perſuaded there- 

unto , but returned to the Colledge of the 
Society. When he had ſayd the ſame tothe 
Marques, he replyed , that yet at the lcaſt he 
ſhould be carctull after dinner to returne to 
ſee the comedy. Aloyſius ſmiling, faid that his 
companion would not be well pleaſed with 
that. At the ſame time the Duke reſtored 

Sulpharino, & all the coaſt ſubiect to the do- 

minion therof, which litherto the hey res & 

brothers of Aloyſins do ſtill to this very day 
poſleſſe. 

He perſnadeth his brother the Marques, to af- 
floſe his ſecret marriage, to the intent that 
might ah enill cxample. At Caſtilion with 
Sermon he exciteth the people to prety. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Hr Duke and — 1 being after 


this manner reconciled , to the great 

ioy and admiration of all, who held the bu- 

fines as deſperate, he ſetteth hand to the ta- 

king away of another certaine thing of cuil 

example whichthe Marques had giue to the 
world. For being enſnated with the loue 

2 certaine young woman, borne truly of an 


honeſt 


Aloyſius Gompgags:  TLib. 2. — 129 
honeſt — ot parentage for their de- 
gree ſufficiently rich, but far vnequall to his 
calling, he had commaunded this maid, who 


{to 

uke 

1 

K by chaunce was gone one day aut of her Fa- 
t 

de. 

ine 


thers houſe, to be brought away in a 

ſecretly, and that very well guarded on eue- 
ry ide, to a certaine Grange-houſe of his, 
re- © which he vſed for his pleaſure. Furthermore 
the W wheras blind and youthfull feruour io 
the WW with great power, had thruſt him 
be FF into this diſgracefull ſtaine : norwirt 
to ding ſo much preuailed in his mind the feare 
his ot God and good education, that he deter- 
th mined not to enioy her intully, with Gods 
cd diſpleaſure, but in lau full wed locke: and ra- 
other ſtaine his family with ſome little ble- 
4 mic, then plunged in mort all ſinne, & con- 
ay tinually voyd of Gods grace, to make ſhip. 


F 


* both of the maides ſoule, and fame. 


long 


7 herfore hauing obtained leaue from the 
„ Biſhop,ro take her (ſecretly to wife the 28. of 
10 October the yeare 1588. before the Arch. 


pricſt and neceſtary witnelses , he was ioy- 

ned to her in marriage, and enioyed her all. 

ay es aftet in lau full matrimony. But for ſo 
er much as he feat ed, leaſt that by this alliance 
at he might incenſe his other Kindred, & chie. 
u- fly his vacle Alphon ſus, vnto whome he was 
L- to ſucceed in the dominion of Caitle-God. 
il frey, he concealed it, not only from him, 
z but from his mother alſo. She therfore as 
of being ignorant of this marriage, intreateth 
in Aloyſius , that according to that authority 
which 
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which he had with the — , (wth 
whome he might aſcribe , nor only that hi 
title of Marque ſate, & all his riches, but cu 
this his amity with the Duke, and peacrabk 
face of his affaires) he would endeauour to 
effect, chat he ſhould breake of fro the fami. 
liarity of this Gyfle. Aloyſia truly perfor. 
med this taske very diligently. Bur the o- 
ther framing one excuſe after another, et- 
deauoured to dilpatch-away his brother, & 
otract time, but ſo notwithſtanding, t 
promiſed to be ruled by him. Alcyſtas co- 
fidering, that what in preſent he did not, in 
time to come he ſhould haue no power to 
obtaine, put his brother in concluſion to 
promiſe him to follow his Counſell, & for 
io much as he was ftraight way to goe to 
Aal that he would come rhither , enter 
into conſideration of this matter, and finally 
be ordered by him in all. 
+  Aloywns hauing receaued this promiſe the 
25. of Nouember the yeare 1589. tooke his 
way to Miles, and there falleth to his accu- 
ſtomed ſtudies, and functions of piety . A- 
bout lanuary Rodalph the Marques , to pet- 
forme his promiſe, himſelfe likewiſe took 
his iourny to Millen and timely in the mor- 
ning vpon a feſtiuall day, when Aloyſins, ha- 
uing receaued the B. Euchariſt , was in the 
Quire ſeriouſly giuing thankes to God, he 
commeth tot Colle e: the porter com- 
meth to him in haſt, and telleth him in his 
care, that his brother the Marqucſse was 
| preſent, 
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(Aloyſlin Gonzaga: Lib. rr. 
preſent, with a great attendance, and cou 
not long ſtay. Aloyſis giuing backe no an- 
ſwere, continueth two whole houres vpon 
s knees immoucable,and then at laſt gocth 
to the Marqueſle. He diſcloſeth vnto him 
from the very beginning the whole courſe 
of that which had paſscd, and that he was 
lawfully married to that young woman. It 
much comtorted Aloyſius to vnderſtand that 
he was tree from that ſinne, that had bene 
imputed to him, and from that ſuſpition of 
i living out of the grace of God. In the 
meanc while he ſaid,chat he wold aske Coũ- 
ell ot graue and learned Fathers, what in 
that cafe was requiſite for him to doe, The 
ques conſenting therunto, he both write 
to Rome and propounded it at Midas to be 
decided. Many were of opinion that the 
Marques, to the intent thanks might take a- 
way the intam of fornication , with which 
to the publike ſcandall he was charged, and 
quit himſelte of that foule example, he muſt 
ot neceſſity make open proteſſion ot his ma» 
— This opinion of the learned he did 
with ſo eſfectuall ſpeach declare to his bro» 
ther, that he induced him to what he would; 
and he vndertooke the charge ot pacitu 
his kindred. When they bad dercrmine 
this, Alayſews perſuadeth the Marques, 10 
purge himſelſe of all the ſinnes of his like 
paſt, and to receaue the diuine Euchariſt. 
So ſoone as the Marques was teturned to 


(Alias, Aloyſins alſo with his fayd compa» 
; nion 
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nion commeth thither . When he arriuel 
there the 20.0f April, he ſaid that he had i- 


tended t hit her two iournies, the firſt for tie 
world, and this for God and his Church, I woe 
meaning this buſines concerning the mar Iſl ke1 


riage. He procured that the Marques ſhould I in 
openly declare to his mother, and other Il api 
whome it concerned, the whole matter,hov I th: 
he had behaucd himſelfe in it. And Ae C 
himſelfe, to the intent that he might take I hi 
away all occaſiõ of euill example that might I ce 
ariſe herby promulgared the ſame to the I lit 
people. In like manner he exhortcd his bro. al 
ther that he ſhould vic that his wife, well& I m 
Chriſtan-like. Morcouer by his letters he b 
gaue vnderſtanding to the Duke of Manns, n 
to both the (ard. Gomgags's, who were then | 
liuing,and other Princes of his Kindred, and 3 
beſought them, that what the Marques hal I 
done, tor the defence of his ſoule from the 
danger of a grieuous ſinne, & preſeruing the I} « 
honour of that young woman, might not I * 
by any of them be taken in cuill part. From 
all theſe he receaued anſwere according to 
his deſit e. But chiefly he did his cndeauour, 
that he might approue, and commend this 
fat to «Alphonſe his Vncle. W hertorc after 
his death that dominion fell by inheritace to 

» Which atrer Marques Francu, who 
2 there at this day, exchanged with 
the Duke of M ants , tor that of Millan, 
Therfore he doth now by good right, and 
grear power goucrne at Millan, and that mo- 
| reouer 
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Aloyſius Gomgaga. CL. 77. 
reoder is by the Emperour annexed to the 
dominion of the Marques of C aftilion. 

This mariage being publiſhed , «Aloyſine 
tooke occaſion to labour, that many who 
kept concubines, tooke them in mariage, & 
n like ſort that many great diſcords were 
1 wag Being intreated by his Mother, 
that he would make a Sermon in the Great 
Church he asked therupon the counſell of 
his companion. But then he made it vpon a 
certaine Saturday, in a Church of the Soda- 
liry neere to the Church of S. N aqeriss: and 
although he endeauoured to preach with as 
much ſecrecy as might be, & therfore tore» 
bad any warning to be giuen by the Ser- 
mon- bell, notwithſtanding he found the 
Church filled with ople.He ſpake clegarly 
and piouſly ,and exhorted them all, that the 
next day after, which was Quinquageſima- 
ſunday, the laſt of their ( , they wold 
come to receaue the holy Euchariſt. And 
with ſuch ardour did they obey this his in- 
uitement, chat the Prieſtes and Monkes were 
vpon neceſſity detained all that night in the 
hearing of Confeſſions. The next * the 
morning there receaued the Euchariſt Ae. 
ſtar his mother, his brother the Marques, his 
wife, and other people to the number 
700. Aloyſins much to his comfort, and to 
the ſingular example of all, ſerued the prieſt 
at Maſſe, and thoſe that communicated with 


wine. From dinner all returned tluther 
to the cxplication of the Chriſtian _—_ 


| The Life of e 

The affaires of his family & brother he. 
ing in this manner compoſed, he intendeth- WE, 4 
his iourny towards Milan the 22. 0f March M7 
the yearc 2590. When the ſame yeare 
the . Day of March he was of the age of . 
yeares. And for fo much as in the ſbarpe 
winters coſd of Lanbardy , his bands begun g. 
to ſwelland breake,that you might even ſee & 
them runing with bloud, many taking com- 
paſhon on him, deſired him to care gloues, 


or ſome warme muffe oucr them. But all in 2 
flamed with de ſire of ſuffering hardnes, Acb- ſuc 
tempt of himicite,he could neuer be perſua- I d 
ded to arme himſelte with any of theſe kind — 


ot weake defences. ; 
Going to Millen , he turncth out of his 0f 
way to Hlacentia, where fo foone as he arri- 
uod at the Colledg, one of the Fathers goeth 
{pccdily to his chamber to ſalute him, & ac- 
cording as it is the cuſtome of the Society 
towards tholſe that eit her go to, or come 
from trauaile, to imbrace him. When he 
found him there with an old clout wiping 
his ſhooes, that ſpectacle did vebement iy (ct 
on fire the mind of this man to piety & bol- 
ſome griete: for both in his aſedt there 
ſhone-torth a certaine ſanctity, and he faw 
lum carncftly buſied in this vile pecce ot ſer- 
uicc, whom he remembred that he bad ſecne 
in cim s paſt at Parms, foriſhing with riches 
and enuisoned with a great retinue of ſer- 
wants. To conclude after he entred the Col- 
ledge 0s the Society at Made, he ſaid: Ev 


quan- 


e 


2" CO 0 ©'4S, 3» > & 


A Com. 
vm un e 
denzo domi noftre fix iſe um quali in 
i lei lrumali te mporr, i medio gel, quo prope | 
4 ſet, n mollem calentemh;leitum tr 
retar. Frenim tale ſriget 4 domicilijs vH dife 
#4; utire vide bar: tali unc ij ſdem reddit, 
hax'tatc fror. Behold how much comfort 
it giueth me, to ſee my ſelte once againe to 
have ſet- foot in our houſe ; doubtleſse no 
leſze then it a man in winter time, ſhould out 
of froſt wherwith he was almoſt froten, be 
conueycd into a ſoft and warme bed. Verily 
ſuch cold in my abſence from our houſes 
did I ſceme to feele : ſuch ſweernefſe do l 
now enioy being retourned vnto them. 


Of the excellet exIples of vertu which be rhewed 
forth of himſelfe that short time which he 
lined at Millan. 


CHAP. XXV. 


$ the fire ncuer ceaſeth burning, nor 
the light to. illuminate, nor a precious 
oyntment to giue forth fragrant odour ao 
B. Aldyſins neuer making any end, withar- 


dent prayer to inkindſe the mindes of on 


thers, nor to ſhew forth the light of excel, 
lent examples, nor to diffuſe the ſwert odour 
of vertues, which were caſhrined in his breſt, 
in cuety place was alwayes conſlant to him. 
ſelfe. And as waters, whoſe nat courſe 
hath long bene intercepted , do afterward, 
breake forth with greater tores wn view 
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in like fore A being for ſome 
certaine moneths, whi negotiateth hi 
affaires at C aſſilion, detained from his actu- 
fiomed chaſtiſements & exerciſes, ſo ſoote 
as he had once betaken himſelfe to the Col 
ledge of Millan, he ſeemed in deſit ing, and 
vndergoing them to be inſatiable. Thertore 
before he was yet ſcarcely refreſhed afterhis 
iourny,he commeth into the Refectory ing 
thrid-bare cloake, he actuſeth himſclte be- 
fore his fellows of negligence of himſelfe, & 
to the great edification of them all he requi. 
reth pennance. And as it very much deligh. 
ted him to ſee this Colledge excellent ij flo- 
riſhing with re igious Diſcipline , and the 
young me no lefle labouring with inflamed 
minds in the perfection of piety & religion 
then inthe knowledge and learning of go 
artes: ſo in like manner, as many, as ſiued 
in this Colledge , after. that this liuely ab- 
ſtra& of all abſolute Vertue began to cos- 
uerſe amongſt them, conceiued exceſſiue ioy 
and comfort. 

I muſt in this Chapter of veceſſity paſse 
duer in filence , many very commendable 
things performed by him at Millan. For 
firſt, death hath deprived me of rhe benefit 
of many men, who had bynable particular» 
ly ro haue informed me of the ſame. A- 
mongſt which one was F. Bartholomess Nec A- 
ce, who wheras he was inwardly acquain- 
ted with Aloyfins, and gouerned the Col- 
tedge at Milan with ſingular pray ſe my 
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cAloyſius Gompgard. - * Tri#nm. | 
ity deparred out of this life. Morcouer for 
ſo much a« Fr-dericws Borome's , that moſt il- 
ſuſtrious Cardinall and Archbiſſiop of this 
eitty , harh nor as yet, as he promiſed he 
rould, commaunded a certaine inftrument 
of his g ſtes to be made. Therfore Iwill on- 
ly declare a few things, Which partly by, 
thoſe who at that time lined at Men, were 
afcerward regiſtred in the publike Records, 
partely tromthe Retour of that Colledge, 
gathered truly with great diligerice at my 
req eit 

Therfore'B. AloyTis whilſt he lived at 
Milan , following the ſtudics of Divinity; 
both in rhe forenoone & afternoone ſchoo- 
ſes. was ſo conuerſant at other exerciſes of 
learning , that he would ſeeme in nothing 
exempred or fingular. And he vſed eucn as 
the reſt to haue a chamber-fellow, who al- 
wayes looking attentiue y into his conuer- 
lation, reaped much fruite of mind t herby. 

here was giuen to him to vic, the Some of 
K. Thott as nearly bound vp with the courcr & 
teaucs puilded,which hen he Dy no meanes 
could be perfuaded to haue in his cuſtody, 
with teares ke beſought his Superiour rhar 
he might change with him for an ould one. 
W hich wiil of his he deelated with To care, 
neſt an ardout of mind, that for the mittiga- 
ting of his griefe he muſt of necefiiry he cõ- 
deſcended vnto. And this Ne did, aut of His 
delire of hauing nothing dif ag frottthat 
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time hecould get 17580 fl ſtud ies all that h 
the Superiors good leaue would he beſtoy, 
in the ſervices of the Kitchin or ReteRor, 
He would draw water for the Cooke, often 
waſh the platters, pots and other veenfile, 
when hecoucred the tables in the Refedo- 
ry, to the intent that he might haue his mind 
ſtedfaſtly ſet vgon God, and might merit 
more grace, he would impoſe von cuer 
table a ſurname. That wherat the Retour 
fate, he would call the table of Chriſt ou 
Lord, The next vnto it, of our Bleſſed Lady, 
the other that were next, the tables of t 
A Martyr Confeſſours and Virgins. 
Therfore as often as ui h the prefect he co- 
ucred the table in the Refectory he ſaid, Ex. 
Piicemms nn Salnatoris , ant Doming us 
fre: Let vs ipread the cloth of our Sauiour 
or of our Lady, & after the ſame ſort would 
he call the others. In u hich office he conuer- 
{cd with as inflamed an affection & forward. 
neſſe cf mind, as if in very deed Chriſt ow 
Lord, Our Bleſſed Lady the Virgin, & other 
Saints whom he imagined himſclfe to ſetue, 
had bene to haue fitcn at thoſe tables. 

It was very plealing vnto him in recres- 
tion time to — co any with the Temęo- 
rall Coadiutors, or goc . with them, 
both becauſe he loued that kind of humili- 
ty, & becauſe he thoghr that then he might 
more freely diſcourſe of Diuine matters, & 
he reioyced to be a forwarder of all to c- 


leſtiall life. In the copany of others, oh 
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eAloyſins i” 4. F Lib. z:. 
they fare, be would thruſt himbelte into t 
loweſt & moſt incommodious place, where 
he could not ſo much as once leanc : it they 
ſtood in a ring, he attended to the talke be- 
hind othermens ſhou. ders. W hich ſurely it 
was manitcſt he did not doc, out of any 
court-cuſtome or for delicacy lake,nor out 
ot any vayne attectacion. 

There came thither vnto him à cer- 
taine man , who had bene vnder his domi- 
nion, to requeſt I know not what, which be- 
longed to his dignity of Marques. Vnto 
home he denied that he had euer any thin 
more to doe with this world, ot that he 
authority oucr any thing, which anſw ere 
truly he gaue with ſo much candour and ſi- 
gnincatio of an hu nble mind, as the ma de- 
parted, not only intormed with an excellent 
example, but cucnaſtoniſhed: There was ob- 
ſerued in him dn cxceſſiue propenhity to a 
gratefull mind, and that notwithſtanding 
lyncer: and nothing affected, out ot which 
azaine and againe,in a manner without end 
he gaue thankes for the leaſt good office 
that was done him. 

Being asked by one of the Society whe. 
ther it were a hard thing for a man that was 
delicate, and magnificent to forſake theſe 
hinges chat were ro to yo he an- 
wered, we ſieri quidem wif (Hi ſtar Domi 
na: baic tals vr — 2 — —— erat Mam 
tas, late ocales imbaerct, hoc eſt harum rerum v4. 
litate , qa longe ir ſit ti , ab ormios. 

2 Le- 
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poreret. That ſurely it could not be done, 
vnles Chriſt our Lord ſhold vnto ſuch a one, 
at in times paſt he did vnto him, who was 
blind from his natiuity , beſmeare his cyes 
eyes with mud , that is to ſay , ſet before his 
the vileneſſe af theſe thinges , which is far 
more then that of mud. There fled for te- 
fuge vnto him a certaine man ot the Col, 
ledpe requeſting (1-irituall helpe, for ſo much 
as he confeſſed that cht vertue ot his mind 
was impertect and very weake: Him be com- 
forted, allea ging the words of the Palme: 
Imperſc tum mc um viderunt oc twi, in libro 
two omucſ ribe utur: Thy eyes haue ſecne my 
impertection, and in thy booke all ſball be 
written: u hich 15 as it he ſhould haue ſaid al- 
though in ſec ing how tar we are from per- 
tection, doth miniſter vnto vs ſome cauſt ot 
dc iection ot mind, not w it hſtanding we mult 
ot neceſſity be very much recreated, when 
ve do conſider that though we arc vnper- 
ect, yet ue ate neuertheleſſe written in the 
booke of God, ho ſeeth that impertcetion 
that is in vs, not to the intent that he may 
codemne vs, but to keepe vnder our ffirits, 
and to the end that he may draw the greater 
good out of our defectes. By the pious ex- 
plication of theſe words; (to giue youa taſt 
of his celeſtiall ſpirit,) Le meruelouſly caſed 
his gricfe and encouraged his mand. In like 
manner he often did thoſe things both at 
home and abroad, by which he ſcemed litile 
to eſtecme his honour for Gods cauſc. In the 
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dayes of ſhrouetyde ſome of hit fellow - ſtu- 
dent: in learning, went into the market- 
places and ſtreets of Milan, and preached to 
the people that they found about them. He 
obtained by ſuite from the Father Rectour 
that he might be aſſociated to one of theſe 
his companions. Then did he goe about 
the ſtreeres, gather togeathet a multirude, 
and intreat thoſe wandring perſons that 
he met, that they would heare his fellows 
ſermon, and ſp fingular was his humility, 
charity, and — in requeſting them 
that very willingly they followed him. V 
ſun.dayes and fe ſtiuall dayes, he treely and 
willingly expounded the poinres of Chri- 
ſtan Religion in publike, & eaſily brooked 
the cold which at that time truly was very 
ſharpe at eMillan. ; 
Once he knew ouernight that a certairge 
companion of his, who atter the cuſtome of 
Religion was to make his vowes ſhould goe 
the next day after to beg through the ciety. 
For this at that time was wont to be done 
by thote of the Socicry to the intent that 
they might humiliare and proue themſel- 
ues, W hen thertore Aloyſtes had effected, 
that leaue was giuen to accompany hiny, 
through greatnetſe of ioy he was not able 
to containe himſelfe , bur the very fame 
day, when, as the cuſtome was, all had made 
the examination of their conſciences, He 
went to the bed. ſide of that his fellow; as it 


vereto cudgelize ynto him this good newey, 
Y 3 The 


TheLi * 
The next-day er in he begges from 
ſtreet, to ſtreet. he was ſurpriſed with much 
more celeſtiall ioy. Thertore often did he u 
it were triumphing vtter theſe words as he 
went through —— Domi ust Na. 
ler Ie for Chriftns ad banc mam ſlipem con. 
fo it.Euen atter this ſame manner did our 
eſſed Lord Ie s y 5- Chriſt crauc almes. 

In like manner at another time going 
forth in a torne garment to beg, being aske 
i certine Gentlewoman, ( who carricd 
the ſhew of a very light one) whether he 
were one of thuſt Rees which reſided at 
the Breranc Colled pe of S. Marie in Mida) 
for there the ſaid that ſhe knew a certaine 
Father. After « Aloyſius ſaid that he had his 
abode there ; Alas ! ſaid ſhee,, that miſerable 
Father, behold whether he hath beraken 
himſelfe for bis diſtruction? out of which 
words of hers tak ing oportunity, to beſtow 
vpon her the light of better doctrine, and to 
take away her crrour, he began with great 
efficacy ofa Diuine ſpirit to diſcourſe , that 
that Father was not miſerable, as ſhe ſuppo- 
ſed, but happy, and that, he had not arriued 
to diſtruction, but to a perfect life. Nay 14 
ther that ſhe, that waſted her life, amongſt 
the riches,and truly as it ſeemed, in the ma- 
nifould delicacies of this world, was in a mi- 
ſerable and vnhappy ſtate of life, and in ma- 
nifeſt dãger, of euerlaſting diſtruction. With 
which ſpeaces ſhe being moued, was indeed 
y very much touched with — 
or 
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for her 25 , and afterward without delay 
reformed her manners, 

It was his ordinary office to 2 downe 
cobwebs about the Colledge, which truly he 
performed very diligently. Moreouer he 
would obſerue whether he ſaw any Senator , 
or man of account walking in the cloyſter 
& if he did, then he would come forth ſud. 
dainly with a long pole and a beeſome tied 
at the end therof, to the intent that he 
might be eſteemed by them, à man abiect, & 
of mall reckoning , be would before their 
faces fall to ſweepe away cobwebs. Which 
was ſo vſuall a cuſtome with him, that as of 
ten as the Fathers ſaw «Aloyſius going forth 
with his pole,it was vnto them an argument, 
that ſome ſtranger of authority, was come 
into the Colledge. 

Certaine Biſhops and other Prelates had 
determined to dine at the Colledge. The 
Rectour to giue them occaſion to take ſome 
knowlcdge of Aloyſius, commaunded him to 
make a ſermõ at the table in the Refectory. 
To auoyde this taske, fox ſo much as it ſee- 
med to carry the ſhew of honour, and de. 
ſirous to conceale himſelfe, he wiſhed to be 
ſpared from it, but daring not to withſtand 
the commaund of his Superiour , verily he 
made a e and learncd ſermon of the of. 
f.ce of Biſhops. Afterward one congratula- 
ting for the happy ſucceſſe of his ſermon: he 
ſaid that nothing gaue him more content. 


ment that day , then that he was publikely 
S& noted 
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noted for a liſper. For he could not very 
readily pronounce the letter R. He often 
deſired lcaue to haue his faultes publiſhed to 
his face in the Retectory. Which twly in the 
Roman Col'edyc, he had for a time inter- 
mitted, not tollerating to be ptay Kd, when 
he defired to be teprooued. But tor ſo much 
as his mind being alwaycs von God, he gc- 
uer perceaued Rimſe fe to be ſaluted of 
thoſe that met him being openly ad mom- 
ſhed therof, he condemncd himſelſe of pride 
vnto many, and attcrward he was moſt dil 
ent in this kind, and fo endcuourcd to 
10yne his mind vnto God, that ucuertheleſſe 
he might not be wanting to this his oſſice 
ot courtely. 

He was vnto all the Colledge a ſingulat 
example of ſubmiſſion, modeſty, obedience, 
ſtudy, and Religious diſcipline. And for ſo 
much as he was adi that eſteeme of them 
all, there was no man but was willing to inſi 
nuate himſelfc into his familiarity out of the 
confidence that they had of his vertue, and 
the fetling ot᷑ his picty although he himſclte 
moſt willingly applied himſe le vnto cuery 
one as he found him moſt feruent in the ſer- 
vice of God. Quęſtionleſſe to the intent that 
conferring with them conce: ning the offices 
ot piety, he might interchangeably be par- 
taker of that celeſtiall comfort. 


The 
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The letters of F. Bernardinus Medices of the 
v:rtwes of Aloyſius ob/crucd at Millan Al, 
Fa. Acrilles Galiardy bis teffimony of his 
manucr of praying withoat diſtrattion of mind. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
Hi E being departed out of this life, Ber 


n ru eMedices, a man no leſle ta- 
mous for the vertues worthy of a Religious 
man, chen tor honourable parentage, and a 
very familiar friend to Ali , writ in this 
manner to ine trom Aide Aout, our very 
good brother, confirmed unto me , that conflancy 
and per ſcac rauce though but in ſmall matters, 
me things with bras mach cileemed, and thet 
this to him that deſired ta profit Was 4 vertac very 
1c ry. 1 12 abs Long, and in bs 
da. y canrſe, be carried himſelſe alvayes ter o 
manner. He ſaid that it Was 4 thin; jello 
to ſolo'\v a mans owne aſſe tion as Hug,. T 
th: [aſeſt way vas that which the light of kwaw- 
ledęe 2 he we. fore He aborred 
With his wn that he might is his ations come 6 
qual with the light of bis j. Not with audi ag 
be [aid that be Wat neacr able to proceed ſofar as 
that he wed him. For how much the more he en. 
d:anoured in Ai, ſo mach the more 614 bis light 
increaſe He deſired mo#t ardently to /uffer adaer« 
lity, and he ſaid once vnto me that be comld newer 


ford auy more cle are teflimony of any ones ſouth 


ty, then te ſoc him bs of 4 g29d con/tience in the 
midde if of admerſity, that is if to one 10.44 i 
ces 
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cent God obieBled gre at matter 7 ſwſſer ance . . 
thonght well of all from his very hart 
ding be did in no ſort approme , of ſinnes, the vice 
gon of which was manifcit;bat af far-forth « Am 
Was law fal, he made the beft interpretation of I 190i 
them. He did with ſiugal ar reſpe# and raden Nl be d 
admonith others of their erroari and * n- 
ner intreated to be admonithed of his. In «ll bi tho 
ftions he declared piety, charity and prudence] I U 
weary obſerned in him any lexity all the time that ced 
[ was acquainted with him, v not /o mach , the 
the very firfl motion of any pertarbation. N- vert 
thing in his manners that might be ſubic tocen- ſcar 
fare. I nexcr ſav him e fo much atin tak 
the leaft matter, newer tonegle(t any law of Rell. NY VP 
gow, Sarely he was in exerykind of vertue ſings- — 
, batin that eſpeci ally, that in ſd great accom- cll 
plirhment of vertme , he ſeemed to be ſingular in thc 
wothing which vertme truly, I indge to be of al te 
wolf eminent. And theſe thinger came to mn) 8 *© 
mind of bim at this time. 0 
At the ſame time there was a ſpeach bru - 
ted through the Colled ge, that Aloyſius ex- 
celled in an admirable ability of prayer, and 8 
that whilſt he prayed he was neuer diſtra. i © 
Qed from God: Therfore Achilles Gaia, © 
a man of ſingular learning, and authority, 7 
often entring into diſcourſe with him of ce- 


leſtiall matters, at laſt alſo he fell pon that d 
courſe of ioyning the mind vnto God with 1 
perfeQ chariry , which commonly they call ; 
vlan vnitinem, the vnitiue way: and the Di- , 


uines Theologicom myſticom , my ſticall — 
ogy. 
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Keen hedi Leder vnderſtand that . 


e other guiftes which were very lingu- 
hr, with which his mind was ſtoared from 
Almighty God, he was alſo after a certaine 
incredible mancr cloſe ioyned ro God, that 
he did daily reape the fruite of Myſtical 
Theology, that he was conuerſant about 
thoſe Diaine Texncbre of which the Great 
Dionyſias Arcop azits ſpeaketh,that he imbra- 
ced it, inioyed it — proceeded very tar in 
the ſame, Thertore handing that ſo great 
vertues , and thoſe of ſo high a pitch, that 
ſcarcely mortall condition is capable of, had 
taken fo deepe rootes ina young mas mind, 
who had hardly paſſed toure yearesin Reli. 
2a, end that he did cucn now truly poſe 
elle that degree, which very rare men, and 
thole of perfect and mature — 1 were 
wont to attaine to, no otherwiſe then by 
a certaine ynuſuall aſſiſtance of God he 
tooke therin both infinite admiration and 


joy. 
And for ſo much as , they that are ſo 
— roficients in this courſe of ioyning 
t — to God, do not without o rung 
ot ſome violence vnto themſiclues, deſce 
to the procuring of other mens ſaluat ion, & 
for the moſt parte are conuet ſant with God, 
deepe fixed vpon the contemplation of him 
and eſtranged from the noy ſe of ment he to 
the intent that he might make ſome triall of 
him, ſaid, that he did fomewhat merueile 
that this his habit of mind , was n 
* 
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v hat ſuſpected RY diſagreeiag wit 

the inſtitute of the Society. For to mucha bat 

the vocation therot 1s by promiſcuous des 
ling and converſation with all forts d 
men, to endeauour the faluatio of toules.Bu 
this myſticall tamiliarity with God , by 
pretext of good to others can be brought u 
take charge of ſoules, bur leauing the care 
action vnto other men, chooſeth to it ſelk a 
the better part which reſteth in contempl. M * 
tion. To this Aloyſins anfwered, that he truly 
if he perceaued ſuch thinges to be effechel 
in his mind which he ſpake of, he would «< 
chew the following ot them as difteriag 
from his vocation. Which a nſ{were did eue 
much morc aſtoniſh him. For he vnderſtood 
that chroughan admirable benebir of God, 
he had joyned both courſes the one with 
the other, ſo that neither that which con- 
ſteth in the enioyingof God, did hinder the 
deſire of action, nor this reſtraine the other 
of contemplation: and that conſequently 
he was placed in the higheſt ſtate ot con- 
uerſation with God, which is performed 
by loue, and the perpetuall confor mation o 
our mind to his will. To vit, the mind by 
force. of loue being lifted vp voto God, 
knowing with what zcale God burnerh fot 
the ſaluarion of ſoules, being brought 
downe fromt hat height. in which through 
ble ſſed retirement it teedes vpon the cogith 
nowot Gol, is vrged for ward with the ſpun 
of alle ton, to vndertake the buſineſſe and 


care 
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arc of heli ing mens foules. Therfore from 
hat very time «Achilles ncuet ccaſed, to pu- 
bu this ſo notable a guift beſtowed by 
God vpon Aloyſius, and that he confirmed 
thrice by writing, and by oath. 


Aloyſius is foretomld of his death by God. He is re 
caled by Fa.Generall from Millan to Rome. 
In his 10nrney at Siena he make th 4 ſermon t 


them of the Sodality of the Bleſſed Virgin. 
CHAP. XXVII. 


His Bleſſed young man was now al- 
ready, in reſpect ot his fo many vertues, 
npe for eternall glory, for fo much as tha 
Angelicall lite which he had alu ay es lead v= 
pon earth amongſt mortall men, made him 
worthy of that heauenly manſion, and the 
lociety of Angels, Whertore Almighty God 
declared that it was his pleafure ro ſend tor 
him to enioy the rewards which in ſo ſhort 
a [pace as that which he lĩiued, he had with fo 
much ſtudy and labour deferued, For when' 
as he lived yet at Millen, a litle abo a yeate 
before he departed out of this life, in the 
time of his morning prayer ben He bent 
the whole force of his mind vpon God, he 
inwardly infuſed into hima certaine Ii ut, 
by vertue of which he ho era 
Hood , that there remained bur dayes 
more for him to liue and moreouer he te, 
ccaued a eommaund, that tlus pte years 
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ſhould endeauour to liue as perfectly as 
he could, abſtracting his mind from the 
loue of all morrall — „that he ſhould 
ſerue God, and with greater care then cuer 
heretofore adorne himſelfe both with in- 
ward and outward vertues. His mind be. 
ing illuſtrated after this manner, he found 
in himſelſe a meruey lous change, & that his 
afection was much furtherthen ar any time 
betore, withdrawne from theſe tranſitoty 
thinges. This rcuclation from God, he con- 
ccaled from all, except P. UVincentians Braas, 
& a few others to whome he made it known 
at his retourne to Rome. In the meane timt 
cuen as he was wont to doe, he imploy 
himſelte in the ſtudics of Divinity. Althbogh 
in reſpect that he perceaued certaine inv aid 
incitements to be put into him, that moued 
him to ſer his whole hart vpon God, he was 
leſſe able now to apply his mind & to take 
de light in thoſe things. , 
here ccaſcd vpon him a deſire to re- 
tur ne to Rome, where he had taſted the firſt 
truires of a Religious (pirit,& that he might 
againe viſit ſo many ot his acquaintance , & 
ociate in celeſtiall matters. But for 10 
much as he determined to beware, leaſt he 
ſhold with his mind incline auy more to one 
part then another, & deſited that the u hole 
matter might be referred to the will of his 
Superiours, he alſo kept ſecret this his des 
fire. Notwithſtanding it was the pleaſure © 
God that for the c rt, of ſo many youg 
men, 


= 
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he had knit a ſacred league of friendſhip; he 
hould goe thither. Therfore Father Ge- 
netall, ſo ſoone as he perceaued , that all 
thoſe buſineſſes, for the diſpatch of which, 
he was ſent into Lombardy, were effected, & 
that winter being ouerpalled , there was a 
fit time offered, for making l is iourny, eſpe- 
cially for that the Rectour of rhe Roman 
Collodas, out of his defire of the ſpirituall 
commodity of ſo many young men, who 
were likely to profit — by his preſence 
and familiarity, did inſtantly importune irs 
hear laſt determined to recall him and or- 
der is giuen vnto me, that I Should firſt cer- 
tify him by letter of this decree. Vpon the 
pane 4 of which meſſage he conceaued fo 
much ioy in his mind, that tearing leaſt he 
ſhould exceed the bounds of moderation, 
he requeſted of Fa. Bernardine Mecaices , that 
he would ſay maſſe for him, & that he ſhold 
humbly beſeech almighty: God, that if ir 
might not ſtand with bis greater glory he 
might be fruſtrared of this his dere. Re- 
ceauing not long after a commaund from 
Fa. General himſelf, that he ſhould rerurne , 
he ſent letters vnto diucrſe full of certaine 
ſingular remonſtrances of affetion , wherin 
he allcaged the cauſes, wherfore he ſomuch 
deſired ro liue at Rome. In thoſe which he 
ſent to me, he ſayth in this manner. 1 
truly it is mo hard thing to ptrſnade you , bow 
much pleaſwre it is to me, that I am deſigned ”> 
. 
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Roman Colledge, and that I may once atuim 
fee there my ſpiritual ſathcr and brother % the 
auc aue fim it 5h. be wy hops th cnioy that fan: 
liarity which I am confident (by Go.ir (pe ** 
be rene'eed nm t απνν mi you 44d other our ſau- 
liar friendes, cncn web more ſrait: thin cue 
heretofore .I pray youu commend me particn.arly t 
them all. For untu the whole Roman (oicugt in 
general, l de with my whole bart ue 8 wad, 
and with al my , an commend my fc. He 
edcaged another can, to 4 cert un, Father Woe 
wat ance his ſrdo Now'ee, with Whome di con- 
fng of that firit n ſaęc vi ch be reccaned of the 
determination of hit comming % 10 mc, be he th 
ts th the. b with 6 MLA the marc tip i 


windlh] Wl obc » fo ſoon as hl be recalled (on, . 
if We way cal any (onntry ours berewpon (at the 
ſmrely no other Yoamid 1 NN, by] Rome, Wl 
Where I wasbegotten to IE s v 5-(hrifi as 

Phe commaund being brought voto him o. 


in the beginning of the monerh of May the 
the yearc 15yo. be beginnetb his iourny and the 
therin he tollowed the fame courſe of life 
which he did in his other. He cauſcd to bis Wl 
companion celeftiall ioy , and went bctort Il cer 
| them in his example. They, when xr d Pet? IN in, 
ccaued, that as far forth as he migin , bt 
acſired to be filent for the moſt part and in 
that he had his mind as it were abAracted th 
from his ſenſes, they did their endcauou he 
to recall him out that continuall meditan 
on. 0 4 
A gricuous dearth of victuals at that time 


. inte- 
Pl 
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inſected 120 therfore both in other places 
inthe way, and eſpecially vpon the Apenni- 
which at this day deuideth T»/tavy from 
Lombardy , they found euery where poore 
men famiſhed with hunger. At the ſighrof 
theſe a certaine Father ſaid vnto Aleyſia: 
verily God hath beſtowed a great benchr v- 
1 vs, that it was not his pleaſure we ſhould 

borne in ſo great want as theſe poore 
men. Vato whome he preſently anſwered; 
Mais vers eft, quod in Turcaram Aon nat 
ron /umas, But greater it is, that we were not 
borne amongſt the Turkes, Aloys thought 
himſclfe roo much obſerued by theſe Fa- 
thers, and according to their charity to- 
wards him to be vſed with too much curio- 
lity. Therfore he met acertaine other Fa- 
ther,and declared vnto him that he could be 
contented to make his iourny with other 
_ panions, that would make no account 
Ot him. 

Being come to Siena, he deſired to receaue 
the Fuckarif in the Chappell of 5. Catherine 
of Siena; which he had the fauour to doe, 
with great ſenſible ioy at the Maſſe which a 
certalne prieſt of the Society celebrated. Be. 
ing requeſted in the Colledge at Siena, that 
he would preach to the young men that are 
in the Sodality of the Bleſſed Virgin- Mo- 
ther, afterhe Pad romiled wo orme it, 
he betaketh himſelfe into the Quire. The 
before the Bleſſed Sacramer, meditating 
a liule time, without 9 looking mo T3 
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ooke, and * — backe into hl 
chambet, he compendiouſly ſetteth dont 
thoſe thinges which he had conceaued in hi 
mind. He made a ſermon ſo proper and ee. 
ctuall for matter of piety, that he put inte 
divers of thoſe youths(v ho were not igno- 
rant of his place and quality) a deſire to con. 
temne their fortunes, and imbrace Religion, 

any atrerward carneſtly intreated him to 
kiue them co ics of that ſermon. And actr. 
taine preacher of the Society Keepeth to this 
day, the very originall Copy of this Blel. 
ſed young mans owne hand writing,as a per- 
petuall monument of his loue towards him, 

Atter that he came at laſt to Rome, he was 
xcceaucd ioy fully, and cheerfully of all his 
companions of the Roman Colledge in ge- 
nerall, u ho ſcemed ncuet to be ſatiated with 
ſceing him, talking with him, and enioy ing 
his holy company , 


Of the accomplithed ſanfity of B. Aloyſius, 
CHAP. XXVIII. 


T is a ſentence of the Wiſeman in the 
booke of Prouerbes, (Pro.4.)Thet the life 

of Inft me, which he calleth a path, is lit that ref 
p endant light, which ſpringing from the anrkith 
ie ht of the dawning, and Whitc-thimering mot 
ng, doth flill increaſe with one degree of clear» 
ſe after another, til at laſt it dijþplay « perſeb 
ery day, effec d by the Sunnct arrinall to the 
{beſt poiut of be auc u at noode-ride. Such * 

* 
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Er *4 S . There 
forth of it euen from the very ſeauenth year 


of his age a certaine whiteneſſe of innocen- 
ci neither did he euer after ccaſe to acquire 
more and more light, as — — 
from one vertue to another, daily ſtill grow 
—_— and cleater by new merits & new 
light fro Gods till that he ſhined forth, with 
lo great grace & ſplendour, that he was not 
only ou to a perfect day, but euen as the 
Apoſtle ſaid of the Philippians ( Phil. 2.)ſce- 
med himſe lfe to be become a reſplendant 
light in the world. Bur if truly be ſhewed 
himſelfe ſuch in any time of his life heerto- 
fore, certainely in this laſt yeare of his lite, 
he gaue a conſpicuous teftimany of theſt 
things, to them that liued familiarly wigh 
him. For there ſhined in him fo perfect ver- 
tucs; and ſeated with his whole mind rather 
in hcauen, then vpon earth, he liued as it 
were an extaticall life, and abborring from 
the ſenſe of all things that were ſubiect to 
Fortune. 

So ſoone as he came to Rowe, he (aid vnto 
me, it is now a good time ſince I buried my 
friendes there is no reaſon why I ſhold take 
any further care of them. It is high time naw 
to thinke of another life. Not long after his 
comming, he bringeth to Fa. Rectour all 
his writings both iuinity and Contem- 

— amongſt them certaine other 
ntaries which out of his owne indu- 


ry he had made very learnedly vpon S. Tho- 
2 2 A 
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m4. The Rectour he cot he ſo depri. 
ued himſelfe of all his writings and eſpecial. 
ly of thoſe which perhaps he ſhould haue 
preſent vſe for? he ſaid , he did it for this 
cauſe, forſo much as he perceaued himſeltc 
to becarricd — with ſome particular at- 
fection towards thoſe things, as the ofspting 
of his owne wit: and for that he ſtood not 
affected to any other mortall thing, he 
wold alſo deprive himſelſe of thoſe things, 
that from hence forward he might have is 
mind ſequeſtred from all. 

Furthermore he had attaincd vnto a cet. 
trine exact ſubtility in trying out the offi 
ces ofa perte& lite, which were requitite to 

not only committed to memory, by all 
Religious people, bur alſo put in exccution 
For there ſtealeth vpon all men for the moſt 
part a certaine naturall ſucetneſſe, of ate. 
toycing and i(clte-cheriſhing mind, as often 
as they perceaue themſelues to be eſpeciulh 
praced, and beloued of excellent men, and 
chiefly of the m in whoſe power they are, fut 
that they by this cuident teſtimony & ligne 
declare that they are well pleaſed with thei 
demeanour: thertore oftentimes , ſome do 
not only reioyce therin themſclues, butar 
ſo make mention therof in the company of 
their familiar fricudes. Aloyſius was far ot aty 
other mind. For ſo far forth had he extis- 

uiſhed all loue of bimſelfe, and was ſo fat 
from deliring that any mans mind > 


particularly adhere to him, that he would 
nei 
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not endure himſelfe ſo much as with any 

culiar loue, or obſeruance to be affected 
the Supcriours themſelues. If any one 
a ſhew to loue hun more then any of the reſt, 
he would be fo far from anſwering 

with loue, that he conceaued griefe tor the 
ſame. Therfore thoſe that gouerned him, to 
the intent that they might doe a thing acee- 
ptable to him, they {cemed no more to 
eſteeme of him, then of any other. 

Wheras in all companies he was wont to 
be very affable, likewiſe at this time nu man 
Was more courteous, no man could poſſibly 
be of a more ſweet condition, with ſo im- 
me nie and commona kind — did he 
imbrace all. Therfore very earneſtly they 
had reeourſe to him in recreation tune , to 
heare him diſcourſe of God, of celeſtiall 
city, and of the perfection of vertue. Verily 
my lelte, ſpeake both by experience , and 
haue bene tould by othets, that many * 
ted from his company more inflamed t 
from their prayers. If he could get any one 
vato whome he knew that he might confi 
dently inlarge his mind in priuate, he decla- 
red ynto them ſuch diuine affections of his 
hart, that as men ſtroken with admiration, 
he cauſed them both to ſigh, and concrane 
a vencratSn of ſo vnuluall a coniunction 
with God . | h 
2 oo r „be au lacka- 
ide t re lence o contem 
his ations. He was a inflamed ah be 

3 loue 
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of God, thar — either there v 
mention made ot him, by the Reader at tbe 
table, or by any other diſcourſe, ſtraight. 
way his mind flowed with celeſtial joy, and 
he would giue an open ligne therof, by the 
inflammation ot his countenance, & the in- 
tettuption of his ſpeach. This tell out both 
ar other times, and alſo once at the table, 
when he hearing certaine things read of Di- 
uine loue , on the ſuddaine he ſenlibly per. 
eraued, from his inward breſt as it were, a 
flame to burſt forth, by the violence wherot 
he was conſtrained to forbcare eating. V- 

n this occaſion we that tate round a 
im at the table tooke notice of ir. And for 
ſo much as we were ignorant ot the cauſe, & 
fearcd leaſt he was grieuouſly ſic ke, we fixed 
oureyesattentiuely vpon him, & asked him 
whether he were well or no. He who at that 
time truly was not able to vtter ſo much as 
one word, and found himſelte to be taken 
with the manner, being ſo much the more 
t of countenance, caſt downe his eyes, 
forth into teares, bluſhed, & ſw elled fo 
in the breſt, that we feared leaſt ſome of his 
veines might haue broken, & were all mo- 
ued with commiſeration of him. Ar laſt in 
the later ending of dinner by little and little 
he recovered himſelte againe. There were 
ſome who when they knew theſe thinges, to 
the intent that they might ſee him bluſh, v- 
pon ſer purpoſe, would in the company of 
Their companions introduce ſpeaches ol the 


charity 
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charity of God towards mankind. Others 
contrariwiſe , leaſt he ſhould incurre ſome 
hurt, or troble in his pt endeauoured to 
breake of theſe kinds of diſcourſes. 

Walking in the ſchooles and cloiſters, he 
_ = mind 8 far — 2 from — 

es, that vpon ſet purpoſe oftentimes in 
by him co lune Bim, 1 have take occaſion x 
bring him to himſelfe, There he ſaid his 
beades to the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother, he fre- 
quently vſed interchagable offices of piety, 
one u bile kneeling, another while — 
— and yet neuertheleſſe he auoyde 
that note of affectation in all his doings, 
which others , often doing theſe thinges , 
would eaſily haue incurred. 

This yeare he defigncd vnto himſelſe one 
houre cuery day, for the 1 of ſacred 
thinges. He ſeemed much to be delighted in 
reading the Soliloquies of S. cAngnſtize , the 
life of F. Catheriut of Gennws , the iermons of 
F. Bernard vpon the (anticles, and eſpecially 
that his Epiſtle intituled Ad fratres de m 
te Dei, which are found among the workes of 
S. Bernard. He had ſo often read that ouer, 
that he ſeemed almoſt ro haue learned it 
without booke. In his reading, he ſelected, 
and noted certaine hidden ſentences of pie. 
ty, whichafter his death we found written 


an his owne hand. 


In the moneth of Nouember, the yeare 
1590. hauing begun his fourth yeare in the 
ſtudic of Diuinity , ns 4a Oy 

4 
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im to have his chamber a part from the 
reſt ot his companions. Then be brought ro 
palle that he might lodge in a certaine (mall 
corner of the houſe , that was old, darke, 
low,narrow,u ith one window only through 
the roofe therof, which briag iulf over the 
ſtayres, u as able to contayne no more then 
a poore bed, a wooden chayre, a foote ſtole 
which did ſcrue him to leane on both at 
his prayers & ſtudy; & therfore for ſo much 
as it was rather like a ſtrict priſon the a chi- 
ber, it was neuer wõt to be allotted vnto any 
ſadenr, W hen F.Reaour ſomerimes \ ilited 
him in that place, he found him triumphing 
and reioycing in that little cottage, as if it 
had bene in ſome ample Pallace. And ve 
were u ont to ſay vnto him in ieſt that as $. 
Ale xiut was willin ro lodge vnder a payie 
lay res, ſo he alſo like a poore man, aboue, 

Td conclude, fo complete was he in al 
the parts of Sanity , that many both by 
Superiours,chamberfellou s, and fellow ſtu- 
dents affirmed vpon oath, that by no one of 
them was he euer found fo much as culpabł 
of one veniall ſinne. He that heard his con- 
feſſions, laid that he neuer diſmiſſed him, but 
he conceaued ſome new light by hearing 
his confeſſion. Another Fa. in like manner 
being ſworne, affirmed, that he, who had 
layne two yeares more or leſſe, in the ſam 
chamber with pr heres both of then 
were commaunded by the Rectour of tht 


Roman Colledge, that one ſhold n 
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if he obſerued any, notwithſtanding in that 
whole ſpace of two yeares , wherin he con- 
tinually kept an eye ouer Aloyſius , and was 
comoyned vnto him in all familiarity and 
fried ſhip, he neuer obſerued any thing come 
mitted by him, in which there might be per- 
ceaued fo much as a ſhaddow of any ſinne. 

The affections of this holy young man 
were very exactly compoſed: great vigilan- 
cy in comprehending his ſenſes within his 
ou ne juriſdiction : very inward ſociety 
with Almighty God: A moſt ardent de- 
fire of bringing other men to immortall 
ſaluation, and to aduance his owne come 
panions to the ſupreme height of all ſan- 
ctimony. Finally, that I may declare in 
ort, he was an example of abſolute in- 
nocency , and both at home and abroad fo 
accounted. A certaine prieſt, that was a prea- 
cher, did ſo much reuerence tnis his ſo ex- 
quiſite Sanctity, & ſtood in a manner in ſuch 
awe therof, x +» wheras he neither wanted 
opportunity, nor will, notwithſtanding being 
hindred by a certaine kind of veneration, he 
al vayes abſtained from —— himſelfe 
vnto him and from particular application of 
himſelte to his company. 

A tcw moneths betore he fell into his laſt 
ſicknelle , he found himſeclfe ro be raui- 
ſhed with an infinite deſire of celeſtiall bea- 
tirude:at which time he talked often & very 
willingly of death. He was wont to ſay 4 


mongſt 
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mongſt other chin, ha — the ls 
— was prolonged, ſo much the more 
was he in ,of his faluation, Therefore 
if there ſhould happen vnto him along lite, 
and by the increate of yeares he ſhould be 
likewiſe intangled with greater bulineſles,& 
that he ſhould be initiated in prieſthood, he 
ſhould be cucn much more vncertaine of it, 
The reaſon he gaue was this: for that Al. 
mighty God requireth an exact account of 
prieſtes, whoſe office is to ſay determinate 
prayers, and celebrate maſlcs ; and that they 
who take care of other mens ſoules , ought 
much more by pennance, to cleanſe their 
owne z that they make holy Sermons, that 
they miniſter the ſacraments , and that they 
gouerne others: but that now in the ſtate in 
which he then was , when as he was 2 
preferred to any ſacred orders, nor ſuſſai- 
ned any important buſineſſes, and therfore 
was yet freed from the occaſions of diuers 
ſinnes, he had a better hope of making 4 
good end that therefore being of thoſe 
youg yeares he did nothingat all tcare death 
if it might ſo ſtand with Gods pleaſure. Of 
this his deſire Almighty God made him par- 


taker : as I ſhall declare heercaftet in due 
Tyme, 


With 
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Nb great (harity he ſerucih the ſict iu the Hoſpi.. 
tall , 1 is inſefecd with 4 deadly 
</eaſe . 

CHAP. XXIX. 


24 Hz yeare 1891. was very contagious 
through a cruell plague, which famine 
ſpread throgh all Italy, inluing euery where 
atter that gencrall dearth of corne. Heerof 
at Rome dycd an infirute number of men 

who out of hope of teliefe had flocked thi- 
ther from all bordering Countrics . This 
common calamity the Fathers of the So- 
clety of Ix svs, did withall help and cha- 
rity, — out of their one ſtock, part- 
ly gat — from other mens liberalitycs, 
labour to relieue. Therefore they did not 
only induſtriouſly apply t hemſclues to the 
Holpitalls of that Citty, but morcouer , 
. being driuen to extreme neceſſity, by 
Fa. Claud AH. the Generall his or- 
der, they in tyme opened away vnto a new 
one. And Father nerall himſelfe , euen 
ſubjected his owne ſeruice to thoſe thatwere 
infected with the Leproly - 

At which tyme B.«Aloyſins by begging 
victualls through the Citty very cheertul * 
for thoſe that were licke and needy , by his 

ular charity cauſed great admiration to 
all that beheld him. But then eſpecially , 
when ( vnderſtanding that 2 certayaec ve- 
ry noble Prince, who from his Crane + 
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had beene friendly and familiar vnto him, & 
. whome he had perceaued to harbour ſome 
ſparkes of picty , came to Rome to negotiate 
ſome buſineſſe with Gregory that 14. then 
Pope) he deſired leaue of Fa. Genecrall to 
ſalute him in a patched coate, with a wal. 
ler vpon his ſhoulders. For firſt he ſayd that 
his hope was he would be bountifull ro the 
poore people that lay in the Hoſpiralls ; and 
turther for that he had alwayes found him 
a great wellwiſher of his, it was requiſite, tha 
with ſome pious office he ſhold require him, 
Moreouer that he thought it would not be 
amiſſe for the informing of his mind witha 
holſome contempt of all mor tall thinges, to 
goe to viſit him in that poore habit. Hauing 
intreated leaue, he obtayned both, as the 
Princes mayſter of his houſhould tould me 
afterward. For he brought away no ſmall 
ſumme of money in almes for the poore, & 
the Prince himſelfe at the behoulding of 
him being moued with a laudable griefe,and 
ſtirred vp with good thoughts, proſecuted 
this his humiliation with ſpeeches full of 


picty . 

- + HT wheras he had carneſtly inſi- 
ſted in this courſe of going to the Hoſpitals 
and feruing the ficke perſons, he neuer re- 
ſted from a certaine holy emulation, and al- 
leadging the examples of his fellows , vnto 
whome the ſame was — , before he 

is 


had obtained leaue of his Superiours , who 
were very hard to be intreated therunto. He 
went 
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vent thertore,and that very often rogeather 
with his tellows,among u home was one T. 
berins Bondins, When ſome one admoniſhed 
this man, that he ſhould rake heed leaſt he 
tooke ſome infection, he anſwered, that he, 
who had before his eyes ſo bright an exam- 
ple as Aloyſins, neither would, nor could be 
terrihed from that labour by any danger 
of death that could be obiected. This Bon- 
aus about that time, perceaued a certaine 
vnuſuall feruour of a diuine ſpirit to be ſug- 
geſted vnto him; they who knew him be- 
fore, both merueiling, and congratulatin 
this his alacrity, and new feruour of mind. 
And he himſelfe firſt rooke his death by this 
diſeaſe, as we will ſtraightway recount . 
Thoſe that went to the ſic ke perfons were 
alwayes accompanied with a Pricſt, who 
as heare their confeſſions. And chiefly 
Fa. Nicolas Fabrinus a Florentine, being at 
that time the Miniſter of the Roman Col. 
ledge, a man of great iudgment. and aboun- 
ding 1n charity and other Religious vertues, 
He,wheras he was inwardly acquainted with 
Aloyſins , afterward when he gouerned the 
Florentize Colledge, committed to writing 
thoſe thinges which happenned to Ala 
both in the Hoſpitals,& in his laſt ickneſle, 
Verily it wasa horrible ching to ſee the dy- 
ing men creeping to the Hoſpitals, ſtinki 
and loathſome, apd ſometimes to behou 
them giuing vp their laſt breathin corners, 
or fallen downe dead at the toote of fore 


Nn 
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payre of ſtaires. Bur 2 Aloyſius, and 


is companions, there ſhincd forth a cers 


taine abſtract of that loue; wherwirh the in- the! 
habitants of heauen are ioyned amongſt I goe 
themſelues. For they would vncloth & ſhift IF . Þ 
the ſicke perſons, waſh their fcete make their his 
beds, lay them downe in them , Rive them FF bid 
meate, inſtruet them in the ſacred marter of pit 
pennance, and exhort them to ſuffer rheir | cre 
— patiently. Aud the Father, home 2 his 
itt le before l commended, obſerued that to 
Aloyſius was alu ayes wont to be moſt about 7 
them, that were of the moſt loathſc me, in 6 
ſuch ſort, that he ſeemed very hardly to be pe 
drau ne from them. W hilſt they are thus bu- in 
ſily imployed, in the ſeruice of theſe miſe- in 
table · diſtteſſed people, according to theit ke 
Chriſtian Charity towards them, the plague, 10 
for ſo much as it was very contagious , ſey- c 
zeth vpon ſome of Aleyſius his comy anions a 
of which firſt as I rehearſed before , Tiberius f 
Bondius , being pioufly enuied by Aloyſius, l 
ſodaine ly departed. When he ſaw him now j 
lying at the point of death, he ſaid to a cer» | 


taine pricſt that was his fellow ſtudent. Q 
libentcr me am cum Tiberiy conditione commute» 
, N, ſt Deoplaceret id mi gratie faccre, py 
eo morercr. 1 would very willingly change my 
condition with Trberius and 77 tor him, 
it would pleaſe God todo me that favour. 
He aid to a certaine Father that contradi- 
cred him, that he ſpake it for this reſpect, 
for that he had now ſome probable reaſon 
to 


tAl  Gonqare. Trib.rn. wy 
3 he was in Gods grace What 
berafter he ſhould be, he knew not. And 
therfore that he was willing now to vnder- 
goe death. 

Neither was it long hut that God heard 
his prayer. For when his Superiours had for- 
bidden him to returne againe to that Hoſ- 
pirall, in which they now ſaw many inte- 
cted with grieuous ſickneſſe and he out of 
his loue to lanetity made no ſuite for leaue 
to goe thither againe z there was liberty 
— vnto him, that he might goc ro the 
oſpitall of (oni, in which for the moſt 
part, there were none whoſe diſeaſes were 
infectious. Neuertheleſſe he preſently fell 
into the ſame diſeaſe, and betooke himielſe 
to his bed the third of March, the years 
1591, With which diſcaſe ſo ſoone as he per- 
ceaued himſelfe to be oppreſſed ſuppoling 

according to that knowledge chat be 
from God at Ain, that it ſhould be his 
laſt, he abounded with incredible ioy, and 
ſhewed the ſame both in his countenance, & 
in all his behaviour. And they varo whome 
he imparted this reuelation which hc had at 
Milan,did by this his great ioy, i ine that 
he would ſhortly end his lite. Neither were 
they deceĩued herin. When he found him. 
ſelte inflamed with ſo great a deſire ro dye, 
he began ſome what to feare leaſt the ſame 
might be too immoderate. T herfore to rhe 
intent that he might he reſolued herin, he 
asked counſell of Fa. Bellarmene who had the 
charge 
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charge of his con Ro after he vn 
| wen to vnderſtand by him, that the loue of 
| cath procceding out of a deſire to be joy. 
ned with God, fo that we would be v illi 
to reſt in the power of God, was — 
hurrfull; and that it was a vſuall thing wit 
many that flouriſhed in ſanctity , both in 
our memory, and in times paſt ; then truly 
he dedicated himielfe with his whole mind 
to thinke of an crernall lite. Such was the 
violence of his diſcaſe, which was thought 
to be a peſtilent feuer, that with in the ſpace 
of ſeauen dayes, it brought him to the vt. 
moſt point of death. Therfore when he had 
carefully and piouſly , as poſſibly he could, 
cleanſed his ſoule by conteſſion, he was by 
Fa. Rectour fortihed with his ſacred Vier 
cm, and Extreme-vnction, he reciting 
wich very gicat ſenſe of piety his accuſto, 
med prayers, and they that were preſent all 
weeping for the lofle of fo decte, and hoh a 
rother. 

But for ſo much as whilſt he was yet in 
pertect health, many of his familiar tricndes, 
our of their loue towards him, did often re- 
proue him, for ſo much as he ſeemed with 
duer much auſterity both of body and mird 
to haſten his death, & preſaged ther of him, 
which we read ro haue happened to S. Ber- 
nd that cucn at the very end of his life he 

repent himſelfe, of this immoderate 
ardour.T hat he might exempr them all from 
thu » hauing now rectaued that cele- 
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if he had bene obedient to — 
lu conſcience ſhould * 4 — all an- 
giſh. That moteouer 
1 
t 
wile he þ + he was not troubled 
ſcience for at any time vio 
one rule of his Religio 
ther fore tad by —— 
—— aillezample, w 
— Ay fi which things very much - 


ucd their mindes. 
bim, he 
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of this kevin 
he very iaſtantly intreated this One 
g that he might have leaue to 4 
be, bur layed on the ground. wo_—_ 
joue Md he of torment , pennance, 
&ion/euen when he drew his laſt breath. 
wasnow in a manner likely that he (would 
that day,which was the ſeauenth of his lick, 
— haue ended his life, ypon which very 
ay he was tuſt 23. yeares of age. Bur ir ples 
x God, that bre ag and mitigating ts 
violence therof, be would prolong his 
nefle. Doubtleſſe tothe inter that we might 
beinformed with many examples of vertbe, 
wherwith he ſhined vnto vs, during the time 
that he kept his bed. 
In the ineaho while it was diuulged euet 
to ¶ aſſiſioa that «Aloyſins was dead, therfort 
—— and brother had ee 755 ty 
obſcquies. ar hem a mefſage brou 


. yet liued. The — 
rother exultin with joy, pulling net 
which by — he had 
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tinned 1 — ia kind of remiſſe 5 
ner which they call a Hecticke, vhich in be 
ſpace of three moneths by little and little 
waſted him. At which time Dy things of 
ſingular example were done, & ſaid by 
but tor ſo much as it could not be that trom 
ſo great and various a multitude of men 
reſorted to ſee him, all things ſhould be 
thered, Iwill place here thoſc thinges 
Icon Id come to the vnderſtanding o. 

When he firſt fell into his ſi be 
was placed in bed, the couerlet berb fas 
ſomewhat thieke, togeathe with a mar vn 
det him,which had bene ordayned tor a cet. 
taine old man : «Aloyſius requeſted of his Su- 
periour that, taking away this couerlet he 
might lye after the - manager df others. Bur 
when anſwere was made him, that it wat not 
placed there fot any reſpect to him, & a 
it was rude, and 2 poore man, v 
there was no danger that he ſhould) 
= Religious y, he was preſently wall 
ati 21 
la the beginning of his ficknefle tho Ha- 
fitian had commaunded, that he, and likewife 
another who was ficke of the like diſtaſe, 
ſhould drinke a very bitter potion: the . 
ther did his endeauour to the intent chat he 
might auoyd the noy ſomeneſſe ot hi 
rion, to ſup it off ſuddamly. ing alſo 
accuſtomed helfesz but to the inte 
that he might e "vn 
ſome trouble, dtanke 9 
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"7 The Life 
it had — —— very e 
no euer perceauing al inter» 
Zelt The Inſirmarian in his chamber vpon 
the table had placed, a 14 du WO; 
and juyce of hquoriſh to heſpe him ſome» 
times againſt rhe diſtillation ot his rheume, 
Reque a little of that juyce of liquorith, 
his iow asked him; why he did not rather 
delire ſome ot the Sugar-candy ? 7 anſves 
red. 22 magis dect. Be- 
cauſe,the other is aerer fora poore man, 
Whenit was giuen him tg yaderſtad, that 
there was great danger of a plague to enſut 
td Cad, 
riour,r I recoue 1 
would be w illi 2 heh — 
DDr with the 


but alſo. re 2 
eee. ane. viſit him) 
might make a vow te God to per- 
forme the —— Which el 

— contentment of mind, and with 
pps ikcationtq them that were priuy to 
matt 


ur, avd wirneſTcs of that fin 1 
——— ved by that fact, he t 


—— Cardinals, did of- 
ten viſit him AG — Geke, "whame 


intertained with fruitfull {peaches of the 


ne of picty, and of a happy life. F. 
@oun lignin eden, chat thrs Tn 
one 
— —— — 
would 


5 to themſelues; 


e to certify them, how 
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cAloyſnt „ IT Lib. 998 
late ſtood with A/ hey faid, that they 
could not be ſatished , vnſeſſe they came 
temſe lues for ſo much as they reaped ther- 
by very plentiful fruite to their ow ne ſou- 
les. Cardinall Gon7aes being fiek of the gout, 
commaunded himſe lte to be carried vuto 
him, and ſeemed not willing to be ſefarated 
from his bed. Alegſus once entred inodil- 
courſe with him, cocerning the approaching 
of his death, and of the benefit ot Almig! 
God towards him, who rooke him ro-him- 
ſclfe in that flowre of his age. Moreover he 


| affirmed to the ſame Cardinall,( who accor- 


ding to his great loue towards , Was at- 
tent with great ſenſe of affection) that he 
thought it was part of his duty, to hold h 
as bis Father, fecing he,aboue all that liued 
vpon the earth, had deſerved the beſt of 
him , in regard that by his meanes it was 

fected, that atter ſo many conſlictes and im- 
pedimentrs, he came at laſt to Religion. 
thoſe words the goodCardinal bein 


to teares, anſwered , that truly —— bim 


lelfe ought, notwithſtading the difference of 
their ages acknowledge him the parent and 
maiſter of his piety. After this be declared 
voto him, how great profit & celeſtial! com- 
fort his words Sad les had al way es 
uen to his mind: At his parrvee 

to his followers, that the loſe of 
man would be an ini nite vnt 


ſu tharhe never deparred from 


dilpoltt to 
. 
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$394 Tie Liſe of Bleſfed | 
an vnuſuall kind of t illity, and that he 
Aud verily thinke that there was ncuet any 
ot his family of the Gomgags's that bad bene 
more fortunate, At the ſame time there lay 
licke F. Ladewicus Corbinellas 2 Florentine, 2 
man of great deſcent, betweene u home a 
[Bleſſed Alana there had benc mutual} loue, 
and in their ſickneſſe they often ſent ſaluta- 
tions one to the other. I hat Father his ſic- 
knefle being now increaſed ypon him, ſome 
Fighe daycs before his death, n t the 
marian that he would bring to him in- 
to his chamber, Aloyfius, who now through 
want of frength 
his legges. And this he did, for that he now 
held Aloyfus for a Saint. The infirmarian ſe- 
ing this thing {o acceptable to the ma, he put 
on Aloyſius his cloathes and carricd him into 
the Fathers chamber. It is incredible how 
much this his comming to vitit him, did 
Tecreat the good old inan, and what ſincete 
contentment,and motions of picty he con- 
ceaued by behoulding him; Aftcr they bad 
talked tograther, they exhorted each o- 
ther to beate Erni this their aduerſity, 
Bad to obey the will of God. The old man 


no but aſhorttyme , that J hauc to liue, 
., ſhall, we ſee one another agayne- 
re ia one ſuite that I haue to you, pray 


8 Fort oat from hence 
ou, eto xu haus giuen mie Yo 


2 8 
* 


was not able to ſtanda en 


Haid: fare well, my decre brother ¶Aloyſius it iu 
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partly aba hed at rhights petieion AN 
92 was pp tor him 10 doe, * to 
elle was the office of a du eri0un,and 
ke was aged, himſelfe young, be 2 Prieſſ, & 
imſ(clfe nor ſo. But this old man, ſuch was: 
us pious affection towards this holy dung 
man, perſiſted agay ne to yrge him bx: in- 
treaty , and to belecch him that being dow 
at the laſt caſt of, his life he would not de. 
ny him this comfort, He likewiſe intreated 
the Infirmarian that he would, not take him 
away, before he had condeſeended to his re- 
queſt. Not ithſtanding this diſcreet young 
man w ithſtood it, and would nat be perſua- 
ded , till he was compelled by the Iafi tn. 
ran. And then he tound a way, by which he 
might both mitigace che gricts of the ould: 
37 2 his ones Win 2 
taking vp his hand and ſigning himſelſe 4 
forme ofacrofle; he yd, Des D. V. pals 
amboba; beneditat : our Lord, God bleſle-v# 
both. Afterward he ſprinkled him n 
water, in the meane while ſay ing. Dews D. N. 
te m Remertde Pater, (us ſits gratis acc t. 
votsqiomuis tas 4d ſui nominicgloriee 
Ewe tu viciſtim pro me pre care. My Reuerend 
Fa. Our Lord repleniſh you with: his grace 
& proſper,to the glory of his aame, all y o 
delires. Pray likewiſe I beſeech you forme 
the ſame prayer, So he wiſheth bimſelfe d 
be-brought to. his owne bed 1 22 | 


C 


merucilouſly checctull.,& v 
was allo d @nas zoken of chs lame 
1 4 


pious affection nh pp or . For al 
though the Prieſts were wont to be allorted 
ther place of burialldiffering from orher 
men, notwit g before his departure 
out of this life, he made knowne to the la- 
that his will was to be buried in 
the ſame which ſhould br aſſigned to 
this Bleſſed young mũã after his death. Ther- 
fore by commaundment from the Superior 
t was afterwards dont as he defired . 
There are ſome who recount, that 
propheſied, that this Father ſhou d depart 
out of this life before him. The which came 
to palleaccordingly. For he dyrd vpon rhe 
firſt day of Tune being Whitſunday. Eve, 


at _ ue _ clocke in the ni ot n 2 
ayes ore Alois e his hape 
2 05 | 


his chamber was ſo farre from 

the chamber of this Father, that be ws 
the . of a whole gallery diſtant from 
him, and ſo conlequentſy could by no ordi- 
meancs haue \nderftiding of his being 

in danger of death,and yet he imagined that 
thrice that night he ſaw him. The which be 
related the next morning to the Infirmariati 
almoſt in this manner. I he window being o- 
he comingaccording to his cuſtome 

to ſee bim, and àskirg how he had paſſed 
the former night Truly but ill, ſay d he,fot 
ner an vnuluall manner, I baue bene trons 


[ed with dreamers , ot rather vifons. Fot 
erymes did | ſeeme to ſee the good Fa- 
Cori 
C 


das, perplexed with vehement 


peg 1 7250 s MR : ; 


i this fort: It is now high ry me my deer 
brother ro commend me carneſtly to & 
to beſeech him that I may with a patient and 
us myund endure the bitte of 
this neee & dangerous torment, where- 
ri lam ve ted, for ſo much as vnleſſe Ide 
be ſtrengthned with his ſpeciall aſſiſtance 
an difidenc, how I ſhould be haue try ſeſfe 
thetin. Being awaked and ſuppoſing it to be 
adreame : It were better ( ſayd I to m 
— of reprehenſon) for thee to Ueepe? 
tore driue away theſe fancies . A little 
ifter being but newly fallen a ſleepe, he ap- 
peareth agayne vnro me, rern 
yehemently then before, that I would aſſiſt 
him with my rayers in that his ſo great k- 
tremity ,wh > ſccmed to him allmoſt fdtols 
lerable. Againe I am rouſed out ofmy 
apayne I blame my owne reſtleſle diſppli- 
tion, and determine with my ſelfe to 
eaue the next day to expiate with ſothe pen- 
nance this my negligence in fulfilling the ed - 
maunds of the Phiſtian and my Supcriguts, 
who charged me to endeauour to take 
reſt. Bur behold after that the third tym 
had centred into a ſleepe, the ſame viſion ap» 
peared vnto tue, and callerh vpon me in 
manner. Now, now, my deere brother 
all moſt arrived at the period of this 
ſetable life. Offer your prayers to 
that he would a happy 
this my laſt paſſage , and our Of h it 
mere 
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other lite, There I willnoc taile to 
xe manner for you. I hat thing did 
oablolurtely bert aue me of all Nleepe, that 
being Rroken t jth the terrours of theſe te- 
preſentations, u hilſt I often beat yponthem 
with my cogitation, the other parte of the 
night, Iwas not able to take any manner of 
at all. The lafirmarian hearing theſe dil. 
courſes, diſſembled the whole matter, ſte. 
wed no figne of admiratio,called them drea - 
mes, and fancies of the mind, affirmcd that 
Fa: (orbinellas was well, concealed his death, 
exhorted him fo lay aside all care, and dil- 
poſe himſelfe to reſt, He then replied not to 
muchas one word more vnto him. But at 
another time vpon ſome occaſion giuen, he 
gaue them to vnderſtand , that he was ccr- 


w— The Life of Blefod , 
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but that he was cuen entred into heaucn. 
\ 1 erupon Fa. Pobcrt Bellarmnine as kin him, 
What he thought of his ſoule, whether it 
were detained yet inthe hre of purgatory or 
ng ? Verily, he anſwered confidently , that 
ithout any delay it paſled tro Purgatory. 
By which aulwere he coniectuted, that he 
had it reuealed vrto him from God. For 
wheras he was of his ow ne nature infinitely 
erate in all his ſpeaches, and ſparing in 
mation of doubrfull things, he v old 
never , vuleſſe he had bene certified from 
\ have fo clearly aflured his Gholtly« 
ather,that be had now paſlcd Purgatory. 
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tainely aſſured, that he was not only dead, 
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ny ought Ready Sedo 
pray to 4 

— oy meanes A come 
oo” A — tull. fraught with infinite 
acceſle of mexits, and that he mig t render 
more protic to men, and principally to the 
Socicty . Bux he to them all gaue this one 
only anſwere, Meliig cft di lau, better it is to 
dye. Which he ſaid with ſo reat ſenfidle at- 
ſection of mind, aud with fo great ſerenit 
of countenance "that it was a ſufficient reſti- 
wony , with what affcQion he deſired to be 
preſencly transferred to enioy an indiſſolu- 
le coniunction with Cod. 


He ſendeth onto his mother to letters in the ia 
of hn; [7 cue fie by the which he coreforteth her, 
and int cateth her prayers. 


CHAP. XXXL 


E ſent in all this time of his fickneſſt 
two letters to his mother. In the * 
Rar " of the firſt, after that he had p 
k rſt ſtormes with which ſhe ER, 
that he might hauc bene oppreſſed, wir 
relation whereof comforting her ar the 
& exhorting her to the patient cndiiringe 
aduerlity he addeth rhis which fo 257 
Ie e aner vas io ih ine Ty 
gre (as 
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S. Viaticum & Extreme—vn#i0n.They 
1 the pleaſure of Ns to prolong nry Hime, — 
i# the eve ant time [taming me in run — to 
we to death. The Phiſitians 
fant what the cient of the martey wil bs ems 
dear to Proc are the health of #) — ex. 
8 But If is ny greatet cb sort, for 
I am perſnaded , that Almighty God doth 
Faber to giwe the far more entire alth then the 
hifirians are able to give, Ther ſore in the meant 
true ,that hope purer. oof ſell, 1 virus ſev 
7777• it 17 come to bake, that Almighty 4 
vill bring me,from the land of mortal me , to that 
— — rom #he ſociety of men iming vp 
Tod: we mo the Angels & citizens of be. 
behomiding of things terrene 
2 raile, . — 1 bt and contemplation of that 
and great God, in whome all good is cut 
ned, The ſame cogitatis may be v#to you ( moſt i 
2 a of that g re at (owe which 
. are to mc. an 7 de ſire that 
b may tewd to mm y ſelicity, an infinite comfort. 
Theſteob you to — me fataler all your per 
err, and to gize order that UG may be yy 
the Sodality ty of Chrilian DoBritic that this thort 
mc — muff — 1 vraſſle with the tempe- 
Fabi « of . 4 God * medi at ios 
Jonne; merits * like pore 
7 2 of bis on par! 9-1 1 ber, ond the 4 
#ts Nazari 
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„ do certai agree. Bat if iN 
—.— 2795 J. Pau erden flen- 
dere cum gau — us (Rom. tz.) 
pe it them that werpe, and rtiozee with 
ayer you mult of neceſſity (my moſt 
Honourable her) cure molt rnfinine 
foy for thir, that God ont of bis hoanty N fawout 
Wards , doth define mc true iy and ſecari- 
2 from leaf frart᷑ of emer looſing the Same. De- 
( for I wil freely ronfefie vuto you Moſt 
Altes Lady) when [ 1 5 ſe my — in the 
ation of that Din , Which i: litg 
an inmeuſe ſea, without either. rhort or bottom, 
it un wore raxithed with yhe greateſt 

thera, unte wo to tre , 6nd m1 
mach ar he ju reward, of fo 7 
. ade ih for me unte Cern 1 45 
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iat pere and ſimple ee 
to Cal, we b freely £5 With an open had offer 
that vnto bim which 57 his #4 And ne 
anch the more vill 
U taken from — tyre 
a ,h we eftceme thet nothing is 
h1God,bat with greet apy boys and ſor our c- 
ody. He raketh but that which be had 
lewt vi before, with no — but to conn 
ſerae it in a plact more ſ- N 
ty, that be may adorn it with thoſe good 
vhich cnen'ec would wich unte our ei 
| faid al this for wo other cm then to — — 
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Of the preparation Which Bleſſed Aloyſius made 


1 death; in ar apt be partakgth cele ia 
foyer, and forelireb the dy of bur death, 
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T is now time to declare, in how Chri- 
ftian-like, and holy a manner B. Al 
| himſclfe , thar his laſt 
m earth to Heauen. Whilſt he continued 
in this diſeaſe, which verily was long, and as 
fuchare wontto be , infeſted with difficult 
grieuous rs, he neuer at any time 
the leaſt Gancofadeiected ind either 
word or geſture. He neuer ſeemed to take 
diſguſteither in the obſcruance of rhe Infire 
marian, or in any thing elſe that be vnder. 
tooke t doc about him. And although in 
gekneſſe a man is more apt to diſcouer his 
hidden imperfectiõs then at any other time, 
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, and b 
| bebenebicſtlſe infcknells, akbaugh that 
| be very troubleſome , he gaues very mani 


feſtcxample. | 
to his bed, 


Sager gerne 


After he had betaken hi 
he gaue care to no other diſcourſes at any 
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we, phe of divine merrcrs,nd hlcſsed 
lie. herforc neuer any ons rr him 
bye, with him, ſetting a ſyde all 


other di heſpake cf piety- And if any 
* forget- 


loylur Gonzaga T Lib. 
forgetting this order, interlaced any othe! 
t with himſcife of ſome other matters, 
till ſuch ty me as they fellypon ſacred things 
2gayne. For then changing himſelfe,and re- 
turning to diſcours , he made ew not only 
to be recreated, but eue exhilarated. Of rhis 
bus cuſtome, this reaſon he gaue , was, that 
although he nothing doubted, but that it 
vas no way differing, from the courſe of a 
Religious man , to Fake in conucrfation, 
pov ently of indifferent mattets for piety 
e,notwithſtading at that time remaining 
in chat ſtate , it was requiſite, and he iud- 
gee that God did expect it at his hands, 4 
s peculiar tight, t hat of all his diſcourſes, 
not only the forme ( for ſo he tearmed itt 
vit the intention of his mind, ſtill regar- 
ling las alwaies it ought) the honor ot God, 
teuen the matter it ſelfe of chem 


be ſacred. And euery little moment of time, 
which Almighty God did vouchſafe him, in 
that latter ending ot his life, he did valewath 


ſo higha priie, t hat he would not willingly,” 
beſtowir drherwiſe, then in the dit | 
of pretious thinges. 

He ſomtimes would requeſt them to helpe 
him on with hiscloathes, & going out of his 
We x after his "_ 1 — 
the table. vpon which there the image 
of Chxiſt — 5 , which he imbracing® 
would kifle. In like manner he did to the” 
picture of &. (othcrine of Sicns, and qther- 
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nts wherwith Tags we was hanged; 
And tor ſo much as one ot the Infirtniers 
laid, that he needed not to riſe out ot his 
bed, for that he would bring the crucifix & 
other pictures to his bed-lide. «Aloy/tu anſ- 
wered, theſe are my ſtations. T hertore he 
held on that cuſtome ſo long as he was able 
to get out ot his bed, moteouer, in the day 
time when the doore of his chamber being 
ſhut he was priuate, u ithout the he lpe ofanj 
one, he did ſtrale out of his bed, & betweene 
that & the wall caſt himtelte vpon his knees, 
and ſo long applied himſelte ro his prayers 
til he — lome noy ſe at the doore. For 
then he roſe vp, as it he would returne to his 
bed. The Infirmicr for a certaine time ſup- 
poling, that he had riſen to pertorme the 
needs of nature, at laſt when he found him 
often gone out of his bed, ſuſpecting that 
which was the truth after that he had onet 
ſtolne vpon him, and tound him vpon his 
Knees, he forbade him to attempt it an 
more. He, when he ſaw himſelte taken wit 
the manner, verily bluſbed, and after that, 
— from that which was forbidden 
im. 
He often at this time asked Counſel! of 
F. Robert Bellarmine concerning his ſoule mat. 
ters, who was his Ghoſtly Father. And one 
euening he asked him whether he rhought 
that any one did euer got to heauen yntotr 
ched with the fire ofPur atory?hc anſwerdd, 
that verily he thought therbdid being not 
100 
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_— ow much he might promife him 
x of Aloyſiss his vertue : And more then 
that, I do confidently perſuade my ſelfe; {aid 
he, that you ſhall be one of thoſe who tree 
from Purgatory got ſtraight to heauen: For 
wheras God in . of his goodneſſe wo, 
wards you, hath adorned your mind, with ſd 
nay pikees and endowments, as you hahe 
pleated to acqua nt me wit hall, of which that, 
ij not to be thought the meaneſt. that it as 
his pleaſure you ſhould be alwaics tree from 
mortall inne, verily I do aſluredly hope, 
that he will add t his, for the accompiiſh ment 
of all, that without ail delay you ſhaifſpecd 
to heauen. At this ſame anſwere he was i@ 
much ouerioyed, that his mind being 
ſtracted from his ſenſes, he was tranſports 
to behould the bliſſe of that ce leſtiall e 
being diſcoucred vitro him by God, In 
which exceſſe of mind , when he had alma 
ſpent the whole night, n certaine deli 
& ſolaces, which far exceed the capacity of 
mortal! men, he afterward altured the H 
F. chat he accounted the ſame, euen ſear 
wor moment. — — beg a 
that exſtacy, he is thought to hauc gre! 
ligence odge day delia ned for his ac. 
he clearly diſcouered vnto many N f. | 
chat che cighth day from rhe Sacred feaſt i 
Corpas (brit, be ſhould depart our of t 
lite. And that fell out accorgingly. But tg a 
rertaine man, who wich ee reſpect dia 
frequently vidt him, he denoũced the ſame; 
Bo 2 ſome 


ome few dayes before that feaſt. In the 
neanc time hisdiſcaſe began ſo far forth to 
Caſe phat F. Uincentins Brunst, who was 
fect of the ſicke , a man skilfull in Phi. 

ke, ſaid that « Aloyſat could not liue til 
that day. Vnderſtading, therof calling vpon 
one of his copanicns, V layſius ſaid: Neſer/ne, 
quam ſelix wntins vcncrit, intra of amm diem 
mibi moriendam eſſe Amabo te, mecum um , tro 


tameximiain me bencficentia, bymno Te Deum 


laudamus rec tando, Deo Fra, age. Know 


you not what happy tydings are brought, I 
uſt dye within theſe eight dayes ? Let me 
Intreat you, to giue thankes vnto God to- 
geather with me, for ſo fingular a bencfig 
youchſated ynto me,reciting the Hymne, Te 
Deilandangs. That ſame Hy mne being very 
puſly faid by them both, not long after, he 
to another fellow: ſtudent of his, that 
entred into his chamber, euen with his hart 
Jeaping for ioy: Pater mi /etantes imms l tau- 
Nm. My Father we goe reioycing, we goe 
Tejoycing. Which wordes being pronouny 
ced with ſuch free cheerfulneile , forced 
roancs and ttares from them that head 
them 


After this he thought good by his letters, 


to bid farwell to three Fathers who were of 


D all account with him. Thoſe were Fa. 
ber lognnes Baptifls Piſcator , the Maiſler in 
times paſt of his Nouiſhip;and then Retour 

t Naples: Fa. Matias de Angela, being the 
in the ſame place profeſſour of Diuinity 
| Fo. Bare 
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Fs. har near cats, ReQor at Miles. 
theſe letters, written vader another mans 
hand he declared vnto them, that he (as he 
verily hoped) was vpon his way to heauem 
that he did very hartily ſalute them, and in- 
treat that they would comme nd him vnto 
God. Bur wheras in reſpect of his weakes» 
nes he was not able to ſubſeribe, he willed 
them to guide his hand, and inſtead of his 
name he drew a croſſe with his pen. 

It was his care, to ſpend the eight laſt 
dayes of his life, in certaine fingular offices 
of piety and Religion. And at the firſt when 
he had declared to that pricſt his familiar 
friend, that he had certaine vnderſtandin 
the day of his death, he intreated him, that 
he would daily come vnto him , at the third 
houre before ſunne ſer , to recite the ſcauen 
penirentiall Pſalmes. Therfore at that time, 
all other company being remoued from 
thence, the image of bnd cruciſied bein 
at his requeſt placed vpon his bed, the prie 
likewiſe kneeling vpon his Knees, pronoun- 
ced thoſe Pſalmes which I ſpake ot. Some» 
ty mes when he came to ſome norable place, 
he would make a pauſe, and in the meane 
while, the Bleſled young man, with his cyes 
fixed vpon the image of Chriſt , would re- 
uolue deeply in his mind thoſe things which 
were read, with euident ſignes, of a mind in- 
flamed towards God, and with heauenly im- 
pulſions, that drew from that Father ex- 
ceſflue ſhoutes of reares , which lixeu iſd 

Bb 3 brake. 
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rake-forth from him, but witha mild and 
entle ſtreame. The other houres, of the day 
Fe requeſted ro be read vnto him, ſome chap 
tet out of the holy Scripture, or the Solilo. 
guies of S. Amgnitine;or the Sermon of S. Ber- 
upon the (anticles ; or that Hy mne, Ad 
—— vrtg foutem;or lome one Palme that 
e made choyce of , as, Letatat ſum in bis que 
df s ſant mihi in ub mm Domini tbimms. ( Pal, te 
121. Dnemaumoinm uc ſiac rat ecru ad fonte: / 
rem ,ita deftarrat Anima mea at te Dems, u 
* of that kind. 00 
So ſoone as that rumour was giuen out, t 
that he had affirmed that within eight daycs « 
he ſbou d depart this life all began carncitly 
to lay hould ypon ſome occaſion, to haue 
fome tree ſpeach with him in priuate, and to 
make ſuire for his recommendation. But he 
with admirable promptirude ot mind acce- 
pred all their petitions to preterre in heaue, 
with fincere 4 ares and a ſecure mind, pro- 
miſed to negotiate u ith God in the behalfe 
ot them all, that you might verily ſuppoſe, 
that he was aſßured ſhorty to arriue there. 
He diſcourſed as familiarly of his death, as 
he was wont to doc of his going out of one 
chamber into another. Many Fathers came 
often to viſit him, and likewite to do him 
ruice. Amongſt thoſe who were moſt fre- 
— him, were, Fa. Maria Facciol at t he 
rocurator Generall, and F.Hiero 1122 
tu, who himſclfe dyed, the next monethaf. 


ber his departure. He onde at his going "ny 
| 0 
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pon the Ocaue.day of Corper (in, the 
| + 


eAloyſint Compaga. Lib. . .zor 
of his chamber turning to his companion 
laid ; San#ns, mibi crede, Santias ef Aloyſias, 
vf4; c vt vic u ctiam in Dinoram name ro collo 
cari poſſ /. A Saint ( belicue me) a Saint, is A. 
lojfixs,to far torth, that euen whilſt he is li- 
ung, he may be placed in the number ot the 
Saintes, He alluded queſtionles to that ſay- 
ing of Pope Nicolas the V.who when he was 
tocanonize S.Bernardinas of Sicua, laid of F. 
Antoninns Archbiſhop of Florence, then li- 
uing, and there preſent, that he did verily 
thinke that Avtoninas living , did deicrue 
ou honoures no lefle , then Bernardines 
cad. 

The laſt of thoſe eight dayes, he did for 
the moſt part apply his hole mind to the 
contemplation of Diuine matters, vnles 
perhaps ſomtimes, he ſpake interchangeably 
ſome words of ſacred thinges, or betweene, 
vitered ſome ſhort prayers. For the {pace 
of the three laſt dayes,cuen to his _ laſt 
breath, he perpetually held cloſe preſſed to 
his breſt,a certaine braſen crucifix,hallowed 
with the Popes Indulgence , intituled the 
Philippuze , u hich he had giuen him by aa cer- 
— did he profelle his 2 
after that manner, which is preſeribed int 
Rituals, ſignifi ing in the mcanc v hile avche- 
ment deſire ot being conſociated with God. 
Therfore he did often iterate that ſaying; 
C _=- diffſolmi & eſſe cum . hrifdo.l deſire to be 
diſſulued and to be with Chriſt-(Phil.z.) V+ 
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. — Infirmier enti ing into his chi- 
der, and nding him no worſe then he was 
wont to be: ſaid. but Aloyfiss, you are a liue 
and not dead, as ſurely by your owne ſen. 
tence you did foretell. W hen he perſiſted to 
affirme, that he ſhould dye that day, the In- 
firwarian going out of the chamber, repor- 
teth that Alayſiat, who ſeemed to be bettet 
then he was u ont other dayes, was conſtant 
in his opinion, that that day ſbculd be the 
laſt of his lite. Likewiſe to a prieſt that viſi- 
ted him and {aid t hat now the cight day was 
paſt, vpon which he had giuen out that he 
ſhould dyc, and that now ke might be ray ſed 
— hope of loger life, he anſwered, Non- 
ernns dics totus preteriſt: this whole 
day is not yet paſt. He did alſo more plain- 
ly affirme the ſame to another. who com- 
ming to Aleyſiat, and finding him grieuou- 
fly atflicted with a certayne gauled place 
which he had gotten in his right hippe, both 
by reaſon of his extreme leaneſſe, and fos 
that he now for along time had lay ne con- 
tinually ypon that ide , moued with con- 
miſeration, ſayd , that verily it was a — 
that did much trouble him, that they ſt ou 
be depriued of him; neuertheleſſe, that he 
did wiſh,that it wold pleaſe God now at laſt, 
to deliver him out of thoſe paines: to hem 
Aloyſus replyed very ſeriouſly in this ſort : 
Hac nofte moriar, This night I ſhall dye. The 
ot her, adding that be did not ſeeme to be in 


that ſtate, that he ſhold be fo ncate his death, 


7 Aloyjins 
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Al CE he Kar ee | 
« mori ar: Hag noſſe moriar: This night 1 
ſhalldye . | 


Being fortified with his ſacred Viaricum, and ia 
li manner with 4 plenary Inda!gcnce from the 
Pope, he reſteth quietly in our Lord. 


CHAP, XXXIIL 


Hs whole fore-noone he paſſed with 
many times profeſſing his fayth, witch 
prayer, and with pious offices of adoration 
towards God. About noone he did carncitly 
beg to haue his ſacred Viaticew , which he 
requeſted cuen from the very breake of 
day that morning. Vet the Infirmarians no- 
thing ſuipecting his death, gaue no care vnto 
him. But when as he made no end of ſolici- 
ting and intreating, they alleaged, that for 
lo much as he had once before in this 
reccaucd the ſame, that it ſeemed not meet 
for him to requeſt it againe. Then Aloyſius 
anſwered that indeed of anoyling that was 
ſo as they ſaid, bur not in like manner of the 
Uiaticam. Norwithſtanding,the Infirmarians 
for all that, were negligent of the matter. 
Whilſt he continued in this ſtate, Pope Gre« 
gory che 14. being as I ſuppoſe certiſied of his 
onge diſeaſe by the Cardinals his Knſmem, 
asking how he did, it being giuen him to 
vnderſtand, that euen at that preſent he was 
bound for Heauen , of his owne accord 
{che yato him his benediction; togeather 
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path a plenary Indulgence. 
This when the F. Miniſter of the Colledge 
declared ynto him, as being a great louerof 
humility, he was no lefle ſenſible of ioy for 
thoſe ſacred tokens, then he was of moilcit 
baſbfullnes , for that he vnderſtood that bis 
Holincs was ſo mindfull of him, and con- 
tinually he couered his face with his hands. 
The F. Miniſter, to the intent that he might 
free him from this baſhfullnes, tould him, 
that this needed not ſeeme ſtrange vuto 
him, for ſo much as the Pope by accident, 
had heard ſomewhat ot his atflicted ſtate of 
hcalth. 

Two houres before ſunne- ſet, he intrea- 
reth that prieſt, who in times paſt had bene 
his fellow Nouice, ( who to viſit him had 
come from the houſe at S. Andre v that he 
would moue Fa. Rectour to giue him his ſa- 
ered Viaticam. He promiſed him that he 
wouldzand they ſaid rogeather the Litrany 
of the moſt holy Euchariſt , Aloyſins anſwe- 
ring the pricſt with a clearc voyce ; vnto 
whome at the laſt, with an extraordinary 
chcertull and ſmiling countenance he gaue 
.thankes Afterward F. Rectour came, brin- 
ginghe lacred Viaticwmr: at which he mer- 
ucilouſly reioyced, & in the receauing ther- 
of, gaue lingular teſtimonies, of a mind infla- 
med with piety, and the loue of God, and 
raiſed vp with ſtrong hope, to enioy face to 
face, him, x home now vnder thoſe veiles he 
Ve they who were preſent in the 


cham- 
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chamber ſaw him be haue bimſelfe in 
manner and heard thoſe words, Accipe freter 
Viaticaw , and thoſe which follow, they all 
burſt forth into abundant teares. | 

Hauing teccaued his Diaticum, t he Bleſsed 
young man was pleaſed (according to the 
cuſtome of the Society ,when they take their 
iournies into fat countries) to embrace a 
that were preſent, with ſingular loue & ala- 
crity. There u hen euery one tooke of him 
their laſt far well, there were none of them 
that could refraine from teares, none that 
could be withdrawne from his embrace- 
ments all, enamoured of him often caſt their 
eyes vpon him, with vnſpeakable loue and 
gricfe , and make ſuite for his prayers. As 
mongſt theſe there was one, who with mit. 
tuall offices of loue & charity , had plighted 
a greare league of trie nd ſhip alwayes with 
Aloyſims. He commin mopoey vnto him: 
laid. that he did conhdently be lieue, that he 
ſhould ſhortly enio blacOpeny, the bleſ- 
ſed preſece of God. Moreouer, that he did be- 
ſeech him, that wheras he had well experien- 
ced that he had alwayes in his life time, bene 
careful of his ſaluation, ſo that he would not 
in heauen be vnmindfull of him. In like man 
ner, that he wold forgiue him, if at any time, 
he had bene negligent of his due reſpe to- 
wards him. Ayu truly made anſwere yn, 
to him, with a teruent on, that 
ſiding in the infinite bounty and 


of God, in the — j ctr 


— 


wa FTT 

Na the 2 9 2 of his Ries 
ſed Virgin Mother, did ycrily hope that it 
would ſhortly ſo come to paſic. That he did 
faythfully promiſe,and wiſh't him to make 
no queſtion, but that his firme purpoſe was 
ro negotiate for him. For it vpon cuth 
he did loue him, he would lone him cucn 
much more vehementiy in heauen , where 
charity is at her full. And all theſe _ 
did. he ſay, with his ſenſes, ſo entire, with his 
ſpcach, ſo direct and ſutable ro the mattet, 
that no man could imagine, that he ſhould ſo 
mortly paſſe out of this life. 

At that ſame time, Fa, Prouinciall entring 
his chamber, ſpake vato him, vnto whom 
he anſwered: Father, we are e 
whirher ſayth the Father. To Heauen an- 
fwererh he: then the Fa. replied; what euen 
ſo, to Heauen? Yea verily , vnleſſe my finnes 
hinder me, ſaid Aloyfius , the bounty ot God 
putteth me in hope ro arriue there. Fa. Pro- 
uinciall turning to ſome that ſtood by, ſaid 
with a low voyce: Heare, I beſeech you, he 
ſpeaketh of his going ro Hcauen : but we 
haue, debaned him for Freſcati. After- 
ward he asking. whether they thought good 
to diſpoſe of his body to the ordinary place 
of buriall, anſwere was made him, that his 
fanQiry ſeemed to ae, tha ſome parti- 
cular honour ſhould be done him therin. 
About ſome 1 — ſun-fer , 1 wal 
attending vpon him and putting my han 
vader bus bead, lifted ir vp; whilft he ect 
- 7 


ly faſtned his eyes vpon a little 
vherto a plenary Indulgence was » 
to any that ſhould pray before the lame at 
the point of death. , when he "Rong vp his 
trooke of his linnen night· cap. Iſuppo- 
ing that to be but ſome action of a dying 
nun, ſaid nothing, but put it on againe, a hen 
alicle after he had pulled it off, and I ſeeking 
to helpe him on with it againe ſaid, be con- 
tented brother Aloyſat, leaſt this evening 
ayre hurt your head. Then he by a certaine 
caſt of his eye giuing me notice of the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt crucihied : ſaid, Chrifias mo. 
nu capite operto non fuit : Chriſt, dying had 
not Gabel couered. With which wordes 
he trans fixed my hart with a pious and hol. 
ſome griefe. 
In the euening at that time which, the, 
An: Mary-bell is rung, when in his preſence 
ſ ther was had, who watch w 
that night, although be had his mind bukicd, 
in contemplation , he did notwithſtanding 
intreat a certaine Father, who was ncare yh 
to him, that he would once againe; a 
him his company. In like manner to an- 
ther , vnto whome deſiring to fee his laſt 


paſſage, he had promiſed to giue Saule 


due time, as it were by way of kee 
promiſc,he aid, ſee you ſtay. I * 
of the night his chamber being f com.. 


pany, the Rectour, ſeing him 
. achealch 
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ue no credit therunto, but ſuppoſingiu it 
is wont to happen to thoſe that are ſicke of 
a feuer) that he would continue ſome fey 
dayes, gaue order, that after he was gone il 
ſhould depart and betake themfe lues to reſt, 
neither would he ſuffer himſelte to be pet. 
ſuaded by any one, to giue them leaue to 
ſtay there , for ſo much as he was of an opi- 
nion that he would not dye otheru iſe tat 
he himfelfe would nor goe from him. Ther- 
fore charge only was giuen to Father Mui. 
ſter, togeather with another companion in 
like manner a Prieſt, to be caretully affiſtin 
about him. There is no man but may wel 
imagine, with what ſenſe of lone and grieſe 
we were ſeparated, from a copanion ſo deere 
vnto vs all, whome we were 1 afſu. 
red we ſhould neuer more fee liuing. But he, 
who was nothing ignorant of our grizfe, to 
the intent that he might comfort vs, promi- 
ſed that he would be mindful) of vs in Hea- 
wen: intreated that in t his his laſt cõflict, we 
would aſtiſt him with our prayers : and in- 
ioyned diuers of them that which he would 
baue them do for him after his death. So 
commaunded by the authority of F. Re- 
Sour, we all one after another departed 


rom him weeping. 

After he was ſeft alone with thoſe two 
Fathers; with his mind alwayes railcd to- 
wards God, he did fomerimes caſt forth cer- 
taine fentences of holy is 475 as that, Is 
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un (7/«.30.) Into thy handes (o Lord) Icom- 
e off mend my ſpirit, and ſuch like. There conti- 
fey ¶ nued for ſome {pace the ſame colour in his 
eil cheekes, at which time, they who were pre- 
ref}, ¶ ſent, c metimes offered vp their prayers tor 
his recouery , ſometimes ſprinkeſed him 
to vith holy water, ſometimes gaue vnto him 
5pi. ¶ the Crucifix ro kiſſe, not without ſome be- 
hat ¶ fitting admonitions to piety. 
ler- W ben he came to his laſt cõflict of death, 
ni. they diſcouered by the pale wanneſſe of his 
in acc, and by his ſweat breaking out, drop by 
ng # drop, that he was in a great agony. But he 
: vith halfe dead ſpeaches intreatod them that 
fe they would place him otherwiſe in his bed, 
re for be had now 3. whole dayes layne in 
. | famepoſture with his body. But they teas 
ring leaſtthey might haſten his death, and 
> | vith all ſuppoſing that this requeſt, of his 
might rather come from ſome naturall mo- 
tion, then aduiſedly from himſelfe, for {a 
much as they reſolued not to meddie with 
him, they exhorted him to call to mind, thas 
hard and narrow bed „ vpon which. the 
middeſt of ſo many anguiſhes and 2 
Chriſt our Lord offered vp his like, Wi 
which aduertiſement bring ad moniſbed ca- 
ſting his eyes vpon the Cruciſix, oh — 
words he could not, with geſture lign 
that he was cucn ready-t0 ſuffer, maze far 
the loue of God, & ſeemed to ouerule him 
ſelfe in the quiet enduring of that paine: nei- 
ther did he euer after ſo much 2 — 
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© Theſe Fathers, when they ſaw him nel. 
therable ro ſpeake nor moue, they deliver 
into his hand ( having firſt giuen him their 
bleſſing ) the hallowed candle: which he in 
teſtimony of perſcuerjng ſtill in the practiſe 
| fayth, laid faſt hould of,and with 
, ſeemed to vtter the moſt 
holy Name of Iz s vs, and at the laſt ſome- 
what moving his lips, berweene the ſecond 
and third houre of the night, with admita- 
ble tranquility rendred his dleſled ſoule to 
his creatour . herein he obtained that fa- 
uour, which he ſo much had deſired, that he 
— dye within the octaue of the moſt ho- 
ly Euchariſt, to the honour of which he was 
alwayecs extraordinarily deuout, or vpon 
Friday,in token of his pious mind towards 
Chriſte paſſion. T re when the eighth 
day after the feaſt of the ſacred Euchariſt 
— — bet. 
\ night, which is in t- 
7228 1 of lune, when he had li- 
hed 23/yeares,z.moneths,and eleauen dayes, 
he changed this mortall, for that euer ing 
happy life. And iuſt fo many yearcs 2 
moneths old;wasS.Lewis,the ſonne of (ber- 
2. the French Ki , of the order ot 5. 


Fun, and afterward Biſhop of Tolo/« 
whome'this our Bleficd A — 
very many vertues. 
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Aloyſur Golrqags + Lib. 11. 46t 

Of the 0b/e ales, bariall, and thoſe things which 
happencd to the body of B. Aloyuus. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 


E « 1t y thoſe ſame to prieſtes ſeeme 
to have receaued a great benefit from 
Almighry God, who were preſent at his 
death, that out of ſo great a number which 
vith ſo ardent deſires made ſute for that fa- 
nour, they ſhould eſpecially be choſen, to 
ſe a young man of fo great ſanctity, happily 
paſſing towards heauen, which was to them 
lo much the more comfortable, for that be · 
fore his departure, he had promiſed to com- 
mend them whilſt they were living , vato 
Almighty God. Fa. Miniſter was poſleſ- 
ſed with a certaine quiet reſt, and ce leſtiall 
ſwcerneſse ; his companion was ſurpriſed 
with a certaine vnuſuall ardour & holſome 
gricfe, and with a deſire of 1 God 
according to the inſtructions of 5 
Which mind of his abounding with many 
teares,he retained, not only many nionerhs, 
ur eu many yearcs, if not ſo ve he ment as 
when his gticte was freſh and greene,yert ſtill 
more or leſte, according as occaſion m_ 
red. Bur for io much as his piety incited him 
tO teare away, for himſelte , ſome of this 
Bleſzed y oug mans reliques, reverence wich. 
held him, ar he wold not lay violent bod 
of any thing that belonged to his body, but 
made ſute for the . of his ſho0s, che 
C 
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"4402 The Life of Blefled * © + 
nnes wherwith be was wont to write, and 
other things of the like kind, and preſeructb 
them euen at this very time that I write this 
The Infirmarians u hep they came to wah 
and take charge of his body, lifting vp be. 
fore the ſame prieſtes the ſheeres ot his bet 
found that braſcn Crucifix, which, aste 
haue ſaid before, he had continually bel 
cloſe to his breſt tor three daycs rogeather. 
When they ſtripped his body naked, they 
found a very thick hardned sk inne vpon bis 
— his perperuall cuſtome ot knee. 
p en his bare knees from his childhood 
had ſettled „ñn them, of which , fome 
cutting of ſome little peeces , Keepe to this 
day as a pious monument. One of the Ilnfir- 
— by the inſtigation of ſome that had 
him in great honour,atte mg ting to cut ſome 
uttle peece of bis flicſh, ftraiyhr repenting 
himſeltec of his enterpriſe, tooke only away 
ſome little part of his skinne, u ith which he 
recounteth that a icke perſon being by hu 
aduiſe touched. was reſtored to his health. 
W hen he had but euen newly giueh vp bis 
laſt breath, one of thoſe Fathers,which were 
rr certificd ſome of thoſe who: whillt 
lived were his moſt intimate friendes, that 
this our Angell was ſoared vp to Heauen, 
Who being ink indled with feruorous piety, 
threw themiciues out of their beds, & part 
(for that they thought him already enter- 
tainrd in thoſe happy dwellings of the Hea- 
venly eiten) they be gan to inuocate him, 


partly 


 eAloyſius Cf. Ht. 
anc a they offered vp their prayers for him, 
h chin the Name of tricnd ſhip he had re- 
bu. queſted of them before his death. The next 
morning being the 21. of lune, ſo ſoone as 
be. © ever the riſing- bell was but ſcaicely rung, 
bd the chamber where that facred body was 
oc placed, was full of company, and ail Ailing 
von their knees, either inuocated God for 
ber. his foule , or ( which was the far greater part 
bey ¶ of them) made interceſſion to him tor their 
hy} owne. Morcouecr, happy were they that cold 
ee. ¶ dur firſt lay hold of, witha pious affection, 
d -fiis ſhoos, his hire, his hoories, and other his 
we garments, His nailes, his haire, & ſome parts 
not his fleſh were cut of. Fromthence, his bo- 
r 9 was broghr into the publike chappellof 
the Colledge all the houres before noone it 
de was frequented by very many, eſpecially of 
gf thoſe young men of his acquaintance , who 
before were not only afrayd to touch, but 
eeuen to be hould a dead body, went to the 
bdeare, & redoubling this word Canet Saw 
, dn, ſtroue to imbrace, and kiſſe thoſe (a. 
$8 cred reliques. That wry morning , all rhe 
4 c 
ö 
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Maſtes both in the Colledge , and in ot her 
houſes of the Society in that Citty. were ſaid 
for his ſoule, although it was done by 
moſt, more to continue that cuſtome of the 
Society, then for that they thought he had 
any necd of them. 

It is hard for them that were not eye-wit. 
ne ſſes of this thing,to coccauc in their min- 


des, how much departure moued the 
Ce 4 minds 
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minds of all thoſe t rear in that Col. 
ledge. For no one was wills to ſpeake of 
= thing bur his vertue and ſanctity, whilſt 
ech one declared ſeuerally, whatſocuer fn» 

Fgular example they had obſerued in him. 
Bur far more frequent was he in their barts 
then in their mouthes, euery one reuoluing 
in his mind, of how ineſtimable a iewel!l they 
were depriucd , what a loſſe that day they 
had ſuſtained of his holy ſociety. 

About an houre before ſun ſet, when the 
Dirige & funerall praiets were to be ſaid,rhe 
facred body was brought out of the chap» 
pell into the great Hall, where the Fathers & 
all the other tellows were aſſembled. T here 
—_ one of them, euen the pricſts themicl 

, ues by turnes, before it was carried forth, 
kiſſed his had. Which kind of venerario be- 
ing wont to be exhibired only vnto pricſtes, 
was attribured ro the ſanctimony of this 
young man, who was initiated only inthe 
Ordincs minores . 

This office being performed, his funeral 
went forward with along traine to the ſa- 
ered Church of the Colled ge, called that of 
the Anneancists,& there the tunerall prayers 
were celebrated according to the cuſtome. 
After which there was ſo great a concoutſe, 
of young, men who were Students there, 
and of other people who encompaſſed the 
hearſe, to worſbip & take vnto themſelues of 
thoſe holy reliques , that the Fathers being 
pot now able to withſtand them „ were 
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A Congaga. [Li, 4of 
tonſtrained to 2 Church-doores a- 
_—_— In the meane time his hayre, 

s nayles, his inward and outward garmets 
were cut;his fingers ends, and two iointes of 
the little finger of his right hand were cut 
of. There were preſent alſo certaine Illu- 
ſtrious men, as Frenciſtus Dietrichftine,w ho at 
this day is Cdinall of the holy Roman 

Church Benediffus & Philip ¶ vie tam, alis Ur- 

ſinus, Maximilianus Perncil ainins, a Bobemian 

Lord, who afterward dyed one of the Priui- 
chamberlaines of Pope Clement the VIII. 

When he was there ready to be buried, ie 
ſeemed good both to other Fathers of great 
authority, and chicfly to F. Robert Bellarmine, 
that he ſhould not be buried after the ordi- 
nary, but coffined vp after ſome peculiar 
manner. For ſo much as N allied his 
life in ſo ſingular ſanctity, they nothing 
doubted, but how much the more careful he 
had been in his life time to obſcure himlſelfe 
from the knowledge of men, ſo much the 

more cleare in time to come, would God 
make his glory ro ſhine throughout the 
whole world. But wheras in that place it is 
the cuſtome not to include mens bodies of 
the Society in coffins, bur bury the in ſome 
zue without any curiolity , the Rectour 
ent Father Miniſter to the houſe of the 
Profeſſed, to the intent that he might aske 
counſell of Fs, Leaarentiss w, who that 
time was Aſſiſtent to Father General inthe 
procuratourſhip of Ley. He debating the 
Cc 3 matter 
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40 The Liſe of Ne ſrd 
matter with Fa.Generall, himiclte commau. 
ded that it ſhould be incloſed in a coffin: 
For ſo much as Fa. Gererall did for that 
cauſe , u illingly diſpenſe with this young 
man in that cuſtome, ſince rhere was no one 
vuto home his ſanctity was not very well 
know ne that it may euen hereby appeare 
that he who like one of the inhabitants 
Heaue was honoured with an vnuſuall kind 
of Euriall , Cid euen then flouriſh witha 
certaine fingular prayſe of celeſtiall vertus. 
Therefore being pur into a coffin that v 
preparcd for him, in the Chappell the 
taketh the Name of Chriſt-Crueified, 
which at the entrance of the great door 
is vpon the left hand, it was put into ane 
ther vault, which is next to the publike 
firecte, at that fide, at which the Goſpdl 
is wont to be read. For many daycs after at 
all common aſſemblies, there was no other 
diſcourſe, then of the verrue of this ho 
or ug man.And they that liucd in that Co- 
edge being now depriued of him liuing, be. 
gan to worſhip him dead. Thertore no day 
paſicd, bur ſome one or other went to his 
monument,and faluted him with long pray- 
ers. In which cuſtome very many pericucred 
many moneths,and euen many yeares,whillt 
they ſpent their time at Rome. Amongſt theſe 
was Fa. Iloannes Antottins Ualtrinss, who 


*thongh he had ncuer bene acquainted with 


2 Dim liuing, when a little after his death com- 
7 Ming our ot Kieily, he had read thoſe * 
| w hich 
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eAloyſinsr Gomgage. © , Ir. 
vbich I had written of his life he burnce 
with ſo much affection towards him, that he 
did not only daily viſit his tombe, but als 
ſo trow it with flowers of diuers kinda, 
which he gathered out of the garden, ſay- 
ing, that the very flowers did mourne for 
this Bleſſed ma, who had flouriſhed with the 
endowment of ſo many exquiſite vertues. 
The body of B. «Aloyſius remained in that 
Coffin ſcauen whole yeares, namely til the 
yeareof our Lord 1598. when , leaſt in pro- 
eeſſe of time it might be mingled with othet 
bodies, by order giuen from. Claudia Aga. 
#s4 the Generall, his bones vpon the 22. day 
of lune the yearc 1898. were tranſlated, from 
the old Coffin into another leſser one, and 
in the wall of the ſame vaule which is next to 
the ſtreet, placed fomewhar on high. There 
by permiſſion of Father Prouinciall, who 
mſelf was prefer at — of this 
worke , certaine partes of his reliques being 
taken out, — rſed into many citties 
of Italy, and carried into Polonia, and Indis; 
Morcouer Fa. Prouinciall tooke ſome of 
them to himſelfe and gaue other ſome to o- 
thers. Neither will I heere let paſse that the 
ſame Prouinciall did affir me, that his bones 
wert found ioyned togeather, in that mo- 
deſt faſhion , with his head ſubmiſſive 
bowing, in the which for the moſt part 


accuſtomed to be whilſt he lived : which 
thing made a notable impreſſion of piety in 
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the m that beheld it. 
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tothe Cinch name of Ins vs, the 
reſt of his body, was the 13, of May the yeare 
16 05, with many rorches, curious m 
attending vpon it, brought by the 
the prieſtes,to the chappell of our Lady 
the — Church wherin before it lay ,and 
placed there in the wall ypon the Goſpell 
ſide ſomew hat neere to the Altar. They la- 
boured indeed to tranſport it very ſecretly; 
but the Embaſladour, togeather with his 
wife had no ſooner entred the Church; as in 
like manner the Duke of Poli, and other 
chiefe me, but that there flocked in ſo great 
a multitude, that it began preſently to be fil- 
led. And a long buſineſſe it was to diuers Fa- 
thers, to yield thoſe ſacred reliques to them 
that importunately begged to kiſſe them, to 
honour them, and to touch them with their 
beades, before they were buried in the place 
appointed, There to this very day dothoſe 
holy bones reſt,and are adorned , with the 
picture of the Bleſſed young man ſet ouer 
them, hung about with many Votiue Ta- 
blers, with a lampe continually burning, & 
frequently honoured by the proper: 

n the meane while we humbly beſeech 
his happy ſoule,ro obtaine for vs mercy 
of God in heauen, who here vpon earth pro- 
ſecute with honour the ſacred ſhroud of his 
body: and that he would vouchſafe to pro- 
cure for vs his grace, that in time to come 
we may be ſocnriched with merits, that ig 
reſpect of them we may be worthy of thoſe 
den 


SIS che Father , and the Ho 
G | be giuen all honour and glory — 
without end. Aces. + 
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Of the Letters e after 


Fr = x B. Aloyſins had paſs 
) ſed to a better life, man 
5 Letters were ſent to 
a) mother , that moſt Hoe 
T2 Ye nourable Lady,wbich des. 
A Yo) clared how — 
[2D * nion of San it 
in the minds of. men after his death. 
others Fa. Claudin! Ajnanine the Ge 
did aſsurc her that from hence. forward, 22 
mi ght haue recourſe to him as to a deere & 
faythfu'l patron in heauen, for ſo 
was confidently thought, that that 


* The Life of _ 
inely fortunate ſoule, did euen then en. 
oy eternall felicity; neither would he euer 
ceaſero help and comfort him, togeather 
with the reſt of his companions in Relis 


n. 
Father Rectour of the Roman Colledge 
certihed her, that Aloyſins was paſſed to x 
more bleſſed life, not only in his ſoule , but 
euen in his countenance, and whole body fo 


_=_ and compoſed ,that he had excited a 
elire in all ro imitate his death, which was 
correſpondent to his life, moſt holily lead 
and endowed with all kind of vertucs. An 

that therfore ſhe and the reſt of the ſame fa. 
mily ſhold not ſo much gricue for his loſe, 
as reioyce that one of their Kindred was 

transferred to the number of the Saints. 
The ſelfe ſame teſtimony haue many moſt 
— — giuen by their — Hay 
eſpecially s Roboreasr that moſt 11- 
luſtrious Cardinall wrote to the ſame Noe 
ble Lady in this manner. The left thar/iay in 
, good Father Aloy ſius trenſ- 
ported to 4 more happy life; and ſuch 4h — 
12 


Hos of him, and opinion of bis cgregions 
#20075 be leſt vnto s, that thoſe Fathers 
bircompenions being confident , that he rhincth 


glorionjly in heanen, hanc attended bis death 
With no leſſe admiration then tearcr. This verily 
engbe to be @ great comfort Onto 
thet ho will negotiate with 


vos, and hope, 
| the 
— yr his 72 
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ul hogs will offit vs with his 
To the ſame effect were t 
Cardinall Scipio Conga, which he ſear to 
the Biſhop of unt hs brother, and to 
Aus his mother. In theſe he declareth 
that Alley had now entred into a more 
bleſſed lite, and that his end was of fo hol- 
ſome example, that he is rather tobe honou- 
red with ioyes, then bewailed with teares, 
Moreouer, how great the opinion of this 
ame Cardinall was of the ſanctity of Aloy- 
1, Pope Clement the g;. gaue a moſt remar- 
kable teſtimony. For he vpon the 5. of Au- 
guſt, the yeare 1604. of his owne accord en- 
tring inro diſcourſe with the Marques of ( 
ion the Emperours Embaſſadour of bi 
pray ſes. reftified that Scipio Gonqags had of- 
ten had ſpeach with him of the ſingular ſan» 
ctity ofghis young man, andehar withall he 
had confeſſed, that with euen looking vpon 
him only, his mind had bene trans | 
a holſome griefe, and that in reſpe of a cer- 
taine celeſtiall innocency that he beheld in 
him, he was ſo much ſtirred vp vnto piety, 
that he was not able to with-hould himſe 
from teares, Furthermore his Holineſſe wht 
he recounted theſe things, and heard other 
likewiſe of hiꝭ ¶anctity of life, and miracles, 
euen as it were weeping, ſpake with a ſ21ſi- 
ble vehemency theſe words: Bleſſedir he 
i nov verily betiome to emioy Immort 


a7 

2255 ſeracd you, ani brought peace to bis {4- 
250 You haue 4 friend in — Whoſe fayth- 
fell t, you may cOnfiie, aud Who Will dc)cud 

* you _ all harme, 
And contormable to this likewiſe, wa 
the iudgment , of that moſt renowned and 
troſtholy Lady Elconxors, Arch-duchelle of 
Ata, and Duchetle of Aan, as it ap- 
Raten by her letter which at that time ſhe 
ent to Aleyſia his mother, u hich after this 
manner we read in the printed book ot her 
— ng with my felfe( moſt Illuſtrious 
Lady) how bitter gre fe you maſt of neceſſity con- 
Frame for the (off, of your ſoune, and When | mea- 
Fare it by my oO'wne, who although I was not bis 
mother, ne ncrthelc ße loncd bim Aye With 8 
wotherly affeffion, I cannot but taks compaſſion 
of you. Aus verity not of you only, but in (ihe man- 
wmerof our Whole family, the groancs of which, 
rain mor ally by any force of or, withowt di- 
uur hei pe, we canmot «ſc. Bet if with more 
mens wer conſider, that this moſl hap- 
Py /oule,haning rent ber Way through the blind 
we ylc of her body , 1 ſoared vp to eternal ſplew- 
Aer, fo that ſmitperiod of lory unto which whil 
the lizedin this wretched! vale of miſeries, che did 
with /o fall comrſe battex where being more necr- 
by «ccommodated, rhe may With eaficr accefſe, re- 
mme nd our prayers to our benigne Lord, veri- 
> let ot render pray/ſcs and thanky vnto or good 


God, 
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God haze I od red; whemre camriow 

mind — ow 62 eſt o great dun- 
you haut dons ; but —— 


tl 
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len Nen, ee, e 
call, that baia deliwered 1 terre 
ina mad, be bath beſlowed bimin that bis glo- 
riows Citty ————— > o 
b commodity let 22 our griefe , for ja 
mach as of 4 mortall, we ſte him become 4 
. e. To this her letter the Author 
cr life adeth theſe words which follow. The 
bone named Aloyfius Gonzaga, was the eldeft 
fonncof Ferdinand, Marques of Caſtilion, the 
from bis very cradle lined an Angelicall life beer 
on certh. Rendring vp his title and domnien of 
Marques to his younger brother, and betakjng 
bimſclſe tothe Society of 1 « 8 v s, ended his life, 
about the 24.yc are of bus age. Fell may that le uo 
rified in him which the dit man wrote, Conſume 
mats in brex, explenit tempors , Plc 
enim erat Deo anime illins, propter hoc 4 
wit i lam cdacere de medio ee ($59.4 
ke ing ſoone ripe, he was equiualent to tho 
that are affoarded a gat ans for his ſoule 
was acceptable vnto For this reſpect 
did he haſten to deliuer him from the mid - 
deſt of iniquity: Eleonora hasint had notice gi» 
wcu her of this young mans death, both ſpaks m 
ay things tending to hut prayſe and often had ius 
ach in ber month: A Saint-liks young man he 
lord, and liks s Saint be dyed. There are allo 
thoſe that recount that ſhe moreover added 
this,that this man ſhould be the firſt who gf 
the family of the Gongags's ſhould be cano- 
nized for a Saint. 9 * 
Let vs end this chapter with. 
ters of Thowas Mancinus a Noble 
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tuncrall Rites were perfor. 
h particular ceſtimony of ſome 
happened therin, For he ſayck 
in thrs — 
Moſt Iltwfirions and Excellent Lady. At thit 
— I reft dosbtſal, whether | ho 
2 nate your gri or congr atwl ate Aloyſius 

Bleſſed Fathers aÞpy departure to 4 far bei- 
fer Hud of life. For I cannot ſufhciently a1 ſcerne, 
Whether rhomld — greater impreſſion in « 
wothers mind,this yo caley lofie of him, or 


that bis — — o fl — wl cher Vee 


lily I griene that we are bere 4 of þ 
eminent 4 man, and that x hows table to 4 
griefe , then which | maks aq weftion whether any 
Cawbe greater fo that in 10 his l aft ſicih ue ſſe you 
5 — to ſte him , no not ſo mach 41 
5 [ #ft cloſing vp of his life. Bat bins ſwrel 
tl ate, ar ok with his excellent 
* — "whil he lined, merited he ancy, 
conft ant opinion of all he did ra- 
ther fy 9 ſo — rel ing of hut ac- 
fomplirhed vertuc did he le aue bebing him both 
to Rome, and the whole world befides. Therfore 
4 man, = 23.ye ares of age he 
arnuedto that de ion, that if he b 
ed, > ca age, be comld not hawe hoped fo 
ay in the cem 
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that of the Annunciata,his fencrull- was 
— th: 7 formance Wherof | was pre= 


ſent. Neither will /p arc to relate this, that h 
v not only great bo nowr exhibited to bis g- 
ques by the Fathers of the Society themſelmes, but 
18 7 who were preſent j jar venerivtion - 
; IN ſs cut his garments : neither owght I to e age 
counted Vane 1 thowld add more , wherof 
I hope you thell certiſicd, and perhaps CHIN by 
th: Fathers themſclmes, who better kna'w the mab.. 
ter. There is truly as yet un miracle of oy 
thed either for that there is non, , or for -< 
there be tt is hitherto concealed; bas nexert 
bis vener ation is celebrated DN. 4s1f it weve 
of ſome holy man that had 5hined with miractey. 
Aud this day, which 1s Saturday, abowt-3. hounes 
before ſun-ſet I am towld , that ery many tint: 
firious men, reque ſi ſome one thiug,or other of hjg 
wh1ch.he made uſe of in his life tte. Theſe teri... 
ly are the canſer which mate me donbtſull, whom 
ther or no we ought to griens. for bu dun 
There is fome one H heth her- to ſet dotous 
his life in writing, and ſo ſoone as it is un, 
te ge 4 copy t rof PA RN 
41 at the ac vg of bis death he was veramec 
ten With griefe: /o'was the [ame V;79, mb 
gated vpon the heaping of this his fo great 
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Aloyſius the very next weeks before his, 
* * 
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2 Lame onto me wo letters, whicheight int) 
. 1 } direfled onto yos, he intreating me — 


world do my beft eudeawonr , that they 

be cert arnely be deltmered; for ſo mach as theſe ¶ ſeie 

n be the left that he chu write to you S 

(Moſt Exc, Lady) «nd to his brother the Mar ( 
s 


Ae, 

To comci aue, this did I re folne ho ſbe ner to in- be 
\part unto you by wylctters, to the intent that by Y de 
„ weaves I might both ſpeaks unto you , and } Mot 
you; wth which ſolace maintains you lac 
Vel ſe fo long till, as | deſire, ſome other may Writ? lin 
Mato you more at large of ai thinges. In the means | u 
dh ſets limit, 1 pray you, to yourgrieſe, & e- it | 
SOrmred vut0 this bleſſed Father u o of whoſe ful 
Prexers canbein vane ) the prace and quiet of | 
Jour moſt Excellent faunly. From Rome this 22. kt 
#f Janc the yeare 1597. * 
. And by theſe jetters which hitherto we b. 
aur allcadged , we may eaſily coniecturt, tl 
with how great a Name of ſanctity he flow. I © 
vifhed ar that ume hen he departed out of a 
thas life. be 
The notable reffimony which Robert Bellar- 1 

mine, that wolt renowned {ardinall , g of 


B. Aloyſius. f 
ew CHAP. II. 
Niro the letters of theſe graue men, 

y which confirme the diuulged — 


excellent vertue, Iwillnow annere 
ol Robert 


Bel, that moſ 
wall ,{s otren — 


. — 
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7 


Ie 


K 


| ris Congare, - I. 1. 
inthis my hiſtory, of his interiour vęrtuss. 
For he who had long time in the Roman 
Colledge, youcrned this B. young man cd 
ſcience, and had well experienced vieh how. 
cat endowments his mind was cnriched. 
God, at my requeſt vnder his one 
hath ſer dow u in writing, v hat ſoeuer things 
he could call to mind of him. and feat it N= 
to me to the Colledge of the Profeſſed at 
Ame, from his houſe t hat he had in the pa- 
lace of the Vatican. And although guen 
ſingle teſtimony ot any on Cartiiage! {ug 
is the high eſtimation of that „ wat 
it ſclfe in the Roman Court of hudicatute 
fufficicat authority and credit „as T. 
levsr,and other learned in the law haue con- 
frucdzand verily for my owne latisfacuonys 
Iwonld neuer require any more 
hand-writng of ſuch a man ,Temarka le 
the world oucr forexcellency of learning 
inte grity of life; agtwithſtandingro the 
wat chat Imight conhtirme this truth, an 
elt are ech onc trom any the leaſt ſcruple 275 
rin, I haue preuailed ſo tar with this molt It 
luſtrious Cardinall, that he himſelte mage dq 
peu proteſſion the rof betore the Notary of 
the Apoſtolicall chamber, and b oath conn 
— the ſamce · And it was in this Miner 
verbatim. pews” 
bt Rewerend Fs. I ill 22 very willingly 
conde ſtews #0 10818 A that Which youre quire af 
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- 1 ** 
ants thoala not be concealed the ho. 
ledge of men. I haxe often taken the particaler 
confeſſons of our moſt ſweet, and holy brother A. 
loyuus Gonzaga , aud one general one in likg 
manner, Which contained the particulars of but 
whole life aud he tool great conte atme nt, to ſcrae 
mit'at Ma, to conxcr ſe with me, and d'/courſe of 
Diane matters. Out of thoſe his conj:[ſwons, and 
that hit conwerſation , I do verily perſuade my 


Z — may very truly aſhruc theſe thinges 
Se 


Firſt, thet he did neuer admitte any mortal 
fes c- traly for the whole comrſe of hit life 
from the very firit ſeanenth yeare of his age | am 
fertainely of: of thoſe firit ſcanen years 
(Wheriz he bad neither that knowledge of God 
Which afterward he had, nor conſequently could 
pr faliow it in bis life) I only goc by probable con- 
ieftarc. For neither is it lth; [(ythat a child either 
23 deſigned for ſogre at parity aid 
ther ſpot himſeift with any mort ill ſiu ue. 
Seronaly that Ls from the fir ſeancnth yeare 
his age (at Which time, are related unto me 
ad connerte-: lun iſe from ti e worid vnto Co) 
be lead a perſett ſiſe. | 
Thiraly.that he nencr at any time fownd ny 
ation to laft. 
 Pomrthly, that he nexey for the moſt parte, it 
his prayers and conte mꝑlation (onto Which he «p* 
ted himſ/- ife moſi commonly vpe hir knees, o 
aning vpon any thing)ſound any ui ſlractiom. 
v4 that he % as for obeatence, humility, 
wortiication, abſtinence, prudence piety, and pw- 
Fity,,ncu 4 mirror, Is 


hed 
WC 


av © = of of * 


rr 


tains re pre ſentation of the e glory of the 
B: . eule with fo exce 4 
light, that wheras he had beene vouch the 
fame for the ſpace of a-whole night, he had not 
thought that it had amounted to the ſpace f 4 
quartcr of as houre. : 

At the [ame time, Fa. Ludouicus Corbi. 
nellus being newly dead, when } arkgd him What 
he thought of bis ſomle, veri'y he anſwered me de 
ry confidently in theſe words: He had paſied Par- 
gatory without making any flay there. I who very 
well Kur his di/poſetion to be very conſiderate in 
ſdeakjng, and armin 4 matters , 4 
redly perſuaded my ſtlfe that he had vndecritan.- 
ding theroſ from Nemerthcleſſe | abitained to 
pre: him . fangt winifber vate 

i'm ſome occ pads, 3 aber 
thinges which I comld ſpeaks of, ont, for nb 
am ſomc what diſſident of remewbring the durch 
particulars of them. 

To conclade, f am verily of an opinion, that be 
vent directly to participate ingiory With wp in 
fed. and ha alwvayes 4 ſernple to pray for ys 
fouls, fearing leait I might F. iner te that 
grace of Godwhich Fhne's to b; in him, Bat con- 
trari wiſt I made no 222 re 
wy ſalſe unto his prayers, is which } repoſe 
y 67, han — me mot R. F. FW — 
#tthe Palace this 17, of Offober is 


Toa # lowing brother in 
Rgmere neces 71. 
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N. diverters B. Aloy ſins. He reconrreth My 
. they From t e potnt death. He procureth a 


happy liberty to a noble woman mech indan- 
eee inchild. birth. Het delittereth à certiine 


wan ſrom dauer of looſing his fight. 
CHAP. III. 


T was not truly my intention, when firſt 
LI applied my mind to the writing of this 
. ſtory, to make any collection of the mi- 
racles and benefits wrought by Ged in di. 
uers places, through the merits and retom- 
Mendation of B. Alyfus after his death, but 
only to relate his ſingular actes of piety and 
.Sertug, which with Gods affiſtance , there is 
K may very well imſtate. For verily 
Frhe commendat ion of his miracles, 
. Ful ning great inereaſe to the o- 
Nh bf his Metity, eſpecially in the minds 
of them, u ho had any conimerce or familis- 
Ty Wirh him in his life time. For in the eſti- 
mation of iutelligent and learned men, thoſe 
de ſeſti / guiftes wherwith living he was a» 
"dorfitd , were of more account, then the 
*ofworking miracles. According vt 
| neh a'ctrraine prieſt of notable wile- 
Acne who having read the actes and mo- 
numents o his nctity, was increarcd b 
the Superior that he would ſer doty ae his 
option f - wrote expreſly im theſe 
"words: My — it, but this your comp 
aon Was 4 very Jen, 


and very worthy to be 
ranged 
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ent then if 


Bur to the intent that 
o him, I 


and miracles, 


death by like authority; | 
fred in tables and confir me 
ol ſufficient witneſſes. F 
which are ſaid to bene do 
lived, will of ſer-purpole 
The yeare 1593- when 
0 


entred into arme: zthe 
ques himſeite & of B. AI, 


N. Toe Life of Blefed 
ed and vrterly dishartned, ſhe could not fo 
much as ſheed one teare; behoulding now 
herdelicious darling , ſhe was ſo far forth 
moued , chat ſhe wepr ſweerly , and enter- 
Tained a hope, not only to recouer her 
health, but alſo to ſce againe the flouriſhing 
ate of her children. After he was vaniſhed 
out ot her ſight, beyond the opinion of all 
men ſhe recoucred her health, and dayly af. 
'terward became a happy ſpectatour, of rhe 
ſucceſlefull increaſe ot Marques Francts his 
fortune, whoat this day gouerneth the Mar. 
que ſate. Therfore the firſt miracle done by 
this Bleſſed man after his death, was the ten- 
der of this pious office to his mother. This 
admirable viſion, both the Marques him- 
ſelfe related vnto me at Caſtilion, and the 
Counteſſe Lr. GongazaM artinengs at Brefe 
cia, and alſo it was afterward ratified by au- 
thtnricall writings. 
Acertaine Noble Lady, very remarkable 
for iety, being in Chiſd-birth, oppreſſed 
with very ſharpe panges, and hauing after- 
ward wraſtied with many bitter and mortall 
throbbes, when at laſt she had voyded forth 
a great quantity of bloud, all her naturall vi- 
gour and ſtrength being ex hauſted, was no 
way able by any help of Phiſitians to yield 
birth to the child that now remained dead 
in her wombe, thertore ſhe berooke her- 
ſelte rather to prouide for the health of her 
ayle, then her body; when a certdine gyrle 
the houſe, much giucy.to ꝑiety, being not 
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_ eAloyſin * 
ignorant how much po 
with Almighty God, imploreth his helpe, & 
yoweth that if that Noble Woman, might 
eſcape that imminent danger of death, ſhe 
would come, and preſent a votiue Tablet at 
his ſepulcher. This vow being made, the 
Noble Lady lying in her bed, without any 
detriment to herielfe, is deltueted of the 
dead child, and at this very inſtant whilſt T 
write this, lhueth in rerfedt health. In teſti- 
mony of this matter the gyrle which I ſpake 
of, brought à painted Tablet to this Bleſſed 
mans ſepulcher, which firſt of all others was 
hung vp there. All theſe particulars did 1 
vnderſtand frõ the gyrle herſelf, wherof me. 
tiõ is made in the acts of Piacena, & others. 
Anthony Urban of Siena, a youth of ſix- 
teene yeares of age, by trade a Tailour, 
bein litempered in his head, by the con- 
tinuall diſtillation of ſharp and malignant 
humours, was ſwelled in the face, and in 

his eyes fo weakned , that he could nei- 
therendure the aire nor the light: moreouer 
this young man afflicted with a feuer, kept 
his bed, where when for the ſpace of a m- 
| neth he had continually layne,there grew in 
his left eye a white weft or ſcumme, or a lit. 
tle knob not vnlike a pearle ; which for fo 
much as it began in the a of his eye, dif. 
perſing by degrees round about the ſame, 
did ſo couer it, that raking away his whole 
ſight, it made the young man ſtarko blind '6f 
——— to 2 
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* The Life of Blefed 
File. humour —— to diffuſe it 
he was conſtrained daily to & 
lament , it was much feared leaf - mi 
25 the vſe of the other eye likewiſe, The 
hiſtians attempted divers times to apply 
ſeuerall medicines. Bur in reſpect either of 
the yiolence of the malady , or for that they 
were ouer late miniſtred to the young man, 
as being neglected in regard ofhis pouerty, 
inſtecd of caſe, they added to his affliction. 
That being diſcouered, the Phiſitien, when 
he had preſcribed certaine other remedies, 
which he found tooke no effect, gaue over 
che man as vncurable. Thertore this poore 
icke ma being deſtitute of all humane he 
and aſſiſtance,lay languiſhing in his bed, wit 
t hard knob faſtned immouable vpon the 
ht of hiseye;the inflammation & payne of 
both his eyes, did daily increaſe , rhe ſbarpe 
humour o much abound , that from 
both his eyes it continually ran vpon the 
| bolſter , and in the night that clammy and 
viſcouſe matter, did lo gum-yp his eyes, chat 
it was very hard in the morning to get open 
either of them. Neither did any cxiſis, or pur- 
| Fus, or euacuation, or naturall ſweat, yield 
im any eaſe, And yerily , hauing laid a ſide 
All hope of recouery, he was cuery day work 
bandlcd then other. By chance it fell out 
that an vncle of his, being by his trade a pot- 
hea as he ſaw in the hands of a certaine 


a Tanger Þ, -tigfr tage. 


7 n 


ded rherunto » h giueth 
his to borrow the eickur 


it ro the icke perlen: 
e that vow· There this 
i e 


mediately in 


418 ' The Lifeof Blefed 
for the ſpace of hue houres — night, be 
thought in his ſle pe, that he was reſtored to 
his former health, and cuen returned to his 
ſhop. Wakening about the ninth houre, 
when he found his cyes voyd of their accu.” 
ſtomed paine 1 cleanſed, and his 
eye-lyds opened , he began ro imagine that 
he was perfectly recouered. But ſo ſuddai- 
nely, was he able to make no cerrtaine rriall, 
by reaſon that he was in darkeneſſe. Ther. 
fore calling vpon his Vncle , he proclaymed 
that he did verily thinke he was delivered 
out of his diſeaſe, for ſo much as neither his 
eyes did grieue him any more, and that his 
eye-lyds were opened, without any trou- 
ble. So ſoone as it was faire day Authouy 
when as he beheld the light, ſpeaking to his 
Aunt, who by chance came vnto him: I ſee 
(my good aunt ) I fce,faid he, Iam ſound & 
whole.By this voyce ſhe togeather with her 
brother being called to his bed fide , find 
eAnthonics cycscleare, and freed from their 
accuſtomed humours and inflammarion; & 
in like manner the hard knobbe which be- 
fore did couer the ſight of his eye was remo. 
ued to the left corner of the ſame, now exte- 
nuated and vaniſhing ( and afterward wore a 
"way abſolutely ) leauing no impediment in 
his fight. For this ſo manifeſt a fauour ſhe- 

ved vato them, with all the ſcrious induſtry 
that 233. 2 render than- 
es to God and B. Atoyfiar, The young man 

Rimſeife, who before could by na meanes 

E brooke 


len Gomrgags. [ Lib. rr. 429. 

brooke neither the ayre, nor light, leapeth 
out of his bed ſafe and ſound , goeth forth 
ibroad, pre ſenteth himſelfe at Maſſe to giue 
chan kes vnto God, and finally betaketh 
bimſelfe not long after to his tay tours trade. 
This miracle , after that, according to the 
tuſtome, audience had bene giuen vnto wite 
neſſes by the authority of the Arch biſbop 
of Hens, was regiſtred, and many Phiſttians 
did teſtify vpon their oathes, that he could 
nat be cured, but by diuine and ſupernatu- 
rall force. 
A Gentleman of Rome, hawing made 4 vom 10 
B. Aloyfius,fs cared of the fone. In like mau- 
ner Gentleman of Luca ir delin ved from = 
malignant ſeuer, by banging his reliques at his 
Becky. 


C HAP. IV. 
A GexnTLEMAN of Rome, being one 


both pious and learned, as often as he 

knee led vpon his knees, was vexcd with ant 
incredible payne of the ſtone; neither could 
be find any remedy thertare, albeit he ſoghe 
it with great dilizece, When he had cõt inued 
ſõtime in that infinity, & one day applying 
bimſelfe vpon his knees, tothe ſolemnity ia 
$. Marcelias his Oratory ,\ which is viſually; 
celebrated for the ſpace of 20. h 
felt that torment very ſharpely; & be fe 
by inward ſuggeſtion to his mind, 
ould forremedy therot recourſe 
Ac. Tbertore car * 


: 
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um, rhat he would pleaſe ro make intereeſ. 
fien for him vnto Almighty: God, be vo- 
ueth, that if he be frecd from theſe griefet, 
he would hang at the fepulcher of this Bleſ. 
ſed man, ſome monument of the miracle, 
The vow being made, immediatly, much to 
his comfort, all his paine and troble paſlerh 
away. But for ſo much as for the ſpace of 


his vow,bcing ſurpriſed with the ſame ma- 
lady, and fearing teaſt he might be thus pun- 
niſhed for neglecting the ſame, getting a cb. 
uenient time, when the feſtiuall day was ce- 
lebrated in Rowe in honour of him, he pla- 
ted the miracle at his ſepulcher, and was 
Ea ſpeedily delivered of his paine. Nei- 
ther was he euer after, (as he himſe lte athr- 
med vnto me and others, tor the adding ro 
the glory of this Beater] vexed with thoſe 
of torments . > & 

lies Gaidiccionat a gentleman of Lacs 
fellinto a malignant feuer at Rome the lame 
accompanied with a very ſbarpc paine in 

tis bead , and per pet uall want of ſlce p. diſ- 


Rreangrh, mourucfull ſigha, and thote 
ched from che very botome of his hart, 
which be choughs he telt pricked with 4 
—.— needles; with the ſmall pox alſo, 
whon they had but ſcarceiy broken: 
for th, — —_— —— 8 * 
, taring ad 1Npayreoe , 
— taint, & great diſi culty ot 2 
N thing. 
A 


ſome monet hs he deferred the execution of 


3 of his pulſe, imbecillity of: 
tet 
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thing: All which wl 29 21 
ing 12 


S 
out u ard remedies did mitigate , bein 
for deſperate of the Phiſiiaut makin 
confeſsion and receauing the Euchari 
preparcth himſelfe for death, In the meane 
while he is vilited by ſame of the Fathers of 
the Society of [xs ys , who decjaring the 
lanctity of BeAloyſins,& the benefits and ad- 
mirabſe thinges which by his mediation Al- 
mighty God had performed, promiſed that 
they would bring * ome part of his 
r-liques, He beingexcired with zeale towards 
him,and expectation of his reliques , began 
to be as confidently perſuaded of his owne 
recoucry, as if he had already receaued ſome 
pledye therof fro Almighty God, ſuppoſing 
that the re liques being but once hung at his 
cl he ſhould be curcd preſently. I he next 
not ning he of his oe accord requeſted to 
have the m. The lame day they being broght 
be did with feruent deuortion receaue them, 
& u hen he had with them made vpon him 
ſelfe the ligne of the croſſe imploriag with 
all the affection that he might the patronage 
of that Bates, he hangeth them about big 
necke. hnmediatly his miner is ap 
T he hof tions in che cueuint found The mas 
well eaſed. The cruell fixte , which 125 
thought would bauc Sepriuce Ale. of 

life ,did afterward wholy forlake him, his 


torments craſcd, his returaed in the 
night he ſlept ſouodly, after he he 
tound himiclie free, 484 


1 Tie Life ef 
iel ant the next morning returning ito cum 
him, fouod not in him ſo much as the leaſt 
foot ſtep of the feuer, &, which cauſed them out 
more to wonder, there remained euen no tior 
d reg of ſo difficult a diſeaſe in him. The 
whole matter was by authority of the Magi. 
ſtrates regiſtred,and placed in a painted ta- 2 
blet at the ſepulcher of B. Aloyſizs . felt 


<A Religions Uirgin at Florence, by the Peliqney aft 
of B. Aloyſius, is cared of 4 very trowbicſoms Hz 


Canter. an 
CHAP. v. 5 

0 J Hs yeare 1699. when certaine Reli- * 
gious women who liuc in Florence at F. li 
Mary dee Angclis had read the life of Blefſed po 


Aloyſizs ,as it was at firſt ſer dou ne by me, ſh 


they obtained ſome little peece of his bones, tc 

; Whichtothis houre they — with lingu- ſc 
lar piety and honour. There was in that Mo- ft 
naſtery amongſt the younger Virgins, which t 

ia g newly conſecrated vnto God, are held 5 

in more ſtrict diſcipline then the reſt, one t. 


who was called Angels Catharine Carlinis, t 
who for foure whole yeares, was tormented a 
with a great grie fe ouer all her lefr fide from 0 
the crow ne of her head, to the very ſole of 0 
her foote, bur eſpecially her ſhoulders and 

armes were vexed with that payne. Doubt- 
lefle that humour, or diſtillation eppreſſcd | 
her, from which ſhe feared: ſome great miſ- 
Ale might grow vaio her, as dit 
77 a came 
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monet anuaty, by nighe being wake 
ourof her fleepe ith « vehement diſtilla- 
tion and cough, vnd er her left pap,ſhe found 
2j it were a certaine heauy burden to lye v- 
pon her, with a ſharpe paine, and the part af. 
fected alter 4 certaine ſort gnawne: when ſhe 
felt it wit h - had,ſhe . i thing as — 
as marble, of the bignefle of an egge, hic 
afterward was diſcouered to * Canker. 
Hardly, and with great griefe did ſhe moue 
any part of her body, ſhe went bowing her 
head, but nothing was more bitterly pain. 
full vnto her then do lift vp her armes. In the 
night ſhe could by no meanes lye on that 
ſide, and if by chaunce ſhe turned herſelfe y. 
pon it in her fleepe ,rranshxed with paine, 
ſhepreſently awaked. Oftẽtimes ſhe was able 
to take no Hleepe, and whilſt ſhe was caring” 
ſo great was her trouble, that ſcarcely du 
ſhe rake that which ſufficed narure. Never. 
theleſſe partly out of modeſt baſhfullneſſe, 
partely out of; 2 deſire to ſuffer ſome atuerhe 
ty for Gods ſake, ten whole weekes ſhe in- 
tertained this new torment in ſecreſy. Bug 
when ſhe began to take the ſpiritual Exer- 
ciſes of J. Ignatia, which the holy Virgins 
of that Monaſtery are accuſtomed every 
care to doe wheras in the middeſt of them 

r diſcaſe increaſed, ſhe was moued in con- 
ſcience to conceale it no longer. Therfore 
ſhe diſcloſerh to Maris Paciſca Towalia c he 


he reſt of che 
R Views 


municating che ſame with Exangelifis la- 
cmd, and with Maris Magdalene de 
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bin there, the — matter, who com- 


Para Miſtreſſe of the Nouices, they pre- 
ſently viſit the ſicke womans griefe, and 
by their handling therof , diſcouer that it 


was 2 er , which io like manner not 
very long before had occafioned the death 
of a certaine other Virgin of the lame Mo- 
naſtery . Her miſtreſſe repoling no confidence 
in naturall remedies , betaketh herſelſe to 
implore the helpe of God, and finding 
in her prayers a certaine inſtinct, that by 
way of tauour ſhe ſhould requeſt ot B. 4 
leyſius to recommend this matter vnto God, 
ſhe exhorteth likewiſe the Virgin to do 
the ſame, Moreouer fo ſoone as ſhe vnder- 
flood how much was attributed to the ſan- 
tity of B. Aloyſias, for three dayes one after 
another, ſhe with thoſe Reliques which 1 
ſpake of before, ſigned her with the ſigne of 
the croſſe. And the firſt time, all the paine 
went away, wherewith her ficſh was out- 
wardly tormented , the other incommodi- 
ties of her diſcaſe remayning, T herfore they 
determine to commit the lame to the charge 
| of the Phiſiti aut, and to cure that by other 

* remedics. Now they had certainely reſolued 
the very next morning, to ſet in hand with 
the medicinall cure therof, when this Virgin 
enflamed with a deſire to ſee the glory of la- 
s vs-Chriſt amplified with the honour of 


At, applicth herſelfe with great ar- 
* 


doug 


Aloyſus Gomrgaga, L 1. * N 
dour of mind to beſeech him that he woul 
not ſuffer that day to paſſe ( which was the 
8. of Aprill , being Saturday in  Albir\as 
they call it) withour vouchſafing her this 
fauour:thart is to fay;that ſhe might be made 
artaker of her health, not through humane 
belpes but by his recommendation. And af. 
ter that all the whole day, in her ſacred me- 
ditations, ſhe had implored that beneſit, at 
laſt towards the euening reſpecting only the 
honour of God and his holy feruant, ſhe re- 
tireth herſelte ſecretly into her cloſer to 
her prayers, There whilſt ſhe reiterateth t hat 
her (ure, & remaineth conſtanly hxed ther- 
in, ſhe ſentibly perceaued her mind to be re- 
pleniſhed with confidence and certaine hope 
to obtaine that which ſhe detired , and with 
All ſhe found B. Aloyſer inwardly (peaking 
vnto her mind theſe words: Pyo fc, ane 
tibi met, patrocinigh; mot felt, prog ardent deficde= 
rowno flagras vt hominibus Doms o quan 
mihi contmlit patefaciat, vn ſum cit er tai te, word 
compotem ſacere. In regard of that confidence 
which thou haſt had in me and my patrons. 
ge, and in reſpect of that ard ont defire wher? 
with thou art inflamed, that God would 
vouchſafe to maniteſt varo men rhe 00 


which he hath beſtowed von me, it hat 

pleaſed him to make thee f artaker of th 

defire. Theſe words being laid , a very greas 

paine ceaſeth vpon that — of her 

that was lifafedted; which very cruelly rogd 

meted her. For it ſeemed vnto ber that cue 
* Ee 2 by 


Win hand the 2 all her other 
F 


n 
| —— torne from her 
naked breſt. Hauing | (ras this ſharpe ir, 
ly: 


all the troble of ber diſeaſe, and not on 
nker, but euen the u hol infirmiry of ber 
ſide, u hich had now held her for foure yea- 
res did ſo clearly forſake her, that ſhe u as al- 
together whole and in perfect health. But in 
xeccauing that her health, fo violent was her 
ine, that ſhe was found by the reſt of the 
irgins, fallen into a ſound, & to their ſee- 
ming, dead. Ther tore ſhe was of neceſſity to 
be laid in her bed. In the meane while with a 
low voyce according as ſhe was able, ſhe cal- 
led vp on her gouerneſſe often, and declared 
hat ſhe was now u holy cured. Not long af- 
ter being — ſhe manifeſterh the 
miracle, and the whole matter as it paſſed. 
The other Virgins u he they ſaw her wholy 
cured, doubtleſſe being yer, , render 


thankes vato God and B. Alois, who had 
made interceſſion for her. To the intent that 
they may retaine the memory of fo great 4 
benefit, the holy Virgins ofthis Monaſtery, 
do keep faſt the eue of that day euery yeare 
which is conſecrated vnto him, and they ce- 
lebrate bis feſtiuall daꝝ by erectingan altar, 
& carrying about with gompe of thoſe his 
bumble ſuppliants, bis picture and reliques. 
T be fame of this ſo great a Miracle filled all 
Ee. — 9 Duke of owes being certi- 

therot, reioyced with extraordinary 
cheetſulneſſe. But Marques Francs, 1 


2 
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this day ſuſtayneth that Dignity, gaue vnto 

a ctrtaine man of his Dominion, who firſt 

—_—_ this newes, a very handſome houſe 

at lion. 

f all theſe things a publicke inſtrument 

| was framed, thoſe ſacged Virgins of whome I 

| ſpake, being by the authority of the Arche 

bitop of Florence ſworne , & the teſtimo- 
ny of two Phiſitiens alſo interpoſed, The 
one of them was Hierome Mercuri ais, that 
renowned Phiſitian to the great Duke of 
Ta/cany, a profeſſour with great applauſe in 
all the principall Academie of Italy, as ha- 
ning publiſhed moſt famous monuments of 
his wit. The other, one Andres Torfixs,a Phi- 
fin as of great Name at Florence. They write 
in this manner. 

J Hicrome Mercuriall, when I tooks into my 

| ation the diſt aſt of this holy Virgin, Was 

induced to be of an opinion, that it ſtemed tobe 6 
(nix, which by Hipocrater in his 38. A 
11 /aid toſbe hidden and 4 diſeaſe 1 
drinen away with any the m 
dies. In tc iimony of theſe thinges 
thir vnder my ownc hand. 

F Andrew Torſius confirme what/ocmer is ba. 
fore [aid,and that by natural operation, that ſan 
ered Virgin comld we ar prey be redaced 
to her health. For m es of this h if 
ener they may be 0wcrcome ) ave not Vanquirhe 
vi tho long time, and very ec aul remedies. Ins 

teftimony Heer written theſe ines winh 
my owe hand. ——_ 
ez 
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He d- increth two of the Society one of them from 
4 malignant ſe ner, the other from the Stone. 
The later benefit happened alſo to one of Tu» 


tn 
CHAP. VI. 


Arca Gnftonins a Gentlemã of Venice, 
being at Pu admitted of the Socie- 
ty , when the ycare before he had paſled his 
Nouiſbip, in the end of the yeare16 © x. fal. 
ling into a malignant feuer, accompanye 
with certayne breakings forth, he was with. 
in few dayes fo grieuouſly handled , that his 
tongue being (welicd, his mouth filled with 
vows and thick matter, his reethloofe in 

is head, he could ſcarce eyther open his 
mouth or ſj eake : morcouer his ſenſes often 
failed him, His diſeate daily increaſing, the 
Phiſitians began to deſpaire of his health, & 
one evening, he was forwarned that the next 
morning he ſhould receaue his ſacred Viati- 
cum. It came into the mynd of many Fathers 
that were then preſent and ſome abſent, that 
it would not be amiſſe to aduiſe him, to 
make ſome vow in honour of B. Aloyſins. And 
one of them who liued el(ewhere, by letters 
admoniſhed the Rectour of the Co ledge of 
Padus of this matter. And another who re- 
ſided in that ſame place, when about fiuc of 
the clock at night , he had humbly offered 
vp his prayers before certayne reliques of R. 
Aloyſixs , had a ſtrong impulſion from All- 
Mighty God, to aduertiſe the Retour — 
the 


. ee 


eAloyſins s Fiib.m. ans 
the ſelfe ſame courſe, beingenkindled with 
#hope , that the ſicke perſon by Gods help 
through the merits of this holy young man, 
ould recouer his health. Immediatly brea- 
king off his prayer for that tyme, he went 
to — Rectour, and declared vnto him what 
was ſuggeſted to his mynd . The Rectour 
gaue his approbation , and withall come 
maunded Fa. Miniſter, that the. next day 
early in the morning he ſhould bring to him 
that was ſic ke, thoſè reliques were that in 
that Fathers cuſtody , and moreouer adui- 
ſed that he ſhould make ſome vow that 
might tend to his honour : but for ſo much 
u at that ty me the ſepulcher of Aloar was 
not as yet frequented, nor any accuſtomed 
lgrimage made therunto, he ſhould giue 
im leaue, to goe as an humble ſuppliant, 
either to our Ladies houſe of Loreto, or hi- 
ther elſe he moſt comodiouſly might. The 
Miniſter not ſtaying till the next day, pre- 
ſently went to the Ake mans chamber with 
the reliques , and according to the Reours 
leaſure , aduiſed him to make ſome vow. 
he ſicke man reccauing the reliques with 
1 ſenſe of piety, and with ferucut af- 
feQion kiſſing them being confident , that 
this ſhould become the only remedy of his 
ſickneſſe, did with flagrant prayers inuocate 
B. Aloyſis, and made a vow according as he 
wascounſelled. And without any delay, he 
findeth himſelſe eaſed, and ſo much bettet 
was he that night, that the next day after 
Ee 4 being 


{Phe iſh Blefed 
| fi the judgment of the Phiſirians free 


from all danger, he ſtood in no need of his 
Utiaticam , but for picty ſake only, he was 
made partaker of the Euchariſt. All theſe 
thinges were regiſtred before the Biſhopof 
Padua, and avortiue tablet in teſtimony of 
the beneſit, ſent to Rome , to the Sepulcher 
of B.cAloyſias. 

lobn jaftinien , a Gentleman of Genus, of 
the Society ot IE, when he liued in the 
Roman Colledge, was the third of lune the 
yeare 170g. oppreſſed with cruell rorments 

the ſtone, in the right fide ot the rey nes 
of his backe, and not long after the whole 
paſlage of his vrine being (topped , he asked 
Counſell of the whole Colledg of Phiſrtions. 
They preſcribed him many te medies, mede- 
eines of diuers kindes to be taken by way of 
potio,fomentatios,vnguents, warme bathes 
compoſed with oyles, morning and euenin 
to ride in coach, and other thinges bot 
purgatiue, and lenitiue. All which things 
when as they nothing auailed him, and that 
now for ten whole dayes he had made no 
vrine, his life began to be in danger, and the 
Phiſiei aus aduiſe was that he ſhould baue mi- 
niſtred vnto him the holy Uieticem. The 
tenth day of his ſickneſſe, in the cuening , he 
2 on @ reſolution to procure as, Ling 
elfe the help of B. Aloyſias. But for fo much 
as he was not able ro ſtand vpon his feet, he 
req that he might be carried berweene 
be hands of two men into the holy Church 
= to 
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to the tombe of the Beater. There Kneeling * 
his knees, often kiſſing the ground, re- 
2 beſee 


citing ſome prayers , moſt ca 
ching him, that he would obtaine for him 
health ar God hands, finally voweth, that if 
he be made partaker therof , he would for 
one whole yeare, euery day, in honour of his 
memory, 2 hue Pater Nofters, and five Aw 
Mariet: moreover that he would euery day 
whilſt he liucd at Rome, viſit his tombe, and 
hang there alſo a ſiluer tablet. Being broght 
backe into his chamber, he paſſed that night 
in very great diſtreſſe, for ſo much as he now 
perceaued his body wonderfully © reticed 
with the retention of his vrine. The elcauerh 
day in the morning, he ſwelled in his feet, & 
likewiſe in all his body, his pulſe diſcouered 
no motion, & his wind failed him. The T. 
— when he ſaw him , deſpayred of him. 
e was warned by the inhrmarian to prepare 
himſelfe to receaue the celeſtiall Viatic as. 
Hauing this denounced vnto him, the neux 
night he reiterateth his vow, and taking into 
his hand certaine reliques of Ales, which 
he had receaued of the Retour of the Col- 
led ge, he kiſſeth them with reverence, & ap- 
plieth them to the places where his payne 
was, vpon his naked body, making vpon 
them the ligne of the croſſe. [Immediately af. 
ter, the ſtone partin g from his fide Mlipperh 
into his bladder, and afterward to 
with all that aboundance of water, which 
had now held for the ſpace of cleauen 
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Miocth our, and that —— fayne was 
miti , excepting that part only from 
which the ſtone was ſcparated, which du- 
ring the time of 3. dayes, ſomew hat grieued 
him, bur mildly and ſcarce ſenſible. That ve- 
ry day beginning to performe his vow, the 
next morning he went to honour the Sepul- 
cher of Aioꝶiar, and to render thankes , be- 
 , — in perfect health: and the 22. 
of lune, which is celebrated as the glorious 
day ot his entrance into heauen, he faſtned at 
his Sepulcher a ſiluer tablet, in memory of 


that health, which by God, and his good 
— be had — and final Wat his 
oath he cauſed all theſe things to be lawful. 


— of this miracle was increa- 
fed, by that which happenned to a certaine 
man of Tarizo , Philibertas Baro , a very No- 
ble Gentleman , who being one night ve- 
ned with bitter paines of the ſtone , as being 
one of ſingular picty , berooke himſelfe ro 
divinc hel and for obtaining of the ſame, 
addreſſed his prayers both to other Saints & 
cipecially to thoſe Bleſſed men of the Socie- 
ty of Insvs S. Jenatiar, and S. Xazc- 
rs, and in like manner procured their pi- 
+ But when as his paine from foure 

ouUrcs after ſun- ſet, for the ſpace of ſome 
nine houres, was ſo tar from remitting that 
it cuen increaſed, it came into his mind, that 
he had heard, about a moneth before that 
time, that a certaine young man at — 
y 


Aloyſn Co LL. 
by the prayers of N «Al eimirably A 
from the like diſcaſe. Therfore put- 
ting on a hope, that he would likes iſe aſſiſt 
kim,wheras he had none of his pictures „he 
commaunded that certaine letters ritten by 
: the hand of the Beatss himſelſe, which were 
| of late giuen him by a certaine Father, ſhould 
be brought, to that intent, that he might ap- 
ply them to himſelfe for the mittigating of 
the gricfe of the ſtone. But when after much 
ſcarch they could not be found, lifting vp his 
mind to Hcauen, with as much feruour 4s 
he might , he inuocateth Bleſſed Aloyſins . 
After this, a light flecpe ſtealeth vpon him. 
wherin there ſeemed ro appcare vnto him the 
ſhape of a young man of our Socicty, rather 
ofa tall, then low ſtature , ts tace lender 
— leane, his noſe aquiline , yy 
ong, who approaching neare to his bed, ir- 
ded his — ond his Sbole body — 
bout with a girdle. He who had neuer ay 
eAloyſius by bis face, notwithſtanding ſulpe. 
cting that it was he, awaketh. But wheras be 
vaniſhed out of his fight, whilſt he raiſed vp 
himſelfe, and endeauoured with veneration 
to imbrace him in his armes, he left a; cer 
taine force and effect of his preſence. Forat 
| the very ſame inſtant he ſenſibly per 
| the ſtone falling from his reines into his 
der. for which immediatly he gaue thankes 
to God and B. Aloyſins.And ſome ten houres 
before ſun-ſer , he voydcd a ſhare bloudy 
ſtone, of the bignelle ot a bcanc 4 
* 
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, and diſeaſe wholy for: 
fooke him. Wherupon he choſe B. Aloyfinr to 
himfelfe and his whole — as a proper pa- 
tron, and interceſſour vnto God, and is 
confident, that in all fortunes he is vnto him 
A help and follace. And ro the intent that he 
might giue an open remonſtrance, that he af. 
criberh this receipt of his health to the ex- 
traordinary power of God, he ſent as a guift 
to the Sepulcher of «Aloyfius a ſiluer tablet, 
and vpon his oath declared all theſe thinges 
before the Archbiſhop of T erin. 


Upon au (bild, wier forſaken of the Phiſi- 
tians, Ln he Ce heck He bringeth 
becky to bis ſtnſer a man ragine-mad in 4 
lig vu fewer. 
CHAP, VII. 


T Hen was one Johannes ifls P. 
I einst a Roman; w ho had a ſonne a ve- 
tf young child, whoſe name was Johanne: 
eu. He being both miſerably conſu- 

med , and afflicted with a feuer Hectic ke, of 
which he had bene ſicke for the ſpace of one 
whole yeare,and in like manner with a cer- 
wine diſeaſe like to a leproſy which ſei zing v- 
pom his skin, and diſperſing — his 
whole body, night and day diſquicting him, 
him to the vtmoſt hazard of his 
Kfe . too ke no other ſuſtenãce but nulke, 
neither did any medicine of ſo many which 
Mid had miniſtred vnto him, euer ſucceed 
with 


1 


en 


mage 1s pa 
ſuppoſing his death to be vnauoydable, for- 
bar to come any more vnto him. The Fa- 
ther of this child being deſtitute of all Natu- 
all belpes, flyeth for refuge to Diuine. Ther- 
fore hauing ready at hand a certaines tooth of 
BAI os be haged it abour the childs neck, 
who the ſelfe ſame day began to cat a little 
meate, his diſeaſe to remit, & the ſwelling of 
his breſt co fall , and finally his feuer, an 
his other infirmity being driven away, to 
the P hiſiti ans edmication health ſucceeded. 
Moreouer , to tht intent that this might 
be ſo much the more remarkable, it was the 
wy of God that another miracle ſhould 


en to the fame child. For ſome two mo- 
net hs after this, he fell againe into a malig» 
nant feuer, his neck ſwelled, his throte was 
ſtopped with the ſmall- ꝓox, in his legs there 
grow two carbuncles, ſo peſtilent ones,in ſo 
much that the Phiſitian viewing them, pre. 
ſently gaue ouer the Child as deſperate and 
counſelled his mother, to ſe him from 
ber as far as well ſhe might, for fo much as in 
them was contained ſuch vehement —— 
gion, that they might depriue ot life, wit 
in the ſpace of 24. houres, whatlocuer the 
moſt healt hfull ma 
child beraking himſelſe 
ſtance v herunto bertofare be 
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1 with his wife a vow 
for the heaſth ot their child, made vic againe 
of thoſe facred reliques. The next day 1n the 
morning the Ph returned, enquired 
whether he were yer living: the parents (mi. 
led, he viſited the boy, found that his feuet 
had altogeather left him, and that the malice 
of his other diſcaſe was diſſipated. Being 
aſtoniſhed with the ſtrangeneſſe of the mat- 
ter, hauing ſigned himſelſe with the ligne of 
the croſle, departed, being of this opinion, 
that there was now no more any cauſe to te- 
turuc againe to this cure. In like manner an 
Expert hecary who the day before togea- 
ther with this Phiſitian had beheld the ticke 
child, ſtriken with admiration, when he had 
lifted his hand to his tore head, put it euen as 
ſow as the very ground, ro wit, (as he (aid) 
that by the proportion of that croſſe, he 
wight deſigne the ꝑrratneſſe of the miracle. 
But after vnderſtading being had of the vow 
that was made, no one doubred bur the glo- 
ry of fo great a matter was to be attributed 
to B. Alois The child being brought to 
bis tombe, he tablet according to their vow 
was placed there. Of which things an inſtru- 
mental! regiſter was made, vnto u hich tuo 
Phiſjittoxs, and that «Apothecary gaue theu te- 
ftimoay . 

Fraxciſews (rottat a Gentleman of Breſcia, 
being grieuoully aſſaulted with a ſharpe fe- 
wer ,within few dayes in a vehement fit, be- 
n to be diſtracted & outragious ; now the 
Curats 


(Aloyſius Gomgage. TL. n. "IM 
Curate was ſpecdily ſent for, that 1 9 
r man whale Grate imnony þ 
ted of all, and if truly he returned to his ſen | 
ſes,he might purge him with the ſacrament 
ot — — the Curate came with all 
expedition bringing the ſacred — 72 toud 
him not only beides his ſenſes, and ſeaking 
all chinges èxtrauagantly, but alſo by the 
violence of the diſcaſe, agitated with fi 
furious cxorbitancies that it was ſcarce 

fible to keepe him in his bed. Now his ſonne 
perſuaded his mother, that in the behalfe of 
his Father, ſhe would be pleaſed ro make a 
vow to B. Aloyſins. She falling downe von 
her knees vowed. that if her husband might 
obraine his perfect health, ſhe would procure 
that Maſſe ſhould be ſaid in honor of the aid 
Be atwr, She had ſcarcely pronounced all the 
words of her vow, but his m__ remitted, 
the licke perſon returned into his calcs, with 
integrity of mind confeſled his linncs,and ſo 
much afterward was his feuer mitigated, 
that the next day , he was found by the 
Phiſitiaus in good health neither did he euer 
after fall into any relapſe of the ſame. This 
vow being — were in like man- 
ner made therof authenticall writings 
Breſcia . | 


of 


448 The Life of Bleſſed 
— Breſcia ir defiwcrcd 4 fexer, 
from 4 oy flax: — 42 
ver from a fexcr Of a great laxe. A cert aue 
man is preſerued tn ſailing from a great preci« 
© Piece. 


CHAP. VIIL 


Nia Marinis of Breſtis, an ould woman 
of 75. yeares of age, after three yearcs of a 
menſtruous bloudy flux from her wombe, 
being vtterly exhauſted, was alſo ſer pon 
with death-threatning firs of a ſcorching fe- 
uer. T wo Phiſitians of principall account in 
rhat citry namely Betters , and Gries, being 
informed of her diſcale,firk by heare lay ,aftcr 
they themſclucs being therof ey- witneſſes, 
concluded her malady, both of it owne na- 
ture, and alſo in reſect of the womans great 
cares, to be incurable : for ſo much as her 
ux of bloud burſting forth with paine, was 
a certaine line of ſome vlcer lying ſecretly 
in ber wombe , and that no remedy could 
prevent, bur that a very troubleſome dropiy 
(wherof ſhe already gaue very manifeſt ſi- 
$) would ar laſt with ſwelling her feet & 
. her end. But the by the Aduiſe of her 
nne, that was Manſionary of the chie fe 
Church of Breſcis, von that day which was 
ſolemnized as feſtiuall at Breſtis , in the ho- 
pour of B. Aloyſinzs, making a vow ,imploreth 
. & within the ſpace of three dayes 
was dcliuercd of her feuer, flux of bloud i 
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—— N 
1 Franmciſtcas Fama ren of * N 
von S. Muthew, Eue he heard à certaiit 
noy ſe inthe night that was made vpon th 
tobte ot his houſe , to diſtouer what the 
matter was, he mounted vp von a certain 
wall rwoperches & a halfhig from whence 
—— a view of the lame. W here he 
his feet violently carried from vnder 
1s it were by ſome one that endeauou- 
redrofiritear him, and his foot-hold ſai- 
ling hu, he fell headlong with his head 
doweward into the gutter of his houſe: And 
he had fallen directly downeward, he muſt 
of neceſſity haue ſtroken his head, vpon 4 
grearand- broad ſtone , which lay before 4 
cerraine — tor von that his hat, that was 
- ar . —— mY _ 
called pon B. to helpe him, bein 
tuſtathed uit h A Certaine force, euen as 
fomdomt had pur his ſuoulder vader him, ſie 
n tarticd ſome certaine paces fro thencs, 
into alatge earthenvellell, in tuch fort, that 
his head: talling into the mouth, without 
cucy fir hi mſeite vpon rhe-brim thero 
the reſt df his bdy hung in the ay re. A 
ſo great was the headlong force bt his dow- 
nefalt thr being wotenely pitched into the 
veſſell, he was not able, io wring- himſelfe 
forth, not ſo much as ſtir therim neither cold 
any one heare him uten be called tor help). 
R ith that d iſtreile, agaibe 


inuocatet h And vpon che ſud. 
daincit u wondertull ſlrange, with how * 
5 tle 


enen 


* — - | "= 


— 


— 1 
wing himſelfe proſttate 
* [Re Honpured: dtharkethimn, 


terward 25 2 Monument of bis grute- 


ST ,and that benefit vecraued, 
05 hfs Leaſes a Piture repreſeniting 


_ 1 reliques drincth,, 
ES 155 15 fo ide 1 . 5 
antua 
b E. The like fender 'v 227555 to he Mor Marth; 
ot Peta praying 7 his Ns, - 
OP CAP. IX. odr 


Bath te the Earle of Montemelinie | 
ing ticktar Peravie of 2fong and 


cr could find no cafe neit * by the 


ain gener of Thie, tor 
—.— Ahongh he oaks 


thoſev ry excetlent ones. After that d br 


Aber AZ heke for the ſrace of fifty 
775 5 Colled ge of the Society, hic 
Porigia , gau vnto the Reftour oft 
Colted ge, to carry to the Bar e a little 
of xk une; u hieb be had cut oſi trom — 
NI Al _ night c hietr he 
brought 1 hanged 

— vw ſtraiyhr way his feuer 5 
neuer after returned. This was regilircd 12 
givers Records. * 
Ff a V hea 


great per ce of his reliq 
towards his one dominion, he 
tained at Florence, and after at 
a certaine ſickneſle ,w hich he was ont often 
to be trobled v it hall, lying whole weekes 
and moneth tohelngally ie Bu bed "vexcd 
"with moſt bitter 'rorment*, In his dcline» 
2 from that}, bow much fauour he fo 
om N. Aloar, may well be'ynderſtood by 
thoſe letters which within afew dayes after 
he returned home, he ſent to t 0 
Marques. And they were aftet this { 
followerh. $31 +3 
Moſt Ilaflrions aud Excellent Lord. Ram 
goitcn this occaſion, of certifiung you of my - 
roms return home, Which ue } a | 
(in refþet of your great lone tou: me )wll 
mo /mall contentment vnto o, f cannot 3 1 
— by the recommendation of cr B. F. A- 
y 2 — 22 * time 2 
aer. For being Florence ſanpri 
1% wy accuſſome d > 2282 
N s certainc vow to the ſelfe ſome 
Bemus, ff bed with his reliques, which I reces- 
23 diſaſfeed in the $- 
ec ef «erofſe, my . 


zerrt 


ef rn oft 


E. 
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nat 4a ws Tan s vp 1.1 1D. 


n. 3 8 


{"Capraine ee — Nin 

ſome yeares ſince addot ted reſto 

— of Mui to the houſe of aud 
ſent by the King of P dee be 
Fee dat from thence he might» bring 2. 
His neu*Spyuſe the Qucene of Palome, He, 61 
hen he cameto the Emperour at Pa oat! 
cesucd from Grilicimwr Swrclementinthms | DK 
baſſad our to him from the Cathouke King | 341 
(being a very Excellent mãa ſbort die wit 
written of the vertues; ſanctimeny and mi | 2104 


Tacles of B. Aloyſius Can likew iſe his 
fe nted picture in blacke and white. Wheh 
continuing his iourney through Ra, 
was preſeny by breake of day at Maſis in 
cane callod B,, was o reficd with io 
ſbarpoard. ſuddaine by aine, and 40 g4tuous 
a diteate, that he was compelled, t berake 
himſelfe to bis bed, ard this was. ſo much the 
more doubtfufl lor that the force and na- 
rare therof was unk node to the Fhuſigans, 
his ſome extremity of gazac cõtinucd ich 
him 21! that day cuentilahe middeſt t the 
hr. And — - bimlelie not able to 
any ſleeꝶe or reit, N hee cauit idto his 
wind that writing ,. hc made — 
ofiand —— hat te e ng — * 


ita 
5 


1 voor vpon B. le is 
hs 


— 
= — 


ca « TM - Ned. N 


= 


|” Baccius 4Dofowr of Rome i reconcred 


with an oration which was 
inthe pray ſe of B. Alayſiat. 


of dimers diſe ofes + 


Cerimonies , had 

tidian feucr;and withall a grieuous 

7.5 ringing in his cars, depriving him 
cepe,yery much . him When by 

ded in bis bealrb, and that in his 26 fit, he 

infeſted with ſuch torment that 


ife he 
conſider with himſelfe ns 
Of his body and ſoule: the ſernenth hourt 
chax {ame night, he remem bred bhimſelft bf 
B. «4toyfiar, wholt Hife and miractes briefly! 
frdowne, Paulas Matar very 
Nobe Gearleman(chicfe Seeretary to the 
Pope, one of the Gouncell of the ſacred Rü. 
tes and Ceremonies, vnto whome his Ho li- 
neſſe had giuen order to conſult about his 
canonizat ion) had rrad vero him ſome three 
dayes before. Him doth be earneſtly inuo- 
cate,that he would vouchſafe in his be ha! 
Almighty God, and for fo me 
paite of | Jus head and weakeneſſe of 


t of 
his whole body, rompelied him ev lye v 
cad ing his hands re 


bis backe, 

his face, and couering the fame,withas loud: 
avoyce. and as much —— hy ry 
as he could, bewarking his dne eſtt e He ic 
uocateth him intheſc words: O Bl. Hloytnr 


Gonpggs, whom God hach adununted to 


Rv, coo DOTLMF 


fe odour very gratefulſ & feet vnte Hin, 
with which he was ſo much recreated oo 
prefently he Hept and not 8 
was called by a rerraine of is |< 


then he ound hrtrfelfe Irs 
with that bent which he de ſired· He had 
llept fiue whole boures, be felt ao h 

verrd with not ts, 


prog — yoncbing bir reliqnes. 
an praying before the pi 


JED Rodaiph a Gentleman of 
when forthe ſpace of ſeauen- 
a once $,.he had bene witched, was 
4 dir, thought to be obſeſſed, 
leis, and ſuppoſed to be in the 


won of lame,, cuen til the cleauench 
yeare T Therfore wheras before he 
een good — —ů— & — 
cane, maime 
I morcouer frowerd; 
beyond all meaſure. As 
gaue him corection, his 
ina, horrible. manner ; he 
himſelfe; knack his on 
wall: w allow vpõ the carthd 
her ro > hi him: throw: 
Water + and go 
away 
inough, 


Florence s, deliarre d FI 


 . tw a> A 9 PI_—) 4 


„ 
bim. 
ell 


Dncgafß | 
22 
© 46 05 ede 


ant / 
had ſotmè litꝭe patt of thereliquey/ 
. Atoyſtws the borrowed them bung 
about the neck of the child. Scareely 
didrhcy come neare im, but he foud him- 
ſafe rormented with great violence, & with 
a loud voyce cried our to have them taken 
ay. for that he fait be found” himſelfe, al 
about burned with touching them. But they 
that were preſent, held him force , till ⁊ 
cetthineprick, that was #kilfrll in matter of 
Exorcifme was ſent for: vhome they intrea- 
among _ exorcifmes to make vic of 
c 2 which meanes he was diſ- 
poſſeſſed the Prieſt amongſt rhe 
cremotiſes — had with the reli- 
9 8. Moyer at ſeuerall times touched 
ters of the b _ EE no Ggne 
of rhe L being in, af of them, 
—__ that 12 bene forth; 2t 
he found hint ms tes his 
8 bis hand m 
ques pon 1 be coeijelled him to d — 
he 3 — dd 
in great quiet 
g wing be in 322 len ek es 
tinned, and dot to 
ee . The child 2 85 e 
ue lous deuout to B. 


ee 


„ on 2 iits 5 4. 2 = 29 


. 


- " _ PR—_ 


i.e 


at — oy wk Sp - 


thoſt iſſue of” her 
: _ and the 


night 
** an to wende e at. 
0 kor only — — 


N90 
er _—_ ede And n ng 1 1 


oderca cht her ry 
Orunke witht 
25 eye afe' extended. ti iti i 


— — oreeſnty 

ns ab Git h ſhi wore (orc th 
O e ther To petp 

wem ory of this benelit beltö wen 6d 

, "Be Hittg vp er cratches 


reh, „neue do the Picture of 'B 
thr bi ; d "1 


2 wrwabe 18 #930 Maryne/at i 
C4 + mrs by f. —＋ Aloy ws when. 
un von $44, eye t * 

„ Palbwre. n 0e: * - 
Ane e X 1 A. — 
| Ifft'coptois 
10 wn 105 typ bit the 
if 1255 1 the 
| on - sapparem 
. 40% uf 7 1085 Tr xl 


* dere, F946 tichrs & 
6) +} n! 6 
Pe LITRE 


was abrid. 
«lt words 
1, Cel. 


eAloyſie Cottage. i154 TL. I. 
al Criſes e 


vas not able tu goc 
— * Sh. — = 
which cuery y eare ig c 
dcpa ture of B. Aloyiss 
varld, woke & journey, of — 
dorſebacke, to that holy * Church, — 
— — to be Gant, Thea whey 
vawed. t r. Vp NpORe certain 
burning lampe, herupon be calt ay 
trutch, and departed. as an 
b hus bulineſſe, & in ſhort time was 
| eonhrmed, which he, not wWHhh Ot vc 
| cauſe did willingly en to the — 
B. Aloyfins e 
| . N wife te Be- M. 
wentiuns 2 Notary, who 70 1 in 
drawing theinſtruments. of 5bs 
lays, be being one night — pe 
dainc cry grieyqus pa] ons of 
legs, vowed tle er u nuld offcr 
vp a ware t „ and, 
the Beater. Preſensiy A 
ward waking was fresd 
made no doubebur b by 
mers of B. ir 
3. —— — — 
Melies, a very hone 
great ſwelling both oe 8 
was daily vexed with an intollerab 
And there ap ſome — 
Lag into an ifjuc, ſo that is ſecmed a 
1 10 and nel of lapgcing- She 


ASA ERLESGSE MGGERELAE. ..aocf 


eee EST 


* vv DI 
7255 % the how dome -b 
y ods by 
ber g. — rin a 
8 "4thour any j 
or Unced, — par bing 0: 


e. ch Me arttibused vo the merits o 


a the wife of 
Ka bee heh clghe hk 
ne held * 

— reed him ths portraiture 1n uluer, & 
without delzy, found heric lſo vecuuereds der U 


| fever flak ed, ne became very well, and ſo i 
| oY The fone th — bound to BuAloyfur. h 


Jo a as Fer. 
Hus wes — — ſcorc hm 1 
| kruer He _—_— Tru to n 
| Aloythas, & p by he wes w recoues u 
[ * & enteffos the x of rhe Be, tl 


(13 © 


Fermi 
; when as ſhe 
— with a He- 
ure, ſhe yowed C 


| Aale the v ο Huthouy Gar f 1 
Ty $i wp with a payne a- . 
0 — y eue her death, She 1 


made a vow tv the hebe, and firaightway a rc 

were with a&ttaihe Kade percraued all f| 4 
| EY yne to be taken From her bart, neither : 
| ar the eucratrer(eniible of chat gricte. She || fe 
| Fan 5; bo — . rr whoſe |} 


e — . Norary ber- 


2 imolicrable grieſe 
Der K, he was not ab le to mouc 
he vowed vate , 
Aloyfhus 


The next morning he roſe out 


ig altogethet recourred;made 


Alenſis Roma of Ub. r7e. 
Norte te ſemblanceof a thigh of ſiſuer. 
his bed in 

4 manner freed of all his payne , and with. 
ig two dayes after wholy recoucred. | 

8. One Andrew Stolfln , was become 
deafe. About ſome eight dayes after, when he 
had obliged himſelf by vor vnto B. Alay- 
ſus, in the morning he found himſelfe heas 
{ed,through his merirs. 

9, The ſame man when as being woun- 
dæd in his breſt with many blowes of ſtones, 
ne vomited bloud, madea vow to B. _—_ 
uus, immediately the bloud ſtanched,& it 
in two dayes he was confirmed, & profeſſed 
hu mie lte to be behoulding to the Beatus. 

10. Bartholomens Mclliarinus had in the 
ui ght a ccrtaine ſuddaine ſwelling of the bigs 
reſſe of a mans fiſt that grew vnder his care, 
which hindred him from ſwallowing any 
thing, & almoſt from drawing his breath. He” 
made a vow; to B. Aloyſius, and at the ve 
!2me moment his payne intermitted, his 
{welling aſſuaged, by breake of day he came 
to me without any ſigne of difeaſe, and ren- 
drcd thankes to the Beater . 

u. Franriſtur Sanarallius haning a troble- 
lo me paine in his knee, was grigubuſly dor 
mented, and in reſpect of the feebleneiſe of 
hs ſinneuvs not able to moue ſumſeſte oue 
bf his bed, he obliged himfelfe by vow varo-7 
B. Aloyſius. Forthwirh his knee vg He A 
leaped out of his bedzand . ps 


7. 


88 


a 


Tee- 
ſonna of one Fetnnr Pil ot 


— 3 —— na mare pebenon negate 


—— 
with a in 


Fucker . ower by the Phuſetan. His 


a vow B. A! ay 
bra appeared that he was much bet» 
recanered 
2 1— — 
, Dy reaſon of a twelli Was in 
throat, was able to — — 
afterward her Father had in the night made 
; — mn behalte ro B. „his daugh- 
ter — reſo cus ot her bed, & rooke 
rat without any fenſoble difficulty. 
— Lelis the w ite are 
d, was ſo gricuouſly handlæd. hauing 
no ability co take meat, ſhe was in cuident 
dan — ke, — — 


cloc ke in the LEE 
15. 


W humane medicine was — 


tromiſing by vom an 22 of fil 
wary the K 
ſeineck wich 8 te- 

ſeized. vpon 
plared 


TESTES YH 


W ln 


2 as r „ 

Ry — B. 12 * 
at ua, and preſentiy was wondertu] 

His diſcale craſcd, his flux diminiſbieu 
came forward very much in his health, 

in a ſhorr time holy recouered ic. | 

17. Gothardas audrinw,hauing bend 
wrobled $. moneths with a Tertian Mow 
that very day which ic was cacome , . 
vow to B. Albyſiac. And be afterwatd ncuce 
having any more firs therof, was well. 

18. Ange/as the wite of Frannftnr (cadets 
la, being for 22. wheledaycsto- 
geather, tormented with intollerable grietes 
about her hart, was in feare of her litc. bear. 
cely had ſhe made a vow to g. enn, bur 
that her paine remirred vaniſhed. 

19. Achildofone Peter Nef, being of 
the age of 3. yearcs, ſurpriſed with tiekt eilt 
lay at the very point of death. His Father 
obliged him by vow vato B. «Alomſfing, i 
next morning he rooke his meate, no 
wiſe then if he had bene in pertect bealeh. 

2G. A child of one Bartholomcy 
b. ing but one yeare old, tabling out 
bed, was reputee little leſſe then dead. Hig 
Fat her deuoutly iauocated B.gdiogfinr: lng 
moment the i was well, laughed, 
made-meancs for the pap. 

had 
cuous burt 


" 24 Antony Fernouint 
back and ſto mae with a ous 
ncither was he any reſt at all. 


v ent to the , and making a vow 
t98, eg coo) 0 1 — 


—— — 


zarted from thence perfectly recoueted. 
. . — , being affli. 
Qed with a and tedious feuer, ſo ſoone 


as he found the lame increaſed, made a vow 
to „ without all delay it de- 

NArted, and ncuer after returned. 

„. Joanne, Antonins Morattat, hauing 

wiſualiy beene zormented with a faine an 

ſwelling in his right thigh, knee , and foot, 

after he — the ſame paine once or 

ewice to be reneu cu, he offered vp his praicrs 

to B. Aloyſiat for his fauour, and preſently 
eaſe. 

* 24. The wife of alia Fans, being 
not able to be deliucred of her child, was 
ſuppoſed by the mid wife to be at the point 

ath. Hauing made a vow to B. es 
e vas preſently deliueted both ofthe c Id 
and from alldanger . 

25. Thewite of one Valerins Fattoring, 
being lick ofa difficult diſeaſe iu her throat, 
was recouercdtherot the very day that ſhe 
with her ers inuocated . Aleqſians. 

16. Fat me the wife of one Ambroſias 
Notarius, was very much tormented with 2 
Seistic a, and had attempted all humanc helps 
in vaine . She made a vow to B. «Aloyſius and 
be gan to mend: ſhe performed her vow, and 
yet notwithſtand ing was not abſolutcly cus 
ved. Toconclude, the fourth day the obtai- 
ned a perfect 222 0 ä 

27. — axim was continually 
for the face of a whole yeare ſicke of a fe- 


Uucr- 


cAloyſins „ [LI n. 
der. His mother one day made a vo / for his 
to B. Aloyſius: & the next night fo | 
he was freed. , 4; 
28, Baptiſts Fexzardasr having his 
and arme diſioynted and ſwelled , was 
wiſc ina fruer, hot without 1 * and 
ger of cõuulſion of his finews. Hauing 
a vow to B. Aloyſius, his gaine was — 4 
ted, his inſirmity wore away, and ſhortly 

was recouered. = 

29. HMarths the wife of Paalu Bettius, 
being in difficult labour of Child- birth in. 

uocated B. Aloy ius, preſently ſhe was deli. 
ö ucred , and obtained her ſafety. 2 
10. A child alſo of three yeares old 
this Paulas Bettins, had bene ſicke a w 


| moneth, his neck being ſore and ſwolne 
a wenne his Father ing a vow to B. 
loyſius, he was made ſoũd within two da 
x 31. Anthonias Serlins had bene more then 
- z.yeares trobleſomely afflicted in his thighss 


making a vow to B. Aloyſius he found cale, 
and not long after was perfectly ſounl. 
f $2; The wife of one Andrea! Pedercinas 
- was not able to being forth the child that 
1 ſhe went with: ſho made a vo. to B. Aloge 
| 


ſius, and preſently was deliuered. | 

33. Petras(attancar a very reuerend man; 
and Prieſt of a certaine pariſh-Church, 
incredibly tormented- with a ma 
uer, an inflamed phrenſy, and a ſw 


4 and rednefſe of his head, lo that if {ce 2 
be ſcorched r as no | 
: G83 


_ 


Wa ene ſenſes. nk foone an hir 


awother had made & vow for him to B. Aloy 
us, he returned to himſelfe, and enioyed 124 
3 «x good health. 
Martha the wife of Toanner [urobur 
74 haulin ꝑ bent vexed for the ſpace of 
c w hole monerhs, with paine add very 
Marr e aches in her fect, had no — by 
wow rendred B. A propirious vnto 
her, but that ſhc began to amend, and 
&! y to rerder her 12 
35. Caribe the wife of one Tofteph R 
w, had both her one, and her childs life 
{vw hich ſhe was hot abieta be dcluered of 
150 ry doubtful. Bur having betought the aſ- 
Ratice of B. Aloys, immediately be was 
ht to bed of her child, and ther _ 
by hich was aſcribed to the fauour of 
_ 1 Mr Berraſins bei f 
35 4 a _—_ now — 
ure dayes ſd rormenerd with an cxcred 
pear panic ef his goers ell le _ 12 
could ſeartely u well as 
Went 8 —— 
wou lampes, 
"which —— of B. Aloy> 
faus; immediatly he 3 away ſound, & 
ther freed anti a chnowiedged the me- 
"pits Of the BT. 
$9. A ficlenelſe of che continuance” of 
. — had brought a 5m 


ca ie Scot 4 + @«@ 4 @ 


1 


£5.48 4.4 EST The | - 
hovered, Which har e on willing 


attributed to B. Aloyſius. 


» 41> Joannet Panini Segals , lay for the 
pace of 17, dayes ſo tormented with a payne 
in his backe, that he was not able to moue 
euen the leaſt part of his body. nor to drink 
otherwiſe then through a pipe. This man 
when he had vowed oyle to I lamps of B. 
Aloyſius, within 3. houres turned himſelſa, 
his lininew's were enabled, by breake of day, 
he aroſe abſoluily cured: not without very 
od cauſe he teſtiterh the ſame to haue 
cene beſtowed vpon him by the. merits of 
B. N 8 : — 
42. (ecilia the witc of one Bαuι Z cli. 
mar, had be ne for 6. meneths trobled witha 
NT in ker thigh, which being ſwelled & 
roxen,her foot was in like manner ology. 
ther weakened; wherfore ſhe was not able 
to make ſo much as foure ſteps forward. She 
vowed a thigh of waxe ynto H. Aloyſius, and 
being within the ſpace of foure dayes reco. 
— the rendred thanks vnto him. 
., 43- Dominica the wite of- Antonias De- 
ena, was alflicted with the gour, which 
ginning from the very nailes of her toes, 
degrets creeping vpward fcized vpon her 
She hauing made a yow to B. Aloy- 
Bus as within the ſpace of one houre, alt o- 
Ferber delivered from that diſcaſe. - 


* r Rigo N. # h receaued 
eesti ee ho eſe arane 

vader it ypon the ſame ſide, had no diſpoſe 
1 : ne ther 


ply 
the 


2 
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— e 
bloud. A vow was Made iu his behalfe to! 
Aloyſius; immediate ly both his — 2 


ſenſes returned, and waxing healthfall by de- 
s, in a ſhorr time recoucred z confirmed 
te of body. | 


Infinite other benefits of divers Kinds, 
are receaued of many who come to offer vp 
their humble prayers before the t icture of 
B. Aloyſius. Before the ſame, twelue lampts, 
maintained by the liberaliry of thoſe peo 

e that reſort thithꝰr, beſides a num 

-r of wax tapers and torches, which conti- 
nually are brought, peTpet remay ne 
lighted. And at this houre there ago 
the ſame no leſſe then 40. Votiue Offerings. 


Die rs other 5, and graces co 
Tera, br radon eee 
ſundry places. | 
CHAP. XIII. 


A Novrcs of the Society of Ingvs 

A (racouia, r now — 04 
with a certaine diſcale, at the peri « 
companion of his , determined to i 
the helpe of B. AloyGus in his 1 
Therfore in the cucning he oed, chat be ig 
the honour of — 5 be preient 1 2 
Maſſes and would recite as many payre 
— day in the mo 4 

his owne admiration, and of | 
lived in the fame” houſe with 
wholy recoucred of his health he 


5 
aro 


— vnto 
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of 1, by driving &'vay Tee. 
CHAP. XIV. 


Ner- truly is the nũber of them 
W 
| to opitious 
do dee haue obtained ve 
many hel t he interiour 
(ety of — minds. This may very wel 
be vnderſtood by thole things which it hath 
leaſed Almighty God to vouchiate in this 


Ayo man of Polonia,being cucatrom 
— — gd other 
muall pray cr, faits, linings, anc 

afflictions of himfcik ldap K* 
intiere liſe in the of 
had at Craconis entred into che 
the Society af 18 v4. He 1 


As ORE 


Ont nine Ain. $4 


. - Fab. wr. 

irit, that he was compelled all — 
. 

0 thoughts 

rith vnchaſt — and ſenſuall pro- 
uocations; neither in the meane while had 
he any comfort or reſt, He treated his, 
poore body with hunger, ſtripes , haire- 
cloth, and other alpericipe both of diet and 
clothing. It auailed him nothing:oftẽ w 

4 wit —— — from Py cable K. 

m the com m ng co - 
ned to bewayle = 4.— — indo 
licity. There throwing himſelfe proſtrate in 
the very duſt , he perſeuered witch humble 
prayers daily to petition Almighty God for 
mercy i finally finding no remedy whereby 
truly he could hope for any comfort, and 
7 ing his luſtfull defires R 
eſle inkindled, he was aſſaulted likewi 
violently with that execrable opinion of is 
magining, that neither God, nor any of his, 
Saints tooke regard of our affaires, who be- 
ing daily wearicd with his importunate 
prayers, yiclded notwithſtanding ao com- 
tart or reliefe to his vnfortunate ("84 

In concluſion when he had ſo — out 
the whole yeare in this difficult e 1 
he found no ſuccour at all, he 
of t b of B. 

oyſias Gopgage , of w th 
thinges he had heard this ef] 
through a ſingular benefit 
his body free from all yachaſt 


: 


The Liſeef Blot - 

Rin rom » ee 
finne. Therfore he determined to haue re. 
7 
29 as '; final] he 
hung about his neck his — by 
chance he had in his cuſtody: ſcarccly had 
they touched him, w hen vpon the faridaing, 
he was exempted trom the fury of all choc 
cogirations, and there w as rend red vnto him 
a very pleating and quiet ſtate of mind: and 
rwo yeares are now paſt , huce that ( being 
from all thoſ manner of tentations )be 
— — 2 beneſt to B. Aloy- 
nus, and by hi 4 —' on 
inges by e authority a Wri- 
was made, & a of fi 

Cotes — — 


I could rehcarſe othets of l ke Kind which 

I baue vnderſtood trom very credible teſti- 

monies, who do conſtantly affirme , that 

wheras formerly they had <A p ba- 
bit ualiy ina vice much opg oſite to c 

— began to make for Gods bei 

the mediation of this his ſeruant, eithet 


nnr r — 


the Saints o 
helpe and aſſiſtance to v * 
ring thaſe vertuca, wit 


end fo wauſuall a pray{e, flouriſh., ack 

only in purity and — 

2 
heaucn, 


| he wall 
— in iti vato 


haue —— dg him rene, 

| reſe rue thole a 
A 1 byrheſe — bene — is 
pres we may dat dor deter his 44 
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i" OT Life Weed 
«A MEDITATION. OF THE Hor 


[ 2 t Cially Who arc deputcd 
65 2. — by B. Aloylius 
Gonzaga. | 


V E haue faid in the courſe it (elte 
VV of this our Hiſto ry, that B. Aloy- 
Gus committed ro writing his meditation 
of the Bleſſed Angels, at rhe requeſt of Fs, 
Vincentiar Brano, who for ſo much as he was 
fot ignorant. how much he honoured thoſe 
cele mes, avd how ſingularly de- 
ud ut he was vito them, impoſed that taske 
vpon him. To the intent that to the good 
ot others, there might remaine monuments 
of tholt fo notable and ſublime conceipts, 
I'thought good to ylace hee tre, this medita- 
ton, ſo that togeather with his life it might 
be read by all. And thus it was 


THE GOSPEL L. Matth.1t 
There came onto 1+5 vs his diſciples, 
ſaying: whom doeſt thou thinke to be the 
ter in the Kingdon:c-of heamen * And 
ts calling vnto him a little child, Pla- 
end him in the middrſt of them, and ſaid: A- 
wenl ſay vnto yuu,vnlicdle you be conuerted 
— 02 little ones, you ſhall not untcr 
into the Kin e of hcauen. Whoſocucg 
therfore ſbhall humble himſe lſe like this tir- 
one , he is oe 
Tae d that you contetnne not 
one af theſe little 0ncs; for I Gy. vnto you, 
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rin the. Kingdome of 


a« «6. an * 


chat end, that is to ſay ro ering felicity, by 
him | for vs. And thertore it was hu 
| that in his Church all the my ſterics 
of our Redemption ſhould be cele 
that by dayly renewing rhe memory of 
thoſt thinges which our Lord either did, or 
ſuffered for our ſaluation, we might be ex- 
cited to loue and honour him, and in like 
manner to conforme all our actions to that 
or ga example of his life, which he hark 


vs. Sa 
2 content with this thing a- 
Jonc,it was his will likewiſe, that in the ſame 
Church there ſhould be made a peculiar me- 
mory, of his moſt holy and ed Mother 
in — — of certaine other Saints ex 
celling before the reſt, and ſelected from o- 
chers of that celeſtiall company, to the in- 
tent that they might be as our Patron and 
Protectours, and might with their prayers 
aſſiſt vs in all our neceffitics, both corporall 
and ſpirituall, and might withall miniſter 
vnto vs of imitating their yerrocs 

and holy conuerſation. | 9. 
Moteouer , he would alſo, that for ſo 
much as the Church, and all we,do daily by 
the miniſtery of Angels receaue from his di- 


a ry 
Une ,fo and ſo bene 
— born ikewiſe h 2 


nel 


Neger ansage 


"hon az 


men 
mind, ſeing that the j do ſi "x 
4 pr ; r do ſo 
, and procure our ſaluation. For that 
—— doth ho — Frm 
memory of the glorious J. Mich rol 
tectour, and of all the other and Ars 
ofthe celeſtiall Hicrarchy, becauſe 
alf — nm ſtle Jana 
— ſpiritas / helping ſpirirs, u- 
after a cerraine fort for the ſaluation of 
ill the Elect. | 
Thoſe Bleſſed ſpirits do not diſdaine to 
ſubmit themſelues to the minsſtery of men, 
. much — — re- 
that t er that go eat God, 
vhome 1 rear defire ———— 
ſerve; ſo far forth to haue humbled himſelfe, \ 
chat even for mans ſaluation he rooke 
him the forme of à man. Neither alſo doe 
they diſdaine to adopt, and admit man into 
their owne ſocicty, that of vs, moſt baſe and 
vile duſt-creeping wormes, they might build 
the walvof the Celeſtial) Hicrulatem ; & thas 
their ruines might be red, becauſc they 
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el „ 
— iſe 1 
or hell: ſo humble S. eMrchock with all 
of good Angels, i mms. drape 
totheit ercatour, and through their zeale 
his glory oppoſing rhemſclucs to this proud 
ſerpent reve ſo much honoured , and exal, 
to ſo high il. | | 
This Goſpell is likewiſe deſgned for the 
folemnity of all rhoſe ls, who to 
ther with S. Nlichael, by the vertue of Hu- 
mility, obtained the crowne of glory that 
men might vndcrſtand that this is the inf. 
fable and eternall decree of Almighty God, 
that no man ſhold arriue to this glory which 
the Angels poſſeſſe, but by the way of hu- 
mility, whichthey firſt traced. Yea & Chriſt 
dur Sauiour by the benefit of this vertue , ac- 
quired the glory of his ſacred body as theAs 
poſtle ſayth. Hamilianit ſemctipſam fallt ole 
diem v/qne ad mortem Ofc. gone of 
Deus cut il. ( Phil. 70 He hath hum · 
bled himſelfe being made obedient euen vn · 
to death & c. for which God hath alſo exal- 
ted him. Wherfore it were a prodigious 
if his fa — — thinke — enter 
ome of heaven other wa 
by that which their head hath —. 
2. Conſider the excellency of theſe celeſti- 
all Courtiers ⁊he Princes of Paradiſe, which 
though out mind is not able perfectly to 
_—_ ; notwithſtanding according vnto 


ſmall communicated vnto vs by 
cheir miniſtery, we vill endeauour in che ho- 
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WT dess egen See 
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Cab. 
f that dignity and * 
part of t | 
vato them Ee. Ties — 2 | 
there are which are wont to illuſtra 
Court. or Army of a great Prince. Firſt, the 
Nobility ofthe perſons. a. their Number. 3 
their Order. All theſe 3. are principally appan 
rent in theſe Angelicall ſpirits. 

Firſt of all conſider their Nature. For 
they chalenge vnto themſelues the princi- 
pall place — wh — wor kes created by 
the omnipotent of God , that great ar- 
tihcer:they are ſpirituall ſubſtances: by their 
owne nature incorruptible, and of all other 
creatures the moſt noble: ot ſo great intelli - 
Pere that in the notion of naturall things, 
they are exempted from all err our and igno. 
rance. Likewiſe to this their ſo great ligh 
of Vnderſtanding , they haue their Will fo 
firme and perfectly conformable , that it is 
not poſſible for it, either to be aſſaulted, or 
ouercome with any perturbation. But if) you 
contemplate their Race, in which by the be» 
neſit of grace they now remaine, they withe 
out euer admittin ſinne haue obtained 
glory —1 felletey. Moreouer, 
are ally adorned with the habit of 
uine grace, Which readreth them moſt faire 
and gracious in the tight of Almighty God, 
ing they are cadowed 

y., wherb oo 


| C14 The Life . 
Nen with the ee ne 
ſhip, they are made both the children and 
frignds of the ſelſe-ſame God. Now therfore 

Soule mplace the beauty of theſe 
celeſtiall Citizens, who like ſo many mor. 
ning ſtars, yea cucn moſt cleare ſunnes, ſbine 
moſt. gloriouſly in the Citty of God, in 
which as in moſt cleare mirrours, are the per. 
feQtios diuine;as infinite power, eternal wile. 
dome, ineffabſe goodneſſe, and moſt ardent 
loue of their creatour. O how amiable, how 

, and innocent-wWhite arc theſe Bleſſed 
pirits | How zealous of ſetting forth the 
glory of their Lord, how deſirous and foli. 
citous of our ſaluation ; and therfore moſt 
— j to be by vs peculiarly loued & wor- 
ſhipped. For if honour (as the Philoſophers 
ſay-) be a certaine worſhip , which is due to 
ſome one in reſpett of the excellency or ver- 
tue which he hath in himſelfe, and therfore 
( Rouge all men according vnto nature 
are equall one to another) we are wont to 
exhibit moſt honour vnto them, who excell 
others in ſome kind of prayſe: how much ra- 
ther ought we, being ſo vile and abiect erca- 
tures, in compariſon of theſe celcſtiall ſpirits, 
to attribute vnto them all honour wor- 
ſhip? ſeing that every one of them, ho little 
dot h far excell,the moſt nobleſt 
of vs human creatures, in the abouenamed 
endow ments & excellecies. Moreouer, if theſe 
holy Angels, being creatures ſo much cxal» 
ted abouc other in nature and grace, do ſub» 

| aut 
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TETRIS 
tor ene the Spin according ro her 
tuſtome putteth a certaine number, for an 
vheertaine, and a number truly which na 
ſceme in the opinion of met the greateſt;rs' 
Fer vs to vnderſtand, that the number dt 
m is only know ne vnto God, and wert 
with God they are numerable; with vs they 
are infinite and innumerable. And therfort 
we read in lob: Namquid oft namerns militem 
gar? (Job. 253.) May their be foũd any number 
of his ſouldicrs? Of the number of which 
the kingly Prophet alſo made merion, ſpea- 
king of Angels: (urr«s Dei decem millibur mi- 
plex, millia lætantiam: Dominas is cis in Sins 
is /anfto.( Fſal. 67.) The Chariot of Cod is 
ten t houſand fold , rhoufands of them that 
1 Lord in them in Sins, in the ho. 
— The holy Evangeliſt likewiſe, as it 
in in the eAporatips ſayth , that be [xv agreat 
pun titmde in the prefonte of God, of Los 
fongars and nations , Who Were 0 be 
Sambred, If this number of the Elec, which 
we know ſhall be but the leaſt part of man- 
Kind, be ſo great, that it is not to be num- 
bred; how great do we thinke that of An- 
| ery be, whoare ren times beyond the 
of all men pur rogearher? and moſt 
worthily | hath this celeſtiall Monarch fo 
reat a number of courtiers, for if as rhe wiſe 
wan faytht In maltitedine popali dignitas Ne- 
n ehr ignominiz Principir, 
m 


& in 
bw. 14. e multitude of le conſi- 
ee of a Nagel the arc 
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mo 
Nr ts dominar donvinantium, the 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords; it was a thing 
mb congruous, that in that ſpatious Kin 
dome & immeſe pallace of heauen he ſhou 
nue an ample Court, and a numerous 
ly. O my — how much ioy and ſolace 
gould it yield thee, if thou couſdeſt but be- 
hold this multitude of ſo many noble crea- 
tures, ſo bleſſed in glory, and in nature 
grace foexceller! 6 that ſo happy a chaunce 
may once befall thee, that thou ma ieſt con- 
verſe among thoſe celeſtiall tro apes. bal in — 
tompany of fo great Princes, the c 
God, yea and cuen thy brothers: for — 
ſublime and amiable ſpirits arc nota 
to acknowledge vs men for their brothers, 
for ſo much as their Lord, did not only not 
— called, . by taking v 
our fleſh, certaine ly to become ou 

? will wouldeſt 


O with how harty a good 
thou, amogſt hole Angell voyces eur 
and 1 thy Lord, for having 


* him ſo great a benefit! 
 hie fo great hy admirable = * 


* Mt Sane * Diuine proyi. 
dice totheſe An Fe rr, gies, OY either inteſ. 
pect of God, or of them 28 + 


riſon of other creatures df this 

8 hem no err; oral 2 
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— ono x ypr adore and 
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s their ſole Prince, and Lord 
: citty. If amongſt themſel., 
e. 8 con- 
| an order moſt exact, a diſtribution 
moſtadmirable, agreeing to the diuer Or- 
ders of intelligences: One t and more 
excellent then another, according as God re- 
vealeth vnto them his ſecret myſterics, and 
maketh vic of their miniſtery tor the ſalua- 
tion of men . 
And that we 


deſcend vnto particu· 
rs, the whole multitude of thoſe glorious 
= are cotained ynder three Hierarchics, 
that is to ſay, the higheſt, middle, & loweſt. 
And cuery Hicrarchy is diſtinguiſhed into 
three Quires, the higheſt , the middle and 
the loweſt. 


Or Tus Finsr Hinnancay,” 


The firſt of them containeth Seraphims, 
Cherabiems, and Thrones. Where by their na- 
mes you may eaſily coniectute the offices in 
which . exerciſed ; for it is the pro- 

of to impoſe names to his crea- 
conformable to the offices committed 


to their : 
; 2 therfore firſt, the Quire of 


Fache, who as the ſecret, and intimate 
berlaines of the King of heauen, anſ- 
a eren v 
I, and inflamed charity, ca 
do alwayes burne with diuine 

Wann 


| 


Aleyſin * "L I. 
and illuſtrate thoſe that are inferi 
mo them. | N 
Then conte mplate the Cherabiny , fo cal 
I for their fulneſſe of knowledge, & cleay, 
» rrlight of vader ing, wherwith t 
accell all other inferiour plrn; in ſo 
u they ſee, God more clearly , and Know... 
more things in him. Wherfore they are as it 
vere the Counſellers of the ce leſtiall Kings 
excelling in knowledge & wiſedome, which 
they alſo communicate to the inferiour An- 
gels. 
Conte mplate after this, the Throwes, who 
u the familiar and incrinſtcall Secretaries of 
God te adorned with this title, for ſo much 
as they are as it were the ſeates and thrones 
of the King, in which the Diuiae Mai 
doth after à certaine ſort reſide, and reſt 3 
which alſo they carry with them w 
deuer they goe , as it were in a 
e. 10 


Op rus SjconD Heer | 

Deſcend then ro the ſecond Heng * 
which containeth three other Quires of : 
2 ſay Dom/nations * gh 


overs , who art ſcucrally de 
vaiuerfall gouernment of the 
gs. 


And firſt , contemplate the 


who repreſenting the dominion of the 
7 rince, after the manner of * 
commaund guer their 
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. 
the Vertecs . who 


with their power vigour — ſenting 


the infinice power of the oſts, do 
mannage all — difficale — 4 to 
2 1 worke ad mirable effe. 


3 contemplate the Powers , who 
like judge: do reſent the authority and 
wer of the high and vniuerſall Iud ge, and 
the office to keep vnder all — pow- 


ers, and to remoue from men all impedi. 
ments and hinderances, leaſt their way to 
their ſaluation be intercepred. | 


Or Tus Tun Hiesrancur 


* Ide ſcend to the third and 

in "which there are contained 

= = is to with of the Prix- 
weels, Contem- 

irs al ora 22 cates for that 

as ＋ lowen Hierarch is appointed 


ove Woul the execution of his Diuine cõ- 


towards his creatures ſo the 

| mp who ace the Angels of the firſt 

ec, for 7 much as rhey repreſent rhe 

Prin depured to = goueme- 
„an 


hen that to 
Kagel leſſer marters de co“ 


ve art able to v 
tect ure and order 
i the cdᷣeeit of our 
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3 1＋ 
the influence 


vpon humane 
all his ſpirituall gifts 


the Queene of Sb (3. Rex. 16. bearing the 
— of Selomos, and bebolding the 
ihcence of his Kingly pallace,rogerher 
Tit the number, and equipage of his ſer. 
nants that attended him, being aſtoniſhed 
with admiration , at the prudence of this 
moſt wiſe King, as the Scripture ſayth : Nos 
beabchat vitrs ſpiritem, ſhe had no longer tpi. 
rit : and ſaid : Beats uri , beati ml, 
hn qi lant cor en tc ſemper, (5 awdiant f 
I Bleſſed are thy men, and b efſed 


thee, and heare thy viſedome: How much 
more occafion ſhouldeſtrhou haue not on- 
. with that Queene to admire \ but even 

h that good Prophet to faint, , through 
the dee ind lone of this bleſſed habira- 
rom, TRE perfectly thou couldeſt vnderſtand, 

the digniry, excellecy & order of the Court 
ET — , which wich his eter- 


wiſedome and art he hath aries he 


What conſolation, what io 
would it be ynto yoo, if 
this life abe e, 
that t 
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wa". el confider now my Soule, thatif 
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are thy feruants, who'ſtand alwaycs' before 
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whoare ſent into the world for the per- 
ance of divers minifterics. 1 
Moreouer, this moſt Bleſſed Michael was 
with this name, which is interptel 

ſebud Larifer war — God, 
was ſtirred v init & 

endeauoring to be — cquall vnto him. 
this moſt couragious Archangell, not cole- 
rating ſo; great iniury to be offered to hig 
Lord, burning with moſt ardcar zeale exclas 
med, laying wir vs Dean? Qmirot Dear That 
is to ſay, Who is o bold, ho ſo powerfull 
that he ſhould dare to compare himſclſe 
with God? as if he hould haue ſaid: there is 
neither in heauen, nor in the whole vniuerſt 
Creature like vnto our God. © moſt 
ant Michael}, moſt truly worthy of this 
5568 
wort ra ur among 
men, * er and faythfull in 
redeeming the glory of God. 
T his glorious Arc 


hant bug euen in the 
priur- 
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people 


We 
Ms of the ſeruitude 


'B. for ſo ee 


God as Protectòut and Keeper over his 
Poel it may certainely be beliued, that he 
fe. or at leaſt · ſome ot her Angels by 
commiſſion from him did aſſiſt them. 
*/Morevuer, this glorious Archangell, be. 
fide that general] proteQtion which he vn- 
dertakethof holy Church, hath alſo a ſpe- 
ciall function deputed vnto him, to reccave 
all the ſoules of the iuſt, who depart our of 
this life into the other, aud delinering them 
from the decrits and oppofirions of the di- 
nels, ro pteſent them before the tribunal! of 
Chrift, that they may rectaue their reward 
n them from God. in reſpect of their 
2 in the — and 21 
— this — — mo iſſant Ars 
changelt; ſhall a bins with 
Jae who y Fayncd 1 ſhall en- 
vour to peruert t he fa thfull, chat he 
may defend the Church of God's —— 
1 r 
obt 
of darkneſſe in the e 
this ſelfe ſame Aba 11 ſeal —— 
Areadfull trumpet, at the found wherof all 
the — 5 and 25 betore that 
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| mens of God be el 
tothat place, which euery one whilſt he H. 
Ain chis world delerucd. LY 
\O invincible Prince & taythfull Perca 

he Church of God, & of taythfull ſoules, 
o allwayes with fo great charity & reale, 
haſt bene preſent at ſo many battells, & obe 
fined ſo many victories againſt thy 
mies, not with intent to gaine any fame or! 
eſtimation ro thy ſelſe (as is the cuſtome oF 
the Capraines of this world) but to preſerte 
and maintaine that honour and glory 72 


ve all owe vnto God, and next to für- 
ther the ſalnation of mankind come 1 
ſeech thee, and help my ſoule, which conti 
ally, v ust 60 lr danger, is impu 
55 tent mes, the world the fleſb, & « 
buclkhand as thou waſt a uide to the prople 

Mel thtoukh rhe deſert”, fo alto youchs * 

to be a happy guide & evinpanion' vnc 
me through the delert of this world, tiſ that 
thaw! dall brought me to that happy land pf 
living , to that bleſſed Country from 
ich we are all banfmed. 

O tny ſale, Ipray God that when: tha 
laſt #56 of rhy departure ſhatt ariuc, that 
boure fo full — and tcrrour ;| whey 
thow fhikt be compe lied to forfake this 
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24 mine, ſo much of thee beloucd, & 

ne typ that narrow gate of death 
through ſo many hideous armies of thoſe 
infe — — thy capitall enemies. he 
vill to gaſſe about, roriag like {6 many 
e Ii a hun- 


a re thr wel 


= Lyon 
— God. th that atth 


very 2 eee rchan 
herd bene alu ayes ready, in all a 
thfull ſoules, may alſo vouchſafe ro aſſiſt 
with his honourable garriſon ,and fight 
for thee and bring to paſſe that vndet t 
7 ſhield of his protection, thou Wach 

urely through the middeſt of thy 
__— to thy ce leſtiall Country. Aud if. he 
before that moſt ſeuere Iudge vu ynder. 
take thy patranage, a for thee & by 
his prayers.obtainin n by ty pres 
and finally tak ing thee vader his v 7 5 
D rin cheero that hol 
Reed ugh hght,whcrin the ether with a 15 
els ; and clectcd Chilercn of * 


ſbine, iv the cuerlaſtibg i lon, 5 1 
l 


of their Creatour; with how much 


10% of hart wouldit thou Maas uy bf 
world? 


Or 8. GABRIEL Anand th 


Next to the glorious. Prince Michadl, 
conſider the dignity and cxcellengy vt | be 
prerogariucs of the Archangel & 575 
though in the Script ures he be cal 

, weoughe not therfore to e a 
was ofa lowed — of Angells, who 
gre peculiarly (cnt for t minuter) 
of men, but = he was — thoſe Angells, 
to wit, an Archangell , and amongſt the Ar- 
gib, one ot the axial. ner, 
mj ſle 
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Alena C 7 LI r. yor 
myſtery ot the Annunti for which he 
came, was not common, but the moſt 
lent, and moſt worthy amongſt all rhoſe, 
which euer God did exhibir; ſo ought we ro 
thinke that this diuine legate was one of the 
moſt nobleſt contained in that Hierarchy. 
This js the faythfull friend of the celeſtiall 
ſpouſe; who being made priuy to that moſt 
high ſeeret of his Incarnation, did firſt of all 
pu lim it to the worid. This is that gracious 
7 who was mediatour berweene 
that moſt high God, and this poore humble 
Virgin of Naqureth, berweene the Ecernall 
word, and our humane Nature. 
Now the better to vnderſtand the . 
of this Archangell, conſider ſeuetally the: 

fices committed by our Lord vnto him. Aud 
firſt of all, as ſome holy men affirine, it ma 
pioùſly be helieued, that he was particular 
cd ro the Bleſſed Virgin as her gardian. 
And as God had no other pure creature nei. 
ther in heauen nor earth, that was more no- 
ble, or did more feruently loue him then rhe 
Bleifea Vi Mary; fo you may imagine, 
that as the Princes of this world are ont to 
commit thoſe th that are moſt deare 
vnto themſelues, th the cuſtody of thoſe 
Courtiers that are moſt faythfulſ, and moſt 


addicted vnto them: euen ſo in that celeſtial - 


Court Gabriell was 


vorthily 
yen 


l _ 4 Bleſs ö 
bleſſed Angell,whic — a Legareſent 
from the moſt holy Trinity, about à fu 
preme buſineſle, and of the greateſt moment 
that may be, to wit, about the incarnation of 
the only begotten ſonne of God, and there. 
demption and ſaluation of the whole world. 
Thertore very well beſitteth him the name 
of Gabriel, a name fullof myſtery , whichs 
by intcrpretation Vir Dess: Man od: for he 
denounced vnto the world Chriſt, who was 
to be, both God and man. Furthermore this 
name of Gabriel more properly, is as much 
as to lay Fortitado Dei, the tortitude of God, 
and this to notify that myſtery , u hich he 
denounced to the world, that is to lay,a moſt 
ſtrong and triple cord, to wit, the moſt ſtric 
vnion of the Divine nature, with the moſt 
holy body and ſoule of Chriſt, in one po- 
22 and perſon of the — oa 28 lt U 
Written: Faericulns triplex difficile rampitar, 
Ecel. 4.) a _— is hardly bro» 
en. He is called alſo Fortitado Dei, the for- 
titude of God, becauſe by the benchit of his 
Embaſſy he communicated vnto vs the di- 
vine fortitude , in this, that God rogeather 
with humane nat ure, tooke ypon him 
wiſc our imbecility . Wherupo men through 
the benefit ot this fortitude , became ſo va- 
liant and couragious, that they did man 
things which excceded all naturall fortirude 
and humane ſtrength. cd | 
O Angellcruly valiant,for ſo much as by 


tru 
y Embaſſage thou dideſt bring vato men, 
* | not 
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aan 
4. moſt Fe. _ all others, 
| awa iles putting t 
thar ſicong — Monſter, who 18 
a time had cruclly tyranized ouer ys, 
wfcewed vs out of ſeruitude, & reftared ys 
to the liberty of the Children of God. 


Or S. Rarmart rum ANGELL. 4 
Alſo ot our Angell Guardian. 


Iz remaineth now after that we haue con- 
Aered the zeale and illuſtrious facts of 
ef the Archen Cobh tha we conn 
0 iell, chat we con- 
fder likewiſe the officious charity of the 
ell nat, who for ſo muchas he is,as 
he himſclte witneſſeth , one of thoſe ſeauen 
rits which do continually aſſiſt in the 
he of G A ne he is one of 
e principall Angells of Paradiſe. And after 
this we will cõſider, the many benefits which 
one reccaueth from his Angell-keee 
h in his body, and his ſoule. For this 
i {both in reſpect of his name, 
and the offices of mercy , which he , 
med to both * ors the glove, ond the 
younger , was alltogether anexprelic figure 
of thoſe things which our Angell-kcepers, 
toward ys. 
And firſt of all, moſt firly is the namę of, 
appropriarcd vnto him, which ia by, 
nerpretation, AM drin- Dci , the M. 
God. of g tha ſo ſpititu⸗ 2 
He mw 14 - 
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which de pave to t younger Tad 
by, as alto bf that 2 — one wherdy'W 
reſtored vnto the elder Toby his fight. Abe 
Jorh not thy Angell- kcepet performe the 
fame office towards t hee, both of a corporal! 
and ſpirituall Pan, as hall be ſpoken of 
heratte?'Whertore that thou muaieſt the bet. 
er onderſtand rhe fame, confider that there 
are three ſtates of humane life. The firſt is 
that in which a man liuet h whilſt he is 5 


his mothers wombe. The ſtcond is from 
time of his natiuity cyen til his drach, & 
n of his ſoule, The third 
that which 2 man remainerh in, aſter u 
death. Therfore in every one of theſe ftar 
contemplate all thoſe peculiar offices whic 
thy Angell-kerper exerciferh towards thee, 
ben . all thoſe * ty — ny 
cl. As concerning i e, 
. — recounteth , That the elder Tah 
when he was determined to ſend his ſonne 
Into a remote Connrrey , he was ſolickous 
how he might commit vnro him a 
companion. And behold before thi 
Cos departed from his Fathers houſt} 
an Angell ſent from God offered himſelfe H 
humane ſhape as a companion, and likewiſe 
tzuide in his whole iourny. 
O immenſe charity, and more then F. 
therly care of our benigne creatour. 
fore thou dideſt iſſue cut of thy morh 
wombe , before thou hadſt any notiet cf 
thy enemies, or the perils Wr 
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7. 
who al 55 Atul face 
its, who alwa | 9 „„ 
Bike hae fee Kane whothe eſt * 
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ted as Keeper to thy mother, that | 
take thee Into his charge, & ſho 
that tender ſtare when thou wert ſubiect to 
many dã gers, tapreſerue theetogeat her with 
thy morher; ro the intent that without any 
impediment thou mighteſt ſecurely arrive. 
to the grace of bapriſme,and be cnrowled in 
the number of the Children of God. 
" Burt what ſpeake I heere of that care and 
memory that God had of thee when thou. 
vert bar yer in thy mothers wombe, 4e 
from all eternity , before he had created (1 

* 

ö , 


ther rhe Angels, or any thing elſe, Ven 
yer, the Abyſſes were not, the 10 
neyrher of heauen nor earth as yet 5 
then ( euen then) O miſerable man, t d 
mind full of thee ,and ſolicitous abput 
ſaluation. . . I”, 
And although from all eternity he Fre- 
faw thy vnwotthineſſe and ingratitude, he- 
uert heleſſe out of his meere oodncſe vitha 
dit any precedent merit of thine, he did 
only determine to affoard rhee all - 
ſtance, hut euen to beſtow vpõ theeal 


benefits, which hitherto fromthe very 

moment ofthy conceprioh thou haſt res 
ded ; und morcouer that , which at the 
chou art ro receaue, which is the greatet' > 
Mother, rowie,ch „ Ae. Mt 
rrouerus con the tate c 
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fs, when thou can into the light 
df this life, che ſacred Scripture addeth. 
*'Firſt,cucn as the el going to- 
1 our of the houſe of his Fa- 
miſed chat he would be vnto him a 
faythfull companion, throughout all hi 
journy ,and that he would bring him ſafe to 
rhe 1 appointed: No otherwiſe did God, 
{© ſoone, as thou waſt borne , aſſociate thee 
with one of theſe celeſtiall Cirtizens, that as 
& ſingular guardian and tutour he might vn- 
Kale the patronage ouer thee, and might 
come thy aduocate to his Maicſty in Hea» 
ven. For in this life we are all as Children,and 
haue' need of a Tutour and Schoolemaiſter, 
who may as it were, lead ys and yphould vs 
by the hand, leoft by channce our feet flrii a- 
cult ſome rock of ſinne , or that we fall into 
Tome us danger:who may alſo take vs 
| armes, that we may heurely paſſe 
places of danger, and that we may no looner 
obſerue a danger, then eſcape it. 
© Secondly ,as the Angel! cl guiding 


vung Toby vpon his way, ſuggeſted vnto 
bn EE agg 2 ſuggeſted bein. 


a. him how he might behaue himſelfe 
Marriage, co wit, not after the manner of 
lf men, 9 1 holy 882 
frequent prayer: ſo thy Angell. 0 
tal Jaſtru& thee wich —.— 


dire thee in all thy actions: for he, 
en thet to do many good 
» WRich without his help chou cou: 
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his Saints, ſomerimes by N will 
our of the conſideration of Gods bounty & 
ak vey Ne l alſo 
quickning t erſtanding, by the me- 
mory ofchy Future iudgment * the pay - 
nes of hell. | | 
Thirdly, the Scripture goeth forward to 
recount the benefits which Toby receaued 
from the Angell Repbac! both according to 
his owne perlon, as alſo in reſpect of hi 
temporall goods. For when he came to t 
tiver Tigris, and was diſpoſed to waſh. cherin 
his feet, there ruſhed vpon him a cruell iſh to 
deuoure him: but his Angell defended him, 
and reſchewed him from that danger, wil. 
ling him that he ſhould take the gall therof 
for the reſtoring of his Fathers tight, who 
was blind. Moreouer the ſelſe-ſame An 
did not only redeeme for Toby,that ſumme 
of mony for which he was ſent, bur made 
him alſo heire ouer all the wealth of his F 
ther-in-law Nagel. Now what other thing 
do our Angels guardians do, but watch con- 
nually, to yield vs help in all our neceiſſſti 
no otherwiſe then a mother, that hath 
wayes her eyes (ct ypon her little child, leaſt 
it may perhaps fall , or incurre ſome other 
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miſchicte? Thinke therfore from how 
corporall dangers he hath e 


which might as well haue befallen 2 
they haue dane vato ochers, and allo how 


: 
1 
*. 
4 


— OM ne 
nn 


/ 


iFourthly,as the Angell (as be him. 
telle ſayth) did — 1858 Fah as his 
proper office , to offer vp vnto God the 
vers and good workes of Toby; ſo our 
ae , excrciſeth in the behalfe 
of vs, the office of a Solicitour in the pre, 
ſence of God, offering vp our prayers, and 
es, and whatſocuer good workes we 
doe, and is alwaycs bringing vnto ys ſome 
one guift or other of Diuine grace. O that 
we could but ſee, with how great diligence 
the holy Angels ſometimes alcend, ſometi- 
mes deicend for our ſakes ,as they did ypon 
chat ladder ſeen by lacob the Patriarch:t ey 
declaring our neceſſities, and beſce- 

God that he would beſtow vpon vs, 

His dluine mercy ; and they deſcend brin- 
pe ke from our heauenly Father his 
ly inſpirations, good thoughts, and other 
ne helpes, and ſometimes likewiſe ſome 
ly correction, that he may excite vs, 
we may examine our ſelues, leaſt to- 
vieh this world we be condemue 


| Biahly eoche Angell 2 taught To- 
hich blerue i 
ee wg Er Rr 
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Ales CN (Lib. . 5 
have no more power ouer him | apt 
whome alſo this Angell foughr in d 
ofthe yong man: So our Angell.keeyer no 
otherwiſe then a faythfulf Capraine , vnto 
whoſe charge is committed ſome fortreſſe 
to be defended againſt che enemy, doth 
watch ys, e leaſt either by force, ot 
fraud it be ſurpriſed by them. Fortheſe An- 
gels are thoſe faythfull watchmen , Which 
our Lord ſayth are placed vpon the wals of 
Hirraſalem, to keep in the 8 of the night 
Go, - 8 7 8 

Ar, ke a turious lion e vpon 
Our ſoles. In like manner to thels | 1 
keepers helongtbhoſe words of the & ; 
pr: EHU vigil ens., tf Be vigilant 
confirme thy ſelfe / bor ce AngclL ian 
watchethfor vs agatuſt the divcl, oppobod 
azzinſthis incartions , breaking and weak 
ning his forces, and repairing againe! 
chat is r leaſt againe he attempt 


inuade”. wich the like boldneſſe andieonfis 
dence, Likewiſe 


” "» IT x *_ <A. Tay} 
| The Life of Blefted © | 
Ne feaſt be ſhould ob; rigs he had done 
all the orber hasbads oft hat woman: ſo our 
od Angell doth ſingularly aſſiſt ys in the 
time of death, that at that houre he may de- 


fend vs from the deceites and aſſaults of tle 
divell, when he goethabqut more greedily 


= 


ſcking whome he may deuoure, then at d- 
ther times he is vont moreouer, that he may 
preferns vs from thoſe ſinnes, vuto which at 
that time we are wont to be moſt ſubice , as 
infidelity and deſperation; and that ſo bein 
deliuered from the miſeries of this work? 
we may * freely to our celeſtiall Coun- 
try. Furxhermore, after that the ſoule hath 
departed from t he bed the ſame Angell ac- 
companicth her, comforteth and cncoura- 
h her chat ſhe ſhould confidently appeare 
08/8 the tribunal! of God ; ſerting before 
her eyes the moſt pretious merits of Ixsys- 
Chrit in which ſhe oupht conhdently to | 


truſt at the time of her ind gmment, And it for 
the expi ng of the reliques of her ſianes ſhe 
ſhall wage ged ro Purgatory, thete he of- 
ten viſiteth ber, comforterh ber, certificth, 
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be ſecure that ſhe hall be deli- 
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. be complete 
F Mt 
"7 my | throu 
thorwiſe — th e 
imp „then in ing thy 
Creut our, and contri thy good An. 
ian; what combortball he haue to 
thee betore the face of thy Fat horꝰ and 
thou; wirth-whatooutenance dare ſt thou ap- 
peare in his d Als, ny God, and 
therforc ſhall Lade ſpaireꝰ Nogerily · Fot ſeing 
a merey i inexhauſtible, and that in 
che periſon of that good Father in the Goſ- 
peil, thou dideſt with ſo great charity re- 
ceauc thy peniteht fone, Lam altogethet 
con dent, that I, if grieuing and doing en- 
nance ſot my lite paſt I ſhall rexurne vate 
thee my Father, tbat I ſhall not be caſt-off, 
but veceaued of ther my moſt mercifull Fa- 
rhev;if not as an abedicat yet at lealt as 4 
penirrnr child. Hut now v hat xetriburigp are 
weablew make: to our Lord tor ſuch, & ſu 
| 0k 0 Lp ei his Maic(ly 2 
r Ito the bie 
fd ſpirits, by whoſe induſtry all thę ohe. 
nufite haut befallen vs, all chat · do werowe 
to om Creataus u ho hath commaup ded dus 
Angela, 20 vr in akowt (PNA, vo 
 - Although in like manner, to the Auge. 
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402 Lord faych;rhar: vals 
mad e as little — 
ter into heauen for as he m — 
Platt; Talam em e 
192 


rea 

2 ns in hcauen 90 great then 
According to * Mt g of the 15 
: Lananto mat £5,Pmmill te in omnibay: 

a gratian. Fed. „ The > 

thouart, ebe hot le hy 2 — in gl e ant 


3 How we, + he 17855 2 555 ſhall make 
bimiclfe then others, ſo much the greater 
Wall be be made, becauſe how much rhe 

- humbler every one is, ſo much the liker und 
reallied he is yato Chriſt, who is ſupe- 
221 E Which if be o, Chriſtiaui 
and ſpit ituall men ſhould not contend for, 
— precedence,or prerogatiue o f bonouy 
5 far the © faſt place 5 for he chat is 
weth at the firſt place ypoh earth , ſhalf find 
imſelfe diſgraced in beauen. Let vs Hot 
tt ripe endeauour to ſeeme greater then 
thers, but rather let vs make our ſelues in- 
Fefigu toall, for he is never awhit the iu- 
Rer or the better, who is more honourablez 
. oy wech the _ iufſt 1 
uch the more honour is he wort 

4. If fo much Fuerenge e to be ae 

N NN Feper hag arour Le _ re 

Saen it ento vs, for their reſpedt ue 
ught r to contemne out of th pets 

2527 And in like manner the Apoſtle coun. 

cl led. women, that they nid oc couer their 

ry leaſt perhaps they might with their 
or indecency ; fend? 


thoſe * 
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Vetsbe a eli by e flaws tel 

0 be wary: irtju me 
more en Rurt we Kat our 
Þours, for by off&ding them we offend t 
e ho as the friendes and inward dd- 
*meflicalls of God , will requfre 'reucnge - 
Ninſt vs, and withour all ddubt obtain tt. 

5. And if the Angels imploy fo gr 
care and induſtry inthe abe of me 
yetnorwithſtanding ceaſe not, from behol- 
Hing the face of their heautily Father; tor 
tre eſtranged from Diuine ſoue (fbr the cure 
and ſolieitude with which they are moueiu 
in our behalfe, is ſubordinate to that louẽ 
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